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English translation for all of us heathens,
Good luck to you and your honeg¢g
Great chieftain of the sausage
Above them all you take your pl
Stomach, tripe, or intestines:
We | | are you worthy of a grace
As |l ong as my arm
The groaning trencher there yo
Your buttocks | ike a distant hi
Your pin would help to mend a
In time of need,
Whil e through your pores the d
Like amber bead
His knife see rustic Labour wi
And cut you wup with ready slig
Trenching your gushing entrail
Like any ditch;
And then, O what a glorious si
Warm steaming, rich!
Then spoon for spoon, the stre
Devil take the hindmost, on th
Till all their welnthyswoll en be
Are bent | ike dr ums;
Then ol d head of the table, mo
o h e g bhauwnes!
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https://youtu.be/vtRt_T8Sk0Y
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SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Bill Sumner then turned around and fined everybody who had declined to sample the haggis. He had to be
reminded that it is usual for the 50/50 winner to contribute to the pot!
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https://rotarycs.org/event/rccsp-jan-27-21-meeting/
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SPEAKER: JIM (JOHN A. MACDONALD) FITZOWICH

Jim Hutchens introduced our speaker, our own Jim Fitzowich who spoke to the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns. Jim has done his usual exhaus-
tive research, determining why Burns is considered to be a Hero of Scotland, but as per Jim H's instructions, no jokes included. (Although he snuck
afewin).

Jim is of Scottish descent, but he was the first one from his family to visit Scotland. He spoke to why Burns is considered to be a National Hero of
Scotland, examining the historical context of the times, the time of Enlightenment and Scotland’s specific form of it, and how Burns’ background fit
into it.

Burns was born in 1759, some time after the financial merger with England. Scotland was definitely the junior partner in the union. In a time of
absolute monarchs, Scotland was ruled from afar (somewhat like Alberta today). Although a poor, basically rural society, Scotland was relatively
advanced with an educated population and high literacy rates. It was the time of European Enlightenment, with significant advances in science,
economics, architecture, art, literature, political science & engineering. The Scottish version was egalitarian — education and literacy should not be
limited to the upper classes, and it was possible for anyone to achieve the highest rank. The Edinburgh “literati” believed in the myth of democrati-
zation - a “lad of the pair'ts”.

The son of a farmer, Burns was educated by his father and in the parish school. Starting life as a farmer, he started composing poetry at the age of
15. Burns first achieved some literary success in July, 1786. His first publication was “Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect”. It was written in Stand-
ard English, but phonetically using Scottish dialect. The book subscription was underwritten in part by his Masonic lodge. He was accepted by the
“literati” as the Ploughman Poet, although he sold the rights to his poetry to his publisher and never received any royalties for his work. In later

life he turned from poetry to lyricism. His premature death at 37 captured the public's imagination and may have saved his legacy from obscurity.

He was a “controversial figure” then and now; philanderer & womanizer; failed farmer & debtor; tax collector; self-promoter and political agitator.

So why was Burns enshrined as a National Hero instead of some of the other prominent figures of the time — David Hume, James Watt, Adam
Smith, James Maxwell and others? He matched the egalitarian desire for a “lad of the pair'ts”. A common man and poet, risen to fame by his own
merits. It is Burns, the common man, farmer, rascal and rogue that brings the best ideals of the enlightenment to all of us. He was able to do so as
the best minds of Scotland saw that it “needed to be done”, and only a “lad of the pair'ts” could reach the “people of the pair'ts”, thru poetry. So |
think it fitting we leave today's Immortal Memory with the last stanza of Burns poem “A Man’s a man, for a'that”.

Then let us pray that come it may,
as come [t
That sense

shall bear
For adt hat
t hat man t o
Shall

SONGS: MAUREEN AND JIM HUTCHENS

Maureen and Jim entertained with a couple of traditional Burns” songs. Jim noted that Burns’ love songs were dedicated to his many partners as
equals, not as his conquests. They finished with an “Ode to John Barleycorn”, with the help of a number of the ladies in audience.
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Rotary Valentine’s Day Luncheon
With Partners, Family and Friends: February 10th
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"All you needis love ...
but a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.”
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MAKE A DATE WITH YOUR PARTNERe

Tickets are $50 per person. Reserve in advance with the Registration link:
Ol OAOUA BAgC OAT QEDADAB

A N 77,

l-i hbecaf deo® p( n sandwi ches) .
ear |

Reserve

0
y

ME N U

brhws grraooovns  and bacon
S a fCiosl bdu rsyoposkteada & e s , seasonal v
Chocol atsee aGalke bwirtrh efsr esh i n




