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SENATOR BLACK  
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The Honourable Senator Doug Black 
was introduced by John Fitzsimmons, 
with some coaching from his father, PP 
Jack Black.   
 
The Senator was elected in a special Al-
berta senate nominee election in 2012 and 
appointed to the Senate by Stephen Har-
per in 2013.  He currently sits on the Sen-
ate Committee on Transport and Commu-
nications, and serves as Chair on the Sen-
ate Committee on Banking, Trade and 
Commerce.   
 
Prior to his senate appointment he was a 
senior counselor for Dentons Canada LLP.  
He was born and raised 
in Calgary, Alberta. In 1970, he graduated 
from Ernest Manning High 
School in Calgary. He attended the Univer-
sity of Alberta where he was actively in-
volved in student government, and in 
1975, graduated from Dalhousie Universi-
ty with a Bachelor of Laws.  
 
He was called to the Newfoundland Bar in 
1977 and the Alberta Bar in 1994, and ap-
pointed QC in 2002.  He is married with 
two children and two grandchildren. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bachelor_of_Laws
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SENATOR BLACK  

Impact of federal Government Policy on Alberta 

Impact of federal Government Policy on Alberta 

Senator Black started by stating that, as he moves around Alberta, he makes a point 
of meeting with Rotarians because they are leaders and consistently do good work to 
make their communities better.  Through his Dad, Jack, Rotary has been a large part of 
his familyôs life for 43 years, and it is an honour to appear with Jack and Sister Cathy 
today.  He is also honoured to serve as an elected Senator from Alberta, but is finding 
that it is a much harder job than he had imagined. 

He then spoke to the significant and detrimental impact of Bill 69 (the no more pipelines 
act) and Bill 48 (the west coast oil tanker moratorium) on Albertaôs economy and the 
people of Alberta, and the fractured relationship between Alberta and Ottawa.  Current 
government policy is to meet the Paris Climate Accord targets, even though it is a fic-
tion that this is possible.  A Senate study showed that it cannot be done unless the Ca-
nadian economy is totally shut down. A second, largely unspoken objective is to get a temporary, two year seat 
on the United Nations Security Council by impressing other nations with our virtuous commitment to the cli-
mate change accord. 

The easiest target in the attempt to meet those targets is the energy industry, the oil and gas sector specifical-
ly.  Not the automobile, aviation, cement manufacturing or construction industries, which are largely based in 
Eastern Canada.  Bill 69 will make construction of large energy projects almost impossible, and leave them to 
the whim of elected politicians rather than regulators.  Bill 48, the West Coast tanker moratorium, is just anoth-
er anti-pipeline bill since, if there is no way to move oil off the coast, there is no reason to build pipelines.  Bill 
48 is the only tanker ban in the world (notably none exist on the East Coast or St Lawrence River).   

The social impact of these constraints on Alberta industry is profound and devastating.  It is reflected in in-
creased crime, homelessness, domestic violence, unemployment, bankruptcies and companies leaving the 
province because they just canôt hang on any longer.  Albertaôs economy is the only one in the G7 that has 
shrunk since 2014.  This has been done to us by policy, despite our leadership in environmental protection, 
minimizing of emissions/bbl of production, water conservation, all of which are unrecognized by current govern-
ment policies.  It is deeply insulting that some consider us to be rednecks, with no regard for our environment.  

Oil and gas are not going away. Current projections are that peak oil will be in 2040.  The last and best barrel 
will come from Alberta, not Venezuela, Libya, Algeria or Saudi Arabia.  None of these countries are trying to 
shut down their energy industries.  As Bill Gates says, ñLetôs stop joking around.  The term óclean energyô has 
twisted peopleô minds.  There is no substitute for oil and gas in an industrial economy ï not just for energy, but 
for all the products that are derived from it.ò 

Jason Kenney is searching for a ñfair dealò for Alberta, and the Senator is grateful for his leadership in this ar-
ea.  There has been no leadership before this.  Albertaôs oversize contribution to Canada is well documented - 
$630B since 1960, $240B in the last 11 years, or $55,000/capita.  This is 600% of BC and Ontarioôs combined 
contribution.  Alberta has 12% of Canadaôs population and generates 1/3 of capital investment and creates 
25% of the new jobs. We do that because we able to do it, want to do it and know that it is good for the coun-
try. 

So what do we do now?  We are entering a critical time in the next few weeks.  There are two outstanding is-
sues to be settled in the short term.  First, the proposed new Teck Frontier Oilsand project.  This is a $20B pro-
ject that will provide 90,000 man-years of employment and $90B to Canadaôs economy.  It has been reviewed 
for 10 years, and has been approved by all regulatory bodies and the local indigenous peoples.  It only re-
quires cabinet approval, but it is now being implied that final approval is dependent upon some further conces-
sions from Alberta on climate control policies.  Ottawa does not understand that no corporation will invest in a 
project if approval is at the whim of an elected politician.  Donôt play games ï either approve it or not! 

The second issue is: Alberta has apparently overpaid some $2.4B recently into the equalization pot and should 
get it back (hopefully with interest).  Minister Morneau has said he is considering it, but the probability is, if it is 
given back, it will come with strings attached, to be spent upon some of Ottawaôs pet climate endeavours. 
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SENATOR BLACK  

Impact of federal Government Policy on Alberta 

Senator Black is annoyed by these games.  He recently went to one of Albertaôs ñFair Dealò panels in Grand 
Prairie, and listened to the local presenters and talked to local leaders, social agencies and ordinary people..  
He came away depressed about how these policies are hurting people.  He has asked the Prime Minister to 
bring his Cabinet out to Grand Prairie to see for themselves what impact their policies are having on ordinary, 
loyal Canadians.  Several mayors from the district have seconded that request.  Not surprisingly, there has 
been no response. 

He will continue his work for Alberta.  We must stay positive, strong and up our game.  We need constructive 
conversations about where we fit in Canada and where we go from here.  We believe in Canada and just want 
Canada to believe in us. 

The Senator received a well-deserved standing ovation. He then took a few questions. 

Should Alberta proceed with some of the suggested policies to decouple from federal control? 

 Yes, consider an Alberta pension plan, our own tax collection, maybe policing.  Consider the success 
that our friends in Quebec have had.  Letôs toughen up. 

There is some talk that TECK might not continue with Frontier, even if it get approval? 

 That is a business decision that they alone can make, but approve the project as recommended so that 
they can make that decision on their own based on the economics and without political interference.  No 
company will bring forward a project if there is a possibility it will be nixed at the last moment by a politi-
cian. 

The Canadian electoral system is broken when a party can win a majority without any seats from a large 
portion of the country.  Can it be fixed? 

 Not likely.  There is no impetus for Quebec or Ontario to change the current system, since it works just 
fine for them.  A majority government is possible without the West, so why worry about giving them a 
voice? 

What is going to happen in the current Conservative leadership race? 

 First of all we should be thankful for anyone who puts their name forward for public service, as it is 
thankless and this is limiting the field.  Two weeks ago there looked to be a number of serious and credi-
ble candidates, but the pool is diminishing.  We would like to see a real contest that will test a leader and 
show us who is capable of building a country.  His feeling is that Trudeau is getting tired and will not be 
around for the next election, which maybe means Freeland or Carney will be the Liberal leader. 

Is anybody in the East telling the Westôs story? 

 Not really, they donôt want to hear it. 

Jim Fitzowich thanked Senator Black on behalf of the Club.  We appreciate the straight 
talk and insights, even though you are preaching to the choir.  One thing is that your job is 
not thankless, as we are very thankful for contribution that the Black family has given to us 
and to Canada. 

Senator Doug Black, Jack Black (PP: 1990 

to 1991)) and Father of Senator Black. 

Cathy Buckle, Senator Blackôs Sister  
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CLUB NEWS  

President Chas Filipski, on behalf of our membership wel-
comed us all to the January 30

th
 meeting of the Rotary Club of 

Calgary AT STAMPEDE PARK! 
 
This day in History:  
 
1649, King Charles 1st executed for treason 
1835, Andrew Jackson was almost assassinated, but the gun 
misfired and the assailant was clubbed into submission by 
Jackson 
1948, Ghandi was assassinated 
1933, Hitler was named Chancellor of Germany 
1968, TET offensive launched in Vietnam, which changed the 
course of that war 
1972, Bloody Sunday in Ireland with 13 killed and 17 wound-
ed.  
To end on an upbeat note in 1922 insulin was first tried to 
treat diabetes on a human which was 14 year old Canadian 
Leonard Thompson, and the rest is history. 
 

Editorôs Note: In transcribing President Chasô notes last week, we neglected to mention his recog-
nition that his parents would have celebrated their 65

th
 anniversary last week. 

 
Lisa Fernandes led us in the singing of the National Anthem followed by Rotary Grace.  
 
Head Table: Senator Doug Black, John Fitzsimmons, Jack Black (PP 90-91) and Father of Sen-
ator Black. Cathy Buckle, Senator Blackôs sister, Norm Devitt. 
 

Bulletin Editor: Bev Ostermann      Photographer: Paul Brick 
 
Health and Wellness:  
Gui Salazar continues to convalesce at home, but their son has been admitted to hospital with 
cardiac concerns. 
Darlene Whitmoreôs son-in-law had his second heart surgery in the last 6 months. Our best 
wishes go to Darlene and family for quick and successful recovery. 
Harry Pelton is undergoing more tests and scans at Tom Baker, but he is back with us today 
and looking well. 
Jeanette King is recovering from her ankle injury, living at Amica and impressing her grandkids 
with the mastery of her new scooter. 
Dan Dunlop is in for back surgery today. 
Mary McPhee (wife of PP Bill) is recovering from her fall and head injury in Mexico, with no last-
ing effects. 
 

Guests: Lynn Topp introduced Our Guest Speaker Senator Doug Black, Sena-

tor Blackôs Sister Cathy Buckle, Senator Blackôs Assistant Kevin Mason, Part-

nersô President Denise MacLeod, Mark Rowe from Heritage Park Rotary Club, 

Bryan MacKenzie (Guest of John Fitzsimmons), Barry Kenley (Guest of Murray 

Flegel), Darren Fach (Guest of Penny Leckie) and Kim McConnel (Guest of John 

Fitzsimmons).                               



 5 

 

 

CLUB NEWS  

50/50 Draw:  Michael Zacharki awarded $160.00 to Carol Rosdobutko.                         
 
Sergeant-At-Arms: Spencer Tonkinson extracted  some funds from our 
50/50 winners, Carol Rosdobutko and Rod Bower.  Bill LeClair paid a ran-
som to get his Robbie Burns statuette back, Kevin MacLeod paid for some 
broken crystal glasses (is there a story there?), Penny Leckie, Harry Pelton 
and Neil Magee paid for some lack of knowledge on Scottish trivia left over 
from last week. 
 
2020 DISTRICT CONFERENCE: The District Conference is coming up in May 
and Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park has sponsored Speaker Brad 
Gushue, for all you curlers out there. 

 
Mark Ambrose reminded us of the Larry Kwong Chinese New Year dinner on 
Feb 7

th
, You must register by this SUNDAY if you wish to go. The Valentineôs 

Day Luncheon is at Rotary House on Feb 13
th
.  This is a regular attendance 

meeting. 
 
Ken Farn extended his thanks to all the volunteers that helped at the Mustard 
Seed Dinner last week. 
 
The bylaw review meeting will be on February 20

th
 

 
HAVE A GREAT WEEK EVERYONE 
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LARRY KWONG MEMORIAL  

CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER  
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2020 RCCSP Valentines Luncheon  

  

2020 ANNUAL VALENTINEôS  

DAY LUNCHEON  

http://portal.clubrunner.ca/952/Event/2020-annual-valentine-s-day-luncheon-with-partners
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PICKLEBALL  

Deb Sands arranged for a Pickleball Lesson on Saturday, January 18
th
. 

From Calgary West: Dan and Marlene Doherty, Calgary North: Gerry Dar-
ichuk and from RCCSP: Deb Sands, Kendall Bocking and John Shield. 
 
The lesson was great fun and by the end of the two hours, they were all 
playing well and playing each other. 
 
Tony, John and Bill from the Calgary Pickleball Club taught us everything 
from how to hold the racquet to scoring with strategies.   
 
I am looking for a less expensive venue and then once I have that, I hope to 
put together a few more lesson days. 
 
Submitted by: Deb Sands 



 9 

 

 

SMALL GRANTS  

OUT AND ABOUT  

Champion: Phil Jackson 
Organization: Hull Services 
Cheque Amount: $9,461 
Cheque Presented To: Cindy Daigle, Resource Development & 
Jim Pritchard, Executive Manager 
Use of Funds: Development of Art and Sensory Rooms 

Champion:  Lynn Topp 
Organization: The Calgary Pregnancy Centre 
Cheque Amount: $5,124.00 
Cheque Presented To: Jutta Wittmeier, Executive Direc-
tor  
Use of Funds: Replace Window coverings on several 
windows (approx. 25 of 47 windows) 

Champion: Lynn Grant 
Organization: YouthLink 
Cheque Amount: $14,385.00 
Cheque Presented To: Carissa Lawton (Streetlight 
Director) and Greg Hutchinson (Executive Director) 
Use of Funds: kitchen upgrades for Streetlight mo-
bile youth drop in trailer 

Champion: Tony Ng 
Organization: Home Front yyc 
Cheque Amount: $7,000.00 
Cheque Presented To: Maggie MacKillop Executive 
Director 
Use of Funds: Upgrade Computer Systems 
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DISCON 2020  

 

²Ŝ - wƻǘŀǊȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎ - ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ Ŏƭǳō 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ 
wƻǘŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 
  

wƻǘŀǊȅ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗ ¸Ŝǘ ǘƻƻ ƻƊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎπ
ǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ wƻǘŀǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳπ
ǇŜǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
  

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ wƻǘŀǊȅ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǊƳΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ǝƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛπ
ȊŀǝƻƴΦ  

  

5ƛǎ/ƻƴ нлнл ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ LƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŦƻǊƎƛƴƎ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŘŀȅŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ōǳǎȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǝƭƭ ǇŀǊπ
ǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  

  

[ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Iƻǿ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ wƻǘŀǊȅ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

 
 .ǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ƻ 5ƛǎ/ƻƴ нлнл !ƴŘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅΗ 

 

 wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǘΥ ǿǿǿΦ5ƛǎŎƻƴрослΦŎŀ 
  

/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ wŜƴŘŜƭƭΣ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ нлмф-нлнл 

wƻǘŀǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ росл 

$)342)#4 '/6%2./2 

#(2)34).% 2%.$%,, 

http://www.Discon5360.ca
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SHELTERBOX INTERNATIONAL YOUTH  

 EXCHANGE/ROTEX DINNER  

Youth Exchange students make aprons depicting 
their country which are auctioned off. The Rotary 
Club of Calgary at Stampede Park won the bid on 
Carlotaôs apron. Back row, from left, Sharon/Terry 
Allen,  Bob/ Marlene Wiens. Front row, Myrna/Ted 
Rowsell, Dorothea Schaab & Carlota Figueras.         
Photo Myrna Rowsell 

Rotex & Youth Exchange students joined to 
produce a successful International Dinner on 
January 24th at the Calgary Slovenia Club. 
Funds raised from the auction of aprons were 
donated to Shelterbox. Photo: D. Schaab 

Carlota Figueras is 
joined by exchange 
students from 
Germany and 
Finland. 
Pictured above is the 
dessert that Carlota 
made. 

�x�� Over 120 people attended the annual International Dinner 
sponsored by Rotex and Youth Exchange students on 
Friday, January 24th at the Canadian Slovenia Club. 

�x�� The students made national aprons which were auctioned to 
raise funds for ShelterBox. 

�x�� Lucas Rasmusson (Rotex Member) was auctioneer for the 
evening & coaxed more than $10,656  from the audience.  

�x�� Attending from the Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede 
Park were: Terry/Sharon Allen, Ted/Myrna Rowsell, Bob/ 
Marlene Wiens, Dorothea Schaab & Corrine Wilkinson. 

�x�� This group was the winner of the bid on Carlota Figuerarsô  
apron at $200. 

�x�� The students provided entertainment through song and 
dance and, always a highlight of the evening are the 
international desserts made by the students. 

ShelterBox 
Registered under the global ShelterBox network since 2010, 
ShelterBox Canada (SBC) works to deliver aid to people 
who need it around the world. ShelterBox Trust in the UK is 
the ShelterBox headquarters and is where its operations 
team works. ShelterBox Canada focuses on fundraising and 
awareness on behalf of the UK headquarters. Out of the 
120 volunteers across Canada, ten Canadian ShelterBox 
Response Team members work with the rest of the 
International Response Team. 
ShelterBox responds to natural disasters by first 
understanding the impact of each emergency. Based on this 
analysis, it sends ShelterBoxes and ShelterKits with varied 
contents. ShelterBoxes can include solar lights, water 
storage and purification equipment, thermal blankets and 
cooking utensils. ShelterKits can include toolkits, ropes, and 
tarpaulins to make emergency shelters, repair buildings, or 
create new homes. 

International Youth Exchange students 
entertain during a talent show. 
Photo Myrna Rowsell 


