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ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
President Chas began by saying that my talk today
will not involve power points, charts or graphs. I
thought I would simply speak to you in regard to the
status of our club at mid year.
When I gave my inaugural address back in August, I
made mention then of what I call the glue of the club. I
certainly would like to touch on that while also updating you all as to where the board is on some issues that
have been on our agenda.
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As all of you know we have finalized changing the
name of our Club but that doesn’t stop there. The entire purpose of changing the name was for me the first
step in the broader arena of marrying the value of our
club to its current and ongoing status within the city’s
charitable organizations.
What I’m saying is the vision in adopting our new
name was to recognize what we have become and in
turn, take advantage of the tremendous impact of our
cemented association with the Calgary stampede. In
discussions with President elect Penny- as part of our
strategic plan - we will seek to not only maximize the
value of that partnership but strengthen our ties to it
in various ways. We are that Club in this town.
We have made strong strides towards that important
relationship through our current legacy project - the
restoration of the Oliver House which will share a
prominent place with our prominent name - especially
when the new Calgary Flames arena is completed. The
depth of opportunities we can consider - just with the
Stampede - is huge - let alone what we could broker.
Now, I choose not to speak at great length about our
dream home lottery total of this year. For a few reasons. Firstly; it is a number that is quite well-known
and a number that - amazingly- we have become somewhat accustomed to! Over $660,000 will go to various
charities. Secondly and more importantly to me is that
any kind of Dream Home Announcement should be
reserved for all of those folks that were on the Dream
Home Committee headed by Chair Jim Bladon. Especially in this case - as Jim outlined to you late last year
that in spite of all the changes that were made to the
format of selling that it was a record year. I fully expect
that will continue in President-Elect Penny Leckie’s
year as well as President-Nominee Craig Stokke.
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Through the efforts of the people in those committees and the efforts of everyone that I look out and see here
today we will continue the success of an extraordinary fundraiser which is the envy of any Rotary club that I’ve
ever mentioned it to. With that in mind also comes a huge responsibility and one that we should take very seriously. That is the fact that without the contributions of all of us no matter how small or how great - This incredible fundraiser will likely not continue. It is truly and quite literally our golden nest egg.
It must be watched, tended, nurtured in order for it to continue successfully. I can tell you that there is discussion among members of this club and - in fact - a growing number of members of this club that we become cognizant of what the future may hold for this fundraiser. By that I mean what does it look like in 5 years? 10
years? If we are not diligent in monitoring what may be shifting trends then we are sure to regret it. That said,
there may be no change however - again - it is our golden egg and we must care for it faithfully. The bottom line
is so far we’ve done a hell of a job! Let’s keep it up!
You’ve heard me talk about this before but it bears repeating. The burden of completing the review of our financial reporting is complete. This new method of record keeping will usher in a new era of competency, clarity and capability for years to come. The work by the firm of Buchanan Barry has been nothing short of phenomenal. I have expressed my personal thanks to Marty Barry who led his group in bringing our reporting up
to date. However, I reserve my highest praise for those that led our group in this very important endeavor. And
I speak of our treasurer Don Mintz as well as our president elect Penny Leckie. Ladies and gentlemen without
the sincere dedication of these two individuals in particular - there is no way on God's good earth that this
would have been accomplished. I assure you this club owes a great deal to the efforts of those two individuals
and I applaud them right now!
I am also pleased to announce that - most likely in my year - we will have completed another great task. That is
the review of our clubs bylaws. Now for all of you that think this is a fairly rudimentary exercise, please listen
up. Past President Sherry Austin, Past President Terry Allen and current Club Secretary Larry Stein among
others have been at this for the better part of 3 years. I want to thank them for their commitment to seeing this
through as it allows us to remain current with Rotary International as well as the subtle but necessary changes
of our Club as we grow. This too was a complicated task that involved much deliberation and I thank my fellow
board members for their important part in terms of bringing us up-to-date. I can tell you that over the next
couple of months we will be able to formally ask that membership review the changes to the bylaws so that we
may ratify them and finally have them Incorporated. I know Past President Ron Prokosch is as happy as anyone in this Club to see this completed. I’m pleased for him and all of us as it is important work that is vital to
our Club. And there you have it. An update on some of the accomplishments in our club and a bit of a gauge on
where we stand in completing them.
So let’s talk glue shall we? As I mentioned in August if I had a goal this year as your President I wanted to improve the glue that holds us together as members of this club. We are making progress there. The obvious progress lies intertwined in the accomplishments that I’ve just outlined to you. We don’t have a successful dream
home - we cannot complete the work of financial reporting - and club bylaws unless we have glue. In those cases the glue is the dedication of the individuals that participate. In those cases the glue is the dedication to trying to better the club for those that will come after us. It is a sense of pride - a sense of commitment a sense of
duty to a club that has provided so much for so many for so long. This is not hyperbole. It is simply fact.
Wine Club, Dinner Club, Curling, Bridge; all of these events and more are designed to promote and enhance the
glue of our club. If you’re not in one of these what I call after hour groups - please reconsider. They are always
more fun than you think they’ll be and the camaraderie is infectious.
Dinner Club; a great idea has come from an experience at Wendy and Peter Giuffre’s house. It was their turn
to host and what they did was not only invite those that were on the list for them to host but they included several of us that lived in their neighborhood. This resulted in a fun evening and a format that I encourage everyone in Dinner Club to follow! The glue here was simply the fact that the more Rotarians the better. It works.
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Wine Club, Dinner Club, Curling, Bridge; all of these events and more are designed to promote and enhance the
glue of our club. If you’re not in one of these what I call after hour groups - please reconsider. They are always
more fun than you think they’ll be and the camaraderie is infectious.
Dinner Club; a great idea has come from an experience at Wendy and Peter Giuffre’s house. It was their turn
to host and what they did was not only invite those that were on the list for them to host but they included several of us that lived in their neighborhood. This resulted in a fun evening and a format that I encourage everyone in Dinner Club to follow! The glue here was simply the fact that the more Rotarians the better. It works.
I must mention all the good work that the social committee does in providing the events; The Christmas Luncheon, Valentines Luncheon, Stampede Kick-off and all the various events that we do throughout the year. The
committee is tasked with ensuring there are fun events to celebrate our accomplishments. I urge you to support them with your enthusiastic participation.
It was especially gratifying to me to see a group step up and organize a new fundraiser this year -Rock’em Sock
‘em - they saw a need for our Club - and many many both inside and outside our club responded remarkably! It
was a great success and future formats are being drawn up already. The glue there was in the vision of creating
something to enhance the experience of our Club and membership. Thanks Murray Flegel and Crew
I would be completely remiss and perhaps suffer something worse than that - if I didn’t mention The Stay In
School Golf Tournament. It was a long time ago being on Bryan Targett’s committee and seeing his vision
come to fruition. If I recall correctly we started with a modest donation from a brokerage firm that believed in
the vision of the tournament. We were also incredibly fortunate to have had a most generous and involved
sponsor in Ann McKenna Owner of supreme windows. She believed as much as anybody in this project and her
unending and most generous support ensured the success of the tournament.
We will enter our 20th year this year with an amount in trust of just shy of $4 million. The glue here is dedication of a number of people that have held this in its highest regard and pledged to be mentors to some very
lucky students. Again participation in this Event as a sponsor volunteer player or a combination of all three has
yielded extraordinary results. We are on the verge of self funding our commitment to the students in our program. Now, it is not for me to announce when that day will ultimately arrive because I’m not here to steal any
thunder from those people that have worked so incredibly hard to produce such a successful endeavor. They
have enriched the lives of many students and it is really remarkable when you consider what has been accomplished. Well done.
There are a couple of items that I want to
briefly touch on that remain to be accomplished on my watch.
One that I will talk to you about now the other I can only hint at right at this time.
I can talk about our dear Log Cabin. The update here is that it is status quo. While that’s
positive its just not good enough.
For me there are only three outcomes to the
fate of this cabin.
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Number one as we stay where we are - untouched unfettered unmolested - and we go on and enjoy this wonderful meeting place.
Number two we are told that the cabin must be moved and also told that that task is impossible and so therefore we bulldoze the cabin and move to somewhere else.
Number three we are told that we must move the cabin and that moving it is entirely feasible and we pick a
great spot and move our cabin to a new foundation somewhere on Stampede Park.
The option of number two is untenable. I promise you to work to my utmost to see that never happens.
That leaves us options number one or three. Number one is easy and self explanatory. I am working on number
three.

I intend to have in our collective back pockets a plan of action that we can present to whatever governing body advises us that our cabin must be moved. It will outline in detail how this can be accomplished and save our most unique meeting place.
Second item that remains an accomplished is on a more personal level. I’m not trying to be coy it’s just
that discretion at this point requires that I not give out too many details. Suffice it to say that it is
about the glue of this club and when I think about it now it might be the most meaningful example
representing that glue within the Club. I hate to leave you hanging like that but that’s all I can tell you
right now. Except that it is imminent. So stay tuned!
In closing my fellow Rotarians, I want to encourage you to continue to work together as much as you
possibly can. None of us is as smart as all of us. We achieve the most when we take advantage of the
strength of this club. Ideas, passion dedication come from all of us. The potential of this club is unparalleled.
You know, the position of President of this club is unique in many ways. Perhaps though the most
unique is the perspective one gains when they’re in this position. The perspective I’ve gained is that
I’ve seen what this club is capable of. I can honestly tell you that even when I was a board member I
had no idea. There is massive dedication, incredible passion, true comradery, powerful vision on display to me on literally a daily basis. I would venture that any Past President would echo these very
same thoughts.
So I want to leave you with one final request. I want you to turn your attention away from me. For just
a moment I want all of you to look at those sitting with you around your table. Do it for me now.
Ladies and gentlemen these faces are those faces that care about you in this club. These are the people
that make this club go and these will be the people that make and carry this club into the future.

The faces that you look at right now are the faces that will join you, enable you, support you to shape
and enhance the best Club in town.

That’s it! That’s all!
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President Chas opened our meeting and requested that we pay tribute to Lois Adam. Lois
was the wife of George Adam, Past President and our only surviving Charter Member. Past
President Bryan Targett was called to the podium to deliver a tribute to Lois. In his tribute
Bryan indicated that Lois was truly a “firecracker” who never said “no”. She was committed
and dedicated to the ideals of Rotary and could always be found assisting in a wide variety
of Rotary functions. She sold Dream Home tickets for over forty years. We will miss her
support. President Chas mentioned that he had talked to George who mentioned that, “he
sorely missed not being able to wake up and hold Lois’s hand!”
President Chas completed the tribute by announcing that Lois had been designated as an Honourary Member
by the board.

President Chas requested that we join Lisa Fernandes in the singing of O’ Canada and Rotary Grace
Head Table: Ernie Yaskowich, Past President Bryan Targett, New Inductee Azeem Virjee, Past President Bob Brawn and Joe Connelly
Bulletin Editor: Glenn Potter

Photographer: Paul Brick

Guests: Ben Steblecki introduced Christine Martin, Tina Virjee, Rhonda Yaskowich, Dave
Leslie (RC of Downtown), Chantal Hutchins, John Banfield, Denise Somners, Teresa and
Emily Stokke
50/50 Draw: Bryan Burt announced that the pot of $182 was won by Darlene Whitmore
Sergeant-At-Arms: Tom Walton requested that the
following members come forward: Sherry Austin,
Joe Connelly, George Deegan, Michael Ruttan, Jim
Fitzowich, and Lynn Topp They were each handed a
list of well known individuals and then tested on
matching the names with a well-known saying. Not
too many right answers here!

Club Announcements
Wine Club: Gena Rotstein announced that the next Wine Club meeting would be held at the
home of Christine Kyte. Please email Christine if you would like to attend
Valentine’s Day Luncheon: Gena Rotstein announced that the Social Committee will be selling
Valentine Cards for .25 cents each. Members are encouraged to fill out a card and it will be delivered by “cupid”
Larry Kwong Memorial Chinese New Year Dinner: George Deegan indicated that the evening would include great food and that the” Magician” we enjoyed a couple of years ago would be
back as the featured entertainment for the evening. We’re encouraged to invite guests and
come out and celebrate on Feb. 7th.

Health and Wellness:
- Harry Pelton is back today
- Rod Bower is recovering
- Earl Huson is here and recovering

- Dan Dunlop: awaiting another back surgery
- Ron Prokosch broke his left wrist
- Ken Copithorne’s sister passed away, our condolences

President Chas closed the meeting by reminding us to sign the card for George Adam
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Ernie Yaskovich introduced Azeem Virjee and indicated that he has known Azeem for over seven
years that Azeem’s lifestyle and beliefs are a great fit
with Rotary. He arrived in this country at the age of
14 and upon coming to one his first meetings identified Terry Allen as his High School Principal.
Azeem studied at the University of Calgary earning a
degree in Business and Economics. Azeem is married to Tina and they have two children Shan, age 18
who is attending the University of Calgary and Jenna, age 14, who is attending Cochrane High. Azeem
is a golfer and he’s already pencilled in for the Stay
In School Golf Tournament Committee.
Past President Bob Brawn inducted Azeem to Rotary by informing
Azeem that Rotary is a global organization of over 1.2 million members who
are friends, leaders and problem solvers who want to make the world a better place. There are over 700 clubs in Canada with over 22,000 members.
The objectives of Rotary are clearly defined in the 4-Way Test and the Rotary Motto. The 4-Way Test sets standards for service with an emphasis on
Fellowship and Friendship. Fellowship is obvious during our luncheon
meetings but can also be found when participating in our committee activities and endeavors. The more you involve your self in the activities of the
club the more you will build goodwill and friendship with other members.

The Rotary Motto is “SERVICE ABOVE SELF”. It needs no explanation. HOWEVER – it was
in repeating the motto that Bob had a senior’s moment and rephrased the motto as “SELF ABOVE
SERVICE”!!!!! Where upon the club regaled itself with much laughter at Bob’s gaffe!
Bob said to Azeem that it is my hope that you will get as much personal satisfaction out of our club as
I have over the years. On behalf of our members I ask President Chas to invest you in the Rotary
Club of Calgary at Stampede Park.

President Chas concluded the Induction by presenting Azeem with his Rotary Pin, his badge and
the Rotary Information Package.
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A NOTE FROM BEV AND DIANNE ...
"We would like to thank all of the Rotarians and Partners who sent us their kind
thoughts and condolences upon the passing of our daughter-in-law, Kelsey. She
was a lovely and special young lady who
brought much joy into our lives and the
lives of all who knew her. She has been
taken from us much too soon and is
missed greatly.

Bev and Dianne Ostermann"

The Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park will be sponsoring, cooking and serving dinner at The Mustard Seed on

Friday, January 24th

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be circulated early in the New Year for
two volunteer shifts:
Shift 1: 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm: Food Prep and Clean up
Shift 2: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm: Food Service and Clean up
If you would like sign up early please email Ken Farn at: kgfarn@telusplanet.net

The next Wine Club is at Christine Kyte’s
House at: 3 Brightonwoods Crescent SE.
Bring one bottle per household And the
theme is “Bubbles”
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This is a photo of Bryan
Walton on the dock of
Cartagena, Spain at one
of the ports on his Mediterranean Cruise

RCCSP NAME CHANGE MATTERS FOR ALL COMMITTEES



It is a good idea to discuss how our name change affects your committees



Send out announcements by email or contact any agency or any individual that will need to
be aware of the name change.




There are new logos on the website that you can download and use

Go to: Member Resources, View and Download Club Documents to find them.

HONOLULU HAWAII 2020
click here to see rates and register: http://www.riconvention.org/en/honolulu/registration-fees
Travel and accommodation information can be found at this link. Don't let the "Sold Out" on many
hotels deter you. You can use our sources, or you can book something on your own. Just don't miss
the convention: http://www.riconvention.org/en/honolulu/travel-and-accommodations
Check out “ALOHA ROTARY!” from Rotary International on Vimeo. The video is
available for your viewing pleasure at https://vimeo.com/313026044
Contact Calgary Chinook Rotarian, Anne Dale at: 403-333-9317 if you have any questions
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PLEASE NOTE: Luanne Whitmarsh’s email has changed, please use:
l.whitmarsh@shaw.ca
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Rotary YEX International Dinner
Fundraiser for ShelterBox
•

A fundraising dinner for ShelterBox, organized by past, present and future Rotary YEX Students of
Rotary District 5360 will be held on Friday, January 24th.

•

The evening includes a buffet dinner, an international array of desserts cooked by our inbound exchange students, a live international apron auction, and an evening talent show!

•

The doors open at 6 pm for the international dinner which will be held at the Slovenian Canadian Club
of Calgary: 2335 16A Street SE in Inglewood

Tickets are $35 per person and may be ordered on line: https://internationaldinner.square.site/

The Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park hopes to
sponsor a teenager to attend this camp in August
2020. We are asking Rotarians to pass the information
along to young people that they know that might be good
prospects for such a camp.
If anyone has any questions they can be directed to:
Brad Brewster at: (403) 305 8280 or email: brewster.brad@ymail.com
From AYEC to RAYEC
In 2018, Alberta Youth Entrepreneurship Camp and Community Futures partnered with Rotary
District #5360 to become Rotary Alberta Youth Entrepreneurship Camp. Same great camp, just a
new name!
What is camp?

RAYEC is a week-long camp that takes place every August for youth ages 13- 15 who are interested in learning about business and entrepreneurship. The main focus of this camp is to educate
youth about marketing, advertising, preparing a cash-flow statement and writing a business plan.
Campers set up their own businesses and use real money which they borrow from actual bankers. The last day is “Business Day” at the camp, where campers have the opportunity to open and
operate their businesses. The youth also get to participate in many fun recreational activities
throughout their week at camp.
RAYEC accepts 60 youth age 13-15 each year based on their applications. This camp is FREE to
attend for the campers that are selected, thanks to the generous support of our partners and
sponsors. There is also an opportunity for 10 previous campers to attend as Youth Leaders. For
more information on becoming a camper or youth leader, please visit: https://www.rotaryayec.ca/
Submitted by: Brad Brewster
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January Partners Book Club
Our Partners Book Club will meet on January 20 th at the Calgary Golf &
Country Club at 9:30 am. Please email janetopp@shaw.ca by January
16th to reserve your breakfast place. The Cost is $16.
Be ready to share the books you have read and return those you have borrowed. Looking
forward to seeing you!
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DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

Jan 15

Wine Club: Christine Kyte’s House: Theme is Bubbles

Christine’s House

Jan 16

Alex Heron: PimCo Economic Forecast

Rotary House

Jan 23

Burns Day Celebration

Rotary House

Jan 24

Mustard Seed Dinner: Volunteers Needed

Mustard Seed

Jan 24

ShelterBox Youth International Dinner: Slovenian Canadian Club

Jan 30

Senator Black: Bill C69

Rotary House

Feb 6

Brian Farrell: Mind and Music

Rotary House

Feb 7

L. Kwong Chinese New Year Celebration

Regency Palace

Feb 13

Valentine’s Day Luncheon with Partners

Rotary House

Feb 20

Jen Davies: Stigma Roots: Cannabis: from Roots to (Stock) Tips

Rotary House

Feb 27

TBA

Rotary House

Mar 5

Jeff Davison: New Arena Deal

Rotary House

Mar 12

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

Rotary House

Mar 12

Wine Club: Chas Filipski’s House: Theme is Italian

Chas’ House

Mar 19

Glen Street: CEO Street Characters

Rotary House

Mar 26

Bob Wiens: Colombia Projects Update

Rotary House

Apr 2

Gus Yaki: Alberta Southern Prairie Orthinology

Rotary House

Apr 9

Tom Leppard: Field of Crosses

Rotary House

Apr 16

TBA

Rotary House

Apr 23

New Members Celebration

BLUE ROOM

Apr 30

TBA

Rotary House

May 7

Stuart Cullum: Olds College

Rotary House

May 14

Annual St. Mary’s 4 Way Test

Rotary House

May 21

Annual Stay In School Luncheon

TBA

May 28

Annual Dream Home Kick off

Rotary House

June 4

Annual Stampede Board Presentation

BLUE ROOM

June 11

U of C Vet School Offsite Tour

U of C

June 18

Annual Charity Day Presentations

Rotary House

June 25

Changing of the Guard, Large Grants and WCS

Rotary House

July 2

Annual Dream Home Kickoff Party
HEALTH, WELLNESS AND TRANSPORATION COMMITTEE

Ron Prokosch will be your Health, Wellness & Transportation contact to report any illness, or
transportation needs during January: Cell: 403 651 1722 or: rprokosch@prokoschgroup.com
And Hugh Delany for February: Cell 403 819 4872 or: hughdelaney02@gmail.com
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RCCSP 2019 2020 Officers and Directors
President: E. Chas Filipski, Jr.

chasfilipski@gmail.com

Past President: Ron Prokosch

rprokosch@prokoschgroup.com

President-Elect: Penny Leckie

penny@taxtherapist.ca

Club Secretary: Larry Stein

larry.stein@shaw.ca

Treasurer: Don Mintz

treasurer@rotarycs.org /
donmintz@shaw.ca

Partners President: Denise MacLeod

denisemacleod67@gmail.com

Club Service Operations: Bryan Walton

walton.skyranch@gmail.com

Club Service Membership &Social: Gena Rotstein

gena@genarotstein.com

Club Service Ways & Means: David Young

dsy39@yahoo.com

Community Service Local: Michael Ruttan

mike.ruttan@mnp.ca

Community Service Ways & Means: Ted Stack

ehtedstack@gmail.com

International & Vocational Service: Jamie Moorhouse

jamie@talkinglightmedia.com

Youth Service: Dorothea Schaab

schaabd@telus.net

ClubRunner Mobile App The key to connect to your Club and District on the go!
View an up to date member directory which gives you necessary contact information to Make
a call, Text or Email Club Members directly from your device. View your Attendance, Upcoming Events and much more

Download app from the Apple App Store or Google Play, simply type in
'ClubRunner' in search bar.
The app is compatible with all versions of the iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch sets
that have iOS 8.0 or later and with versions of Android that are 4.0.3 or better.

View link for more info: https://site.clubrunner.ca/Page/clubrunner-mobile-appnow-available
Many Rotarians in this Club use the app and have found it to be invaluable. Info is
more current and keeps you in touch with all of your Club Members at the touch of a button on
your SmartPhone
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