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JEFF DAVISON: OUTLOOK FOR CALGARY /  NEW EVENT CENTRE  

 

INSIDE THE BULLETIN  

Joe Connelly introduced our guest 
speaker, Ward 6 Councillor Jeff Da-
vison.  It is great to see you at our little 
Rotary Club at Stampede Park.  Jeff is the 
Councillor from Ward 6 and I used to say 
in council that Ward 6 is the closest to 
heaven in Calgary.  If you know anything 
about Calgary, you will know that I meant 
the topography and not the people.  Jeff 
was elected in October 2017 and brought 
a pro-business vision to City Council.  His 
work on the arena deal is evidence of that.  
He sits on the Calgary Municipal Land 
Corporation, Calgary Economic Develop-
ment, Opportunity Calgary Investment 
Fund, Calgary Film Commission, and Cal-
gary Parking Authority.   

 

Jeff is the Chair of the Event Centre As-
sessment Committee, and in July 2019 
they reached a deal between the City, 
Calgary Stampede and Calgary Sports 
Entertainment Corporation to construct a 
new Event Centre, to be located in Victo-
ria Park and anchor a new entertainment 
district.  Prior to politics, he had a suc-
cessful career in communications and in-
vestor relations in the energy and technol-
ogy sectors.  He is also acting as Deputy 
Mayor this month. 

https://bit.ly/2IKLlVc
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JEFF DAVISON: OUTLOOK FOR CALGARY ...  

Councillor Davison opened his talk by noting that as Deputy Mayor he had suggested that Mayor 
Nenshi be quarantined when he returns from India, but the City Clerk would not let him advance the 
motion.  People come to Calgary or choose to stay here because of the environment of peace and 
goodwill, and the spirit of optimism.  The last 5 years have been hard, and we must now work on re-
storing our confidence and public trust. 
 

The City has a great foundation for making it a great place to live.  It has been built by great visionar-
ies.  It has a highly educated, young population.  And, it is continuing to grow, even in these tough 
times.  The population has grown by 40,000 over the past 5 years, and will have increased by 
100,000 by 2024.  City GDP is estimated to grow by 2.5% this year.  Fourteen new communities are 
under construction, adding 18,000 new houses and 9,000 new condos by 2024. 

 

New infrastructure such as the BMO expansion 
and new Event Centre give us unique spaces 
that will attract visitors.  For instance, the 
40,000 Rotarians that will be here in 2025.  
The entertainment district around the new 
Event Centre is expected to attract $2.0B in 
private investment, and generate over $1.2B in 
annual activity.  CMLC is currently in the de-
sign phase for the Event Centre and expects to 
have shovels in the ground in 2021, with com-
pletion by 2024.  It will take 3 ï 4,000 workers 
to construct, which is a major uplift to the local 
economy in itself. 
 

Spending major amounts on infrastructure in 
times of economic difficulty has been ques-
tioned.   Many jurisdictions are undergoing the 
same process ï reduce operating costs and 
increase infrastructure spending.  The objec-
tive is to try to increase revenues without in-
creasing taxes.   

 

The Green Line final design is still being evaluated.  Does Stage 1 go across the river, or does it just 
go south from downtown?  What are the risks of the river crossing?  The deep tunnel river crossing 
option has been rejected because of high cost and high risk, but what are the alternatives and what 
are the risks associated?  All of the necessary land has required has essentially been acquired, and 
station locations established.  It is interesting that designs put the Victoria Park station some distance 
from the Event Centre, so as to generate foot traffic that will attract entertainment and commercial 
ventures around the Centre. 
 

A Grade 6 class came up with a good description of the reasons to go forward.  ñStanding still is the 
best way to go backwardò.  Calgary has gone through booms and busts, but it is still a city of volun-
teers and resilience.  There are lots of new challenges and new opportunities out there, and lots of 
people are working to make better lives for all of us. 
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JEFF DAVISON: OUTLOOK FOR CALGARY ...  

There was a Question and Answer period after Councillor Davisonôs talk. 

 

What is the Cityôs share of Green line LRT cost? 

Currently it looks like about $2.5B, but a lot depends upon the final position taken by the province, 
which is still being decided upon. 

 

How was the arena cost arrived at, with no design in place? 

Talks on a new event centre started in 2005, so some preliminary design concepts were available.  
Also, an approximate capacity of 19,000 provided a baseline for comparison to similar facilities that 
could be priced by several construction contractors.  All of the concept estimates came in under the 
$550M figure, which includes significant contingency amounts. 

 

There is a concern with City administered infrastructure cost and schedule 
over runs.  The City does not have a good history on major projects such as 
the LRT West Line or the current Green Line. 

Administration has been directed come forward with their best estimates for the design decided up-
on, and to not try to expand scope within that number.  Risks must be evaluated properly, any 
changes must be priced out and approved before changing the budget.  A separate armôs length 
management organization, wholly owned by the City such as CMLC, may be set up for the Green 
Line and other major transit infrastructure. 

 

Will the new event centre be available to the public on a free or affordable ba-
sis? 

That is the intent, but experience with the Saddledome shows that it hard for public groups to utilize 
a 19,000 seat facility.  It is just too big.  The hope is that the design will include smaller venues that 
will be more suitable for these groups. 

 

Is there any current discussion about an LRT link to the airport? 

Yes, this is being looked at for the next capital cycle.  It is recognized that rapid transit to the airport 
is a desirable piece of infrastructure for any major city. 

 

Norm Devitt thanked Councillor Davison for his optimistic talk. Calgary is a wonderful city 
with great facilities, and it looks like we are on the path to making it even better.  Just be 
sure to make our new event centre better than Edmontonôs and please put in more bath-
rooms. 
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CLUB NEWS  

President Chas Filipski, on behalf of our membership welcomed us all to 
the March 5

th
 meeting of the Rotary Club of Calgary AT STAMPEDE 

PARK! 
 
This day in History:  
¶ 1496: King Henry VII commissions an Italian, John Cabot, to explore 
new lands. He proclaimed Eastern Canada for England in 1497. His 
real name was Giovanni Caboto. 

¶ 1770: Boston massacre, killing 5 and wounding 6 
¶ 1853: Steinway piano company formed in NYC 
¶ 1946: Winston Churchill coined the term ñIron curtainò while accept-
ing an honorary degree from Westminster College in Missouri 

¶ 2013: Nicholas Maduro assumes Presidency of Venezuela after death 
of Chavez. 

 
Lisa Fernandes led us in the singing of the national anthem followed by 
Rotary Grace.   
 
Head Table: Guest speaker Jeff Davison, Joe Connelly, Norm Devitt, 
Exchange Student Carlotta, and PE Penny Leckie. 
 
Peter Penner was welcomed back after a lengthy absence. 
 
Bulletin Editor: Bev Ostermann    Photographer: Chad Hason 
 
Health and Wellness: Nothing much to report this week, except that Spencer Tonkinson was with us today 
even after suffering a concussion while skiing yesterday and having to be transferred from Banff into Calgary 
for additional testing.  That is dedication. 

  
Visitors and Guests: Darlene Whitmore intro-
duced our visitors and guests.    
                            
50/50 Draw:  Jim Hutchens awarded $136 to 
George Deegan (his first win in 45 years, according 
to George).   
      
                  

Sergeant-At-Arms: Chad Hason extracted some funds from Darlene, and various others based on their 
knowledge of celebrity name changes. 
 
Announcements:  PE Penny Leckie reminded us that the District Conference is 
coming up in May and the Club is sponsoring speaker Brad Gushue at one of the 
luncheons, for all you curlers out there.  He will be introduced by our Sherry Aus-
tin. 
 
PE Penny also gave a shout out to the SISP.  One of our students was recently 

having a problem at school, and Bryan Targett, Earl Huson and Stan Cichon all 

stepped forward to advise / help her with her problem.  Another indication of how 

important and effective our SISP is. 

Earl Huson reminded all SISP mentors that report cards are due for this 
yearôs first semester, and there are still a few outstanding from last year. 

 


