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2024-25…Please join Vitaliia Vash, and everyone here
in attendance, in the singing of O’Canada followed by Rotary Grace.

Head Table (L-R) : Evan Strong, Shannon Cormier, Stan Cichon, President Bladon,
Kathy Demorest and Max Feldman.

Click HERE to register for next week’s meeting and HERE
for this week’s meeting link

Welcome St
Mary’S Guests!

Multiple Amazing
Golf Opportunities

Welcome to the May 15
meeting of the Rotary Club of
Calgary at Stampede Park. Today
we have our annual Stay in
School presentation! My name is
Jim Bladon, and I am honoured
to be the President of this Club
for Rotary year 2024-25.

th

https://rotarystampedepark.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X89Qz23Mrbw


Max Feldman introduced Peace, Able, Arshpreet and Ethan, the
grade 8 students from St John XXIII and Sherwood who’s in-school
and community activities, hobbies, education and career goals
stood out, allowing them the opportunity for the SIS scholarship.
“We were impressed with all the students we interviewed,
particularly, what they do to support their family, their school, and
the community – all would be great Rotarians” - Max. 

To watch the full presentation click HERE

Today’s Meeting:

Gerry Darichuk provided a Ukrainian Relief update, highlighting that
the power of Rotary has helped contribute to the success of the
$750,000 hospital which is now fully equipped and operational. This is
only “the beginning of a lot more,” as the success of this initiative has
sparked further progress, with three additional fully funded hospitals
now underway across Ukraine. Gerry is currently seeking volunteers to
support the Ukrainian booth in the House of Friendship at the Rotary
International Convention. 

John Shield reminded us that there are still Dream Home shifts that need to be filled. If you’re having
any issues, contact shifts@rotarycs.org to help fill your 8 shift commitment. Only 49 days left!

We had the opportunity to hear from one of our new members, Peter Lafontaine, a “Happy, Healthy,
Wealthy (in that exact order)” businessman with a keen interest in tech and experience in the fur trading
industry.  Welcome to the club! 

David Field introduced our guests, followed by the Welcome Song

Jim Hutchens pulled  the fifty-fifty with help from our guest Shannon
Cormier,  where Ken Copithorne won the prize of $185!  

Rick Jakubec informed us that volunteers are needed to help fill food hampers for the Rotarians
Community Kitchens. Shifts needed to be filled are May 26, 5 to 8 pm and June 24, 5 to 8 PM. Please
forward your name including email address and shift preference to Rick Jakubec at rjakubec@shaw.ca.

STAY IN
SCHOOL Kathy Demorest warmly welcomed our four Stay in School students, including Petra,

a scholarship recipient who completed the program in 2011, and Danielle, who is 
currently in her first year of college. Kathy also extended heartfelt
thanks to the dedicated mentors, both past and present, whose
guidance has made a lasting difference in the lives of these
students. Lastly, welcomed president of the Alberta School Boards
Marilyn Dennis.

Kathy Demorest introduced Bryan Targett, the visionary who developed a plan to give students a
meaningful opportunity for success, a plan that evolved into what we now know as the Stay in School
program. Since its inception, the program has welcomed 42 students, helping to shape brighter futures
through mentorship and support. Kathy then invited Sherwood Principal, Breanna Fraser, to the
podium. Breanna spoke about the lasting impact of the scholarship and the inspiration it brings to
students: “Someone who believes in them walks beside them and helps them stay on course. Thank you
for believing in our students and making a lasting difference for their futures.”

Shannon Cormier, Principal of St. John XXIII, spoke about the profound impact of the Stay in School
program, not only through financial support but also through the value of mentorship. She emphasized
that the program teaches students important life lessons, particularly the value of earning something
rather than simply receiving it. The application process itself is a valuable learning experience, guiding
students on how to write an application, request references, and meet submission deadlines. Most
importantly, all applicants are given the opportunity to celebrate their hard work, regardless of the
outcome.

Stan Cichon concluded by expressing heartfelt gratitude to Shannon and Breanna for their unwavering
dedication to their students. He emphasized that thanks to programs like Stay in School, and to the
people who care so deeply about our youth, we can look to the future with great hope and confidence.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X89Qz23Mrbw
mailto:shifts@rotarycs.org
mailto:rjakubec@shaw.ca


70TH ANNIVERSARY GALA70TH ANNIVERSARY GALA
The Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park celebrated its 70th
anniversary with a gala event. Ken Copithorne highlighted the
club's early growth, community projects like the Stampede Dream
Home Lottery and Rotary Challenger Park, and youth programs. He
recognized past leaders and members' contributions. District
Governor Christina Hassan and Past President Craig Stokke
emphasized the club's impact and future potential. Teresa Stokke
and Rhonda Yaskowich coordinated the event, with over 24 past
presidents and partners participating. The evening included a
50/50 draw, a poem by Teresa, and a thank you to volunteers. The
event concluded with a dance and band performance.

Any photos from the gala, please send to admin@rotarycs.org.
Updates will be made when they are posted to the website. 

Attached to this bulletin is a video greeting
from RI President Stephanie to congratulate

the club on 70 years of service to the
community.

mailto:admin@rotarycs.org


1.Please respect that the Stampede requests ALL requests to
have meetings before or after our weekly meetings MUST be
requested. The Stampede has many groups that use Rotary
House and most of the time they can accommodate us. Your
request should go to Grayce at admin@rotarycs.org

2.There is an interest from our membership to borrow some of
the amazing archive materials that were on display at the Gala!
You are welcome to borrow what you need by emailing Grayce
at admin@rotarycs.org and by signing it out and ensuring it all
comes back to the office. 

3.If you have any pictures from the Gala, please send them to
admin@rotarycs.org please!

-Luanne Whitmarsh

From the desk of the Secretary

mailto:admin@rotarycs.org
mailto:admin@rotarycs.org
mailto:admin@rotarycs.org


THE
 SHOWDOWN

 The Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park will
host incoming New Generations Student Exchange

participant, Victor Dalla Costa, from Germany. Victor
is 20 years old; is from Munich and is fluent in

German, Italian and English. We are in need of a
second host family for Victor’s stay …. Time frame

would be approximately the last two weeks of July.
His exchange will involve cultural experiences, a work

internship and service opportunities. Victor enjoys
engaging in sports like tennis, polo on horse, skiing,

swimming and working out at the gym. He also has a
passion for drones and photography. Please reach

out to Dorothea Schaab (403 660 6232 or
schaabd@gmail.com) for more information on

hosting Victor.

Second Host Family Needed
for New Generations

Student Exchange In July

mailto:schaabd@gmail.com


Closing:

 Next week: May 22  - MRU President & Vice Chancellor, Dr. Tim
Railly.

nd

The following week: May 29  -  Former Member of the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta, Richard Gotfried

th

Closing words: 
I saw a sign on High School Bulletin Board a few years ago…and
it said: FREE KNOWLEDGE every Monday to Friday: …Bring your

own Containers!

Remember: You create the Magic. You unlock the Magic. You
advance the Magic…You are all the Magic of Rotary!



Calendar

Dates to Remember - Save these!!
May 9  - 70  Galath th

May 21  - Turkey Int'l Dinnerst

June 2  - Farewell Lunch for Partners President Teresand

June 5  - President Jim’s Jerseys and Jeans Presidents Social th

June 21  - 2025 Rotary Internation Convention, Calgaryst

July 3  - Kick off for Dream Homerd

June 2  - Farewell Lunch for Pres. Teresand

June 5  - No Lunch Meetingth

               - Pres. Jim’s Presidents Social 

June 12  - Stampede Updateth

June 19  - NO MEETINGth

June 20  to 25  - Internation Conventionth th

June 26  - NO MEETINGth

May 1  - Dr Duane Brattst

May 8  - NO MEETING th

May 9  - 70  Anniversary Galath th

May 15  - Annual Stay in School Luncheonth

May 22  - MRU President and Vice Chancellornd

May 29  - Richard GotFriedth


