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DAVID YAGER: ALBERTA OIL ð FROM MIRACLE TO MENACE      

Brenda McKinley introduced our Guest Speaker, 
David Yager. 
 
David Yager  is a semi-retired oil service executive 
and entrepreneur. Since 1970 he has worked in mul-
tiple oil service sector segments and from 1987 to 
2012 was a founder, senior office and director of 
three successful TSX-listed oil service companies. 
From 2012 to 2016 he served as National Leader 
Oilfield Services for MNP LLP, a leading Canadian 
tax, accounting and consulting provider. 
 
Through Yager Management Ltd., he currently con-
sults as an executive finance and management advi-
sor to oil service companies as well as presenting 
upstream oil and gas industry overviews and trends 
to companies, boards, industry associations and oth-
er organizations.  
 
David Yager has been active in business journalism 
and energy policy analysis since 1979. He has au-
thored numerous energy policy position papers for 
oil service trade association. He is regular commen-
tator about the industry in newspapers, magazines, 
TV and radio.  
 
David Yager, one of the leading editorial commenta-
tors in the Canadian oilpatch, finally got so fed up 
with the way the oil industry has been denigrated in 
recent years and wrote a book about it. 
 
The result is: From Miracle to Menace:  Alberta, a 
Carbon Story, released on April 10th. The self-
published book is available as an eBook online at 
miracletomenace.ca, but a printed version is also 
available. 
 
The book analyzes how climate change, carbon poli-
tics and global energy demand have impacted the 
province and the future of Albertaôs ï and Canadaôs 
most important resource industry.  
 
Politics are definitely a part of this book. He noted 
that oil first became political in a military sense, 
when the Royal Navy converted from coal to oil-
fueled warships. Historically, Yager noted, ñMost of 
the (political) battles were about not enough oil, and 
it cost too much. Now itôs the completely opposite, oil 
doesnôt cost enough and thereôs too much of it. 
Hence theyôre bringing carbon taxes in.ò Yager is 
wary of people making money on climate change 
without changing the atmosphereôs content. ñThis is 
class warfare disguised as climate change,ò he said. 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2IKLlVc
http://www.rotarycs.org
mailto:kathyann@rotarycs.org
miracletomenace.ca
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DAVID YAGER: ALBERTA OIL  

The first line of the book is, ñThe current debate about climate 
change, and what mankind should do about it, has deteriorated 
to the point of absurdity.ò Yager noted, ñWeôre going to destroy the 
Canadian economy for votes. This is the fraud of the whole thing.ò  
 
The book recounts the history of how we came to this point, with the 1972 
United Nations Stockholm Summit legitimizing environment non-
governmental organizations such as Greenpeace and the Sierra Club as 
actors on the world stage, through the Rio Earth Summit of 1992 to today. 
He points out that early on, India linked the environment with social justice, 
essentially saying the West screwed up the world, and they werenôt going to pay for it. 
 
To pick a turning point, where the climate change discussion went from conferences and scientists to main-
stream, Yager points to the 2006 movie by Al Gore, An Inconvenient Truth, which won both an Oscar and 
the Nobel Peace Prize for Gore. ñThey started showing it in classrooms,ò he said, and those kids are now 
of voting age. ñClimate change moved from scientists and diplomats to the mainstream.ò 
 
Yager included a chapter on the internet, and he touched on the diminishment of conventional media, 
which used to employ extensive fact-checking. ñAll of a sudden, there were no fact checkers,ò he said, 
nothing that a majority of young people get all their news from social media now. 
 
ñThere was a time this was a country, and thatôs how the country got built,ò Yager said. Yager said that 
global fuel demand is rising, and yet Alberta has become ground zero for what the world is supposed to 
become ï the decarbonized economy. ñIf theyôre successful, this will be the largest economic disruption in 
history. Didnôt anybody tell you?ò he said ironically. ñThe fact is, weôre not going out of the oil business any-
time soon,ò Yager said, adding ñWe donôt have a Plan B. 
 
His primary focus was to provide us with information that ñthe world wide demand for energyò is only going 
to increase and that alternative sources of ñcleanò energy will not be able to meet this demand.   
David provided us with one of the most ñilluminatingò presentations of this year. Davidôs knowledge of the 
oil industry and the impact it has on our local, provincial, national and world economies was impacting as 
well as informative.    
 
Through the use of graphics David was able to show us how ñmisinformedò most people are about the role 
of fossil fuels in todayôs economic environment but also how we are lacking about ñwhat the futureò will re-
ally look like.  He talked of the necessity of oil for a variety of products we use everyday and how the need 
is only going to increase.  He drew our attention to the expansion of the need for these products in areas of 
the world which donôt currently enjoy them.   
 
Davidôs talk was not only impressive but inspiring and delivered with a marvelous ñsense of hu-
mourò.  We encourage everyone to look at his presentation and to purchase his book.   
 
President Chas thanked David for his engaging presentation.   
 
 

Hereôs todayôs video link: David Yager: From Miracle to Menace 

 

PDF of Presentation: David Yager: From Miracle to Menace Presentation  

 
 

https://youtu.be/hku6E3LnF_g
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/952/page/presentations-from-meetings
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Good afternoon Rotarians and friends. My name is Chas Filipski and as President 
of the Club on behalf of our membership we welcome you to the November 28th 
meeting of Rotary Club of Calgary AT STAMPEDE PARK! 
 
HAPPY AMERICAN THANKSGIVING: FAMILY, FOOD & FOOTBALL  
Congratulations to Winnipeg and Calgary 
1997: Grey Cup: Montreal beats Edmonton and 68,318 fans attended the game! 
1895: Alfred Noble: Swedish Chemist: his will establishes Nobel Peace Prizes 
1911: For the first time in the U.S. the audience throws vegetables at actors 
1960: Gordie Howe (Mr. Hockey) hits 1,000 points. 
 

Please join Lisa Fernandes in the singing of the National Anthem and Rotary Grace. Please enjoy your 
lunch 
 
Head Table: Brenda McKinley, David Yager (Guest Speaker), Sharyl Madigan, Wendy Giuffre and 
Murray Flegel   
 

Bulletin Editor: Glenn Potter    Photographer: Steve Mason  
 
Guests: Shellie Marshall introduced Jo-Anne Martin, son Chris and Vlad Baron, David 
Yager (Guest Speaker), Sandi Kennedy, Sabina Wurz and Ray Watrin (Okotoks Rotary 
Club) and Sean Kellington 
 
 
50/50 Draw: Jim Cairns awarded $160 to Bruce MacDonald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant at Arms: Brett Albers immediately fined Bruce Macdonald $20!. He 
then asked everyone going South soon to stand and he fined them all $2.00 for es-
caping our weather!  

American Thanksgiving questions were posed to Stan Cichon, Ted Rowsell and 
Norm Legare. This was a great money raiser. Finally a question to President Chas 
about the anatomy of a turkey ï a wrong answer was provided and we hope heôs 
better a cooking one!! 

 

  

 Bulletin  
CLUB NEWS  
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INDUCTION AND CLASSIFICATION TALK  

New Member Induction: Wendy Giuffre introduced Sharyl Madigan:    

Volunteering has been a very important part of Sharylôs life for the past 
19 years. In 2000, Sharyl was an active member of he Junior League of 
Calgary and remained that way for 5 years.  During that time, she par-
ticipated in fundraising projects and eventually took the role as Fund-
raising Chair, heading up a number of projects during that time.  One of 
the projects that she actively engaged in was the Santa Calls.  The club 
sold calls from Santa to children over a period of three weeks and then 
for one week the calls were placed to the children around the world by the male volunteers they recruited.  
The biggest challenge the committee faced was finding enough men to volunteer to place the calls.  It was 
recognized that the JLC needed to form an alliance with another club that had predominately men in-
volved.  She approached the Rotary Club, Centennial and worked with them as joint project.  The JLC sold 
most of the tickets and then the Rotary placed all the calls.  The funds raised were shared 50/50 between 
the clubs and the project continued successfully for approx. 5 years. During that time, Sharyl moved to the 
status within the JLC as a Sustainer and became an active member of Rotary.  She participated in the 
clubôs projects and eventually took the position of President for the year 2013-2014. During this time, she 
also sat on the Health Committee with the Calgary Chamber of Commerce and was the chair for 2 terms 
ending in 2010.  She then took a role of Community Partner with CYBF (Canadian Youth Business Foun-
dation) now Futureprenuer working with young entrepreneurs starting their businesses.  Sharyl also 
chaired the Loan review committee that lends seed monies for start-ups.  She left Rotary in 2014 due to 
demands of her new position within an oil & gas organization.  Now that she is self-employed again, she 
has decided to join Rotary to give back to the community.   
Sharyl is a native Calgarian and has spent most of her career in a Major Account development role within 
the Stationary industry ending her career there as the top salesperson in North America.  She then moved 
into the Information Management industry forming her own business and then once again took a full-time 
role within the oil & gas business. She has now formed her own business again providing Training, Coach-
ing and Mentoring for Sales Professionals.  She is using her many years of experience in the Sales profes-
sion to help individuals and teams to advance their skills and become proficient in this profession.   
I know Sharyl and I will become even better friends and that she will once again make a great Rotarian 
and Iôd like to warmly welcome Sharyl to the Rotary Club at Stampede Park.   
 
Past President Murray Flegel inducted Sharyl and began by saying 
that he knew Sharyl because he had ñflattened her brother-in-lawò in a 
hit in a hockey game many years ago.  He referred to Sharylôs past his-
tory in Rotary and emphasized that she is warmly welcomed to the 
ñBest Rotary Club in Canada!ò  Sharyl is also the FIRST member to join 
the ñRotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park. President Chas provid-
ed Sharyl with her package of material about our Club and Rotary.  

Classification Talk:   Brett Albers 

Brett was invited to the mic for a second time and he informed us 
about his background.  He thanked Dilan Perera for inviting him 
into the club when they were engaged in a golf game.  He informed 
us that heôs been married to his wife Carey-Ann for four years and 
they have ñnoò children but a menagerie of ñpetsò.  Brett is a CIM 
engaged in Financial Planning.  He chose to explain about his pro-
fession by using a golf experience as a metaphor illustrating his 
profession. It gave us all a better understanding about his chosen 
profession. At the end of his presentation, since he has completed 
all the requirements for membership, Dillon was invited to remove 
the ñred stripeò from Brettôs badge.   
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Health and Wellness:   

* Harry and Nadia Pelton were at Feed the Hungry!!  Good to see you both 

* Teri LeClair had knee surgery, all went well and sheôs doing okay 

* Jack Black is getting out of CareWest today and hopes to be back to hear his sonôs presenta-
tion.  

* Tommy Low was in a car accident but is doing okay   
 
 
Wine Club: A big thanks to Gena Rotstein and Kevin OôConnor for the meeting at Richmond 
Hill Wines.  Everyone had a great time and purchased ñlots of fine wine!ò - see Photos in Bulletin 

Christmas Luncheon December 19th: Michael Zacharki reminded everyone of 
the Christmas Event on Dec. 19th.  Be sure to register (See Page 6 for Details) 

 

A BIG THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERôS AT FEED THE HUNGARY: Over 400 people 
were served meals. Thank you to Ted Stack for helping Harry Pelton out with this. See photos in 
Bulletin 

 

Okotoks Rotary Raffle:   Sandi Kennedy requested our club support for 
their raffle of a 1929 Studebaker.   

Tickets are $20 and were available on our tables. Many tables sold out of 
tickets so lets hope we have a winner from the Club. 

 

President Chas adjourned the meeting with this thought: 
 

Be sure to not only ñCount your Blessingsò  

but make sure that your ñBlessings Count 

SANTA NEEDED !!! 
 
The Social Committee is looking for a Santa for the Christmas Luncheon at the 
Carriage House Inn on December 19th. Please respond to Darlene Whitmore at: 
darlene.whitmore@mkmk.ca or  587 893-5564 if you can assist 

HEALTH, WELLNESS AND TRANSPORATION COMMITTEE 

Dorothea Schaab will be your Health, Wellness and Transportation contact for the bal-
ance  of November and the month of December to report any illness, or transportation 
needs. Tel: 403 238 1730 or Cell: 403 660 6232 or: schaabd@telus.net 

  

 Bulletin  
CLUB NEWS  

mailto:darlene.whitmore@mkmk.ca
mailto:schaabd@telus.net
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Register for Christmas Luncheon  

  

 Bulletin  
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/952/Event/2019-annual-christmas-luncheon
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ANNUAL HANUKKAH PARTY OPEN HOUSE: GENA ROTSTEINôs 

Please join myself and other folks for my Annual Hanukkah 

Party on December 15th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. This is an 

Open House: 7518 35 Ave NW T3B 1T5 

Please feel free to drop in as time permits. There will be Montreal 

Smoked Meat, Latkes and other goodies. 

RSVP Here and there are more details attached:  

http://evite.me/aMvjJUGwBf 

Gena Rotstein, Director 

Rotary Club of Calgary South 

403-860-7572 

www.genarotstein.com  

  

 Bulletin  
GENA ROTSTEINôS OPEN HOUSE 

Hi All; 

Please join me and a few other folks for my annual Hanukkah 
party - Dec. 15, 11am to 3pm. It's an open house so drop in 
as time permits. There will be Montreal smoked meat, latkes, 
and other goodies. 

More details attached and to RSVP please click here: 

http://evite.me/aMvjJUGwBf 

 

Gena Rotstein 

http://evite.me/aMvjJUGwBf
mailto:www.genarotstein.com
http://evite.me/aMvjJUGwBf
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FEED THE HUNGRY  

A big thank you to Rotary Club of Calgary South 
(Now Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park) for 
supporting Feed the Hungry. With your help, we 
served 468 guests and 697 plates of pork chops, car-
rots, rice, salad, and dessert.  We couldnôt have done 
it without you. 
 
Read more about Feed the Hungry Program  
Donate to Feed the Hungry to continue to help Calgaryôs impoverished 
Warmest Regards, 

 2ÈÙÛÙÌɯ)ÌÈÕɯ&ÐÓÓÌÚ 
FEED THE HUNGRY COORDINATOR 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/ill-be-out-in-the-garden-walking-with-god
https://www.catholicyyc.ca/donatefth.html
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WORLD COMMUNITY SERVICE  

WORLD COMMUNITY SERVICE AT WORK  

Our Club funded the installation of  a set of  solar  panels for an or-
phanage in rural Guatemala.  

The result of  this means that the kids will have dependable, clean 
power to their school and kitchen facilities.  

We received a plaque (pictured below) as a Thank you for our ef-
forts  
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DINNER and WINE CLUB  
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SMALL GRANTS: THANK YOU FROM ARBI  

When two of our aging therapy mats stopped working, we turned to our amazing 
friends at the Rotary Club of Calgary South who came through in a big way.  
The tilt and lift capabilities of these new mats every day in the therapy programs of our 
clients as they work through their rehabilitation. 


