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Today is National ñMake a Dogôs Dayò, Day.  Give your favourite pooch a hug, a treat, some time 
spent throwing a ball, or just sitting still together. Whatever makes your pooch happy should make 
you happy, too. 
 
When Darren and his daughter, Hailey, merged households with me in September, a ñPomPooò 
named ñPatchesò was part of the merger.  I am sharing a picture of Patches with you.  It is 
wonderful having him around.   
 
With that in mind, I thought I would share 10 things dogs can teach us about what matters most in 
life: 

1. Live in the moment. 
2. Overcome fear with love. 
3. Don't hold grudges 
4. Play every day. 
5. Jump for joy when you're happy. 
6. Accept yourself. 
7. Enjoy the journey. 
8. Drink lots of water. 
9. Be loyal and dependable. 
10. Love unconditionally. 

 
So many people have said they donôt know how they 
would get through the pandemic if it wasnôt for their 
canine companions.   
 
As a sidebar, my father told me he applied at the local 
animal rescue agency to adopt a dog.  He said he didnôt 
have to provide that much information when he was 
getting marriedé  
 
If you have special pooch in your life, we would love to 
see him or her.  Send the pictures to Kathyann and she 
will get them in the Bulletin.   
 
In the meantime, hold them close, and stay warm.  
 
 

 Penny Leckie, President 
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Terry Allen introduced Tom Leppard today: President Penny and 
Fellow Rotarians; it is a great pleasure to introduce Tom Leppard.  Tom 
is a Native Calgarian who has been passionate about Canadian history 
since childhood.  He holds a graduate degree from U of C in Canadian 
military history and has published numerous articles and won several 
awards for history documentaries most recently for the ȶForgoɯen 
Fallenȷ which won two Tele awards in 2016. 
 
 Retiring aɮer 32 years with the Calgary Board of Education in 2010, 
Tom started a new adventure, co-authoring a text book, served as 
President of Valour Canada until 2016 and most recently as Executive 
Director of the Field of Crosses.  He has led several successful 
baɯleɢeld tours and ɢngers crossed, hopes to lead more in the future.  
 
During his teaching career, Tom helped in the development of the 
International Baccalaureate Program in several Calgary schools and 
because of his extensive knowledge teaching history he helped to 
train teachers across North America in the IB programs.  
 
Tom is an avid golfer and guitar player.  He is married to Karen and has two adult children and two 
grandsons.  I would also note that Tomȴs daughter Christine is the Historical Specialist for the 
Stampede. We hope to have her speak to us at a future meeting.  
 
Tom Leppard: I appreciate the opportunity to 
speak to you about topics that are very 
important to us. 
Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Calgary 
at Stampede Park for such great work you all 
do. But, I have a complaint as my wife and I 
have been buying a ticket for the Dream Home 
for 40 years and really is my turn for the ticket 
to be pulled  
 
6 years ago today Corporal Nathan Cirillo was 
killed at the Canadian War Memorial.  Too 
oɮen in Canada stuɨ happens ȳover thereȴ, it is 
rare that something happens on our soil. Our 
fallen are ȳover thereȴ and many have seen the 
beautiful cemeteries. We bring them home for 
11 days by the Field of Crossesȼ 
 
In the 2nd World War, thousands of Canadians were gassed for the ɢrst time. 1,300 were killed in 
action. In May 1939 the Queen and King visited and had a full army show.  Palliser Station is where 
they leɮ from and sadly did not always come back to. Canada joins Allies in Sept 11, 1939 against 
Hitler and hundreds leave from Calgary to join the eɨort. 10,000 soldiers started at beginning of 
the war, and by the end of the war 735,000 were helping in the eɨort. We had the 3rd largest air 
force at that time.  
 

We ɢght above our weight Ȱ when we are at war. 
 
Today is a sad story Ȱ war is sad. We pay a price. 
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The stories are amazing of Calgarians who trained and went to war. We must remember that the 
soldiers has lives and families Ȱ where they got into trouble, had to change their ways and most of 
the ones that came home were successful in other occupations. There are so many stories of 
success, challenge and death.  
 

August 19 1942 the war begins Calgary boys landed on the Beach but there was so many deathsȼ 
The breaches were bloody. One soldier remains at 97 year old and he comes to every Nov 1 
ceremony. 
 
The Calgary Herald really did a fantastic job of reporting on the Calgarians and Canadians who 
served, died and came home throughout the wars. When the war ends, we win Ȱ but at such a 
horrible costȼ Soldiers arrived back at the Pallister Station to a huge welcome party. 
 
It is worth every Nov 11th to stand and remember. The war was here Ȱ AND over there. Thank you 
very much.  
 

Please click this link to see Tomȴs PowerPoint Presentation:  Oct 22 2020 Meeting Link 

 
 

Keith Davis thanked Tom Leppard for reminding us the sacriɢce made by local soldiers and for 

providing us with the historical information from a Canadian perspective. 

 

President Penny also thanked Tom for speaking to our Club today and for teaching us about the 

end of World War II from a local viewpoint. 

 

To express our gratitude for your participation in our meeting today, our Rotary Club has donated 
$100 to the Calgary Rotary Clubs Foundation.   These funds will be invested in an endowment fund 
to generate income that will be used to make an impact in our community.  Thank you.  
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Good aɮernoon Rotarians and Guests. Welcome to the October 
22nd meeting of The Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park. I am 
Penny Leckie, the Club President for 2020/2021 
 
Today is National ȶMake a Dogȴs Day, Day.ȷ  With this in mind, and 
knowing we are going to be learning more about World War II from 
our guest speaker, I searched for some famous dogs from World 
War II. 
 
Chips was a CollieȰGerman ShepherdȰSiberian Husky mix who was 
the most decorated dog in World War II. He saw action in Germany, 
France, North Africa, and Sicily. Among his heroic exploits are his 
assault on an Italian machine-gun nest and helping take 10 enemy 
soldiers captive. Chips was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, Purple Heart, and Silver Star for his actions; unfortunately, 
the commendations were revoked as military policy at the time 
didnȴt allow such recognition for animals. Chips returned to his 
home in Pleasantville, N.Y., in 1945. 
 
From a big dog to a very small dogȼ 
 
Smoky was a Yorkshire Terrier who saw action in the Paciɢc during World War II, She was initially 
found in February 1944, abandoned in a foxhole in the jungles of New Guinea. She was included in 
a dozen combat missions and survived more than 150 air raids. Smoky used her sharp sense of 
hearing to warn of incoming artillery shells. One of Smokyȴs most famous exploits was at a crucial 
airstrip in the Philippine Island of Luzon. The dog pulled a telegraph wire through a narrow 70-
foot pipe, saving construction time and keeping workers and engineers safe from enemy ɢre. 
When not in harmȴs way, Smoky entertained troops with a variety of tricks and self-taught an-
tics. The dog died on February 21, 1957; she was 14 years old. Her exploits are chronicled in detail 
in the book Yorkie Doodle Dandy. 
 
These are two stories about American dogs 
 
In Canada, in Oɯawa, The Animals in War Dedication honours animals that served alongside their 
human comrades in war. The footprints of dogs, horses and mules are stamped into the concrete, 
representing the marks they leɮ on the baɯleɢeld. 

 
Please RISE and join Lisa Fernandes in the singing of O Canada.  
 

Virtual Head Table:  Guest Speaker: Tom Leppard, who will be more formally introduced later. I al-
so want to recognize all the dog owners in the Club.  Make sure you make your dogȴs day, today.  

 
Bulletin Editor: Luanne Whitmarsh 
 
Photographers: Paul Brick and John Shield (the photography commiɯee could use 
some support if you are willing to help).  
 

Greeters: could use some assistance.  If you are coming to a meeting, and are able to 
come early, contact Chair of the Greeters commiɯee, Jim Burns to see if he needs some-

one.  
 
Cleven Awards: Reminder to submit nominations for Cleven Awards to Bryan Walton.  
 
 
 

 
 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/german-shepherd-dog
https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/siberian-husky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Cross_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Cross_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Cross_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleasantville,_NY
https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/yorkshire-terrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luzon
https://www.amazon.com/Yorkie-Doodle-Dandy-Other-Woman/dp/0965225402/sr=8-1/qid=1172787344/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-1711031-6912009?ie=UTF8&s=books
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Dave Read is looking for feedback from our members on whether or not we are will-
ing to take shiɮs for the Salvation Army as bell ringers at Chinook Mall over the up-
coming Christmas season.  
  
Salvation Army Keɯles: David Read: Dear Rotarians: It is Keɯle time for the Salvation 
Army at Chinook Centre. The proposed dates are Dec 5th, 12th and 19th. All 
are Saturdays. Due to Covid, the Salvation Army has put in precautions 
1. Wear a mask at all times 
2. No handouts of candy canes or calendars 
3. Hand sanitize and wipe down between each shiɮ.  

 
My question to all the regular volunteers and new people is:  
 
Do you feel comfortable doing the keɯles this year? It is important that I know ASAP,  If our num-
bers are down due to Covid, I may cut back on the number of  shiɮs we normally do. I Appreciate 
your input. Thank you for your help: Dave Read: 403 271 5856 or nread@telusplanet.net 
 

Songs and Stunts: I am not sure if you read in last weekȴs Bulletin that the Songs 
and Stunts Commiɯee has asked us to dress like pirates for next weekȴs pre-
Halloween meeting.   
 
I guess word got out about my Wonder Woman costume, and a switch to pirates 
was made.  Letȴs support them.  Let your inner pirate loose.  That holds for wheth-
er you are aɯending in person or on ZOOM.   
 

Health and Wellness: Bonar Irving: Please advise the Health and Wellness Commiɯee to advise of 
any members that might need the support of the club with Wellness or Transportation issues 

Good news! It seems that the team working on Roger Jarvisȴ issues are having 
enough success to plan on sending him home next Tuesday. Now we should prob-
ably start praying for Marie! Actually, Iȴm sure this must be a relief for her to have 
Roger back where she can keep an eye on him.  

John Fitzsimmons took a call from Roger at this weekȴs meeting and it was good to 
hear from Roger!! 

Partners: I want to mention that last year, our Club provided the Partners with $85,000 to invest 
in the community.  This year, we donȴt have anything in our budget to give to the Partners.  In 

spite of that, the Partners have held a book sale, and a drive for winter coats and 
boots. Even though they donȴt have the same funding, they are making an impact 
on the community on behalf of our overall Club.  I want to congratulate Partners 
President Denise MacLeod and all of the Partners and express our 
gratitude. 
 
Guests: Blake Pelham introduced our Guests today in person for the 
ɢrst time in a long time: Greg Smythe is visiting  from Heritage Park 
club, Jane Topp, Rhonda Yaskowich and our guest speaker Tom 
Leppard.  
 
Could you please stand and we will sign our Welcome Song 
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