
Gary and Cindy Nolte ask — then answer —
questions about the Rotary Foundation

President Lynn Kovash started the day by
welcoming visiting Rotarian Dave Collins from
Park Rapids and guest Amber Gustafson.

In honor of Election Day, Bill Schwandt led
members in “America the Beautiful.”

Sam Wai leads ‘Wine and Dine’

Jean Hannig informed members about CHI
Riverview’s upcoming Wine and Dine Around
the World last Friday. The fund-raiser featured
wines especially selected for the event by
Moorhead Rotarian Sam Wai

Tracey Moorhead shared information about
upcoming events celebrating Concordia
College’s 125th anniversary. Appropriate fines
were self-imposed by each of them for
plugging both events.

Elmer announces drive for members

Corey Elmer announced a membership drive to
build Moorhead Rotary. He distributed a list of
potential members, as well as organizations
with potential members. Members were invited

to suggest additional names or volunteer as
contacts for individuals at tomorrow’s meeting.

Fun facts about past elections

Sergeant at Arms Tim Beaton presented
several fun facts about American presidential
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This week: Best drinking in Minnesota!
Kristopher Knutson, Water Division
manager for Moorhead Public Service,
joins us to talk about the city’s deep-water
wells and new water plant. Dave
Sederquist is the sergeant at arms, and
Bob Hanna and Sam Wai are greeters.

Photos: President Lynne Kovash. President-elect Corey Elmer
announces membership drive. Jean Hannig.  Bill Craft and Tracey
Moorhead (far right) talk about Concordia’s 125th anniversary. Gary
and Cindy Nolte share Foundation facts. Tracey Moorhead and Bill
Schwandt. (Photos by Tammy Finney.)



elections. He mentioned that 200 women
have run for president, but only Hillary
Clinton has run with the endorsement of a
major party.

Abraham Lincoln, accused by a rival of
being two-faced, replied that if he had had
more than one face, why would he use this
one?

The Noltes bring members up to date
about the work of the Rotary Foundation

Gary and Cindy Nolte gave a Q&A-style
presentation about the Rotary Foundation.
Cindy played the role of a new Rotary
member who knows nothing about the
Foundation, while Gary — the District 5580
vice governor and Zone 28 coordinator of
End Polio Now — provided answers to her
questions.

Gary reported that in the last three weeks,
tno new polio cases or environmental
samples have been reported.

One of Cindy’s questions was whether the
Rotary Foundation is a safe vehicle for
collecting her donations. Gary assured her
the answer is “yes.” It has a five-star rating
the highest level available, from Charity
Navigator.

She also asked how Rotarians can go about
donating. The answer: Visit the Rotary
website, www.Rotary.org, and use a credit
card. You can either have funds withdrawn
at once or over time. Or ask Moorhead
Rotary Treasurer Doreen Filler to add your
donation to your club dues statement. 

Gary Nolte explained the concept of
sustaining membership, in which members
give $100 per year. Members of the Paul
Harris Society pledge $1,000 per year.  

Weekly raffle pot again eludes a winner

The raffle contestant for the week was Tim
Beaton. Alas, he pulled the wrong card,
settling for the $5 consolation prize.

Guests November 8
Amber Gustafson

Visiting Rotarians
Dave Collins, Park Rapids Rotary Club

Reported Make-Ups
John Andreasen, Fargo West Rotary

November Birthdays
Wahlberg, David Nov 02
Hetland, Dale Nov 03
Matthees, Charles Nov 08
McLarnan, Rod Nov 08
Moore, Steve Nov 18
Nolte, Gary Nov 28

Anniversarie
Farwell, Randy & Sherri Nov 02 1991

25 years
Benson, Jon & Jessica Nov 11 2002

14 years
Swenson, Robert & Lucinda Nov 14 

35 years
Monson, Gina & Dave Nov 30 1996

20 years

Rotary Anniversaries
Rogers, Jerry 31 years

Nov 05 1985
Woods, William 12 years

Nov 05 2004
Hanson, Russ 9 years

Nov 06 2007
Hanna, Bob 28 years

Nov 08 1988
Moorhead, Tracey 24 years

Nov 10 1992
Hulett, Michael 28 years

Nov 22 1988
Riewer, Jon 13 years

Nov 25 2003
Tranby, Dave 30 years

Nov 25 1986
Joppa, Teresa 15 years

Nov 27 2001

Tuesday, Nov. 15
Sergeant at Arms.................... Dave Sederquist
Program Kris Knutson, Moorhead Water Dept.,

“Best Drinking in Minnesota”
Greeters ....................... Bob Hanna & Sam Wai
Tuesday, Nov. 22
Sergeant at Arms ............................ Mike Hulett
Rotarian of the Day ......................Russ Hanson
Program Anne Kaese, calligrapher & teacher,

“Looking at World History Through Art”
Greeters................... Jean Hannig & Bill Woods
Tuesday, Nov. 29
Sergeant at Arms ...............................................
Rotarian of the Day.....................Tammy Finney
Program.... Salvation Army and Its Good Works
Greeters ..... Chuck Hendrickson & David Keller
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Sergeant at Arms ...............................................

Rotarian of the Day ......................Russ Hanson
Program......................................MHS  Carolers 
Greeters .................... Dale Hetland & Ron Kolb
Thursday, Dec. 8 — Christmas Party 
Home of Corey & Brenda Elmer. Counts as

meeting.
Tuesday, Dec. 13
Sergeant at Arms ...............................................
Rotarian of the Day .....................Lynne Kovash
Program....Kathy Brekke and MHS Choral Jazz 
Greeters ............Paul Holtan & Chuck Matthees
Tuesday, Dec. 20
Sergeant at Arms ...............................................
Rotarian of the Day .......................Eric Johnson
Program........... Paul Dovre’s annual Christmas

message
Greeters ......... Greg Johnson & Rod McLarnan

Looking Ahead

Song leader Bill Schwandt. Sergeant at Arms Tim Beaton. Stacey Ackerman chats with Kay Parries. (Photos by Tammy Finney)



MOORHEAD ROTARY CLUB BY-LAWS (Adopted 6/29/2010)

(Based on former Club Bylaws last updated 1993 and on the Recommended Club Bylaws put out 
by Rotary International) 

Bylaws of the Rotary Club of Moorhead, Minnesota, District 5580

Article 1 Definitions

1. Board:  The Board of Directors of this Club
2. Director:  A member of the club’s Board of Directors
3. Member:  A member, other than an honorary member, of this club.
4. RI:  Rotary International
5. Year:  A twelve (12) month period that begins on 1 July.

Article 2.  Board of Directors. 

Section 1.  The governing body of this club shall be the board of directors.  It shall 
consist of the president, the president-elect, the secretary, the treasurer, and the 
directors elected at large and the immediate past president.  The number of directors 
elected at large will be determined by the board based on leadership needs.  

Section 2.  The officers shall have a one-year term which is renewable.  The directors 
shall have a three year term election arranged for about 1/3 elected each year.

Article 3.  Election of Directors and Officers

Section 1.  At a regular meeting one month prior to the meeting for election of officers, 
the presiding officer shall ask for nominations by the members of the club for president, 
secretary, treasurer, and three (3) directors.  The nominations may be presented by a 
nominating committee or by members from the floor, by either or both as the club may 
determine.  If it is determined to use a nominating committee, such committee shall be 
appointed as the club may determine.  The nominations duly made shall be placed on a 
ballot in alphabetical order under each office and shall be voted for at the annual 
meeting.  The candidates for president, secretary, and treasurer receiving a majority of 
the votes shall be declared elected to their respective office.  The three (3) candidates 
for director receiving a majority of votes shall be declared as directors.  The candidate 
for president elected in such balloting shall be the “president elect” and shall serve as a 
director for the year commencing on the first day of July following the election, and shall 
assume the office of president on July 1 immediately following that year.  

The club may also elect a president nominee to serve as president two years hence, 
with the intervening year as the president elect if so nominated and elected.



Section 2.  The officers, and directors, so elected, together with the immediate past 
president shall constitute the board.  

Section 3.  A vacancy in the board shall be filled by action of the remaining directors.

Section 4.  A vacancy in the position of any officer-elect or director elect shall be filled 
by action of the remaining directors-elect.

Article 4  Duties of Officers

Section 1  President.  It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all meetings of 
the club and the board and to perform other duties as would ordinarily pertain to the 
office of president.

Section 2  President-elect.  It shall be the duty of the president-elect to serve as a 
director and to perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the president or the 
board.    It shall also be the duty of the president elect to preside at meetings of the club 
and the board in the absence of the president.

Section 3.  Secretary.  It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep membership records; 
record attendance at meetings, send out notices of the club, board and committee 
meetings, report as required to RI, including the semi-annual reports of membership on 
January 1 and July 1 of each year, which shall include per capita dues for all members 
and pro-rata dues for active members who have been elected to membership in the club 
since the start of July or January semi-annual reporting period; report changes in 
membership, provide the monthly attendance report, which shall be made to the District 
Governor within 15 days of the last meeting of the month, and perform other duties as 
usually pertain to the office of secretary.

Section 5.  Treasurer.  It shall be the duty of the treasurer to have custody of all funds, 
accounting for it to the club annually and at any other time upon demand by the board, 
and to perform other duties as pertains to the office of treasurer.  Upon retirement from 
office, the treasurer shall turn over to the incoming treasurer or to the president, all 
funds, books of account, and any other club property.

Section 6.  At large Members of the Board.  It shall be their duty to attend monthly 
meetings of the board of directors and to assume leadership of committees and 
responsibility for activities assigned by the president and board and perform such other 
duties as usually pertain to Board membership.

Section 7.   Editor of the Paddlewheel.  It shall be the duty of the editor of the 
Paddlewheel to edit the weekly edition of the Paddlewheel and arrange for its 



production and mailing or distribution as decided by the Board.  The editor is also 
required to attend the monthly meeting of the board and to be a part of the board’s 
functioning.

Section 8.  Appointed positions; Sergeant at Arms, Piano Player, Editor, Song Leader... 
It has been the practice of the club to pay the dues and meal costs for the secretary, 
treasurer, and such members as the board deems appropriate.  The editor, piano 
player, song leader and sergeant(s) at arms are appointed by the president and board 
on a yearly basis.

Article 5.  Meetings.  

Section 1.  Annual Meeting.  An annual meeting of this club shall be held on the first 
Tuesday in December in each year, at which time the election of officers and directors 
to serve in the ensuing year shall take place.

Section 2.  Weekly Meetings.  Regular weekly meetings of this club shall be held on 
Tuesdays at 11:45 am (lunch hours) at an appropriate location to be designated by the 
Board of Directors.

Due notice of any changes in or canceling of the regular meetings shall be given to all 
members of the club.  A change in time or place or cancellation of a meeting can be at 
the direction of the president or the board of directors.

 All members excepting an honorary member (or member excused by the board) in 
good standing in this club, must be counted as present or absent, and the attendance 
must be evidenced by the member’s being present for at least 60 percent of the time 
devoted to the regular meeting, either at this club or any other Rotary club or other 
Rotary function counted as a “makeup”.

Section 3.  Quorum.  One-third of the regular membership shall constitute a quorum at 
the annual and regular meetings of this club.  A quorum of the board of directors shall 
be a majority of the board.

Section 4. Regular meetings of the Board shall be monthly and held on the second 
Wednesday of the month (or as prescribed by the Board and the president).  Special 
meetings of the Board shall be called by the president, whenever deemed necessary, or 
upon request of two of the directors, due notice having been given.

Article 6.  Fees and Dues.  The membership dues shall be payable semi-annually or 
quarterly in an amount as the board may designate in consultation with the treasurer; 



with due consideration to the dues required by the District or RI International.  A  portion 
of the dues paid semi-annually being applied to each members’ subscription to the RI 
official magazine.  

Article 7.  Method of Voting.  The business of the club shall be transacted by viva 
voce (vocal assent) vote except the election of officers and directors which shall be by 
ballot  - unless there is a motion for a unanimous ballot on a slate of officers.

The board may determine that a specific resolution be considered by ballot rather than 
by viva voce.

Article 8.  Four Avenues of Service.  The four Avenues of Service are the 
philosophical and practical framework for the work of this Rotary Club.  The Avenues of 
Service are:  Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, and International 
Service.  This club will be active in each of the four Avenues of Service.

Article 9.  Committees.

Club committees are charged with carrying out the annual and long-range goals of the 
club based on the four Avenues of Service.  The president elect, president and 
immediate past president should work together to insure continuity of leadership and 
succession planning.  When feasible, committee members should be appointed to the 
same committee for three years to ensure consistency. 

 The president elect is responsible for appointing committee members to fill vacancies, 
appointing committee chairs, and conducting planning meetings prior to the start of the 
year in office.  Standing committees should be appointed as follows:

* Membership – This committee should develop and implement a comprehensive plan 
for the recruitment and retention of members.

* Club Public Relations – This committee should develop and implement plans to 
provide the public with information about Rotary and to promote the club’s service 
projects and activities.

* President’s Council – This committee should conduct activities associated with the 
effective operation of the club; committee should give advice and counsel to the 
president and officers as needed or take on special projects.



* Service Projects – This committee should develop and implement educational, 
humanitarian, and vocational projects that address the needs of its community and 
communities in other countries.

* The Rotary Foundation – This committee should develop and implement plans to 
support the Rotary Foundation through both financial contributions and program 
participation.

Additional Ad Hoc committees may be appointed as needed.

a) The president shall be an ex officio member of all committees and, as such, shall 
have all the privileges of membership thereon.

b) Each committee shall transact its business as is delegated to it in these bylaws 
and such additional business as may be referred to it by the president or the 
board.  Except where special authority is given by the board, such committees 
shall not take action until a report has been made and approved by the board.

c) Each chair shall be responsible for regular meetings and activities of the 
committee, shall supervise and coordinate the work of the committee, and shall 
report to the board on all committee activities.

Article 10.  Duties of Committees.

The duties of all committees shall be established and reviewed by the president for his 
or her year.  In declaring the duties of each, the president shall reference appropriate RI 
materials.  The service projects committee will consider four avenues of service when 
developing plans for the year.

Each committee shall have a specific mandate, clearly defined goals, and action plans 
established by the beginning of each year for implementation during the course of the 
year.  It shall be the primary responsibility of the president-elect to provide the 
necessary leadership to prepare a recommendation for club committees, mandates and 
goals and plans for presentation to the board in advance of the commencement of the 
year as noted above.

Article 11.  Leaves of Absence.

Upon written application to the board, setting forth good and sufficient cause, leave of 
absence may be granted excusing a member from attending the meetings of the club 
for a specified length of time.  (Note: such leave of absence does operate to prevent a 
forfeiture of membership; it does not operate to give a club credit for the member’s 
attendance.  Unless a member attends a regular meeting of some other club, the 



excused member must be recorded as absent except that absence authorized under 
the Standard Rotary Club Constitution is not computed in the attendance record of the 
club.)

Article 12.  Finances.

Section 1.  Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the board shall prepare a budget of 
estimated income and expenditures for the year, which shall stand as the limit of 
expenditures for these purposes unless otherwise ordered by the board. 

Section 2.  The treasurer shall deposit all club funds in a bank, named by the board.  

Section 3. The treasurer (or other authorized officer) shall pay all bills of the club and 
report monthly expenditures to the board, with the board reviewing and approving the 
expenditures as appropriate.  The treasurer shall follow the direction and policies of the 
board as related to budgeting, investments, and expenditures.  

Section 4.  Officers having charge or control of club funds shall be bonded as required 
by the board for the safe custody of the funds of the club, cost of the bond to be borne 
by the club.

Section 5. The fiscal year of this club shall be from July 1 to June 30, and the annual 
collection of dues and fees shall be made quarterly, including per capita dues and 
official RI magazine subscription costs as directed by the board, the District or RI.

Article 13.  Election of Members.  

Section 1.  The name of a prospective member, proposed by an active member of the 
club, shall be submitted to the board in writing, through the club secretary.  A 
transferring or former member of another club may be proposed to active membership 
by the former club.  The proposal shall be kept confidential except as otherwise 
provided in this procedure.

Section 2.  The board shall ensure that the proposal meets all the classification and 
membership requirements of the standard Rotary club constitution.

Section 3.   The board shall approve or disapprove the proposal within 30 days of its 
submission and shall notify the proposer, through the club secretary of its decision.

Section 4.  If the decision is favorable, the prospective member shall be informed of the 
purposes of Rotary and of the privileges and responsibilities of membership, following 



which the prospective member shall be requested to sign the membership proposal 
form and to permit his or her name and proposed classification to be published to the 
club.  

Section 5.  If no written objection to the proposal, stating reasons, is received by the 
board from any member (other than honorary) of the club within seven (7) days 
following the publication of information about the prospective member, that person shall 
be considered elected to membership in the club.

If such objection has been filed with the board, it shall vote on this matter at its next 
meeting.  If approved despite objection, the proposed member shall be considered 
elected to membership.

Section 6.  Following election, the president shall arrange for the new member’s 
induction, membership card, and new member Rotary literature.  In addition, the 
president or secretary will report the new member information to RI and the president 
assign a new member to assist with the new member’s assimilation to the club as well 
as assign the new member to a club project or function.

Section 7.  The club may elect in accordance with the standard Rotary club constitution 
honorary members proposed by the board.  The club may also recognize “Senior 
Active” members as directed by the board.  “Senior Active” members are retirees and 
only pay for their meals when they are in attendance at club meetings; they do pay 
regular dues.

Article 14.  Resolutions.

No resolution or motion to commit this club on any matter shall be considered by the 
club until it has been considered by the board of directors.  Such resolution or motion, if 
offered at a club meeting, shall be referred, without discussion, to the board, which after 
given consideration to the matter, shall submit its recommendations to the club.  Having 
received recommendations of the board, the club may then proceed to take such action 
as may seem proper to the majority.

Article 15. Order of Business.

Meeting called to order

Introduction of visiting Rotarians and guests

Reading of correspondence or announcements by committee chair and/or others



Any unfinished business

Any new business

Address/Program

Adjournment

Article 16.  Amendments to These Bylaws

These bylaws can be amended at any regular meeting, a quorum being present, by a 
two-thirds vote of all the members present, provided that notice of such proposed 
amendment has been mailed or otherwise distributed to each member at least ten days 
before such meeting.  No amendment or addition to these bylaws can be made which is 
not in harmony with the club constitution and with the constitution and bylaws of Rotary 
International.

 



Community

Concordia Global

Then apply for:

Program

 want to promote                                        understanding?

want to               a first year international student?HOST

want to help build                                relationships for
students beyond campus?
SUPPORTIVE

INTERCULTURAL

Sponsored by: International Community, Global Learning



Concordia Global Community matches international
Cobbers during their first year of study with members of
the Fargo-Moorhead community and their families and

friends. The program provides new international students
an opportunity to develop supportive relationships beyond
campus and to promote intercultural understanding and

campus internationalization at Concordia.

The program encourages participants to share their ways
of life through occasional social events on weekends or
holidays such as meals, celebrations, movies, sporting

events, concerts, and other outings. This hospitality can
take many forms and may even extend beyond a year of

commitment.

Please consider opening your home and your heart to a
new international student at Concordia College. She or he
will be delighted to spend time with you, and you are sure

to be enriched by your time together.

Applications:
Program participation forms are available for download at

https://concordiacollege.edu/files/resources/concordia-global-
community-program-participation-f.pdf, please feel free to share it

with your friends and neighbors, all are welcome.
Please send participation form to Susanna Lu, Assistant Director of

International Community, at slu@cord.edu. For additional information,
or if you have questions about the program, please contact Susanna Lu

(slu@cord.edu) for more details.
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