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1. Why are we in this place? 

2. What is special about today? 



Anacortes Elks Lodge 1204

Constructed in 1915



Anacortes American

March 9, 1922



Anacortes 
American


March 16, 1922



Anacortes American

May 25, 1922



Anacortes 
American


August 10, 1922



Anacortes American - August 10, 1922

Membership – 1260



1915 & 1922

 Construction


1929

Great Depression


1947

City Purchased the 

Building



So, what is special about today – 
December 22, 2022?


Anacortes American -November 30, 1922



Anacortes American

November 30, 1922


First President – Ben Driftmier



From Dick Johnson’s 
Club History 


1993



From Dick Johnson’s 
Club History 


1993



Charter Officers

 Ben Driftmier Sr        Howard Sackett         Charles Stapp           Wallie Funk Sr

   1st President           1st Vice President         1st Secretary              1st Treasurer

                                                                                                        (Anacortes Museum)



Some Charter Members

Douglass Allmond     Will McCracken            Gus Hensler           Joseph McNary

                                 (Anacortes Museum)   (Anacortes Museum)  (Anacortes Museum)



Anacortes American – March 1, 1923

Charter Dinner Celebration -


February 23, 1923



Charter Definition and Meaning

Merriam-Webster


“An official document granting, guaranteeing, or 
showing the limits of the rights and duties of the group 

to which it is given.”


So, what did the Anacortes Rotary Charter look like?


We don’t know – the document is nowhere to be found.


However, there are Rotary Charter documents from the 
same time period that are instructive.



May 1, 1917







   February 1, 1921                November 28, 1925



Knowing if either of these formats, or another was used 
for Anacortes in 1922 is hard to determine.


In the meantime, after a series of email contacts with 
Rotary International (my three new RI best friends, 

Mallory, Sophie, and Susan), asking if they might have a 
copy of our Charter, we have a temporary solution.


They have promised to continue the search for an 
original document.


In the meantime, they designed, had signed, and sent a 
digital version of a replacement Charter to us one week 

ago, on December 15, 2022






The Story of the Bell

Anacortes American – March 1, 1923 





From RI’s February 1935 “Rotarian” Magazine
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 Why are we in this place?

Our Charter Signing Dinner Celebration took 
place in this building on February 23, 1923


What is special about today?

Our Charter was signed on December 22, 

1922.




And one more thing.  Have you seen the new 
Centennial Project kiosk signs for Rotary Park?







So, What’s Next?


Grand Centennial Celebration Dinner

February 23, 2023


6 PM at the Port Transit Shed


Online RSVP Signup 

WWW. AnacortesRotary.org


A most memorable event, 

not to be repeated for another 100 years.





