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The earliest tangible piece of Anacortes Rotary history is a unique book 

that was a joint project between Anacortes High School’s English 

Department, AHS English students, and the Anacortes Rotary Club. 

 

In 1930, the Anacortes Book of Verse was produced.  English students 

wrote a total of 40 poems for the book, which includes a short bio of each 

student. 

 

The Anacortes Book of Verse only came to light in the past 5 years, having 

been noticed on the Anacortes Museum’s website by a Rotarian.  As it 

turns out, the Museum has the only known remaining copy of the book. 

 

Below are copies of all the pages.  The quality of the photos is marginal, 

but quite readable.  The fragile state of the book, along with the necessity 

of using soft gloves, and the difficulties of photographing pages that aren’t 

very flexible added to the challenge. 

 

Having said that, the book opens the door to the minds of these inquiring 

and creative students, and to the unique partnership between school, 

students, and the Anacortes Rotary Club.   

 

Five of the student poets were children or grand-children of Anacortes 

Rotary charter members.  Dorothy Driftmier’s father was the first president, 

Ben Driftmier Sr.  Barbara Sackett’s father, Howard Sackett was the first 

vice-president.  Bill Cartwright’s father was Fred Cartwright.  Beth 

England’s father was Clyde England.  And Betty Lowman’s grandfather 

was Will Lowman. 

 

Throughout Anacortes Rotary’s history, students and schools have clearly 

been at the top of the list of the club’s priorities, as is the case today. 

 

 
  



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 


