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Chapter 3 — The Anacortes Book of Verse

The earliest tangible piece of Anacortes Rotary history is a unique book
that was a joint project between Anacortes High School’s English
Department, AHS English students, and the Anacortes Rotary Club.

In 1930, the Anacortes Book of Verse was produced. English students
wrote a total of 40 poems for the book, which includes a short bio of each
student.

The Anacortes Book of Verse only came to light in the past 5 years, having
been noticed on the Anacortes Museum’s website by a Rotarian. As it
turns out, the Museum has the only known remaining copy of the book.

Below are copies of all the pages. The quality of the photos is marginal,
but quite readable. The fragile state of the book, along with the necessity
of using soft gloves, and the difficulties of photographing pages that aren'’t
very flexible added to the challenge.

Having said that, the book opens the door to the minds of these inquiring
and creative students, and to the unique partnership between school,
students, and the Anacortes Rotary Club.

Five of the student poets were children or grand-children of Anacortes
Rotary charter members. Dorothy Driftmier’s father was the first president,
Ben Driftmier Sr. Barbara Sackett’s father, Howard Sackett was the first
vice-president. Bill Cartwright’'s father was Fred Cartwright. Beth
England’s father was Clyde England. And Betty Lowman’s grandfather
was Will Lowman.

Throughout Anacortes Rotary’s history, students and schools have clearly
been at the top of the list of the club’s priorities, as is the case today.
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Foreword

To many, poetry may be th















THE WIND

I am the wind,










A SEA GULL

Far off from the sea you come,
A gypsy you are true;

You live beside the water,
And near the forests, too.
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MY PUPPY’S BARK

My puppy’s bark, it troubles me.
How he can bark, I do not see.
He barks and barks from morn till night—
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HOMESICK

[ long for the wooded farmlands,
The river’s rippling flow,

The quiet even sunset—

That's where I want to go.

[ long for the pastured grasslands
Way down by that river's voi
To pick the good sweet ha:
'Twould make my . ,




] -want to feed the little p;
With a bucket of milke e
And wear a gmgham apron
And not a gown of silk.

] want to pump with the h ;
To drink of that fresh waterandle 6 4
And I want my Grandma to say
“She is her father’s daughter”

I want to go swmwmng
In the glad little flowin
I want to stand 3

And eat ’ nl’ éat
Ta pick daisies

[ did in the
I pine for the f
The myrtlej SOw



A VOICE

It is soft and sweet,
To hear it is a lreat.
It is mellow and true,
And filled with love. |
It is the voice of my mother
It holds a tome of cc
It does not have
It is the wvoice 0
The queen of
My Mother.

—By Ca
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At Camﬁ
On Cypress Island,
Where hills are Iugh '
And very mgged :
~ There is a house

fA ;'l‘kat we call lximnted
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WASHINGTON

Ive never seenm,
b O’er lands or seas,
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[ wish that he were de
Because he kicked me,
He kicked me with

[ went to get m
Before the sun
But before 1













THE APPROACH
Spring is coming! :
Don’t you hear the bees a-humming,

And the frogs a-croaking?
How provoking! ~ =~

~3’ﬁ’in’g is near! : P
Caw't you hear the bob 0'link
Singing out their tink o’links,
In the tune of cheer?

Spring_is here! I
Bringing lots of good cheer, -

And, as well, the jonquil and the 7
How very fragrant to the "Ose %
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DAY

Dawn comes with a mellow note
Revealing sights that never poet could quote,

Brings forth o bright and sunny spring Y,
Blue skies above the hills of
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MY WORLD

As I look at the mountains and the streams,
And watch the sun as it gleams,
I have a feeling that tke wqud s mine—










BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

e 10

r RSON was born in Cambridge, Idaho, Feb-

GW E‘I;Ia,-‘yﬁlz,E 1914, of Scotch and Welsh parents. Miss An-

Serso has been a resident of Anacortes, Wa.
nher seventh grade in school, five %

last year has seen her in the frequent b

of student police matron.

¢ 26
i I’:{IgBY BETTYS was born in Ros

5. Her grandfather was an
%sse-lst book, to her, is any myste

SLAND BLAKESLEY was born in
71916. In the six years enjoyec
divided his time between sche
activities. Literary penchant,

~ RUTH BOCKMAN was born April
Washington. Interested in ma
Thanksgiving turkeys, Miss B
to continue the study of hon

~ Page 14
~ WILMA BOWSER was born in
22, 1914. Interests: dramatics,

Page 22

years ago, afte






Page 6

BETTY LOWMAN was born in Anacortes,
July 31, 1914, One September noon in 1928
man swam the Guemes Channel, f
record of feminine achievement.
Willa Cather.

Pages 4 and 32
EVELYN LUNDBERG, born Decen
tes, Washington, claims a |
Lief Ericson, real disco
aversion of Miss Lundber
Favorite author: James

school teaching.

Page 7 e

EVELYN MacKENZIE was
Anacortes, Washington,
plans: Normal School.
Porter, Winston Church

Mr. Miles did not
ago. Activities: Juni

Page 7
MARGUERITE MIL
September 25
After-school
ant, Miss Mil




Page 8
ROBERT PALMER was born
January 29, 1917. A true

on
tury, Mr. Palmer guﬁhes m;ﬁ
his preference for Fitch's

Page 3

ELDORA PRAWITZ was born on
- Everson. ngton. She is fond
kD he believes is







