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Anacortes Rotary History
Chapter 4 — The 1960 Scrapbook

In 1960, the Anacortes Rotary Club, which met at the time in the upper
room of Village Pizza, undertook an ambitious project. Importantly,
members prepared and saved a comprehensive scrapbook which included
club correspondence, newspaper articles, photos, and organizational and
financial worksheets.

The project was a White Elephant sale designed to raise funds for an
indoor pool in Anacortes. Anacortes Rotary has a long history of
supporting swimming locations for Anacortes’ youth which stretched back
years before 1960 and extends forward to this day. 1960 was a benchmark
date because of the transition from outdoor pools to Anacortes’ first indoor
pool.

The only version of the 1960 Scrapbook was carefully preserved for many
years, until it was somehow forgotten and it subsequently disappeared. A
true stroke of luck quite accidentally rediscovered this one-of-a-kind
historical treasure.

During a renovation of the meeting room at Village Pizza during the early
2000s, as workers were altering a wall in the room’s storage area, the long-
lost scrapbook was discovered inside that wall, and rescued. Today, it
resides in the Anacortes Museum, tattered and stained, but fully intact.

The following pages tell the unique story of a white elephant sale, important
to Anacortes Rotary, but almost lost forever. And it would have been were
it not for a sharp eye during a remodeling project.

The final accounting for the income raised for the White Elephant Sale is on
the final page.
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