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Two weeks after the City 
of Anacortes city council 
saw its proceedings halted 
by “Zoom Bombers” 
spreading hate speech, the 
city’s council and mayor 
stood steadfast by con-
demning the rhetoric and 
passing a joint resolution 
to affirm the city’s com-
mitment to equality and 
inclusion at their Dec. 18 
city council meeting.

“We understand that 
every person should be 
measured by the content 
of their character, their 
inalienable rights of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness belongs to all 
people equally,” Mayor 
Matt Miller said, reading 
the resolution’s text.

“We expect all individu-
als to be treated fairly and 
to be allowed to live their 

lives with dignity free from 
mistreatment and target-
ing,” he said. “We firmly 
reject and condemn all 
acts of racism, harassment 
and intimidation and 
other forms of bullying.”

The resolution was 
originally on the Dec. 
11 agenda, but was ulti-
mately moved to the Dec. 
18 meeting due to the 
absence of a few coun-
cilmembers at the previ-
ous meeting.

The notion was to move 
the resolution back one 
week so all members of 
council and the mayor 
could stand united on the 
resolution together.

“This is so import-
ant to our society, that 
we stand together as peo-
ple of good conscience,” 
Councilmember Anthony 
Young said.

Councilmember Chris-
tine Cleland-McGrath 

also spoke on the joint 
resolution, iterating the 
importance of opposing 
all acts of racism, harass-
ment, intimidation, bully-
ing and hate speech.

The joint resolution 
passed with a 7-0 vote.

“It’s so important that 
when we are confronted 
with moments like this, 
that we not only resist, but 
we must push back with 
vigor. We cannot allow 
(hate) to go unfettered and 
unchallenged,” Young said 
following the vote.

As a joint resolution, the 
resolution represents the 
unified agreement of the 
mayor and council on the 
policy.

In 2019, Mayor Miller, 
who was then a city coun-
cilmember, was the lone 
vote opposing a similarly 
passed resolution. Miller 
told the Anacortes Ameri-
can on Dec. 17 that he was 

“98% supportive” of the 
2019 resolution, but had 
an issue with the language 
characterizing hate speech 
in the resolution’s text.

“I had an issue with the 
hate speech language in 
there, partly because ... 
there was a lot of angst 
with the residents over 
who was president at the 
time,” he said. “ ... A lot of 
people were saying that 
everything the president 

was saying was hate 
speech.”

President Donald 
Trump was the U.S. presi-
dent at the time of the 2019 
resolution and was often 
subject to public scrutiny 
for speech some consid-
ered hate speech.

At the time, Miller was 
concerned with the gov-
ernment defining what 
hate speech is.

Miller said he is not a 
“free speech absolutist,” 
and believes the issue he 
saw in 2019 is not much of 
an issue anymore.

“In my judgement, what 
happened a couple weeks 
ago was hate, very hateful 
speech without a doubt, 
and disgusting and idiotic 
and nonsensical,” Miller 
said.

The joint resolution was 
not the only action taken 
by council in response 
to the hateful rhetoric 

spewed during its Dec. 4 
public comment period.

At the previous city 
council meeting, a resolu-
tion was passed to refine 
the rules of public com-
ment to matters pertaining 
to the agenda or the City of 
Anacortes and its regular 
business.

After the resolution to 
revise the rules for public 
comment was passed, one 
member of the Anacortes 
community giving public 
comment jokingly said he 
hoped his public comment 
would be allowed under 
the new resolution.

Miller also acknowl-
edged at the Dec. 11 meet-
ing that the new resolution 
would require the chair 
of the meeting to make 
a judgement call on the 
enforcement of the new 
public comment rules.

City passes joint resolution affirming equality and inclusion
More 
Information
To view the full text of 
Resolution 3142, a Joint 
Resolution of the City 
Council and Mayor of 
Anacortes Reaffirming 
the Citywide Policy of 
Inclusion, visit: https://
anacorteswa.portal.civ-
icclerk.com/event/1141/
files/4277
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Members of the Anacortes public 
attended a presentation by the Anacortes 
Rotary Club and the city’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department regarding proposed 
changes to the Cap Sante Summit View-
point on Dec. 12.

Prior to the meeting held at the city coun-
cil chambers, members of the public were 
able to view design layouts of the proposed 
changes.

The proposal includes a 1,950 square foot 
viewing platform with panoramic views 
of Mount Baker and Padilla Bay, as well 
as a two-tiered platform with seating and 
ramps, and planters to divide the viewing 
platform from the parking lot which will 
include 23 stalls.

The meeting was largely informational as 
it began with a presentation and concluded 
with a question and answer segment.

City of Anacortes Parks and Recreation 
Director John Lunsford, Anacortes Rotary 
Club President Lindy Reno and Rotar-
ian Ron Litzinger led the discussion on the 
project.

The project represents a public-private 
partnership between the two entities that 
began in 2018. According to a news release, 
the Anacortes Rotary Club has raised over 
$400,000 for the project. The expected cost 
of the project is $550,000.

Previously, the Anacortes Rotary Club, 
in conjunction with the city, upgraded the 
Rotary Viewpoint Trail with kiosk signs, 
new walking connections and directional 
signposts in 2022.

Rotary Club’s 
proposal for 
Cap Sante park 
heard by public

ERNIE HAYDEN

The Port of Anacortes Transit Shed hosted the annual Geoffrey Castle Celtic Christmas Concert on Dec. 13. The concert 
provides an opportunity for a “jolly good time” while raising thousands of pounds of food and toy donations over the 
years, according to organizer Linda Lipke.
The event is one of the last to take place at the Transit Shed as the Port prepares to transition the venue back to mari-
time use. Check next week’s Anacortes American for an in-depth look at the past, present and future of the venue and 
event space in the city.

Transit Shed hosts Celtic 
Christmas as maritime 

shift approaches
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Pork Butt Roast........................................ 2.99 lb.
Country Ribs............................................. 2.99 lb.
Ground Chicken....................................... 2.99 lb.
Pork Tenderloin....................................... 3.99 lb.
Assorted Bratwurst................................. 5.99 lb.
Check out our Pepperoni and Summer Sausage Selection

DECEmbEr SPECIALS

Assorted Marinated Chicken Breast....2.49/lb.
Seasoned & Reg Pork Butts ................2.99/lb.
Assorted Breakfast Sausages..............3.99/lb.
Tri-Tip RST...........................................7.99/lb.
Marinated Tri-Tip ................................8.49/lb.
Prime Top Sirloin.................................8.99/lb.
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Good Thru 12/31/23 While Supplies Last

44
81

05
-1

Tuesday-Sunday 11-4pm 44
24

69
-1

New Branch.
Same Amazing Team.

Anacortes 360.755.3436
Burlington 360.707.2272
Bellingham 360.685.0080

Concrete 360.853.8171

Freeland 360.331.3717

Friday Harbor 360.370.7980

Mount Vernon Blackburn
360.419.0300

Mount VernonCollege Way
360.336.0102

Oak Harbor 360.720.2202

Sedro Woolley 360.755.3496

SaviBank.com

Our roots run deep in this community. We started in

Skagit County, and we are the only community

bank headquartered in Skagit. Being a locally based

bank, we know the importance of strong communities

that we all help create. After nearly a decade of

building relationships in Anacortes, we are excited

to be moved into our new location at 908 30th Street.

Stop in and visit us.

While it will be a new location, you will still experience

the same banking and financial expertise that brings

long-term success to our customers and our community.
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“This project is more 
than just a physical trans-
formation of 1,950 square 
feet,” Reno said. “It sym-
bolizes our commitment 
to the community.”

A major element of the 
project highlighted by the 
presenters was ensuring 
it was ADA accessible for 
individuals with disabili-
ties and for the elderly.

The project will also 
showcase Anacortes his-
tory through the use of 
interpretive signs, Reno 
said.

“We are pleased to enter 
the next phase of the per-
mit application process 
this month with the intent 
of construction beginning 
spring of 2024,” Reno said.

The project would 
require the clearing of 
4,800 square feet and the 

removal and replacement 
of native shrubs at at two-
to-one ratio, according to 
comments by Litzinger at 
the presentation.

Following the presen-
tation, a question and 

answer segment opened in 
which community mem-
bers not only asked ques-
tions but expressed their 
current viewpoints on the 
project.

Some members of the 

community expressed 
concerns that the proj-
ect would bring increased 
vehicle traffic to the area. 
Lunsford told the audience 
of Anacortes residents that 
the goal of the project is 

to “get people out of their 
cars” to enjoy nature.

An additional concern 
was raised by two com-
munity members regard-
ing the impact the project 
may have on the local deer 
population. The commu-
nity members were partic-
ularly concerned the deer 
would have nowhere to go 
and would find themselves 
on the lawns of Anacortes 
homes and in the streets.

Another public com-
menter raised concerns 
about maintenance of the 
park after the project was 
completed.

“We understand that 
ongoing maintenance is a 
concern,” Litzinger said. 

“So, when you look at the 
design we selected ... we 
specifically went with a 
rock platform because it’s 
much lower maintenance 
than our other designs.”

While the project is a 
public-private partnership, 
the responsibility of main-
tenance will fall on the 
city’s Parks and Recreation 
Department, according to 
comments from Litzinger.

The Cap Sante view-
point project is slated to 
enter the next phase of its 
permit application process 
this month.

Caleb Sprous can be reached at 
csprous@goanacortes.com, 573-
292-9024.
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The Skagit County Board 
of Commissioners last week 
denied an appeal by an Ana-
cortes-area wildlife non-
profit that sought to allow 
its animal sanctuary to con-
tinue to operate.

The appeal by the non-
profit Because We Mat-
ter, formerly Predators of 
the Heart, was in response 
to an October decision by 
a county hearing examiner 
that denied the preserve a 
permit.

The hearing examiner 
ruled Because We Mat-
ter does not meet the legal 
requirements of a wild-
life sanctuary, and there-
fore cannot house wolf-dog 
hybrids that are considered 
“potentially dangerous ani-
mals” under county code.

Because We Matter is 
located on 10 acres that back 

up to the Anacortes Com-
munity Forest Lands near 
Little Cranberry Lake.

Because We Mat-
ter applied for a permit in 
March 2022 to continue 
operating the facility after 
23 years of operating with-
out a permit.

The nonprofit has histor-
ically offered private tours 
of the facility. Guests could 
pet and take photos with the 
wolf-dog hybrids.

Several animals have 

escaped the facility over its 
history, and have injured or 
killed neighbors’ dogs.

In a Nov. 28 hearing, the 
wildlife group asked the 
commissioners to find that 
the county hearing exam-
iner incorrectly interpreted 
county code.

An attorney for Because 
We Matter argued that 
while the nonprofit does 
not meet the wildlife sanc-
tuary exception to code 
that forbids the “housing of 

potentially dangerous ani-
mals,” it does meet other 
exceptions.

Under Skagit County 
code, housing potentially 
dangerous animals is ille-
gal unless done by a wildlife 
sanctuary, if the animals are 
domesticated, or if Animal 
Control has requested the 
landowner’ help.

The commissioners had 
60 days from the date of the 
appeal to make a decision.

County denies wildlife nonprofit’s appeal
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A rendering of the cap sante summit project.


