
		

 January is Rotary Awareness Month

“Wenatchee Valley Technical Skills Center”
with Pete Jelsing

Upcoming Probable Programs ––
	 February 4 - Classification Talks - Chris Rumbles and Gary Provo
	 February 11 - Citizenship Lunchion - Norma Gallegos - Meeting Off Site
	 February 18 - Wenatchee Wild Players
	 february 25 - Fruit - Pete Van Well

– The year was 1937 – 1938 -
F.V. Baker was our president this year.  Our most successful community project for the year 
was our Rotary Hobby Show that took place in February with over 5,500 people attending.

Rotary International elected Maurice DuPerry of France as its first president 
from the continent of Europe.

The club had 96 members at years end.
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The Wenatchee Valley Technical Skills Center is an additional opportunity for students 
from around the greater Wenatchee Valley to experience and train for a profession. Their 
mission is to provide industry standard technical training and employability skills while 
personally assisting students in finding a pathway to a successful career opportunity and/
or post-secondary education. Each staff member has made a personal commitment to us-
ing their professional efforts to create successful students.

Here are few things the Skills Center offers our students:

– The year was 1950 – 1951-
Leo Lowe was our president this year. This was our 30th anniversary year. It was also the 
year that established the Wenatchee Rotary Foundation Fund apart from the club. 

Harry Whiteman was chosen president and the trustees included Paul Scea, Don Phipps, 
Sam Sumner, Leo Lowe, Wilbur Elder and Ernest Elder.

The club had 128 members at years end. 
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•  	 An extension of your local high school located at an off-campus training site.

•	 An opportunity for students ages 16 to 20 and/or those who are in grades 11 & 12 to receive highly technical 		
	 job training.

•	 An opportunity to get a jump-start on a post secondary education, apprenticeships, technical and two/four year 	
	 colleges or universities.

•	 Preparation for immediate entry-level employment.

•  	 Staffed by outstanding instructors from industry with many years of experience in their fields.

•	 The College Connection - We work closely with Wenatchee Valley College to provide advanced placement and 	
	 credits for high school students. Currently many programs are connected to post secondary training.

Today, you’ll hear from the Director of the WVTSC, Pete Jelsing. This is Pete’s first year as Director of the pro-
gram and he spent the previous two years working as the Student Services Coordinator. Prior to that Pete taught 
and served in various roles at Wenatchee High School. 



This week we got an insight as to what next year might be like 
with Jim Russell. He tried to inject a little humor in meeting and 
managed to control the past presidents at the head table quite well 
getting us out almost on time. He said he felt he was at Mount 
Rushmore with 4 blocks of stone around him. I’m not sure the 
past presidents understood that one but the appeared to be taking 
notes for future reference.
Our program entitled Senior Moments seemed appropriate as ev-
eryone at the head table was over 70 except Judy Conner who was 
the youngest but has been a member for 29 years.
Marc Heminger was the first to speak and of course as a past 
president of our club could talk forever. However, he brought his 
resume to try to keep some sort of continuity to his talk. Look-
ing at his notes he discovered that he was born in 1949 which 
of course makes him only 66 not 70 as stated above. Marc grew 
up on an orchard in East Wenatchee where his grandparents had 
moved in 1896-1907. So makes him the grandson of some of 
early pioneers. He is a graduate of Eastmont High School and the 
University of Washington. He married Karen Gellatly in 1975 
so he get a job in the insurance business. He is now a co-owner 
of the Gellatly Agency Insurance brokers and one of the oldest 
businesses in Wenatchee. His father Ross Heminger introduced 
him to Wenatchee Rotary in 1978. He served as president of the 
Wenatchee Rotary foundation in 1985, club president in 1991-
92, Sweetheart Auction Chair in 1991 and currently as our club 
historian. He is a Paul Harris Fellow and a Paul Scea Fellow. Marc 
is truly one who lives the Rotary motto of “Service Above Self ”.
Our second speaker today was Jim McDonald, although not a 
past president after 33 years in Rotary he sounded like one. Jim 
brought a 4 page document so that he could chronicle his life 
in some logical order, of course he wondered from time to time. 
Jim’s life started out on January 21, 1944 when he was born in 
Spokane. He didn’t mention that this was his 72nd birthday as 
he was afraid we might try to sing Happy Birthday to him and 
we haven’t done this for anyone else all year. (But I digress.) As I 
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was saying, Jim‘s family moved to Entiat in 1945 after his father 
was discharged from the Army Air Corps after WWII. In Entiat 
his family started the McDonald Construction Company which 
eventually became a family owned business with his father, him-
self and his two brothers. In the mid 50’s the family business 
expanded to include a lumber yard and a ready mix concrete op-
eration. Little Jimmy in his early years worked as a helper around 
the construction sites and learned many skills to would help him 
in later life. He graduated from Entiat High School in 1962 and 
continued his education at “5th Street U” and Seattle University. 
He met his wife Pat (an airline Stewardess) while in Seattle and 
they were married in 1969. Shortly after getting married they 
had the opportunity to purchase an interest in Ramey’s Paint and 
Glass. In 1975 he bought the remainder of the business and it is 
now know as Inside Design Carpet One. In March of this year he 
will be turning that business over to his son Joel who is a member 
of Wenatchee North Rotary.
Jim will have no problem with retirement. He loves to ski, boat 
and has a passion for corvettes. He has owned over 40 corvettes 
since his first one, purchased in 1965. He is currently president of 
the Wenatchee Corvette Club and an active member of the Ap-
plarians. Jim is a Paul Harris Fellow and a Paul Scea Fellow and 
always available to help Rotary with whatever needs to get done.
These two gentlemen are the part of the heart of Rotary. They 
know how to get things done and are an inspiration to us all.
Great talks guys, glad to get to know you just a little better.
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Auction 2016

“BUILDING COMMUNITIES” AUCTION”
THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 

The time is NOW!  This Saturday night we are going to 
have a great evening of fun, food and fellowship while rais-
ing funds for many worthwhile projects in our community. 
If you have not yet purchased your ticket there is still time 
(until Wednesday) to be a part of the biggest party our Ro-
tary club has had in years. We already have over 275 people 
coming to enjoy the fun and bid on over 200 items. There 
is something for everyone from gift certificates at your fa-
vorite restaurants, to vacation packages all around the globe, 
things to help out around the house, an antique car, Euro-
pean cruise, home hosted dinners, we have over 100 bottles 
of wine in our wine cellar, and much more, too many to list 
them all here. You will just have to come to find out about 
all the great items.
Your procurement committee has done a great job in getting 
a lot items and a great variety. You should all give yourselves 
a big pat on the back for a job well done.  Other auction 
committee members are now getting the ballroom ready to 
showcase our items and show you a wonderful evening of 
entertainment.
We want to thank everyone who has participated in making 
this event happen, as do our recipients.
Let’s Have a Party!
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

PLAN TO ATTEND DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Jump Right In 

to enjoy Footprints, Fellowship, & Fun

District Governor Greg & Jan Luring invite all District Ro-
tarians to join them in Yakima for this years District Con-
ference May 12-16, 2016. There will be good food, great 
speakers, music and enlightening breakout sessions.
Sign up early to receive best prices and don’t forget to sign 
up for Home Hosting, tours and lots of fun Rotary Fellow-
ship. To register just go to the District website and click on 
the District Conference Registration form. Now isn’t that 
easy?



Greeters & Cashiers, please try to arrive by 11:30 a.m.
If you cannot be here please find your own replacement!

Rotary Ambassadors
This week’s Cashiers will be

Ruth Esparza	 Brian Etzkorn

Rotary Ambassadors
This week’s greeters will be
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Did you know that you can make up a meeting at the following places? ––
Wenatchee North 	 @ Town Toyota Center	 Wed. Noon
Wenatchee Sunrise 	@ Red Lion		  Tues. 7 am
Cashmere	 @ Cashmere Presbyterian Church	 Wed. Noon
Leavenworth	 @ Kristall’s		  Fri. 11:45 am

East Wenatchee	 @ Shari’s Restaurant	 Thurs. 7 am
Lake Chelan	 @ Campbell’s	    	 Tues. 11:45 am
Quincy	 @ Quincy Senior Center	 Thur. Noon
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•  OFFICERS 2015 - 2016  •

Bill Murray	 President

Jim Russell 2016/17         President Elect/VP
Don Myers 2017/18           President Nominee

Pete Van Well 2018-19    President Nominee Elect

Jesus Hernandez	 Past President

John McDarment	S ecretary

Chris Rumbles	T reasurer

•  BOARD OF DIRECTORS  •

Kory Kalahar - 16	 Patty Ross -18
Leonard Singhose -16	A lice Meyer -18
Susan Albert - 17	 Paul Phillips - 18
Pete Van Well -17               Jill Leonard - 17
Don Elfving - 16	

THE WENATCHEE APPLESEED 
is published weekly by the 

Rotary Club of Wenatchee, Washington.
If you have an item you would like to in-

clude in the APPLESEED

contact John McDarment at 662-6858 
Fax: 663-8530

e-mail: appleseed@wenatcheerotary.org

The Board Meets at 7 am on the first Thursday

of each month in the Community Choice Conference Room

Next Board Meeting Thursday, February 4,  2016

Visit our Wenatchee Rotary website at:
www.wenatcheerotary.org

THE WENATCHEE ROTARY FOUNDATION 
The mission of the Wenatchee Rotary Foundation is to improve educational opportunities for citizens living in the Greater 

Wenatchee area. Funding for the foundation is through immediate and deferred giving from current and past Wenatchee Rotary 
Club members. Each club member in good standing is also a member of the Foundation.

Officers:  Marcia Henkle, President; Christina Davitt, President-Elect; Bill Monnette, Secretary, Heidi Myers, Treasurer

Board Members: Melissa Hernandez, Paul Pankey, Joe St. Jean, Ruth Esparza, Alice Meyer, Jim Russell

Don Elfving	S arah Elliott


