RICHLAND

X

o Editor: C. Mark Smith
Editor Emeritus: Hal Ellner
® Design: Jan Jackson
e Web Site: www.richlandrotaryclub.org

5. 2
3469“‘ ARY REACTOR

September 17, 2013

e PO Box 37 e Richland, WA 99352

e Meetings every Tuesday at 12:10 p.m.
Red Lion Hotel (Hanford House)

e Charter 7390 e District 5080 ¢ Club ID#262 ®

Speaker Schedule

September 24th — To be determined
October 1 — Evan Pollock: Boy Scouts
8th — To be determined

15th — Jamie Luce: Boy and Girls club
22nd - To be determined

29th — C. Mark Smith: Volpentest book

Preliminaries

Justin led us in one of Woody Guthrie’s dust
bowl ballads, “The Great Dust Storm,” in
remembrance of our own great dust storm over
the past weekend. Sans guitar, Justin sang in
the manner of Woody, even if most of us had
never heard of the song. According to Justin,
the song is the opening song in Ken Burns’ new
documentary about the Dust Bowl.

Visiting guests and Rotarians

Guests included Kim Zirker who was Greg
Warner’s guest and Dr. Rick Schulte, who was
Rick Jansons’ guest and also a visiting Rotarian

from Oak Harbor. Lots of visiting Rotarians
today, including Bud Knore, Barb Johnson,
Eric Coughanour, Dave Haller and John Herrig
from Columbia Center, and Fatima Traore from
Richland Riverside.

Announcements

President Jeremy reminded us of the Club
Fellowship at the Bauer’s this Thursday night
from 7 to 9, at their home at 28403 S. Clodfelter
Rd., in Kennewick. Pete Rogalsky announced a
meeting of the International Services Committee
at the Richland library. Connie Corcoran
promoted Beggars’ Banquet to support the Safe
Harbor Support Center and My Friend’s place
on November 15 at the Three Rivers Convention
Center. Diahann Howard announced a food drive
for the Tri-Cities Food Bank.

Greg Oberg gave us an update on our inbound
and outbound exchange students. Our Swiss
inbound student, Lukas, it turns out, plays
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the trumpet. One has been purchased for him. Our outbound student is in Japan and making
presentations in Japanese. We need a host family for Lukas for April, May, and June.

Linda Gilmore said that Steve Arneson sold a whole book of tickets last Friday at the Farmer’s
Market.

Greg Warner introduced Kimberly Zirker, a recipient of one of our nursing scholarships who made a
great short talk to the club.

Fatima Traore discussed a micro-loan program that she is trying to raise money for to assist Malian
women who are suffering from post-polio syndrome years after they have recovered from the
disease. She has artwork that she is selling to raise money for the fund. Please contact her for more
information.

50/50
There was $71 in the pot today. Tom Watson had the winning number but decided to take the $10.
Mark Smith had the next correct number but drew the wrong chip out of the bucket.

Judge Jon

Jon Putz had lots of fines in his head when he arrived after two days of orientation regarding health
care reform. He fined Justin for the song. He fined the members of the Mike Winegardner Duck race
team for selling the fewest tickets of any of the teams so far. He fined the members of the Columbia
Center club for sitting together. Then there were fines for last Saturday’s football games. Assorted
members were fined for not signing Phillip Koech’s book. There were other assorted offences,
including several new cars, Rick Janson’s bragging about his daughter, and Jeanne Dillner bragging
about their recent successful SIGN conference.

Program

Our speaker today was Dr. Rick Schulte, the new
superintendant of the Richland School District. Dr. 4 \
Schulte has had an interesting career in teaching
in a number of very interesting places, including a
small island in the Pacific during his tenure in the
Peace Corps.

He came to Richland from Oak Harbor on
Whidbey Island. He provided an overview of what
he has learned about the RSD since he arrived.
The school district is growing. There are 300
additional students this year. More than 1,000
students requested transfers into the district

and most were able to be accommodated. We
also have more children living under the poverty
line. All of these factors cost money. Federal
sequestration has made things more difficult

and cost the district $400,000 last year. It faces
an $800,000 short-fall in special education. $5.6
million in new funds was received from the State
of Washington but it was all committed by special
strings attached to the funding. k y




The district is going through a major construction program as a result of the school bond issue that
was passed last year. Existing schools are receiving upgrades and three new schools will be built. A
new middle school is about two years off. The district will be asking voters to approve its school levy

in February.

All in all, Dr. Schulte provided a picture of a school district facing and meeting challenges with
confidence and a vision for the future.

Hal’s Humor

The lady knocked on the door of her daughter and son-in-law’s house. Her grandson came to the
door saying, “Hi Granny. Daddy saw you coming. He said that you’re all that he needed.
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