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Speaker Schedule for December
29th –	Stella Pederson, Powerful Connections 		
		  Mentoring

Preliminaries
President Larry called the meeting to order, and 
welcomed our many guests today for our holiday 
celebration. He said we would dispense with 
the song as we’ll have music later on, and Bob 
Tibbatts gave the invocation and Daryl Francis 
led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Visitors
We had two visiting Rotarians today; Daryl 
Francis from Tri-Cities Sunrise and Jeff Daniels 
from Columbia Center, and many guests; family 
and friends that were introduced table by table, 
that joined us for our festive meeting today.
 
Announcements
Larry read a letter from Elijah Family Homes, 
thanking the club for our community service 
donation in support of its program services.  

Larry also called the club’s attention to today’s 
newspaper, as our own Madeleine Brown, 
had a heartwarming letter in the Letters to the 
Editor section, speaking to the meaning of the 
season. He encouraged members to stop by see 
Madeleine for a short visit at her home, as short 
visits work best for her. 

Linda Bauer then 
took the stage to 
talk briefly on the 
origin of Rotary, as 
our many guests 
may not be familiar 
with how Rotary 
was started.  Paul 
Harris, a Chicago 
businessman, 
had a lunch in 
1900 with a friend, who was accompanied 
by several others, and he was so impressed 
with the camaraderie of the group, it became 
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the inspiration for Rotary, which was started five years later, in 1905 in Chicago.  Rotary now has 
1.2 million members around the world, meeting in 37,000 different clubs.  Eventually a Paul Harris 
Society was formed in his honor, and donations of $1000 to this group bestow the status of Paul 
Harris fellow on a member, and such donations earn Rotary points which can be used by the donor 
to extend Paul Harris fellows to other members, friends and family. Donations to Paul Harris Society 
are used for Rotary programs, including Polio Plus, which after 30 years has eliminated polio from all 
the world except two countries, so we are close to our goal. Linda announced that she and Jim were 
using their points to honor her parents and their five children. Larry then called up Jim Bauer and 
presented him with his Paul Harris pin with 4 sapphires. Congratulations to Jim and all of the Bauer 
family!

The Judge
Diahann Howard, aka The Grinch, got up and went around 
the room, table by table, soliciting what members were 
most grateful for, and levying the “appropriate” fine for such 
gratitude, which consisted of family, friends and the many 
blessings in our lives, which best represent the meaning of 
Christmas.

Program
Cynthia Vaughn came forward with Linda Bauer and two of 
their friends from the Mastersingers to bring us Christmas 
music. They started with some of the lesser known songs, 
“Here we Come a Wassailing, which comes from ancient traditions in England and Scotland, and 
the Nordic countries, and wishes for good cheer, followed by “The Holly and the Ivy” , “Good King 
Wenceslas”.  The members and guests joined in for singing of “Angels We Have Heard on High”, 
“Silent Night”,  “Deck the Hall”,  “Joy to the World”, and finally “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.  
Larry thanked the singers, and especially Cynthia for her beautiful voice to lead us today, to the 
Grinch for reminding us what’s important at the holidays, and urged all to be safe and enjoy the time 
with family and friends.
Merry Christmas, everyone!

Hal’s Humor
Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit my best  wishes for an environmentally 
conscious, socially responsible,  low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral, celebration of the  winter 
solstice holiday(tm), practiced within the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion of your 
choice, or secular  practices of your choice, with respect for the religious/secular  persuasions and/
or traditions of others, or their choice not to  practice religious or secular traditions at all . . . and 
a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling, and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of 
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Honorary Members  
Bob DeLorenzo, Jack Zinn & 

General James Mattis

Number of Members
as of July 1, 2015

79
  Current Members:

75

Gained: 
Debbie Nogueras

Lost: 
Kim Pietrok, John Darrington, 
Greg Warner, Rick Jansons & Drew 
Haninger

the generally accepted calendar year 2016, but not without due respect for the calendars of choice 
of other cultures whose contributions to society have  helped make America great, (not to imply 
that America is  necessarily greater than any other country or is the only “AMERICA” in the western 
hemisphere), and without regard to the race, creed, color, age, physical ability, religious faith, choice 
or of computer platform of the wishee.
 By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms: This greeting is subject to clarification 
or withdrawal. It is  freely transferable with no alteration to the original greeting. It implies no 
promise by the wisher to actually implement any  of the wishes for her/himself or others, and is void 
where  prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole discretion of the wisher. This wish is warranted 
to perform as expected within the usual application of good tidings for a period of one year, or until 
the issuance of a subsequent holiday greeting, whichever comes first, and warranty is limited to 
replacement of this wish or issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the wisher.


