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ABOUT ROTARY COMMUNITY SERVICE
Rotary Community Service (RCS) Committees work throughout the year to seek and fund 

projects and support charities and individuals in need.  More than 80 grants and scholarships 

were given this year. We are so thankful for the hundreds of volunteer hours our members 

committed to seeing these funds make a difference in the lives of so many. 

RCS Board of Directors:  
Julie Kelsey, Vice President (Chair) 

Rod Price, President 

Stefanie Page, President Elect 

Amy Higgins, Immediate Past President 

Nicolle Laporte, Secretary/Treasurer 

Adam Brigham-Althoff, Director 

James Johnson, Director 

Louise Joss, Director 

Kristine Meyer, Director 

Molly Pepper, Director 

Richard Repp, Director 

Kevin Weir, Director

 

Donor Recognition 
Rotary Community Service grants are made possible by the generosity of Rotary 
Club 21’s members. Thank you to the Rotarians below who donated to the 2023-
2024 Rotary Community Service Campaign to help Rotary continue to make our 
community and world a better place! 
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Donor Recognition (cont.) 
The Rotary Spokane Foundation Legacy Club members have endowed their RCS 

annual gift through the Foundation, and we recognize these generous donors, both 

active and *deceased, as being truly exceptional. 

Legacy Club I Donors: 
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Randy Fossen 
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COMMITTEE SPENDING 
Community Impact Committee  
Budget $45,500 - Grants Given $52,493*** 

The Community Impact Committee provided grant awards to 20 different community service 

organizations. Our committee partnered with the Youth Services Committee on 4 requests, and 

we received matching funds from Rotary District 5080 to help respond to local wildfire relief 

efforts. Highlights include grants to Wishing Star Foundation for gift cards during the holidays 

and MusicFest Northwest for facilities rental expenses. The committee provided support for gas 

and maintenance to keep Feed Spokane’s delivery vans running and support for the Bite2Go 

program at Stevens Elementary. The Community Impact Committee evaluated how best to 

leverage member donated dollars for maximum impact where the community expressed a 

pressing need. 
 

Disability Services Committee 

Budget $25,000 - Grants Given $25,878* 
The Disability Services committee participated in awarding a total of 13 grants while leveraging 

an additional $20,000 by partnering with other organizations. Among the grants awarded, we 

provided a therapeutic pony for physical therapy, prosthetic liners, a prosthetic leg, custom 

wheelchair, wagons, dentures, hearing aids, a bed, and partial funding for a van. This year was 

exceptional, with many creative and impactful ways to support and bless individuals in our 

community. The collaborative efforts and innovative solutions have made a significant 

difference in the lives of those we serve. 

Foster KidFest Committee 
Budget $4,200 - Grants Given $1,764* 
The Foster KidFest Committee hosted 22 foster families and 74 children at various events 

throughout the year. Beginning with a stargazing event in the fall, a roller-skating party in the 

spring, and the 15th traditional KidFest party at Mobius Discovery Center. Some of the events 

are designed to support area foster families and celebrate the stability they provide for children 

in foster care. The traditional KidFest party is designed to bring children in foster care together 

with the potential of finding their forever families. In total, 65 children have been adopted as a 

result of this event since inception and 7 more children are in transition to their forever families 

from the most recent KidFest party. That’s an adoption rate over 51%. The magic continues! 



 

 

International Services Committee 
Budget $35,000 - Grants Given & Committed $36,000*** 

Impact from grant funds leveraged from the given grants ~ $  
The International Services Committee  supported 9 grant projects this Rotary year and also 

supported International Exchange students (1 for full year, 1 for short term). They awarded 

grants in several countries, Thailand (eye exams and glasses), Ecuador (clean water in rural 

NW), Belize (school equipment in concert with other 5080 clubs), Fiji (water in concert with 

other 5080 clubs), India (cleft lip and palate surgeries with Rotaplast and Kenya (HIV education, 

school desks, school sinks, scholarships for high school students). They continue to work on a 

Global Grant with a Maasai women’s CBO in Kisamis, Kenya. The grant is nearing completion. 

Youth Services Committee 
Budget $45,000 - Grants Given $52,883* 
The Youth Services Committee awarded 25 grants to community organizations to improve the 

lives of youth in our community. Grants included support for programs involving childhood 

hunger, urban native youth, youth job internships, youth clothing, Rotaract, childhood cancer, 

refugees, early learning, youth sports, and youth leadership. The committee also made cash 

awards to two emerging artists in dancing, and the visual arts. 

Support Our Veterans Committee 
Budget $10,000 - Grants Given $12,551* 
The Support Our Veterans committee awarded 14 grants to community organizations including 

support to for Honor Flight to help aging veterans visit the WWII, Korea, and Vietnam memorials 

in Washington D.C. supporting veterans career transitions into vital agricultural jobs essential 

for food security (Vets on the Farm), Lockers for Homeless Veterans to store their personal 

belongings (Volunteers of America), school supplies for active duty members families out at 

Fairchild AFB (Operation Homefront), providing necessities & essential household items to 

Veterans, active military & their families during the holidays (Newby-Ginnings Christmas 

Program, 2 families), and restocking an emergency food pantry for veteran families in need 

(Newby-Ginnings).  



 

 

COMMITTEE SPENDING 
Vaccinations Committee 
Budget $2,500 - Grants Given $370 
The Vaccinations Committee was founded in the 2017-2018 Rotary year. Since then, it has 

supported about 35 health clinics and supported the vaccination of an estimated 1,000 people. 

In the Rotary year 2023-2024, the committee supported two health fairs for the Slavic 

community (including Ukrainian refugees) to promote health and wellness and connect them 

with local health resources. The committee provided snacks, crafts, and game tables for the 

children and handed out free hats. The committee also supported a vaccination clinic for 

school-age children on May 23 at Stevens Elementary School. Again, the committee provided 

games, snacks, and free hats. 

Vocational Services Committee 
Budget $15,340 - Grants Given $17,863* 
During meetings this year, the Vocational Service Committee honored 14 students. The 

students recognized were seniors in Spokane Public Schools and represented five large area 

high schools and four project & option schools within the district. Additional funds earned, 

through the successful RCS Campaign and March Madness Event(s), allowed the committee 

to grant six students awards of $1500 each in scholarships. The scholarship awardees will use 

this fund towards their post-high school academic institution or vocational program of their 

choosing within the next two years. In addition, the committee selected five students to receive 

the Katy Reeves Performing Arts Scholarship. Thank you for your work in recognizing and 

awarding these exceptional students this year. We look forward to continuing to work alongside 

you this coming year in Rotary 21 and on the Vocational Service Committee. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

*Committee received additional grant funds thanks  

to the generosity of club members donations. 

**Committee received additional grant funds from matching 

District or Rotary International Grants. 
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