ROCHESTER ROTARY

HISTORY UNDERWAY

Prepared by Christine Hughes
With assistance from
Christine Lind Hage



Fast Gavernorn Macy, Governarn Fanald, Mr. Miller, Mr. Buw, Fonored Guest and Fellow Re-
taviians,

(9n(feﬂaeﬁaﬁtﬁeeﬁmm./l/lemﬂm of the Rochester Rotary Clubs, J wish te sincerely
aur life to the nespensitiility and joy of “sewice Ubove Sell” threugh Rotary.

We have had cenfusing days, dating from the initial visit of Bill Dorn of the Romeo Clukb:,
up to the present time. Directives and«nﬁwtmatwnﬁao pawtedmtamyaﬁﬁcewdam@ﬁax&%Sec-

pleted, wﬂ&epac&edﬂytﬁeumetﬂeym ﬂam U’ﬁegzwwtﬁaﬁam*’idﬂageﬁmwdwovaaoo-
ing our vision. Und with this influx of families comes new cemmunity 1esponsibilities. Jhus, cur
new Rotary Club has a tremendous epportunity to satisfy its pioneering spirit. One can see why
a Rotarny Clubs is being chartered in Rochester, as the cemmunity now fas a need for anathier ser-
vice clubi. So much wonk fas yet to be done by wesponsive sexwice clubis.

Und what have we accamplished up to the present time?

We fave ventured forth inte providing cur youth of Rochester with a Friday Night Com-
munity Dance, which we hope to centinue duting the eff schoel seasen.

We are new censidering which part we might play in developing a community youth cen-
ter. J undewstand that this project has been in the dreams of Rochesterites for many years. Cux

Ratarny Club is eager to enter into. the investigation and planning of such a community need.

We have had meetings with cur coviesponding sewice clubs, the Rochesten Lions and Hi-
wanians and we anticipate a meeting, in the near future, with the Brocklands Exchange Clubl. We
are veny aware of the need of sexvice clulls ceoperating with each other in the Rochester area. We
must as we share common ideals.

We have bridged a very “delicate” situation. We have had a successful party, where cur
wives met one and ancther.

But J sincenely feel that cur weal achievement since cur inception fias been the growth and
development of a wespect by each membier for his fellow Rotarian.

Just as we attend chunch te pray in Our Father's Fowse to effer thanks for His blessing
and to cement cur perwsonal welationship with the Lond, I might compare cur fellowship in Re-
tawy. Jtis cetainly a scared ene; it is based on love fox they luathier; it encourages self-
sealization; it stimulates the chivaluy of geod deeds; it requires that a Retavian be tuthful, that
fie live a light of ighteausness; thus Retarwy may sewe with ene’s church in premating a better
way of tife.
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One must wespond and love his Brother Rotarian in exder for a Retary Club to give sewvice te ex-
tea club needs.

Fhere ae a Lew theualtit I have cruystalized which cwr Raotaww Clule miakt entedain.



One must wespond and love his Brother Rotarian in exder for a Retary Club te give sewvice
to extra club needs.

There are a few thought J have crystalized which cur Retary Club might entestain.

Finst of all, cur bonds are cemented by cur united efforts ta help others. Might J say, a
Ratary Club may be called active enly thieugh its deeds. The club that has great dream of deing
sewwice, that enjoys it fellowship through a fine bunchecn ox listening to an intevesting speaker and
does not camplete its work te felp others cutside the Club shall have the proverbial “ Roman Em-

pire

specific, the happiness of self-sacrifice.

Jhus, J pray, that the Rochester Rotary Club will always be respensive to the needs of
its bocality and cur nation, and we must wespond and focus our effonts on international probilems.

We, citizens of Rechester, are fortunate in belonging te a relatively small community, nu-
merically speaking. Une can yet go dawn Main Street and see many friends. Und, consequently,
the need for a lange Rotary Club is wanting.

Net enly dees ene add henox te being one of a few, but alse it allows each Rotarian to
fave a persenal community wesponsitiility. Jeo eften large onganization dim ,as theix membews do
nat fave the appertunity te give of themselves. J hope that Rochester Rotary will expand its
strength in numbers , shadowing cemmunity needs. CQuantity never surpasses quality. Rotary
should accept membiens as the individual is gualified to assume the wespaonsibilities ef a specific
club ar bocal need., J want to. continue to fnow Rotarians by their finst names. J also want every

membex to feel fie is contriliuting te Rotawy’s sewice.

One must never forget, the Rochester Rotary Clubl will have the nespect of its cemmunity
anly as long as it fulfills the oliligation to the pecple it nepresents. This, of necessity, must stem
from a Retarian’s nespect for himself. Rotary requires that each ef us act in geod faith te his

JIn canclusion, J would like te express my appreciation for the unstinting efforts on the
part of Mac McMillen, Bill Dorn and their cemmittee in thein preparation foxr this eccasion. Jhe
gratifying. Jhe Rochester Rotary Members extend to cur New Governor Harvold Do eur con-
gratulations and pledge caoperation. This has been a perfect Chanter Night. We shall not ferget
the wesponsibiilities delegated to us at this impuessive cevemony. Und finally, Bl Dorn of the Re-
meo. Clubs, please rise and accept this tofien from cur Club. Jt is given with cur sincete apprecia-
ticn for the great part you have played in bring Retary to. Rochester.

Fhank You.

&dgar Geist Jr., M.D,



Rotary Work Begins

A Goal, A Guide, An

When Dr. Edgar Geist Jr. ad-
dressed nearly 400 Rotarians who

gathered in the gymnasium of the old

Rochester High School on Sept. 15,
1954 it was undoubtedly in his
mind’s eye that this was the begin-
ning of an enduring and a productive
organization that would promote fel-

lowship and impact the community in

ways not yet considered.

Whether or not Geist and that first

group of 23 members envisioned a
magnificent Rotary Park or a mem-

bership of more than 100, they knew

that they were undertaking a
“responsibility” to meet the motto of
“Service Above Self” and the daunt-
ing challenge to make the world bet-
ter all around.

In 50 years, Rochester Rotary has
exceeded expectations by continuing
to be a significant force in an area
that has evolved from a sleepy small
town to one of the fastest growing
regions in all of Southeast Michigan.

Rotary may no longer raise money by
playing donkey basketball, promoting

football games or selling fruitcakes,
but it gives away thousands of dol-

lars yearly to other organizations that

help those that need it -- Neighbor-
hood House, Haven, Habitat;

become productive members of soci-
ety.

“One must never forget, Rochester

Rotary Club will have the respect of
its community only as long as it ful-
fills the obligation to the people it
represents,” \reminded Dr. ”Jack”
Geist, as he laid a game plan for the
future.

“...our club has attempted to

evaluate our village needs,” he noted.

and in
scholarships to students who go on to

“New homes are springing up all
over Rochester’s hills. Our new
schools, not yet completed, will be
packed by the time they are “born.”
The growth of our village has and is
surpassing our vision. And with
this influx of families comes new
community responsibilities. Thus,
our new Rotary Club has a tremen-
dous opportunity to satisfy its pio-
neering spirit. One can see why a
Rotary Club is being chartered in
Rochester.”

Charter Night was the culmi-

nation of work that had gone on for
months prior -- initiated in
neighboring Romeo when its Rotary
President Bill Dorn came to fellow
attorney Ed Potere with a message
that Rotary International felt that
Rochester was ready for a club.

A luncheon meeting at the Old
Hopkins Restaurant brought to-
gether key players -- Potere, Dr.
Geist and Dr. Gus Eastman.

“My first reaction,” recalled East-
man, “was who needs a meeting in
the middle of a busy day?” But he
remained “vaguely interested” and
continued to listen. “What their
message was! What their goals
were! Where you could meet and
become acquainted with a group of
persons who each presented a dif-
ferent phase of classification of
business or profession in Roches-

Impact

It became clear to those who
first met and those joined them
later that “we wanted our own
Rochester Rotary Club,” said East-
man. And so the recruiting began.

Businesses and professionals
were visited, encouraged to under-
stand the nature of Rotary and
what it could do and invited to
meet; Sally Case became the piano
player early on. “By Sept. 15,
1954 we had 23 members, elected
officers and...were ready for re-
ceiving our charter from Rotary
International,” recalled Eastman.

The Village of Rochester was

enthused about its new service
organization, too, and it became
front page news when Rotary did
something. For Charter Night, a
12 page supplement highlighted
the original members and all there
was to know about Rotary itself.

But it was Jack Geist’s opening
remarks that laid the foundation
for all that would follow.

“I hope that Rochester Rotary
will expand its strength in num-
bers, shadowing community needs.
Quantity Never Surpasses Quality.
Rotary should accept members as
the individual is qualified to as-
sume the responsibilities of a spe-
cific club or local need. I want to
continue to know Rotarians by
their first names. I also want every
member to feel he is contributing
to Rotary’s service.”

Rotarians must, he said, respect
themselves and one another. “One
must respect and love his Brother
Rotarian in order for a Rotary Club
to give service to extra club

needs...
(Please continue to next page)
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1954 2004

A Fellowship,
A Philanthropy,

A Force in the Community

(Continued from previous page)

Rotary requires that each of us
acts in good faith to his fellow
man. Each member represents
all of Rotary.”

And each member played a
role in the development of the
club early on. The original six
identified as crucial to its forma-
tion were players throughout
much of Rotary’s history -- Max
Hartwig, Dr. Larry Bilodeau,
Maurice Watson, Eastman, Geist
and Potere. The next 17 were
just as involved -- whether it was
Dr. John Terry who helped take

care of the teeth of the children at

Predmore Children’s Home or
Ted Swoboda who took pictures
at every occasion. Future Ro-
tarians, early on, made signifi-
cant contributions in the days
when Rotary projects were hands
on.

Recalls Clarence Whitbey,

“A big thing was work with the
crippled children of Oakland
County. At Christmas, the Ro-
tary Anns wrapped gifts and we
helped with their Christmas
Party, assisting them into the
party from cars and busses.”

Dr. Geist’s vision of helping a
community and establishing fel-
lowship and brotherly love is
clearly realized in the array of
photographs, not only from the
early days but into the 21* Cen-
tury. The Rotarian motto of

The Historians
Gus & Grace Eastman,
Clarence Whitbey
John Terry
Compiled By:

C.W. Hughes
June 22, 2004
Tom Townsend, President

“He Profits Most Who Serves
Best” brought individual bene-
fits as well -- lasting friend-
ships in that come only by
working side by side for a com-
mon goal.

“Our fellowship in Rotary...
is certainly a sacred one,” said
Geist. “It is based on love for
thy brother; it encourages self-
realization; it stimulates the
chivalry of good deeds. It re-
quires that a Rotarian be truth-
ful, that he live a life of right-
eousness...”

Ever mindful of the Four
Way Test and pursuing Ser-
vice Above Self with gusto has
given the Rochester Rotary a
record of indisputable excel-
lence and unfailing commit-
ment to the community it
serves. It lent a hand -- either
physically or financially, when-
ever it was asked. It organized
Boy Scout packs; and fund
raisers for deaf children, and
helped build Crittenton Hospi-
tal. It focused on its own fam-
ily and fun with parties and
father-son banquets and back to
school lunches but it always
looked after others at the same
time.

“It it hoped,” said Eastman,
“that even lacking perfection
each of us has had more suc-
cess than failure in practicing
our Rotarian code and goals.”
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Making
Money to
Make A
Difference
... And
What a

It certainly is i
was raised.

When the fi
they knew immedia
ing and fun raising could
the same. Indeed, most of the
that earned significant dollars fo
coffers also brought a huge benefit o
great entertainment.

Among them:
Donkey Basketball. Riding on donkeys and shooting hoops. 1 .
Fruit Cakes-- Just ask Gus. For 15 years, Gus was the keeper of the cakes and

Rotary made good money on Olga Benson’s fruitcakes. Reportedly, there is one

lurking in a Rotary history box still.

Raffles -- In 2004 Rochester Rotary began its once month mega raffle
but long before that, Rotary was raffling a little here, a little there, sometimes a
little cheer, to raise money on a weekly basis. The weekly raffles, wrote one
Rotarian, “were kind of fun.” Nowadays, Rotarians like them a lot in hopes of
winning some great prize packages.

Poinsettias -- Every one gets one at he holidays so Rotary is providing
a service and making money too. This long association with Bordine’s has been
extremely popular and healthy at the bottom line.

Football -- As good as the Lions, almost. The semi-pro football games
began as a fund raiser for Crittenton Hospital but also had great entertainment
value to the community. At one point, it was Women’s Football. Interesting, if
not profitable.

Rotary Auction -- For years this was a well-attended, profit-oriented

evening that everyone enjoyed but it, too, began to be too time consuming for a 7

membership pulled in many directions.




With Every Little Thing,
Rotarians Raised a Buck ¢

Denny
= Carraher

Joe Watson

Bill Lukens,
?,7?, Carl
Oxford Sr.
Dick Morley.
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Our Own

Rotarians love kids --
their own and others, and over
the years, Rochester Rotary has
been a great contributor to
youth. Since its inception, Ro-
tary has been concerned about
the community’s young resi-
dents.

“We have ventured forth into
providing our Youth of Roches-
ter with a Friday Night Commu-
nity Dance, which we hope to
continue during the off school
season,” said Dr. Geist.

Rotary did just that for sev-
eral years, but it also impacted ‘
the younger generation by estab-
lishing a Junior Rotarian pro-
gram, with Job Shadow that
continues today, with the spon-
sorship of a baseball team or a
cub scout pack; by helping chil-
dren crippled by Polio or raising
money so a deaf child might

Sometimes its impact was one-on-one.

“I remember one of the young men who came
to my office with some cavities,” recalled Dr. John
Terry. “He wasn’t about to submit easily to this
invasive process. He was one of the boys at the
home that would push the merry-go-round...I said
to Willie, “let me feel your muscle.” Then I said,
“boy , you’re as strong as Tarzan or even stronger.
His eyes lit up and front that day I was his buddy.”

AMMmey forg..




The Rochester Rotary Club President Dr.

- Marvin Weisman (left) hands Dr. Bradley Barnes

a check for $1,000. Dr. Barnes is accepting the

'donation on behalf of the Rochester Area Youth

Guidance program, which  operates in the

'Roch?ppjr Community Schoals Disirict. (Photo by
7 i :

_ Ted Swoboda)

fielp 4 Deal ild Mear he ...
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Special Outings with Special Friends

Bill Potetc (far left), |
Harold:Coltiman, Jack ‘

" L

. : i | :
Fred Thon Rely\ anskiver s 2 Mary Wiséman, Do)ug
2 Fraser on in thg second row.
3 p - ¥

Adel Carrahan, Don
Foss, Dave Holderness,
Fred Houghten

Bruce Bordine
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The Christa

From the beginning, Roches-
ter Rotary embraced the Christmas
Parade with gusto -- showcasing
the imagination and sometimes
secret talents of a membership
best known for raising money
more than making floats.

“The Rochester Christmas Pa-
rade was a big event,” wrote Cla-
rence Whitbey. “Preparing and
building the float and participating
in the actual parade. A lot of good
times came from that experience.”

With great effort and a camara-
derie evidenced by the end-product,
Rotary was often a winner among
floats with its elaborate entries.
“Dreams of Christmas” won a blue
ribbon; Samie the Santapeed had a
reputation all its own. The more
recent entry of a swaggering dino-
saur was among the last to be actu-
ally built by Rotarians.

As time crunches and space con-
siderations became problems, Ro-
tary looked to helping the parade
by contributing financially to it.
But it just wasn’t the same and in
recent years, Rotary was well rep-
resented on Main Street by the

ROTATIONS, the hard-working
drill team that takes its work seri- Harold Cottn%
ously to march with precision for (left side)

the club it represents.
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Rotarians
Love A
Parade!
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Rotarians
Know How

To

Don Pixley (left) and Ellen

& Doug Fraser (ri(rt) I




Shall We Dance!

Del Vanskiver

Gus & GraceEas
' and Noel Huyck

ry O’ Connor

i
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Welcome . ..

Dear Friends;
on \mlrun—n-gmwm,vmn«um-ﬂnb-c
plessure to -Iu-u.yonl @ ke S5th- Annual District
ence of Distriet 838, i
Without exception, every member of the Inchsufhury
Clab has been enthusimtic in making this the greatest
feeass v for Pl oty Lol s Entertaiment.
Ard, of course, all of this lone for your enjayment!
lhw-mMGnnermpi-vilhm|nh
wur-docp appreciaton. . particaar, b il Commiliey Chake
mﬂlnu!:hlm‘uﬂlfmwﬂ: perfuem.
piguiens. Pervool nmm
Tkt caser ecsuse o 1h ou et
mn{'u uceess for (his m.m
e s o wkh Yoo partiigate and eniey s setiti
and opportunities for fellowship.
Governor Dan has been an outstanding District Governor
mlmﬁnlmwﬂimhwdu at the Gorer-
pereanally express your appreclation. o
i for his dedieation to Dhmnrmnl,:dnlurym
MI&«-M'!MM”MH our memories
for tomasronw, it s my fondest hope that your memories of this
sonference will always Gt and happy ones.

mcy""';—

Praser
Chairman

Conference Committee

Gereral Chalrman o
e ey .. dock Burr
Treasurer and Dudget Wews: Leceer
Promotion and Publicity Cheries Woodheod
Meeting Places Jereph Watsan
Registration and Badges James Stephens
Hoasing and Transportation Mel Markwardt
Entertainment Marpin Weismzn
Avards and Gifts Loren Siffring
Decarations snd Parking Charles Hatter
Printing Clarence Whitbey

ROTARY
And Nothing But Rotary

As much as it is committed to the community, local
Rotary groups also serve a broader base -- Rotary Interna-
tional. As such, Rochester Rotary was always a player in
district conferences and matters of Rotary in the larger Annual
scope. District Governor Ross Lindsay came from the

Rochester club and Rochester hosted or helped host sev-
eral district conferences. C Oon fe ryence

Through its contributions of money, Rochester Rotary
has helped Rotary rid the world of Polio and through the
work of Rochester’s own Dr. Jay Eastman and a dedicated
group, there is an ongoing o improve the lives of
the poor in Guatamalg bove Self at work.

Mav 8 and 9, 1976




Rototones

Making Music Together...
=/ Every Week

& for

Jac:k :@eist, Gus Eastman_ :
Arch'Hall & Bob Lytle %

Dave Biatton, John ﬁelstrum. Ted Roumell, lady,
Herb :mpsgn, Marvin Weisman and Al Brush

%



Johnny Reynolds, Dorothy Potere, Tess
Kettlesen & Gertrude Bailey




And Other Women
Who Impacted How
We Were, What We

Are...

In 1954, women stayed at home to raise children
while their Rotarians husbands went off to work. But the
women who were married to the men of Rotary made sig-
nificant contributions by organizing themselves into a
group to support the efforts of the club.

The Rotary Anns, the wives of the Rotarians, did eve-
rything -- including keep the historical scrapbooks that tell
Rochester Rotary’s history. They existed as a group to
help and they did. They organized picnics; they wrapped
Christmas gifts for the children’s home; they held teas.
Eventually, the Rotary Ann concept was overtaken by the
times and today, the women of Rotary are members.

Of course, in Rochester, there was a woman at every
meeting -- Sally Case. From the beginning, she played the
piano trying to keep those men in tune. She even organ-
ized the ROTOTONES -- the infamous singing group of
moderate talent and spectacular red ties that entertained at
the holiday and every other appropriate occasion. In
2004, Beryl Crissman keeps Rotary in tune.

Barb Murray as the first woman Rotarian in Rochester.
Married to Sarge, she came in soon after his death, open-
ing the door and paving the way for the many business
women who also enjoy the benefit of fellowship and good
deeds.

In 2002, Rochester Rotary was guided by its first
woman President Janet Drobnich.
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Pauline Bordine & Doug Fraser

Doug Fraser, Rochester Rotarion and arec

businessman, will host a fable of friends ot the
coming Junier Woman's Club Charity Ball. March
6. He Is buying his tickets from club President
'Pauline (Mrs. Bruce) Bordine. The evening will
include dinner, an open bor, enterfainment and
dancing to @ pepular band. Mrs. Dan Seed &5 1-
6334, is ticket chairman.
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Gus & Grace Eastman, i ‘Q ‘
Mary and Ron'Cooley [ A

Dave Holdermess
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. 2. Jack Geist,

i .\\
on, DelighFrasg

’ﬁ\" tonyJack /

!

John Peterson, Da 0 ) .
Potere, Jack Burr, y Frascijilick Solverson, Loren S#firing J_bi'hn' y
Front Row: John Telil, Leon R@lertson, Jack Geist, Bd"Potere, Gills asjt-man,

r 4




ad; Mecl Margiart, JinfSteyens, Don Rugsink,
Maryin Weismaiy# : ¥ " ;
Front row: Doug' Fraser, Lesen Siffering, B.ob Pote\%

“Woser

Al Brush




John Terry
1956 -7

Gus Eastman
1957 —58

Ben Lindquist
Ted Swaboda 1959 -60
1958 —59

Co-Founder
! 9_54-55 ,

Jack Taylor
1960 ~61 15 - |
Terry O’Connor 1966 —47 "flf;’é%/g";ley -
Tage Ketelson 1963-64 & TN e —

John Peterson 1964-65

«Clarefice Whitbey < W K Don Rucsink
1963e69 & Jack Burr ' — 1973 74
196970 Loren Siffring fd®

191970 71

Bob Potere
1971 -72

Presidential Roster
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Jack Soiverson_ 2
1978 -SNE

Bob Ly}le 1984‘85
. Ay

By its leadership, Rotary has achieved
more than even its first president could
have imagined. From doctors and lawyers,
to printers and dentists; from a photogra-
pher to realtors to a grocer, bankers, 1
woman and now a pastor -- Rochester
Rotary’s Presidential Hall of Fame is a
collection that’s a reflection of the commu-
nity it serves.

Bruce Bordine
1980 81

Jerry Carvey 1985-86

| =
) A ¥
mniG@ydos 1992 -9
. L
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" Ross Lindsay
1994—95

11 Conners, Sr.
k|

1995-96

Jeff Whitbey
1996-97

Bill Ebginger
1997-98

Paul Johns 4
1998 —99

Jan Drobni¢h2001-02
Fir§gfemale president of
Rochester Rotary

1999-2000%"

Great Leadership = Great Club
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Pat Dubey 2004-05
U

Dick Spiess
2001 —02

Reyv. Tom Townsend
N 2003-04

Johanna Allen

2005 06 .
Jim Koester

20067

Qhri stine Lind Hage

Rotary keeps rolling along | 20050




