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                                          Plymouth Rotary 

                                          New Member Guidelines and Application
From:   Rotarian/Sponsor   ___________________________    Date_________________________

                                                                          Signature

To:     Prospect Name ______________________________ 

Rotary International (RI) was formed in 1905 to become the world’s first service organization. (see www.rotary.org )    Our Plymouth Rotary Club  was chartered in 1927 and is now one of over 33,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas.  Rotary members form a global network of business and professional leaders who volunteer their time and talents to serve their communities and to provide humanitarian service that builds good will and peace in the world. 

Rotary’s motto, Service Above Self, exemplifies the humanitarian spirit of the organization’s more than 1.2 million members. Strong fellowship among Rotarians and meaningful community service projects characterize Rotary. 

Rotary enjoys a rich and sometimes complex tradition and organizational structure, with many programs that can be confusing to new and even not-so-new members.  We invite you to visit   

Rotary Basics for an overview of how Rotary could be important to your life.  
Plymouth Rotarians subscribe to RI’s high ethical standards for conduct of their personal, business and community affairs and are encouraged to use The Four–Way Test to help themselves stay true to these standards.   

Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and FRIENDSHIP?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
Plymouth Rotary provides a wonderful opportunity to engage in a host of activities that are fun, active, and worthwhile contributions to our community and to the world.  Prospective members should be aware that membership in Plymouth Rotary Club requires a significant commitment of time and energy.  For example, we might do a food concession at a charity event; we might cut brush at a local camp for girls, or help staff the booths at the Family Fun Fair.  We become personally involved in working on our own club projects through committee planning, sweat equity, and leveraging our contacts to accomplish projects such as our Rotary Amphitheatre.  Members will have an opportunity to help in a way that matches their ability, interests and talent.  

Our Club stages several fund-raising events each year to support local charities and our own projects (including our Scholarship program).  Some require the involvement of every member.  For instance, every member is expected to support our annual Penny Sale by soliciting prizes from local businesses for our annual Penny Sale, selling Grand Prize tickets and attending the event.  These types of events take place 4 or 5 times a year.  You can learn more about our projects by visiting our Website at http://www.plymouthnhrotary.org/ .     

Our Club provides a great way to become acquainted with a great group of men and women who are focused on Service, but who value the fellowship of their club and who have a great time getting to know each other.   Opportunities abound when we meet for weekly breakfast, when we work on projects and when we gather for pure socialization, such as our annual summer cookout, or when we sponsor a table at a local dinner-dance.  Because we value the continuity of our fellowship and need to be in continuous contact with our members to reach our club goals, we require them to attend at least 60% of our meetings and events.  Part of the Rotary experience includes visiting other clubs in nearby towns or anywhere in the world.   Attendance elsewhere “makes up” for your absence in your home club, maintains your attendance requirement and is a fun way to meet people outside your hometown.  

Plymouth Rotary provides an opportunity for global service through the many avenues of Rotary International.   Our Rotary district annually hosts a group of young professionals from other countries who are touring our area to learn more about our way of life, our professional standards, and our values.  Our club often hosts this group for a few days, and provides housing, transportation, and contacts.  RI is deeply involved in promoting world peace through better understanding and more personal contact.  Youth Exchange is a wonderful opportunity for a Rotary family to host a high-school-age student from another country who will attend Plymouth Regional HS.  Our club also might send a youth from our area to a foreign country for a similar, life-changing, experience.   

Club members make a significant financial commitment:

1. Purchase weekly breakfast and raffle - $7.00. 

2. Annual dues are $160 per year payable in two installments.  Dues fund our club operating costs and support our District and International operations.  Our District, and RI support a variety of projects throughout the world, from small efforts such as a water well in a remote African village to a $260 million campaign to eradicate polio in the world.  As Rotarians, we are very proud of our involvement in such widespread efforts to make the world a better and more peaceful place.

3. Members may be expected to make an additional contribution to help fund a special local project.  For instance, our Club raised more than $70,000 to fund the Rotary Amphitheater at Riverside Park and each member made a contribution, in accordance with his or her ability, as a personal “buy-in” to the project.   This 100% involvement, allowed us the power to convincingly lead the way for generous contributions from outside our club.   For us, this project is a proud sign of the strong leadership role that our club exhibits, and the power of Rotary’s network of influence to do good for the community.  

Membership Application Procedure

Prospective members should be aware that membership is regarded as a privilege and that the current members wish to assure themselves that new members are both aware of the values and commitments by which we live and are willing to participate fully in our endeavors.  For this reason, we have adopted a procedure that is designed to be transparent, fair, non-exclusive and intentionally sensitive to the feelings and reputation of the prospect.   We believe that this process will give both a prospective member and the existing membership an opportunity to assess our “fit” with respect to service values and active participation.  

1. An existing member of the club must agree to sponsor and mentor someone who has expressed interest in Plymouth Rotary or someone who they would like to encourage to consider becoming a member.   To initiate the process, the sponsor must give this signed and dated form to the prospect for them to read and understand.  

a. This signed form is evidence of the Rotarian’s willingness to become the prospect’s sponsor, thereby offering an opportunity for him or her to consider joining our club.   If no action is taken by the prospect within 60 days, this offer shall cease to be valid.  

b. If the prospect has attended meetings, or is a former Rotarian, he or she may sign, date and fill out the Membership Application box below, indicating their understanding of these procedures and interest in applying for membership. The attached Biographical information sheet is also required.  

c. If the prospect has not attended meetings, then, the sponsor will invite the person to one or more Club meetings or events where a significant number of existing members are present.   If the prospective member is still interested in joining, he or she shall sign, date and fill out this form as above and return it to his or her sponsor.  

2.   The prospective member then meets with the Membership Committee and the sponsor, whose responsibility it is to continue to brief him or her on the values, duties, and responsibilities of membership, to evaluate what vocational classification the prospect might represent, to gather additional information for a brief personal bio and to hear any concerns of the prospective member. 

3.  After the initial meeting, the Membership Committee may take additional steps to research the integrity and substance of the prospect’s character.   

4. If the Membership Committee does not feel that the application should be accepted, the committee shall make a report of this recommendation to the board and, if upheld, will inform the sponsor that the application has not been accepted.  The sponsor, in turn, will inform the applicant that his or her application has not been accepted. 

5. If the Membership Committee is satisfied that the prospect would bring integrity, service values, and active participation to the club, and that the classification of the applicant will not adversely affect the existing diversity of vocations represented within the club, it shall recommend that the Board of Directors accept the application. The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendation of the membership committee.  If there are questions of fact or reservations based upon personal knowledge of any member of the Board, then the application may be returned to the Membership committee for reconsideration.  Otherwise, the prospective member’s name and brief bio will be mailed to all Club members who have seven days to register any comments or objections. 

a. If there is an objection from one or more members of the club, it will be privately discussed by the Board after the following week’s meeting.  Board discussion will not focus on the individual’s character, personality, or any other personal characteristics.  Its object is to make an entirely subjective judgment of the likelihood that the person in question will be an effective practitioner and promoter of Rotarian values.  

b. If there are no objections from members of the club, then the prospective member shall be invited to join the club. 
6. The prospective member is then inducted into Rotary and pays a one-time induction fee of $25 plus semi-annual dues pro-rated according to the date of the induction.

Are you still interested?  Talk to your sponsor about joining.   He or she can give you a unique perspective of why Rotary is important to them.  If you agree that Rotary might be a “fit” then we will begin the process of getting to know each other.  


Application for Membership  Plymouth Rotary  

Sponsor Name  ___________________________ Date Procedures given ___________________
I wish to apply for membership in Plymouth Rotary and understand that my application will be accepted or denied based upon the principles of Rotary and the guidelines explained here.  I agree to hold Plymouth Rotary harmless from liability for defamation or slander that may arise from this process of evaluation.  

Prospect’s Signature ____________________________________  Date _______________

Print Name ________________________________________________________________

Classification ____________________________________ (assigned by Membership Committee) 

                                                              (Biography info next page is part of this application)


Biographical Information for ______________________________

Your Nickname: ____​​​​​________________________Date of Birth_________

        Partner or Spouse’s Name___________________________________

Your Occupation __________________________________________

Address 1    ______________________________________________(Mail)

Address 2    ____________________________________(Physical, if different)

City  _______________________ State__________ Zip____________

Telephone (Home)_______________     (Work) __________________ 

                     (Cell)_______________     (FAX) ___________________

E-Mail Address_____________________________________________

Involvement in Clubs/ Volunteer Organizations  (years, offices held, project   

Participation, etc)  

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

Hobbies, interests, activities

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

Reasons why you want to join Plymouth Rotary

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

        









         _____


 _________________________________________________________     Initials
Rotarian/Sponsor: Please fill in all yellowed info on pgs 1 and 3 before giving to applicant.
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