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Today’s Meeting April 14, 2020

Welcome: W
 e extend a warm welcome to all visiting Rotarians
and Guests.
Theme of the month: Maternal and Child Health Month
Today’s Agenda: “Maternal & Child Health in the
			
COVID-19 environment”
Panel: Dr. Melody Ennis, Acting Director of the Family Planning Unit,
Ministry of Health & Wellness

APPY

Birthday
&
Anniversary

Birthdays:   The following persons will celebrate
their birthdays and anniversaries during the week:-

April 07, 2020 – April 20, 2020

Members’ Birthdays: PP. Wayne – April 12th
PP. Jem – April 15th
Spouses’ Birthdays: Rtn. Raymond’s wife Dianne – April 09th
Rtn. Mavis’ husband Gurney – April 12th
Anniversaries:

There are no anniversaries this week

….Congrats to all!
Follow us

Rotary Club of St. Andrew |
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standrewrotary |
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DG April message
Greetings Fellow Rotarians and Rotaractors
The record of women dying at a high rate from preventable causes due to
pregnancy persists. What’s worse is that babies who lose their mothers have a
higher risk of dying in the first two weeks than babies whose mothers survive.
Hence, the importance of the area of focus - Maternal and Child Health cannot
be overstated, and we must continue to seek meaningful ways to help save
the lives of mothers and their babies. I, therefore, applaud our clubs that have
done educational and child feeding projects and/or other Maternal and Child
Health projects. For clubs that have a keen interest in a related international
project please know that there are opportunities on Rotary Ideas to which we
can lend support.
Even as we put the spotlight on Maternal and Child Health, we cannot help
but consider three other areas of focus that are in the forefront because of
COVID-19 which has the world in crisis. I speak of Disease Prevention and
Treatment, Water and Sanitation, and Economic and Community Development.
The World Health Organization, Governments, businesses, organizations,
families and individuals are grappling with measures to prevent this highly
contagious and deadly virus from spreading. As Rotarians and Rotaractors we
are expected to play our part by being responsible and respect the calls for
social distancing, hand washing and sanitation. We are also asked to consider
and take action, where possible, to help alleviate the concerns of our first
responders and our health-care systems so that they can adequately cope with
any increase in COVID-19 cases. Perhaps we can assist with procurement and/
or contribution to the cost of much needed medical gear and supplies. In this
regard, please be reminded of Rotary’s Grants Dispensation as outlined in
Foundation Chair PDG Patrick Adizua’s 2nd April letter. Additionally, if allowed
perhaps we can volunteer to shop for those who are considered high risk
individuals.
Water and Sanitation is another area of focus that is crucial. I, therefore, wish
to use this opportunity to emphasize the importance of District 7020 HANWASH
programme for Haiti. I ask those of us who have regular running water to think
for a moment about how we would manage without water especially during
this COVID-19 crisis. Then consider the plight of about 50% of our neighbors in
Haiti who do not have access to safe running water and sanitation. Therefore,
it is important for us in District 7020 to be in the forefront of this initiative in
order to help to transform lives in Haiti.
Undoubtedly COVID-19 will have a devasting economic impact on our countries,
which brings to mind to another area of focus - Economic and Community
Development. Rotarians tend to be able to accomplish extraordinary
humanitarian feats, so please consider how we can lend support in these very
difficult times to persons who have suddenly become unemployed. I commend
all clubs that are finding it possible to assist and one example is the BVI Rotary
Family. They answered the call to help raise $50,000 and have found a partner
in the BVI Social Security Board to assist with much needed food supplies to
help families facing hardships at this time of economic fallout and uncertainty.
If you have not done so already you may wish to consider the possibility of a
global grant for micro loans to help micro businesses get back on their feet, or
one to help jumpstart a particular industry providing that the community needs
assessment justifies such projects.
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Rotary clubs help fight the
COVID-19 pandemic
Members use ingenuity, flexibility to help people affected by coronavirus and to
stay connected
As the COVID-19 pandemic spreads uncertainty and hardship around the world,
Rotary members and participants are innovating, caring for those affected, and
showing that even at a distance, there are ways to help.
As people of action, Rotary members are engaged in their communities —
gathering for projects and offering help to those in need. But in many areas, life
is changing drastically. Health experts are urging people to maintain distance
from others or even isolate themselves in order to slow the spread of the highly
contagious virus.
Fighting disease is one of Rotary’s main causes, so members already support
efforts to promote proper hand washing techniques, teach people other ways
to stay healthy, and supply training and vital medical equipment to health
care providers. Now they’re helping health authorities communicate lifesaving
information about COVID-19 and donating protective gear and other supplies to
clinics and hospitals that are under strain because of the pandemic.
These are just some of the ways that members are supporting their
communities right now:
• In Italy, one of the countries that has been affected most, clubs in District 2080
are raising funds to purchase ventilators and protective gear for overstretched
hospitals. And when the worst of the outbreak was raging in China, the district’s
clubs raised more than $21,000 for protective masks to prevent spread of the
disease there.
• Clubs in District 2041, also in Italy, raised funds online to buy protective gear for
health workers who will care for COVID-19 patients at a 400-bed hospital being
built at Milan’s fairgrounds.
• In Hong Kong, Rotary clubs have raised funds, packed medical supplies, and
visited public housing to distribute masks and sanitizers.
• Rotary clubs in Sri Lanka installed thermometers in airport bathrooms and
produced posters to raise awareness about the coronavirus for schools across
the country.
• The Rotary Club of Karachi Darakhshan, Sind, Pakistan, distributed thousands of
masks to people in Karachi.
• Clubs in District 3700 (Korea) have donated $155,000 to the Red Cross.
• Rotary clubs in Nigeria’s Akwa Ibom state conducted a campaign to raise
awareness about the threat of the virus. Members shared information about
the illness and how to keep safe at two schools and distributed materials about
using good hygiene to stay healthy.
• The Rotary club of Metro Bethesda, Maryland, USA, is contacting neighbors
who live alone and are quarantined. Volunteers are asked to contact at least
five of those people each week to ask how they are and if they need anything.
Members are also leaving flowers on their doorsteps.
cont’d on page 12
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RCSA Activities Highlight: Throwback to RCSA & JN Membership Mixer
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Rotary clubs help fight the
COVID-19 pandemic cont’d.
Using technology to address the crisis
• Although clubs and districts are canceling or postponing their in-person
meetings and events, they are still finding ways to keep up their fellowship,
reimagine their service efforts and respond to the pandemic:
• The Rotary E-Club of Fenice del Tronto invited the public to its 11 March
online meeting to raise awareness about the coronavirus. A virologist spoke
about the virus, how it spreads, and how to keep safe.
• The Rotary Club of Singapore hosted a webinar in which an epidemiologist
and an infectious disease expert addressed questions and concerns about the
coronavirus and the pandemic.
• The Rotary Club of East Jefferson County, Washington, USA, used
crowdsourcing to create an online listing of area grocery stores, pharmacies,
and restaurants that offer home delivery.
• Rotary members in Hereford, England, created a Facebook group for Rotary
members and others to use to link people who need support with people or
organizations that can help. More than 6,900 people have joined the group
since it was started 14 March.
• Two days before its annual fundraiser, the Rotary Club of SchaumburgHoffman Estates, Illinois, USA, moved the event to Facebook. It auctioned
more than 100 items and raised more than $100,000, about the same
amount as in previous years. Food set to feed 350 people at the event was
delivered to those in need.
• The Rotary E-Club of Silicon Valley, California, USA, held an online meeting
for members of other clubs to share advice on using digital tools to remain
connected. The club recorded the meeting so members could watch it later
and share it with others.
• Rotary clubs in Zone 34 (Georgia and Florida, USA, and the Caribbean)
created a guide to help members stay connected online. The Rotary E-Club of
the Caribbean 7020 is helping clubs in the zone arrange online meetings.
Source: Rotary Voices

protecting mothers and children
Rotary International President

I spend a lot of time thinking of family, not just my own or the extended family of Rotary, but also the families we are helping in the communities we serve.
In many parts of the world, mothers and children face challenges to survive that
most of us will never comprehend. According to the World Health Organization,
the risk of a woman in a low-income country dying during pregnancy or childbirth, or from related causes, is about 120 times higher than that of a woman
living in a high-income country. It is encouraging that infant mortality rates are
declining globally, yet 4 million babies annually still die within the first year of
life.
In April, Rotary turns its attention to maternal and child health. And when we
think of what we can do to help, we can look to clubs like the Rotaract Club of
Calabar South-CB, Nigeria, for inspiration. It teamed up with the Rotaract Club
of Canaan City (CB) in a program focused on educating mothers on best practices to prevent infant mortality and promote postnatal health for themselves and
their babies. In Bangladesh, the Rotary Club of Dhaka North provides free surgeries and medicine to pregnant women who cannot afford the hospital costs
associated with giving birth. I encourage you and your club to go to ideas.rotary.
org to find projects like these that are helping to save mothers and children.
We also have witnessed how millions of people — families and entire
communities — have been ripped away from their homes because of conflict,
poverty, and disasters during the past decade. But Rotary has not stood idly by
during the global refugee crisis.
During Rotary Day at the United Nations last November, we honored a Rotary
Peace Fellow and five Rotarians who are taking action to help refugee communities. Among them was Ilge Karancak-Splane of the Rotary Club of Monterey
Cannery Row, California. After visiting several tent camps in Turkey, she led a
Rotary project that collected 1,000 pairs of children's shoes and socks for families in the camps and, later, led a global grant project to help educate refugee
children. In March, Gay and I had the privilege of visiting a tent camp in Torbalı
and seeing firsthand the good work that Rotarians from Turkey and California
were accomplishing with Syrian refugees.
The challenges faced by mothers, their children, and refugee communities
around the world are daunting. But when we remember our greatest strength
— how Rotary Connects the World — we can begin to find solutions. Through
our creativity, our resources, our dedication, and our networks, Rotary can and
will open opportunities to face these challenges.
Mark Maloney,
Rotary International President, 2019-20

RCSA UPCOMING EVENTS

Connect With the (Online) Rotary World Webinar – April 28th
NO UPCOMING EVENTS....
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MOTIVATIONAL QUOTE 

“Nobody wants to plant the corn”
By Webster Edwards
We have to sow before we can reasonably expect to reap.
That’s one of the fundamental principles of life. And we
should never ever expect to reap where we have not sown.
The Reggae singer Anthony B puts it in incisive graphic terms
in his lyrics.
“Nobody wants to plant the corn,
Everyone wants to raid the barn.”
But there is an even more profound meaning, as we cannot
escape the consequences of whatever is sown.
Yes, life can be beautiful, but this creation of beauty is firmly
rooted within our hands.
And as it is in our personal lives, so it is in the building of a
nation. The future is determined by a people’s ingenuity,
hard word and passion.

Copyright ©2018 Webster Edwards. All Rights Reserved. Private distribution with
acknowledgement is permitted Please visit our website at; friendshipjamaica.org

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT

The following Code of Conduct has been adopted for use by Rotarians all over the World. This is based on “The Four-Way Test”.
As a Rotarian, I will:
1. Act with integrity and high ethical standards in my personal
and professional life.
2. Deal fairly with others and treat them and their occupations with respect.
3. Use my professional skills to mentor young people, help
those with special needs and improve people’s quality of
life in the world.
4. Avoid behavior that reflects adversely on Rotary and other
Rotarians.
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