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Follow us 

….Congrats to all!

Today’s MeeTing april 21, 2020

Welcome:  We extend a warm welcome to all visiting Rotarians 
and Guests. 

Theme of the month:   Maternal and Child Health Month

Today’s Agenda:   “Building housing solutions for the nation”

Panel:  Mr. Gary Howell, Managing Director, Housing Agency of Jamaica

APPY

Birthday
&

Anniversary

Birthdays:   The following persons will celebrate 
their birthdays and anniversaries during the week:- 
April 21, 2020 – April 27, 2020

Members’ Birthdays:  Rtn. Sonia – April 22nd   

Spouses’ Birthdays:  PAG Webster’s wife Valerie – April 27th

Anniversaries:       There are no anniversaries this week
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Joint Statement from  
KiwaniS international,  

lionS ClubS international, 
optimiSt international, and 

rotary international
Woven through the fabric of virtually every community on earth, service clubs 
of Kiwanis International, Lions Clubs International, Optimist International, and 
Rotary International are working safely and diligently to maintain connections 
with each other and our neighbors so that we can cope with and overcome the 
effects of COVID-19. We are leveraging the strength of our combined networks 
of 3.2 million members to provide comfort and hope to those feeling the effects 
of isolation and fear. And we are focusing our collective skills, resources and 
ideas to support frontline health workers and first responders as they battle this 
disease and save lives. 

In these times of uncertainty, your local service clubs remain committed to 
meeting the challenge of finding innovative ways to take action together to help 
communities around the globe heal and thrive – and become more united than 
ever.

“The global effort against COVID-19 depends on actions taken in every 
country. As people of action, this is our time to connect with each other to 
offer immediate help to people in need.” – Mark Daniel Maloney, Rotary 
International President, 2019-2020. 

“The scale and magnitude of this global pandemic requires our world’s citizenry 
to heed the advice and cautions of the experts.  The work and plans of our 
collective members and volunteers must not cease!   Our immediate response 
after the crisis will be necessary to support local Governments respond to the 
many social and economic challenges that will ensue in its aftermath.” – Adrian 
Elcock, Optimist International President, 2019-2020.

“Great challenges test us, but they also bring us together. Lions are finding new 
ways to safely serve. Our Lions Clubs International Foundation has granted over 
one million dollars to help communities facing extreme rates of COVID-19, and 
additional grant requests are being received daily.  Our communities depend 
on service clubs, and we will be there, supporting and strengthening them 
just as we always have together.” – Dr. Jung-Yul Choi, Lions Clubs International 
President, 2019-2020.

“During these difficult times, we’re seeing everyday heroism across the 
globe. I encourage us all to recognize the health and safety professionals who 
are putting their own health at risk for the greater good. To the educators, 
grocery workers, delivery drivers and the countless professionals who can’t 
stay home, the Kiwanis family thanks you. We all play an important role in 
keeping our friends and neighbors safe. Please follow the advice of the World 
Health Organization, your local health agencies and the instructions given by 
your Government. Please, stay safe.” – Daniel Vigneron, Kiwanis International 
President, 2019-2020.

3 prinCipleS we uSe to beat the 
pandemiC 

By Joe Otin, Governor of Rotary District 9212

If ever in our lifetime there was a defining moment of earth-shattering 
proportions – this is it. The generation before us lived through World War II 
which universally altered the course of our destiny. From time immemorial 
our predecessors have faced seismic economic collapses, devastating armed 
conflict, climatic catastrophes, and other traumatic incidences that have led to 
desperation, death and destruction.

These developments in turn have forced us to remodel personal behavior, 
restructure established institutions, and generally change our way of life.

The attack on humanity by the coronavirus is monumental. From the initial 
outbreak in China to today, the world has been jolted into action because the 
initial strides taken by governments to stop the spread of COVID-19 across the 
globe fell short, as the statistics have come to show. Here in East Africa, our 
governments took unprecedented action, closing borders, grounding national 
carriers, and suspending public meetings with the intention to halt its advance.

What distinguishes defining moments in our history is not the nature of the 
crisis, but rather the quality of the decisions that we make. In the wake of the 
drastic measures taken by our political leaders to address the outbreak we, as 
Rotary, have had our own decisions to make. These decisions are guided by three 
simple principles.

The first one is that individual action has the greatest bearing on the disease, 
and this includes personal hygiene, social distancing, and other guidelines 
outlined by the World Health Organization. We must all take  individual 
responsibility to stop the spread of coronavirus.

The second is to support the government in its initiatives to flatten the 
curve as indeed it is the concerted effort by the private sector, public institutions, 
development organizations, and society as a whole that will stop this threat.

Thirdly, it is in sharing messages of hope and reminding people that together 
we will prevail, and that the disruption in our lives is not only momentary but it is 
also a crucial part of continuity.

From a global perspective, Rotary International’s Board of Directors has 
cancelled the international convention scheduled in June as the conditions amid 

cont’d on page 12



10 11

rCSa activities highlight:  throwback to wheelchair distribution in September 2019
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3 prinCipleS we uSe to beat the 
pandemiC Cnt’d.

rCSa upCominG eVentS
Connect with the (online) rotary world webinar – april 28th

NO UPCOMING EVENTS....

let e-ClubS help you Get online

By Diana White, club treasurer and past governor of Rotary District 7020

During the early days of the coronavirus outbreak, club president Brent Leer-
dam and members of the E-Club of the Caribbean, provided immediate support 
to the family of Rotary clubs across our district. The club offered to setup meet-
ing times for other clubs using the club’s Zoom account until these clubs could 
make online arrangements for themselves. The goal was to make sure clubs 
lost no time maintaining their routine of weekly fellowship meeting. A second 
goal was to empower clubs to immediately create action plans to support their 
community, all within a safe online environment.

Encouraged by District 7020’s Governor, Delma Maduro, the e-club produced a 
short video explaining the advantages of meeting online during the Coronavirus 
outbreak. The video was followed up by an invitation to all clubs in the district 
to attend a virtual meeting that explained the key components of holding inter-
esting and successful meetings online. The e-club continues to offer support, 
advice, and guidance, and has extended a district-wide invitation to online 
guest speaker events.

The E-Club of the Caribbean has been using Zoom for the past 7 years and has 
considerable experience with the platform. With the generous 20 percent dis-
count offered to Rotary by Zoom, this online meeting platform is proving to be a 
lifeline for many.

Many districts around the world have an e-club. Reach out to these clubs for 
help getting online quickly. They already have practice and experience mas-
tering these tools. Groups of clubs can share an online account, and assistant 
governors can help connect clubs to each other and get them online fast.

People of Action take the lead during times of change. We are leading the way 
by being leaders in our communities. Let your e-club show you the way as we 
find new and innovative ways to connect the world and open opportunities.

the crisis are not projected to be favorable for hosting an event of this magnitude. 
This is the first time in history that the annual convention has been canceled 
altogether, and even through the World Wars the convention was convened, 
albeit smaller in scale. The Board has also decided to focus attention and assign 
resources to fight the pandemic. Funds from the reserves have been allocated to 
aid the disaster response initiatives across the world, and The Rotary Foundations 
has embarked on fundraising activities specific to this area.

In District 9212, we have canceled our district conference and instructed all 
Rotarians to suspend physical meetings. Without missing a beat, they have 
adopted wholeheartedly to virtual meetings on popular video conferencing 
platforms. The executive committee has set up a response team to support 
national administrations in Kenya, Ethiopia, and South Sudan, and past 
governor Dr. Geeta Manek has raised more than $20,000 in Kenya and Ethiopia.

The embodiment of Rotary clubs and their ultimate purpose is to embrace 
and support communities in need, and thus the world needs Rotary more now 
than ever before. Never in our lifetime has humanity been better equipped to 
crush a threat to our wellbeing of these dimensions. We have the technology to 
track it, the science to beat it, the media to coordinate our united action, and 
the heart to fight back.

It is through our determination and commitment that we give hope and 
healing to the world.
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motiVational Quote 

“Life is not for the faint hearted”
By Webster Edwards

We have all sometimes felt frustrated and as if we would just give up on life.

When the difficulties emerge and we can find no credible answer to the 
myriad and perplexing problems of our times, who has never wondered 
whether we should not just simply call it a day ?

But living is not for the faint hearted, as life was never meant to be easy. It 
involves struggles, disappointments and frustrations. Pain is as essential to 
existence as experiences that are pleasurable. In fact pain can be regarded 
as the precursor to happiness as any mother who has given birth can readily 
attest.

And life is a constant interplay between joy and sorrow, tears and laughter, 
progress and failure. When all is going well, be forewarned that the 
downside will certainly follow as the night the day.

To succeed we must ensure a state of equilibrium, where we are literally 
caught up in a balancing act between “what is” and “what is yet to be.”

Always approach life therefore with it’s multidimensional experiences, 
making the best of “what is”, always remembering when problems emerge, 
and in the words of the Psalmist that “weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy comes in the morning.”

Copyright ©2018 Webster Edwards. All Rights Reserved. Private distribution with 
acknowledgement is permitted Please visit our website at; friendshipjamaica.org

rotarian Code of ConduCt
The following Code of Conduct has been adopted for use by Rotar-
ians all over the World.  This is based on “The Four-Way Test”.

As a Rotarian, I will:
1. Act with integrity and high ethical standards in my personal 

and professional life.
2. Deal fairly with others and treat them and their occupa-

tions with respect.
3. Use my professional skills to mentor young people, help 

those with special needs and improve people’s quality of 
life in the world.

4. Avoid behavior that reflects adversely on Rotary and other 
Rotarians.
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