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Today’s Meeting April 28, 2020

Welcome: W
 e extend a warm welcome to all visiting Rotarians
and Guests.
Theme of the month: Maternal and Child Health Month
Today’s Agenda: “Conflict of identity”
Guest Speaker: Dr. Glenville Ashby,
		
Award Winning Author, Gleaner Columnist & Lecturer

APPY

Birthday
&
Anniversary

Birthdays:   The following persons will celebrate
their birthdays and anniversaries during the week:-

April 28, 2020 – May 04, 2020

Members’ Birthdays: There are no members’ birthday this week
Spouses’ Birthdays: There are no spouses birthday this week
Anniversaries:

There are no anniversaries this week

….Congrats to all!
Follow us
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RI President Mark Maliney April
2020 Message

7 reasons young people should
join Rotary
By Ryan Bell, Iowa City District 6000 Public Image Co-Chair

I spend a lot of time thinking of family, not
just my own or the extended family of Rotary,
but also the families we are helping in the
communities we serve. In many parts of the
world, mothers and children face challenges to
survive that most of us will never comprehend.
According to the World Health Organization,
the risk of a woman in a low-income country
dying during pregnancy or childbirth, or from
related causes, is about 120 times higher
than that of a woman living in a high-income
country. It is encouraging that infant mortality
rates are declining globally, yet 4 million babies
annually still die within the first year of life.
In April, Rotary turns its attention to maternal and child health. And when we
think of what we can do to help, we can look to clubs like the Rotaract Club
of Calabar South-CB, Nigeria, for inspiration. It teamed up with the Rotaract
Club of Canaan City (CB) in a program focused on educating mothers on
best practices to prevent infant mortality and promote postnatal health for
themselves and their babies. In Bangladesh, the Rotary Club of Dhaka North
provides free surgeries and medicine to pregnant women who cannot afford
the hospital costs associated with giving birth. I encourage you and your club
to go to ideas.rotary.org to find projects like these that are helping to save
mothers and children.
We also have witnessed how millions of people — families and entire
communities — have been ripped away from their homes because of conflict,
poverty, and disasters during the past decade. But Rotary has not stood idly by
during the global refugee crisis.
During Rotary Day at the United Nations last November, we honored a
Rotary Peace Fellow and five Rotarians who are taking action to help refugee
communities. Among them was Ilge Karancak-Splane of the Rotary Club of
Monterey Cannery Row, California. After visiting several tent camps in Turkey,
she led a Rotary project that collected 1,000 pairs of children’s shoes and socks
for families in the camps and, later, led a global grant project to help educate
refugee children. In March, Gay and I had the privilege of visiting a tent camp
in Torbalı and seeing firsthand the good work that Rotarians from Turkey and
California were accomplishing with Syrian refugees.
The challenges faced by mothers, their children, and refugee communities
around the world are daunting. But when we remember our greatest strength
— how Rotary Connects the World — we can begin to find solutions. Through
our creativity, our resources, our dedication, and our networks, Rotary can and
will open opportunities to face these challenges. n
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I have a message for all you young people out there who may never have
heard about Rotary. Or if you have, it was from a parent or grandparent who spent
more time talking about the lunch menu or how great the salad bar is. If that’s
all you’ve heard about Rotary, then you’re missing a lot. And let me tell you why,
in the middle of this pandemic, Rotary is more relevant than ever. It’s definitely
something you want to know about.
Rotary is kind of a big deal. With over 1.2 million members worldwide,
it’s the biggest service organization on the planet. If you’re a fan of the planet,
that’s just what Rotary wants to preserve. Our members are working on helping
save mothers and children, supporting basic education for children, and fighting
diseases. Many of those members are now using their connections and resources
to help combat COVID-19.
Rotary has no religious or national affiliation. We don’t care what you believe
or who you voted for. The way Rotary sees it, the most important thing is that we
come together to accomplish some much-needed tasks for a group we like to call
humanity.
Rotary efforts have already helped eradicate 99.9 percent of global cases of
polio. If you’ve never heard of polio, you can thank a Rotarian for that. Armed
with a massive investment and partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, Rotary has taken on the incredible task of ridding the world of this
crippling disease so no child need get it ever again.
In addition to these large-scale, international projects, Rotary clubs are always
working to improve their own communities. Just check out the list of activities
Rotarians are involved in to help their communities get through this pandemic.
I would never pressure you to do something that will improve your life in
every conceivable way. But let me tell you the benefits I’ve personally seen from
being involved in Rotary for seven years.
1.

You’ll make local connections. During the pandemic, Rotary clubs have been
staying connected through virtual meetings, which you can join conveniently
from the safety of your home. Even in these unusual times, Rotary is keeping
people connected. We all need that sense of connection. You will meet
wonderfully diverse people from many walks of life. For many of us, this
is the main appeal: local friends, local colleagues, clients and contacts. It’s
actually why a group of young professionals in Chicago started Rotary back
cont’d on page 12
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RCSA Activities Highlight: Throwback to AG visiting the Peace Garden
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3 principles we use to beat the
pandemic cnt’d.

Let e-clubs help you get online
By Diana White, club treasurer and past governor of Rotary District 7020

in 1905. When it comes to networking and advancing your business, Rotary
membership isn’t like the fickle, transactional networking and “referral”
groups you’ve likely been encouraged to join. It’s authentic and real.

During the early days of the coronavirus outbreak, club president Brent Leerdam and members of the E-Club of the Caribbean, provided immediate support
to the family of Rotary clubs across our district. The club offered to setup meeting times for other clubs using the club’s Zoom account until these clubs could
make online arrangements for themselves. The goal was to make sure clubs
lost no time maintaining their routine of weekly fellowship meeting. A second
goal was to empower clubs to immediately create action plans to support their
community, all within a safe online environment.

2.

You’ll make a global impact. Bill and Melinda Gates saw the efficiency and
effectiveness of Rotary, and have partnered with us to commit $450 million
to eradicate polio. Once we crush polio, we’ll move on to other important
challenges facing our world.

3.

You’ll see your work pay off locally. Sure, the whole “saving the world” thing
is cool, but if you’re wanting to make a difference a little closer to home,
don’t worry, Rotary does that. We are leaders in our communities. We are a
funding source (through a grant program), a volunteer source (because we’re
awesome like that) and we even come up with our own initiatives, like in
2018 when we planted over 1.2 million trees.

4.

You can inspire the next generation. We have amazing youth programs that
involve students in service and leadership. Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
weekends fuel and shape the potential for greatness that’s already inside
these students. They get fired up about making the world a more peaceful,
loving place — and have the contacts, plans, and direction to make it happen.
n

Encouraged by District 7020’s Governor, Delma Maduro, the e-club produced a
short video explaining the advantages of meeting online during the Coronavirus
outbreak. The video was followed up by an invitation to all clubs in the district
to attend a virtual meeting that explained the key components of holding interesting and successful meetings online. The e-club continues to offer support,
advice, and guidance, and has extended a district-wide invitation to online
guest speaker events.
The E-Club of the Caribbean has been using Zoom for the past 7 years and has
considerable experience with the platform. With the generous 20 percent discount offered to Rotary by Zoom, this online meeting platform is proving to be a
lifeline for many.
Many districts around the world have an e-club. Reach out to these clubs for
help getting online quickly. They already have practice and experience mastering these tools. Groups of clubs can share an online account, and assistant
governors can help connect clubs to each other and get them online fast.
People of Action take the lead during times of change. We are leading the way
by being leaders in our communities. Let your e-club show you the way as we
find new and innovative ways to connect the world and open opportunities.
n

RCSA UPCOMING EVENTS

Connect With the (Online) Rotary World Webinar – April 28th
NO UPCOMING RCSA EVENTS....
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MOTIVATIONAL QUOTE 

“Take time to smell the roses”
By Webster Edwards
Take time to smell the roses, to hear the birds singing in the trees, to listen
to new songs and enjoy the world in which you have been placed.
It is so easy for us to become caught up in our every day routine that we find
little time to appreciate the wonders of this world.
See the beauty of the emerging rainbow, listen to the raindrops falling softly
on the pebbles, see the morning sunshine rising majestically from the east,
and appreciate the wonders of each new day.
Rejoice that despite all the difficulties and deficiency life goes on in all it’s
fullness, and we have not been excluded from it’s bounty despite our own
imperfections.
Within this context, try relentlessly to minimize the occasions of conflict as
it is injurious to your health. Walk away from an explosive situation if an
amicable solution cannot be reached.
Life is too precious to waste one minute. Rejoice and give thanks for this
wonderful world in which we live.
Copyright ©2018 Webster Edwards. All Rights Reserved. Private distribution with
acknowledgement is permitted Please visit our website at; friendshipjamaica.org

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT

The following Code of Conduct has been adopted for use by Rotarians all over the World. This is based on “The Four-Way Test”.
As a Rotarian, I will:
1. Act with integrity and high ethical standards in my personal
and professional life.
2. Deal fairly with others and treat them and their occupations with respect.
3. Use my professional skills to mentor young people, help
those with special needs and improve people’s quality of
life in the world.
4. Avoid behavior that reflects adversely on Rotary and other
Rotarians.
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