

Tommy Duties, Responsibilities and Selection Process  
Preparation for Election:  

Reigning Tommy Responsibilities: 

1. Update Email List - The reigning Tommy will add his/her name to the Tommy Committee, a.k.a. "Tom-clave" (club members who are previous Tommy recipients), list in the Email Message Center of the Flushing Rotary Club Runner website.  Tommy Committee list is used to notify Tom-clave members of upcoming meetings and to survey potential candidates.  Former Tommy recipients who are no longer club members may participate if interested and available.

2. Survey Tom-clave to Identify Candidates - The reigning Tommy will survey (via email, phone, or personal discussion) the Tom-clave members to identify qualified Tommy candidates.
3. Tabulate votes - The reigning Tommy will tabulate votes from the Tom-clave members to identify the Tommy recipient.  Ties or closely ranking candidates will be brought to the first Tom-clave meeting for a vote.  The majority of votes from Tom-clave members present at the meeting will decide the recipient.

4. Convene the Tom-clave - Each year the reigning Tommy recipient will convene the Tommy Committee to elect a new Tommy recipient. Former Tommy recipients who are no longer club members may participate if interested and available.
Qualified candidates: Club members who meet the "TIGER" criteria - Totally Involved and Generating Enthusiasm for Rotary (active in club, involved in community, making a difference) may be considered for the Tommy award.
Tom-clave Responsibilities: The Tom-clave will convene between the 2nd week of February and the Thursday before the eve of St. Patrick's Day to:

1. Elect a new Tommy recipient!
2. Determine an "appropriate" manner to present the Tommy Award

3. Determine a method to insure the Tommy recipient's attendance at the meeting.
Tommy Award Presentation: Each year on the Tuesday before the eve of St. Patrick's Day, the Tom-clave will present the Tommy Award and pass on the "precious gems" to the newly elected Tommy.
Tommy Recipient Obligations:
1. Tommy is a prestigious award (much like Paul Harris), and thus the recipient is obliged to show appreciation for the award and to wear the "precious gems" to all significant club events, Pass the Gavel, etc. and periodically throughout the year.  
2. The Tommy recipient will protect the "precious gems" and store them in a secure place when not wearing them.  

3. The Tommy recipient is responsible for bringing the "precious gems" to the next Tommy presentation to bestow on the new recipient.
4. If for any reason the reigning Tommy is unable to complete his/her year, the "Precious Gems" will be given to the previous Tommy recipient for safe keeping until the next presentation.  

Tommy Award History
Back in early 1995 when the Flushing Rotary Club was young and did not have resources to recognize stellar members with a Paul Harris award, the club decided to create its own recognition program.  Gerald Knight (an Irishman) felt that the tireless efforts of charter member, Thomas J. McNally II (another Irishman), should be recognized.  Jerry recommended the award be presented on the Thursday before the Eve of St. Patrick’s Day, a fitting time to recognize a fellow Irishman.  Jerry provided emerald, green beads “precious gems” to award to the Tommy recipient, and these were passed from Tommy to Tommy.  Jerry made the first presentation to Tom McNally at a club meeting.  Subsequently previous Tommy winners selected a new recipient, who was active in the club and community, and who exemplified the principles of Rotary (later dubbed a “TIGER” – Totally Involved in Generating Enthusiasm for Rotary).  

After Rick & Kathy Merrill were honored with the precious gems, Jerry Knight asked them to plan the selection process & presentation program.   Albeit a challenge, each year the past Tommy recipients have come up with creative & entertaining programs to award the next Tommy.

Recipients

	1995
	Thomas J. McNally
	

	1996
	Hank Thoma
	

	1997
	Dana Douglas
	

	1998
	Rick Merrill
	

	1999
	Kathy Merrill
	

	2000
	John Cote
	10th Anniversary Celebration

	2001
	Mary Richards
	Stolen Gems Recovered

	2002
	Mark Calvert
	Puzzle

	2003
	Tim Purman
	Baby Picture Show

	2004
	Ginny Myers
	Fight Song Sing Along

	2005
	Cecil Hahn
	Balloon Clues

	2006
	Denise Dach 
	Rotary Jeopardy

	2007
	Chuck McKone
	Rotary Facts

	2008
	Greg Yassick
	Howie Mandel Show with cases

	2009
	Sam Harris
	Security Program

	2010
	Mike Wallace
	Vision Clues

	2011
	Pat O’Callaghan
	Wheel of Fortune

	2012
	Lisa Demankowski
	

	2013
	Eric Gasper
	Sports Radio Talk Show

	2014
	Dave Hendry
	Bank Collateral for loan

	2015
	Dave Bennett
	SNL Weekday Update news

	2016
	Darwin Scherba
	Presidential Mock Debate

	2017
	Matt Catlin
	Presidential Press Conference

	2018
	George Kozan
	2022 Winter Olympic Proposal

	2019
	Marty Barta
	The Tommy’s

	2020
	Gary Whitmire
	Sent to the Principal’s Office

	2021
	Tim Glavin
	Virtual Presentation

	2022
	Andy Schmidt
	Virtual Presentation

	2023
	Dr. Duane Allyn
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


