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Our members are driven to bring communities together to  create lasting change. Connecting to 
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I am delighted to congratulate the Rotary Club of Road Town on your 30 years of service to the 
Virgin Islands community. Rotary has been a beacon of hope for millions around the globe and has 
impressively led notable causes such as the eradication of polio initiative and regional and global 
disaster response. 

I am aware that the Virgin Islands’ community has benefitted greatly from your club’s service over 
the past 30 years. Your collective unwavering commitment has helped the people of the Virgin 
Islands to recover and rebuild most notably following hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017 in the face 
of many challenges. 

Your recent contributions of books to the rehabilitation programme at Her Majesty’s Prison; 
similarly, a chair to the dialysis unit at the Dr. D Orlando Smith Hospital and a donation of several 
laptops to the Anegada community are testament to the tenacity and fortitude of your club despite 
the ongoing pandemic and protracted recovery efforts. 

I congratulate and commend the Rotary Club of Road Town and the Rotary family of the BVI for your 
continued support and contributions to the people of the Virgin Islands. 

Happy 30th Anniversary. 

John J. Rankin CMG 
His Excellency the Governor of the Virgin Islands

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
P. O. Box 702
Road Road Town, Tortola
British Virgin Islands

Telephone: (284) 468-3501/12
Facsimile: (284) 494-5790



IIt is my honour and distinct pleasure to congratulate you, the Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Road Town, on 
the occasion of your 30th Anniversary milestone.

In the pages of your history in these Virgin Islands, it is noteworthy that shortly after your club was founded 
you became the first to induct women into your organisation. Thus, embracing them as Rotarians and true 
equals. This was quite a feat, especially at a time when Service Clubs were mainly male-dominated. More 
importantly, women were able to break the glass ceiling and rise through the ranks as they encouraged other 
women, including their own daughters, to become members as they branched out into other areas of Rotary.

Over the years, I have observed the many initiatives and contributions you have made in developing the Virgin 
Islands. I am pleased to have read about all the work you have done internationally. Thus, your motto “Service 
above self” has been realized in the projects you have undertaken over the years.

With pride, I have also observed the many achievements of your club since its inception in January 1991. 
During your Rotary year 2012-2013, Mr. Vance Lewis became the first Virgin Islander to serve as Rotary 
District Governor, during which time the club achieved its first District Governor Gold Award. The many 
additional awards and accolades earned over the years are too numerous to mention but they speak to your 
legacy and commitment as a Service Club.

The Rotary Club of Road Town has also become synonymous with the Kiddie’s Fiesta, a fun time of events for 
children as part of the annual Emancipation Celebration.

I applaud your successes, hard work, tenacity, and continuous commitment to excellence. Again, 
congratulations as you celebrate this significant milestone. With BVILOVE, continue to give service above self.

Andrew A. Fahie
Premier and Minister of Finance.





Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million 
neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-
solvers who see a world where people 
unite and take action to create lasting 
change – across the globe, in our 
communities, and in ourselves.

 Solving real problems takes real 
commitment and vision. For more than 110 
years, Rotary’s people of action have used 
their passion, energy, and intelligence to 
take action on sustainable projects. From 
literacy and peace to water and health, we 
are always working to better our world, and 
we stay committed to the end.

Learn more about our structure and our 
foundation and our strategic vision. 
Rotary members believe that we have a 
shared responsibility to take action on our 
world’s most persistent issues. Our 35,000+ 
clubs work together to:

•	 Promote peace
•	 Fight disease
•	 Provide clean water, sanitation, and hygiene
•	 Save mothers and children
•	 Support education
•	 Grow local economies

Who We Are

We provide service to others, 
promote integrity, and advance world 
understanding, goodwill, and peace 
through our fellowship of business, 
professional, and community leaders. 

What we do 

Our mission 

Vision 
Statement
Together, we see a world where 
people unite and take action to create 
lasting change — across the globe, in 
our communities, and in ourselves.



Thriving communities start with healthy people. That’s why Rotary clubs organize health 
screenings, host blood drives, and connect neighbors to medical resources. Working together 

to save lives — that’s what people of action do. Learn more at rotary.org /action.



My wife, Rochelle, and I are excited to commend you on this your 30th Anniversary. The attainment 
is no small feat and we celebrate with you on this significant milestone. This Club has positively 
impacted communities both locally and abroad with its service projects and financial giving. The fact 
that you have made it thus far is confirmation that you are dedicated to community development 
and you are seeking to uplift the spirts and situation of the downtrodden.

Let me recognize the leaders over the many years who sought to implement the strategic ideas, 
borne from the hearts of its members. The effective executions required the involvement of your 
members and I am satisfied that over the years you have extended participation to the family of 
Rotary and other members of the community.

And to the succession of leadership that follows; your responsibility will be to improve upon the 
accomplishments of the past 30 years and to enhance its impact through innovation, diversity, 
and partnership. Regard and respect the rich history of the club and forage forth to create other 
memorable and notable enhancements.

As your District Governor, I will collaborate and support you to ensure that you meaningfully 
institute necessary changes to help in your pursuits. Once again, we extend congratulations to you 
on this special moment.

Yours in Rotary Service
Charles Sealy II
District Governor 2020 - 2021

The District Governor
A Message From



Skelton Group is extremely proud 
to congratulate the

Rotary Club of Road Town
in achieving their

“We wish the Club more years of giving 

Service Above Self
and positively impacting lives.”
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Dear President Gwen and all members of the Rotary Club of Road Town, 

It gives me great pleasure and honour to congratulate the Rotary Club of Road Town on your 30th Anniversary.  
What started out as a cry for inclusion put forth by 25 business leaders in the BVI, has grown into one of the 
strongest clubs in the District and in the Rotary world.   

Over the past 30 years, a lot has changed in the world and this Territory.  Very little has happened without the 
involvement of men AND women of the Rotary Club of Road Town who put service above themselves.  We 
have changed lives, taken success to significance and opened opportunities for persons in our community.  I 
congratulate you for setting the trend in so many ways, including the most important feat – the first Rotary 
club in the BVI to accept women as members.  You have shown your dedication toward supporting the Rotary 
Foundation, a passion for developing our youth through the starting of EarlyAct, Interact and Rotaract Clubs, 
and caring for the health in our community with the annual health expos.   

I am immensely proud of all you have achieved and excited for what tomorrow holds.  You have a solid 
foundation and a vibrant future; and if the past 30 years is an indication of the next 30 years, the BVI will 
continue grow and strive for success through the hard work of the members of the Rotary Club of Road Town.  
 
May God continue to bless the Rotary Club of Road Town! 

Sincerely, 
Ryan Geluk  
Assistant Governor 2020-2021 - BVI

The Assistant District 
Governor

A Message From





In 1990 a group of enthusiastic open-mind-
ed gentlemen held their first meeting at the 
Sir Olva Georges Plaza with a view to char-
tering a second rotary club in the British 
Virgin Islands.   While they could easily have 
followed the path already established by 
the Rotary Club of Tortola (RCT), they had a 
vision of a new club which would not only 
focus on the Rotary ideal of “Service above 
Self” but much to their credit, they envi-
sioned a club which would also embrace 
the tenets of “diversity and inclusion” – a 
phrase which would not become popular 
until decades after the club now known as 
the Rotary Club of Road Town was char-
tered. 

For over six months the men met as a Provi-
sional Rotary Club under the watchful guid-
ance of a steering committee made up of 
the District Governor’s Special Representative – Rotarian (Rtn) Keith Matthew, the then President Elect 
of the RCT - Keith Chippendale, Rtn David Raworth, Past President (P.P.) Albie Stewart, Rtn. Lloyd Black, 
P.P. Charles Wheatley, P.P. Audley Maduro and P.P. Arnando Scatliffe. Additional support was provided 
by P.P. Mike Riegels, Rtn. Bill Bullimore, and Rtn. Liston Molyneaux all of the Rotary Club of Tortola.  

Then on 7 January 1991, Sanseric Powell of St Croix, US Virgin Islands, who served as District Governor 
of District 7020 on that date, formally chartered the “Rotary Club of Tortola II”. 

The First
		  30 Years

The Rotary Club of Road Town:



Jim Scott  
Maurice Lettsome
Paul Webster  
Louis Potter   
Bryan Penn 
Hubert O’Neal  
Melvin Stoutt  
Ishmael Braithwaite 
John Lewis 
Gordon Hathorn 
William Bullimore 
Burns Conolly

Ronnie Skelton 
Colin O’Neal  
Dean Greenaway 
Elroy Turnbull  
Lowell Fahie  
Glenn Harrigan 
Rodney Herbert 
Richard Parsons 
Joseph Roberts 
Meade Malone 
Vernon Malone 
Alric Corea

Richard DeCastro 
McLloyd Walters 
Julian Skelton 
Kenneth Williams 
Kenneth Christopher 
Tim Peck  
Ephraim Penn 
Russel Harrigan 
Charles Benjamin 
Robert Govaerts 
Liston Molyneaux

Ronnie W Skelton would serve as the first President of the club, 
which was comprised of the following charter members: 



The members were keen to have a fully integrated club 
and took steps to welcome women as members at the first 
opportunity in 1992.  Margaret Penn and Francis David, who 
still serve as members today, together with Maltina Anthony-
Waldron, would become the first females admitted

to any Rotary Club in the British Virgin Islands, when they 
were inducted as proud members of Rotary Club of Tortola II 
by then President Colin O’Neal.  

After two (2) years of a distinguished and ground-breaking 
existence, the club requested and obtained permission from 
Rotary International to change its name and thus became 
the Rotary Club of Road Town in 1993. 

The club’s mission to fully embrace female members would 
result in Jeffrey Potter-Canton becoming the first female 
president of a BVI Rotary Club in 1997/98. 

Gwenyth Vanterpool serves as the current President, 
while Anthony Clarke will lead the club for the 2021/2022 
Rotary year, and Gavin Dooley is slated to take charge for 
2022/2023. 

Margaret Penn

Frances David

Maltina 
Anthony-Waldron

OTHER PAST PRESIDENTS 
OF THE CLUB INCLUDE:

1993/94 Paul Webster  

1994/95 John Lewis  

1995/96 Meade Malone 

1996/97 Vance Lewis  

1998/99 Richard Parsons  

1999/00 Tim Peck   

2000/01 Lance Hylton  

2001/02 Rodney Herbert  

2002/03 Elvis Harrigan  

2003/04 Janice Rymer  

2004/05 Nona Vanterpool  

2005/06 Louis Potter

2006/07 Richard de Castro 

2007/08 Roy Barry

2008/09 Stephanie Benn 

2009/10 Melvin Stoutt  

2010/11 Charles Benjamin  

2011/12 Yvonne Crabbe  

2012/13 Trefor Grant 

2013/14 Charles Crane  

2014/15 Shan Mohamed  

2015/16 Ryan Geluk  

2016/17 Nelcia St. Jean  

2017/18 Geraldeen Johnson 

2018/19 Vincent Wheatley  

2019/20 Lavina Liburd  



Celebrating 
30 years 

of helping the 
BVI community

One of the club’s earliest and most well-
known and enduring signature projects 
is the annual Kiddies Fiesta, which was 
first realised under the leadership of 
PP John Lewis.  This project would be 
one of many through which the club 
exemplified its focus on the youth and 
the family. Other family focused projects 
which were carried out for numerous 
years include the Easter Kite Flying 
Competition, the decoration of the Road 
Town Round-About at Christmas and the 
Rotary Health Exposition.   

The club has firmly embraced the aim of 
growing and strengthening the Rotary 
family and ingraining the principles 
of service in younger generations.  It 
sponsored the Interact Club of Road 
Town which was chartered in July 2002 
with 24 charter members.  Its first 
president was Diehdra Potter, who is 
now an active member of the Rotary 
Club of Road Town having twice served 
on its board.  In May 2015 it would go on 
to sponsor its second Interact Club when 
Cedar International School became the 
first school in the BVI to have a school 
based Interact Club.

The club has also sought to bring 
children ages 5 – 12 years into the Rotary 
family with the introduction of the 
EarlyAct program, first at the Enis Adams 
Primary School and subsequently at the 
Ebenezer Thomas Primary School.  
It also served as sponsor in 2009 of the 
Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town (RCS), 
and in 2014 co-sponsored the Rotaract 
Club of Virgin Gorda alongside RCS 
and RCT.  



 The members of the club have always 
been willing to roll up their sleeves and 
many of the club’s projects have been 
“hands on” beginning with the adoption 
of the Mount Healthy National Park 
which routinely sees members painting, 
planting and weeding, extending to the 
construction of a home for Alfred Cline in 
1999 and continuing in more recent times 
in the form of Project One BVI, being a day 
of Rotarians and friends doing charitable 
works in the BVI.  This was first promoted 
by PP Ryan Geluk and was resuscitated 
post-Hurricanes Irma and Maria by PP 
Lavina Liburd.  

The health and well-being of the BVI’s 
residents has also been a constant area 
of focus.  Not only did the club initiate 
an annual Health Expo to allow persons 
in the community to obtain free medical 
assistance and attention in relation to eye 
care, blood pressure, blood typing and 
glucose levels but it has also made various 
contributions during its Thirty (30) year 
existence to several wards of the Dr D 
Orlando Smith Hospital.  Most notable is 
the club’s donation, with the assistance of 
global grants from the Rotary Foundation, 
of two (2) dialysis machines to provide 
lifesaving support to persons with kidney 
disease.  This much needed donation was 
organised during the presidencies of PP 
Roy Barry, PP Stephanie Benn, PP Charles 
Benjamin and PP Yvonne Crabbe.  The 
club proudly continues to provide support 
to the Dialysis Unit and we have witnessed 
the benefits derived by the wider BVI 
population as well as by our own fellow 
Rotarians. 

Having received global grants from the Rotary 
Foundation, the club has also sought to enrich 
the lives of persons outside of the BVI and has 
been involved in a number of international 
projects including sponsoring the construction 
of several houses in Haiti for impoverished 
families as part of a collaborative effort with 
Rotary Club of Cumana in Venezuela.  It has 
also hosting various telethons with other 
members of the Rotary BVI family to assist 
those in Indonesia hard hit by the Tsunami 
in 2004, to assist Haiti after the major 
earthquake of 2010 as well as those persons 
in the Bahamas devastated by Hurricane 
Dorian in 2019.  The Club was also involved 
in rebuilding homes and replacing roofs right 
here in the BVI after Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria, with the assistance of several local 
contractors.  Members such as Past Assistant 
Governor (PAG) Elvis Harrigan, and Rotarians 
Joe Ryan and Ronan Kuczaj also played key 
roles in coordinating relief efforts in the 
forms of both supplies and shelter including 
coordinating with ShelterBox, a Rotary 
International partner organisation, and Team 
Rubicon, and facilitating their work within the 
BVI.  

With 46 members and counting, the Rotary 
Club of Road Town boasts members of 
numerous nationalities, an over 40-year age 
range, and remains committed to diversity 
and inclusion.  Today women make up 50% 
of our membership and the club continues to 
grow from strength to strength with its eyes 
ever seeking opportunities to help the youth 
and families of the beautiful BVI.



Formation of the Rotary Club of Tortola II 

1st Rotary Club in the BVI to accept women into this fellowship 

1st Kiddies’ Fiesta  

Renaming of the Club from the Rotary Club of Tortola II to the 
Rotary Club of Road Town 

1st Kite Flying Competition

1st Decoration of the Round-About in Road Town for Christmas 
Adopted the Adina Donovan Home for the elderly 

Adopted the Mount Healthy National Park 
 
Adopted the Enis Adams Primary School 

Built a home for Mr. Alfred Cline 

Started the Rotary Health Exposition  
Built several homes for the less fortunate people of Haiti 

Sponsored the Territorial Inter-School Spelling Bee Contest 

Sponsored the Interact Club of Road Town 

1st Christmas Village (30th November 2002)
 
Julian Skelton Scholarship Fund was established  
Sponsored the Math Bowl for 
the Bregado Flax Educational Centre – Secondary Division

Built the Centennial Park Pavilion at the Crafts Alive Village to 
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of Rotary International 1st 
Radio Telethon (Tsunami Relief Fund) 

First Group Study Exchange team comprising five (5) young 
BVIslanders visited Virginia in the United States of America   

Served as sponsor club of the Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town 
which was chartered on 29 March 2009. 

PP Vance Lewis becomes first Rotarian from the BVI to serve as 
District Governor for District 7020 

Sponsored the Cedar International School Interact Club 
Launched Project One BVI

Raised over $100,000.00 alongside other members of the BVI
Rotary Family to assist Bahamians after Hurricane Dorian

Assisted with the delivery of food packages to during nation-wide
lockdown due to Covid-19 restrictions

1991

1991 – 1992

1992 - 1993

1993 - 1994

1995 – 1996

1996 - 1997

1997 – 1998

1998 – 1999

1999 - 2000

2000 - 2001

2001 – 2002

2002

2002 - 2003

2003 - 2004

2004 - 2005

2008 

2009

2012 - 2013

2015

2019

2020

Major Achievements 
at a Glance



Our club was chartered on 9 January 1991, its birth was the result of vision, hard work 
and commitment by our charter members who we will honour here tonight. Our club was 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Tortola which was the only Rotary club in the BVI at the 
time, it was felt that there was a need for another Rotary club in Tortola to facilitate the 
requirements of the younger professionals. The original name of our club was The Rotary 
Club of Tortola II, however the name was changed to The Rotary Club of Road Town, the 
change was deemed necessary due to the similarity in names.

Speaking of change, one major change for Rotary in the BVI was the induction of women, 
our club was the first in the BVI to induct women as members. We were also the first club in 
the BVI to elect a female president. 

Club Mission 2021: We are an audacious club committed to the improvement of our 	
			             members and our communities.

Club Vision 2021: To foster friendship, leadership and fellowship, while leveraging 	
			          unique opportunities to provide superior service to the ever-		
			          changing needs of our communities.

30th Anniversary
Remarks

The President of the
Rotary Club of Road Town



Over the years our club has given birth to our daughter club, Rotary Club Sunrise of 
Road Town, as well as our recent offspring Rotary Club of Central Tortola. Additionally, 
our club has also been instrumental in the birthing of the Rotaract Club of Virgin 
Gorda, as well as the Interact Clubs of Road Town and Cedar School as well as Early Act 
clubs at Enis Adams Primary School and Ebenezer Thomas Primary School.

Our club has been around for 30 years now, and, by any measure, 30 years of service 
to the community is no small feat. Over the years we have sponsored numerous 
projects, including erection of our Centennial Park in Road Town which was built to 
celebrate the Rotary centennial, support for the hospital’s dialysis unit, sponsorship 
of the annual Kiddie Fiesta, assisting with mangrove replanting, adoption of Enis 
Adams Primary School, the annual lighting of the Road Town Roundabout, and several 
hurricane relief projects.

This Rotary year due to the impact of Covid 19 we were provided with new 
opportunities to serve the community by sponsoring new projects, including, providing 
laptops to primary school students who were required to attend school online. We also 
provided ongoing support to the Family Support Network, whose list of disadvantaged 
residents has almost tripled, also we worked together with the BVI Rotary family, 
assisting with the government’s Covid-19 food distribution program.

Our club has also assisted with regional projects, for example, we have contributed to 
the Haiti earthquake relief, and more recently to the Bahamas hurricane relief.

At age 30 our club is now in its prime and we have a plethora of work to accomplish, 
for example, we are exploring the possibility of sponsoring a satellite Rotary club in 
Virgin Gorda to provide support to the Virgin Gorda community, and we are working 
on a meal plan for primary school students, impacted by home schooling, with a 
mission of fighting childhood obesity.

With the assistance and support of you our community partners we are confident 
that we shall succeed, and we will continue to provide service to our community for 
another 30 plus years.

Gwenyth Vanterpool
President
Rotary Club of Road Town 2020 - 2021



Historical  Club Projects

Annual Kite Flying Competition
We phased this project out as the Guyanese Association Kite Flying event grew in scale and popularity

Annual Health Expo
The advent of National Health Insurance (NHI) led to increased availability of health care to all in the BVI and 
decreased the need for a large Annual Health Exposition.

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)



Diabetic Footcare Education Campaign

Annual Spelling Bee
In cooperation with the Ministry of Education, our Club has traditionally provided officials 
and prizes for this academic competition. Hurricanes Irma and Maria, and then the advent 
of the COVID-19 Pandemic put this event on hold but we look forward to supporting this 
again in the near future

Annual Dictionary Distribution
The yearly purchase of Dictionaries for all class three students was initiated by the
Rotary Club of Road Town and quickly became a joint project for all local Rotary Clubs. This project was phased out
as schools moved towards e-learning and the District Matching Grant for Literacy was discontinued.



Happy 30th Anniversary to The Rotary Club of Road Town Some thirty years ago a group of approximately 
35 persons, all of which were energetic and young at heart, got together to form a new Rotary Club of 
which I was selected to be its First President. The club was sponsored by the only Rotary Club existing in 
the British Virgin Islands at that time, the Rotary Club of Tortola, This Club, our Mother Club still exists today 
and is stronger than ever.

Our Rotary Club was chartered on 7th January, 1991 and was known as the Rotary Club of Tortola II and its 
name was changed to the Rotary Club of Road Town shortly thereafter to give the club its own identity and 
to show that the club had matured significantly.

I would like to take this opportunity on our 30th Anniversary to thank all the members for their invaluable 
contribution to the Rotary Club of Road Town. We have done a fantastic job to chart the course of the Club 
over the last 30 years, and for this and as a Rotarian, I say, thank you. Let me also take this opportunity to 
salute those members who can no longer be with us and those who have passed on.

Together we have done some good works serving our communities and contributing to the worldwide 
Rotary organization. Your hard work and dedication have been a great testament to Rotary’s goals and 
mission, and may it always be our resolve to continue these stalwart efforts.

Let me also take this opportunity to thank all those who have been President and Officers of the Club over 
the years, and have guided our Club from strength to strength, I say a heartfelt thanks to all of you.

Let us continue to serve our community.

PP Ronnie Skelton
Provisional President 1990-1991; Charter President 1991-1992

The Charter President, 
Rotary Club of Road Town

Message From



Parts and Power wishes to thank 
the Rotary Club of Road Town for their 
30 years of Service to the Community 

and looks forward to the next 30.



My introduction to the family of Rotary was through my father, Joseph Potter, who was a member of the Rotary Club 
of St. Thomas I, however, my true understanding of Service above Self was with the Rotary Club of Road Town. Rotary 
opened up a new global world for me.

I joined the club in 1994. At the time our club was the only club which accepted the membership of women. Frances 
David, Maltina Anthony and Margaret Penn were the first women to be accepted as members in a Rotary club in the 
British Virgin Islands. As a member I got to understand the commitment to serving and the satisfaction from doing so.

It was a great honour to be voted in as President of our club and the first woman president of a Rotary club in the British 
Virgin Islands. I took the position seriously and I felt a responsibility to try and set an example for women in the future. I 
feel a sense of pride looking at the women who have followed as president of this club. Janice Rhymer, Stephanie Benn, 
Yvonne Crabbe, Nelcia St. Jean, Geraldeen Johnson, Lavina Liburd and Gwyneth Vanterpool have all served this Club well.

I served with a very committed board and with the support of the club we continued our programs both locally and 
regionally. I had great support from our past presidents and especially Vance Lewis who became the first District 
Governor from the British Virgin Islands. They all encouraged me to further my knowledge of Rotary and to attend the 
conferences and many educational workshops held in our District 7020.

One of my favorite projects is the Kiddies Fiesta during Festival. One of the Club’s mandates is the development of 
our youth. The Kiddies Fiesta was created to give our young people the opportunity to participate in the Emancipation 
Celebration in a safe and creative environment. All the schools were involved and hundreds of children dressed in 
costumes and paraded to the area where the club organized games, competitions, entertainment and good food! Our 
Right-Start program helped our high school seniors navigate the processes of preparing for higher education and the 
work force.

The camaraderie I enjoyed and lasting friendships made not only in the BVI but also in the clubs in our District is what 
I cherish most. Oprah’s friend Gayle King said in her book Note to Self “The best way to live is to give, to worry less and 
when we do what we love, we can do more than we ever
imagined”.

I still keep up with our Club’s activities and when in the BVI (I now live in Florida) I come to see you as often as I can. 
I’m sorry I cannot be there with you this evening, (quarantining in Anegada) but hope to see you all very soon. Again, 
congratulations. Yours in Rotary

PP Jeffrey Potter-Canton
1997-1998

Rotary Club of Road Town  on your

30th Anniversary!

Congratulations 
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Global Knowledge, Local Experience
+1 284 494 7144  I  bbutler@bcqs.com  I  bcqs.com

Happy 30th Anniversary
Rotary Club of Road Town



Women are active participants in Rotary, 
serving their communities in increasing 
numbers and serving in leadership positions 
in Rotary. The 1989 Council on Legislation 
vote to admit women into Rotary clubs 
worldwide remains a watershed moment in 
the history of Rotary.

 “My fellow delegates, I would like to remind 
you that the world of 1989 is very different 
to the world of 1905. I sincerely believe that 
Rotary has to adapt itself to a changing 
world,” said Frank J. Devlyn, who would go on 
to become RI president in 2000-01.

Women in Rotary - EN from Rotary 
International on Vimeo. 

The vote followed the decades-long efforts 
of men and women from all over the Rotary 
world to allow the admission of women 
into Rotary clubs, and several close votes at 
previous Council meetings. 

The response to the decision was 
overwhelming: By June 1990, the number of 
female Rotarians had skyrocketed to over 
20,000. The number of women members 
worldwide reached 195,000 in July 2010 (about 
16% of Rotarians) and surpassed 277,000 in July 
2020 (about 23% ). 

A top priority for Rotary is growing and 
diversifying our membership to make sure we 
reflect the communities we serve. We know that 
our capacity to increase our impact and expand 
our reach is larger when more people unite 
with us, which is why we value diversity, equity 
and inclusion. Rotary celebrates and welcomes 
the contributions of people of all backgrounds, 
regardless of their age, ethnicity, race, color,
abilities, religion, socioeconomic status, culture, 
sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 

Our timeline highlights historic milestones and 
senior leadership firsts that have helped build 
greater diversity in Rotary. These leaders and 
all our female members are making positive 
change in communities around the world. 

History of 
Women in Rotary

From Rotary.org



John Donny Doe

John Donny Doe

1. 1950 An enactment to delete the word 
“male” from the Standard Rotary Club 
Constitution is proposed by a Rotary club in 
India for the Council on Legislation meeting 
at the 1950 Rotary Convention. 

2. 1964 The Council on Legislation agenda 
contains an enactment proposed by a 
Rotary club in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to 
permit the admission of women into Rotary 
clubs. Delegates vote that it be withdrawn. 
Two other proposals to allow women to be 
eligible for honorary membership are also 
withdrawn. 

3. 1972 As more women begin reaching 
higher positions in their professions, more 
clubs begin lobbying for female members. 
A U.S. Rotary club proposes admitting 

women into Rotary at the 1972 Council on 
Legislation. 

4. 1977 Three separate proposals to admit 
women into membership are submitted to 
the Council on Legislation for consideration 
at the 1977 Rotary Convention. A Brazilian 
club makes a different proposal to admit 
women as honorary members. The Rotary 
Club of Duarte, California, USA, admits 
women as members in violation of the RI 
Constitution and Standard Rotary Club 
Constitution. Because of this violation, the 
club’s membership in Rotary International 
is terminated in March 1978. (The club was 
reinstated in September 1986.) 

5. 1980 The RI Board of Directors and Rotary 
clubs in India, Sweden, Switzerland, and 
the United States propose an enactment to 
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Congratulations on 30 years 
of exceptional service!

EY is proud to support the Rotary Club of 
Road Town and all the work they do in the 
community as we build a better working 
world.

Visit ey.com/BVI  #betterworkingworld

Timeline of women in Rotary 



remove from the RI and club constitutions 
and bylaws all references to members as 
“male persons.” 

6. 1983-86 In a lawsuit filed by the Duarte 
club, the California Superior Court in 1983 
rules in favor of Rotary International, 
upholding gender-based qualification for 
membership in California Rotary clubs. 
In 1986, the California Court of Appeals 
reverses the lower court’s decision, 
preventing the enforcement of the provision 
in California. The California Supreme Court 
refuses to hear the case, and it is appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

 7. 1987 On 4 May, the U.S. Supreme Court 
rules that Rotary clubs may not exclude 
women from membership on the basis of 
gender. Rotary issues a policy statement 

that any Rotary club in the United 
States can admit qualified women into 
membership. The Rotary Club of Marin 
Sunrise, California (formerly Larkspur 
Landing), is chartered on 28 May. It 
becomes the first club after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling to have women as 
charter members. Sylvia Whitlock, of the 
Rotary Club of Duarte, California, becomes 
the first female Rotary club president.

8. 1988 In November, the RI Board of 
Directors issues a policy statement 
recognizing the right of Rotary clubs in 
Canada to admit female members based on 
a Canadian law similar to that upheld by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

9. 1989 At its first meeting after the 1987 
U.S. Supreme Court decision, the Council 



on Legislation votes to eliminate the 
requirement in the RI Constitution that 
membership in Rotary clubs be limited 
to men. Women are welcomed into 
Rotary clubs around the world. 

10. 1990 As of June, there are about 
20,200 female Rotarians worldwide. The 
Rotarian runs a feature on women in 
Rotary. 

11. 1995 In July, eight women become 
district governors, the first elected to 
this role: Mimi Altman, Gilda Chirafisi, 
Janet W. Holland, Reba F. Lovrien, 
Virginia B. Nordby, Donna J. Rapp, Anne 
Robertson, and Olive P. Scott. 

12. 2005 Carolyn E. Jones begins her 
term as the first woman appointed as 
trustee of The Rotary Foundation. 

13. 2008 Catherine Noyer-Riveau begins 
her term as the first woman elected to 
the RI Board of Directors. 

14. 2012 Elizabeth S. Demaray begins 
her term as RI treasurer, the first 
woman to serve in this position. 

15. 2013 Anne L. Matthews begins her 
term as the first woman to serve as RI 
vice president.

16. 2019 Brenda Marie Cressey begins 
her term as the first woman to serve 
as vice-chair of The Rotary Foundation. 
In April-June 2019 she serves as chair 
of the Foundation, the first woman 
appointed to this role. 

17. 2020 In October, Jennifer E. Jones 
becomes president-nominee, the first 
women to be nominated to be Rotary 
International President. Her term as 
president will begin 1 July 2022.



Rotary unites problem solvers around the globe to do more good. Like providing job training and 
supporting local entrepreneurs to help revitalize the places we call home. Connecting to make 

communities stronger — that’s what people of action do. Learn more at rotary.org /action.



Order of the Evening
COCKTAILS
DJ Malie

Call to Order ...............................................Sergeant at Arms/ President Nominee Gavin Dooley
Masters of Ceremonies ..................Past President Trefor Grant & Rotarian Shonda Leacock
Invocation...........................................................................................Rotarian Robert “Storm” Wright
Protocol/ Recognition of Special Guests................Past Assistant Governor Elvis Harriagan
Loyal Toast.......................................................................................................Rotarian Andrew Emery
Welcome..............................................................................................President Gwenyth Vanterpool

SOUP AND SALAD

Musical Selection..................................................................................Kamau Georges and Friends

Video Message ...............................................................................District Governor Charles Sealey

Remarks ...............................................................................................Second President Colin O’Neal

DINNER SERVED

Musical Selection..................................................................................Kamau Georges and Friends
In Honour and Memoriam of our Charter Members
President Elect Anthony Clarke; Rotarian Calnise Philip; Rotarian Sabinah Clement
Presentation by Sponsor Club
President Dion Stoutt, Past President Michael Riegels (Sponsor Team Member)
Video Message 
Rotary International President Elect Nominee Jennifer Jones

DESSERT SERVED

Musical Selection....................................Kamau Georges and Friends

Recognition of Paul Harris Fellows
Assistant Governor Ryan Geluk;
President Gwenyth Vanterpool; 
Immediate Past President Lavina Liburd 

Auction, Raffle & Happy Dollars 
Sergeant at Arms/ President Nominee Gavin Dooley
Rotarian Ronan Kuczaj

Acknowledgements and Vote of Thanks 
Rotarian Jacqueline Daley-Aspinall

MIX AND MINGLE
DJ Malie



Ongoing Projects

Annual Kiddies Fiesta
Every year the Club provides a day of fun for children and families 
as part of the annual Emancipation celebrations. Activities and 
entertainment include a parade, mascots, dance team performances, 
face-painting, bouncy castles, golf and local bands. Many families 
have repeatedly expressed how important the Kiddies Fiesta is to the 
community. Giveaways of backpacks and school supplies provided by 
sponsors is typical at this event.



Annual College Classics Series
the Club still regularly participates in this with 
friendly competition between all teams in the 
“Service Clubs” category.

Ongoing Projects



Ongoing Projects

Interact Clubs of Road Town and 
Cedar International School
Our youth Arms are not technically “projects”; they 
are an investment in the future of our community.



Centennial Park Pavilion
This lookout spot was constructed to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
of the founding of Rotary International. It was recently renovated with 
new railings post hurricanes Irma and Maria, and the addition of a shade 
canopy. Additional work is needed to restore lighting, landscaping, and 
possibly add internal seating, new binoculars and a telescope. Many thanks 

to Quality Construction, Wet Rollerz, Doyle Sailmakers and Innovative 
Textiles for their work on and contributions to the renovation effort.



Ongoing Projects

Annual Round-a-Bout Lighting
Every year the Rotary Club of Road Town lights up the central roundabout in Road Town for the 

Christmas Season. This is the Club’s contribution to creating a festive air in town for the Holidays.



Support for the Family Support Network
Food Drives assist in stocking the Pantry

Annual Grand/ Car Raffle
This is still a major fundraiser for the club with the final drawing traditionally held on Christmas Eve



Support for the Dialysis Unit

Over the years the Rotary Club of Road Town has donated two dialysis machines as well as 
TV monitors and other equipment to the Dialysis Unit at Peebles Hospital. The machines 
were purchased with the help of Global Matching Grants, the second being a partnership 
with the Rotary Club of Oklahoma City, USA. This year we funded the purchase of a new 
Dialysis chair with a partial donation from a private organization in Ireland.

Ongoing Projects



On Behalf of the Rotary Club of Tortola, I would like to extend heartfelt congratulations to 
the Rotary Club of Road Town on this remarkable achievement of 30 years of serving the 
BVI Community.  

Your achievements are well documented, your impact will be forever felt and lives you 
have changed will always be remembered.

Congratulations on your first 30 years and to the next 30 to come.

President Dion Stoutt- 
Rotary Club of Tortola

The President of the
Rotary Club of Tortola

A Message From



I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the Rotary Club of Road Town, my former Rotary 
club, on your 30th Anniversary. This special milestone gives you an opportunity to reflect upon your 
proud history and achievements, while honouring the ties of fellowship that have contributed to 
your success as part of one of the world’s foremost voluntary community service organizations. 

Over the years, your club has developed an impressive record when it comes to supporting 
communities close to home and abroad. The Rotary Club of Road Town has truly lived up to the 
Rotary motto of “Service Above Self”. Through your many accomplishments, you have touched the 
lives of many in need, and for that you should feel very proud.

On behalf myself as president and the entire membership of the Rotary Club of Central Tortola, best 
wishes and happy anniversary.

President Nelcia St. Jean, 
Rotary Club of Central Tortola

The President of  
The Rotary Club of Central Tortola

A Message From





Rotary’s official mottoes, can be traced back to 
the early days of the organization.

In 1911, the second Rotary convention, in 
Portland, Oregon, USA, approved He Profits 

Most Who Serves Best as the Rotary motto. 
The wording was adapted from a speech that 
Rotarian Arthur Frederick Sheldon delivered 
to the first convention, held in Chicago the 
previous year. Sheldon declared that “only the 
science of right conduct toward others pays. 
Business is the science of human services. He 
profits most who serves his fellows best.”

Rotary’s Two 
Official Mottoes

 Service Above Self and One 
Profits Most Who Serves Best

From Rotary.org



The Portland gathering also inspired the motto Service Above Self. During 
an outing on the Columbia River, Ben Collins, president of the Rotary Club of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, talked with Seattle Rotarian J.E. Pinkham about the 
proper way to organize a Rotary club, offering the principle his club had adopted: 
Service, Not Self. Pinkham invited Rotary founder Paul Harris, who also was on the 
trip, to join their conversation. Harris asked Collins to address the convention, and 
the phrase Service, Not Self was met with great enthusiasm.

At the 1950 Rotary International Convention in Detroit, Michigan, USA, two slogans 
were formally approved as the official mottoes of Rotary: He Profits Most Who 
Serves Best and Service Above Self. The 1989 Council on Legislation established 
Service Above Self as the principal motto of Rotary because it best conveys the 
philosophy of unselfish volunteer service. He Profits Most Who Serves Best was 
modified to They Profit Most Who Serve Best in 2004 and to its current wording, 
One Profits Most Who Serves Best, in 2010.

Bringing the world closer to eradicating a deadly disease - that’s what people of action do.  
Learn more at rotary.org/action.



It is with great pleasure that I extend heartfelt congratulations to the Rotary Club of Road Town on 
their 30th anniversary of providing service to the Virgin Islands community. As you make this milestone, 
take a look back at all the positive impact you have made, with the many impactful projects such as 
Centennial park, countless Dictionary distributions to local schools, Health Expos, Housing Renovation 
Projects to vulnerable persons and of course the Annual Kiddies Fiesta; which has always been a 
favourite since I was a child.

Additionally to the many projects you have committed to in the past, the club has invested into the 
youth arms of Rotary, by becoming sponsors of the Interact club of Road Town, which was recently 
revitalized after a few years of inactivity, Interact club of Cedar International School and the co-sponsor 
of the Rotaract club of Virgin Gorda; of which is a club of rotaract district 7020 and my home club!

In short, on behalf of myself and Rotaract District 7020, we celebrate you, the Rotary club of Road Town 
on the celebration of your 30th birthday, and as one of our many partners in service. May you have 
30 and more years of service to the Virgin Islands Community doing so with selflessness, energy and 
above all, Passion!

Yours in Rotary,

Trevor Bridgewater Jr.
District Rotaract Representative
Rotaract District 7020

The District Rotaract
Representative

A Message From





Rotary Club of Road Town,

On behalf of the Rotaract Club of Tortola’s Executive Board, Directors and Members, I would like to offer 
my heartfelt congratulations on achieving 30 years of Service above Self. You have rendered a service 
to your community which now values your existence and continued contributions. You can rest assured 
knowing your club gives meaning to the word Rotary.

This milestone shows your growth on many levels, the progress in membership and club, the 
connections with stakeholders, the impact made with each person you touch. You have made your 
mark in society, a mark that will continue in the history and culture of the British Virgin Islands’ 
existence. Feel proud of your accomplishments and contributes over the years and be excited about 
the future and what the Rotary Club of Road Town will do.

As you continue to give selflessly, I wish you many more years of service to man, community and 
globally. May your existence and efforts continue to grow the BVI community and its people. Upwards 
and onwards in greatness!

Congratulations,
Selvyn Dawson
President
Assistant District Rotaract Representative (VI Clubs) 2020-2021

Assistant District Rotaract Representative 
and President of the Rotaract 
Club of Tortola

A Message From



On Behalf of the Rotaract Club of Virgin Gorda we would like 
to congratulate the Rotary Club of Road Town on 30 years of 
leadership, sincerity, and service to our communities. As we reflect 
on your achievements, in a time such as COVID-19, you did not 
allow anything to deter you from your goals. 

Congratulations on what you have accomplished thus far, we look 
forward to 30 more and beyond while you continue to portray 
service above self in all that you do. It is an honor to celebrate 
with you and we wish you continued strength, unity, and love for a 
bright future in Rotary!

Yours in Rotary
President Navasha Williams
Rotoract Virgin Gorda

The President of 
The Rotaract Club of Virgin Gorda

A Message From



Newest Projects



Project 1BVI 
 Ten (10) projects are launched on the same day in 

collaboration with the other Rotary, Rotaract, Interact, and 

EarlyAct clubs of the BVI in a service blitz. This was carried out 

in 2015 and 2019 with the intent to make it an annual project 

going forward. Some projects are completed on the day of 

the event, while others are ongoing throughout the year or 

become multi-year projects. Additional volunteers come from 

schools, businesses, and other non-profit organizations. This 

project actively encourages Corporate Social Responsibility, 

and active service by students and community members.



Newest Projects

Annual My Favourite Teacher Essay and Poetry Competition

Annual Junior Biz-Pitch
This is a small-business / entrepreneurial competition for high-school students to create a 
business pitch for a panel of judges in a similar format to “Shark Tank”. Video submissions 
are reviewed by an internal committee, and a presentation to the judges made at our Club 
meeting. Winners and runners up of the competition receive a prize package including logo 
design, assistance in drafting a business plan, coaching sessions, gift certificates, and cash.

Newest Projects



Annual Reader’s Theatre
Performed at the launch of Reading is Fun Week each year



Laptop and Headset Donation to Schools

Newest Projects



COVID-19 Food Distribution 
We assisted the Government run food delivery program during lockdown

Laptop and Headset Donation to Schools
One week before the reopening of schools in this year, our club received an urgent 
request from one of our prospective Rotarians who lives on the outer island of Anegada, 
for our club to provide assistance to 11 students of the Claudia Creque Primary School in 
Anegada, who did not have access to laptops and who were, at a disadvantage in relation 
to the online classroom. Our club immediately agreed to assist, and together with the 
representative for the district and our community partners, we were able to source and 
deliver the laptops to the students within one week.

With the return to virtual classrooms, teachers have recommended the use of headphones 
as they have been found to be beneficial in assisting with blocking out most external 
noises and distractions, allowing the students to remain focused on their school work. 
With this in mind, our club purchased 100 over-ear student headphones for use by our 
students. The headphones were donated to the students of our adopted schools, Enis 
Adams Primary and Ebenezer Thomas Primary. The feedback we have received is that 
both teachers and students are happy with the noise reduction and the increased focus 
facilitated by the use of the headphones.
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