
The 35 Best The 35 Best 

Photo Tips Photo Tips --

Ever!Ever!

Tips to cover many issues 
from the merely annoying to 

the downright tragic 
and a few ideas to take better 

pictures too!



Nuts and Nuts and 

Bolts Bolts ––
Setting the Setting the 

camera and camera and 

setting yourselfsetting yourself



Nuts and Bolts –
Setting the camera and setting 

yourself

• First up, we have a selection of 
tips that deal with camera settings 
and performance.

• Gaining knowledge in these few 
areas can have an immediate 
impact on your pictures.



#1 Know Your Camera

• Knowing your 
particular camera 
can help you learn 
its limitations. 
Understanding those 
limitations will help 
you creatively 
overcome them.

• At the very least, 
know where your 
instruction book is!



#2 Timing is Everything

• Every camera has a lag 
between the moment the 
shutter button is pressed 
and the actual moment 
the picture is taken. 
Older cameras have 
more lag than newer 
models.

• Some cameras go into 
“Sleep” mode when they 
aren’t used for a few 
moments. A sleeping 
camera can waste a few 
precious heartbeats 
while it wakes up, 
recharges the flash and 
prepares the image chip.



#3 Hold The Camera 

Correctly!

• The number one 
complaint in 
photography is fuzzy 
pictures.

• Avoid holding the 
camera one-handed 
while you shoot.

• If your camera has an 
eye-level finder use it 
rather than the LCD 
back panel.

• Two hands with elbows 
in to the body is the most 
stable way to hold a 
camera.



#4 Shake it Up

• Image stabilization 
stabilizes YOU not 
the subject

• Stabilization can 
allow you to hold the 
camera steady in 
lower light than 
normal, but it won’t 
cause the shutter to 
fire fast enough to 
prevent motion blur.



#4 Shake it Up-continued

• There are three primary types of image 
stabilization:

– Optical stabilization is the best but also 
the most expensive (Canon, Nikon, Panasonic)

– CCD shift is effective but much less so at 
long zoom ranges (5X and higher) (Panasonic, 
Nikon, Pentax, Sony)

– ISO shift is becoming more common, is by 
far the least expensive and with this year’s 
crop of cameras the results look pretty darn 
good! (Olympus, Fuji, Sony)



#5 Going Steady

• In the battle against 
shaky images a 
tripod is the #1 tool 
available.

• Any picture will be 
sharper and have 
finer detail if it is 
taken while tripod 
mounted.

• In some tight 
situations use a 
monopod to provide 
almost as much 
advantage.



#6 Breathe In, Breathe Out,
Repeat as Needed

• A trick to get the 
steadiest picture 
from a hand-held 
camera: Exhale 
completely and then 
gently press the 
shutter button. This 
will eliminate  any 
shake caused by 
your own breathing!



#7 Know How to 

Set the Flash

• Flash is one of 
the main tools in 
photography. 
Knowing the flash 
symbols and 
what they mean 
is a basic skill 
that everyone 
with a camera 
should acquire. A



#8 Understand 

Flash Range

• Nothing is more 
frustrating than 
taking a picture 
and having it 
come out under 
exposed.

• Built-in flashes on 
any camera have 
a range of 15 feet 
or less.

From 20 feet

From 9 feet



#9 Become a Flasher

• The contours of the 
human face create 
deep shadows in 
pictures – especially 
below the brow line.

• Adding a flash both 
indoors and out 
adds sparkle and life 
to the subjects eyes.



#10 The Sensitive Type

• ISO refers to the light 
sensitivity of film or a 
camera’s image chip.

• Larger numbers (ISO 
200 vs. 100, ISO 400 vs. 
200) mean more 
sensitivity for use in 
lower light or when we 
need faster shutter 
speeds

• Higher ISO numbers 
(speeds) also can mean 
more grain in our 
pictures.

• The goal is to use the 
lowest setting that meets 
our needs.



Bringing it together

• Once you have learned your flash 
functions and how to set camera ISO 
you are on your way to better indoor 
pictures.

• Set the ISO to 400 or even 800 in a 
school gym, for example. This will help 
stop action.

• In that same gym, turn off the flash. It 
can’t reach out to the players anyway.



Bonus Tip!Bonus Tip!

• Shooting an indoor 
basketball game. 

• Set your camera in the 
“A” mode and select the 
largest lens opening you 
can, usually 3.5 or 4.0 
on most small cameras.

• The “A” mode is lens 
aperture priority. By 
selecting it and the 
largest lens opening on 
your lens, the camera 
must respond with the 
fastest shutter speed the 
lighting will allow.

• This combination of 
settings will give you the 
very best chance of 
stopping action indoors.

• Remember to turn off 
your flash!

• Even using this 
combination of setting 
the photographer should 
over-shoot the event. A 
highly successful shoot 
will yield a 30% success 
rate!



#11 Use the Highest  

Resolution Setting

• Always shoot your digital 
camera at the highest 
resolution possible.

• This is the setting that gets 
you the least number of 
pictures on your memory 
card.

• An image file can always 
be downsized at your 
computer, but trying to 
make an image file larger 
produces very poor results.

• Prints require large files. 
Larger prints need larger 
files.
– (We’ll discuss how much is 
enough in a little bit)



#12 Turn the camera OFF 

before removing a memory card

• Danger! If a memory 
card is removed while 
the camera is still writing 
to it, ALL of the pictures 
may become corrupt.

• To help prevent this from 
happening to you, 
always turn off the 
camera before you try to 
remove the card. The 
camera won’t shut down 
until the last image is 
written.



Picture Picture 

CompositionComposition



Composition

• Exercising control over composition in 
your images is the next step in 
improving your photographs.

• Composition is the term used to 
describe the arrangement and 
placement of elements in your photos.

• Some arrangements and placements 
are inherently more pleasing while 
others seem to fall short.



#13 Look through the 

viewfinder and see the whole 

picture

• Really look at the 
image before you 
shoot it. Is there a 
distracting glare on 
someone’s glasses? 
How about a stray 
tree branch that 
looks like it’s 
growing out of the 
subject’s head?

• Don’t just look at the 
subject, see the 
entire setting.



#14 The Rule of Thirds

• The Rule of Thirds is 
a very useful 
guideline in creating 
our pictures.

• The rule suggests 
that we divide the 
view screen into a 
tic-tac-toe grid and 
place important 
elements where the 
lines intersect and 
horizons or vertical 
elements along the 
gridlines.



Rule of Thirds Example



#15 Leading Us On

• Leading lines 
lead the viewers 
eye into and 
through a 
photograph.



#16 Pan with the Action

• Panning means 
to follow the 
movement of a 
subject while 
shooting. This will 
emphasize 
motion and 
speed.



#17 Zoom, zoom

• Zoom lenses are 
great tools but 
sometimes it’s just 
best to move closer 
to the subject.

• Look at the 
background behind 
both of these 
images.

• Notice how the 
zoomed image 
makes the 
background loom up 
behind the subject.



#18 Sink to Their Level

• If your subject is 
seated, crouch down 
to their eye level.

• When we shoot a 
picture looking down 
on someone we 
distort their faces in 
the 2 dimensional 
photograph.

• This is especially 
true when shooting 
kids!



#19 Use Horizontal and 

Vertical Composition 

• Don’t get stuck in 
looking at the world 
through a horizontal 
frame.

• Tall subjects should 
be shot vertically as 
should narrow 
subjects.

• Also try to shoot 
anything that moves 
top to bottom in a 
vertical composition. 
You will like the 
results better!



Tips on Tips on 

Buying a Buying a 

Digital Digital 

CameraCamera



Tips on Buying a Digital 

Camera

• Maybe you don’t have a digital camera 
yet, or maybe you do but it’s time to 
upgrade.

• Here are some tips on what to look for 
in a new camera.

• If you look at a new camera today you 
will be hard pressed to find a film 
model. Canon, Nikon, Olympus, Fuji, 
Pentax all have stopped production of 
film camera models as of 2006.



#20 Can-Do Cameras

• Look through the 
pictures you have 
taken over the last 
year. Is there a 
specific type of picture 
that always fails?

• Perhaps there is a 
camera that is better 
at taking pictures 
under those 
conditions. Longer 
zoom lens, a brighter 
lens, or a stronger 
flash.



#21 Megapixels: 

Keeping up with the Joneses

• Cameras are offered 
from 4MP to 10MP. How 
many you need depends 
on your final output.

• 300 DPI is considered 
very high quality in a 
photo print:
– A 4X6 at 300DPI = 
2.1MP

– An 8X10 at 300DPI= 
7.2MP

• That’s what the math 
says, but daily we 
produce beautiful 8X10 
prints from 4MP 
cameras.

5MP Camera 2MP Camera

Original Image



PorterPorter’’s Suggestion:s Suggestion:

• Our advice: Cameras with 4MP to 
6MP for snapshots printed at 4X6. 
Cameras with 5MP to 10MP for 
people who like lots of 8X10’s.

• The megapixel race is still in full 
swing, but that doesn’t mean we 
have to go along for the ride!



#22 Use Rechargeable 

Batteries

• A freshly charged 
set of rechargeable 
batteries will shoot 
more images than a 
fresh set of alkaline 
batteries

• NiMH* batteries can 
be recharged 1,200 
times – that means 
thousands of AA 
alkaline batteries not 
sent to the landfill!

*Nickel Metal Hydride



#23 Digital means never 

admitting you took a bad 

picture

• A simple click of the 
erase button and all 
evidence of your bad 
pictures is gone.

• However as you learn 
new techniques you 
really should look at 
the bad shots to see 
what you can improve.

• Review the bad shots, 
learn from them, 
THEN erase them!



#24 Be Internet Savvy

• We all know that a price too good to be true 
usually isn’t true at all. Yet every month we 
see the results of poor Internet purchases.
– Every camera should come with a one-year 
manufacturers US warranty. Not a store warranty!

– Every camera should come with a strap, batteries 
and full software suite at a minimum.

– Every camera should be made for the US market or 
the manufacturer won’t repair the camera.

– Generally you may save 5% or 10% on a camera 
purchased online, but there will be: no service, no 
instruction, no free photo prints, no warranty 
assistance, in short no assistance of any kind.
• Porter’s for example includes free add-ons with a real 
off-the-shelf value of $120.00 plus all the other 
services listed above.



#25 Camera Bags:

A Garage for Your Camera

• Cameras today have 
buttons, view screens 
and switches all over 
their bodies.

• A camera bag keeps 
dust and lint out of the 
buttons and switches 
while protecting the 
screens from 
scratches.

• Camera bags also 
keep spare batteries 
and camera cords 
handy and available.



#26 

A Pocketful of Memories

• Memory cards are solid 
state devices, but they 
still fail at unwelcome 
moments.

• Having more than one 
memory card provides 
back-up in these 
situations.

• Memory cards are 
inexpensive when 
compared to film:
– A 1GB card holds 316 
photos for a 6MP camera, 
or about the same as 9 
rolls of 36 exp film. 

– The card costs $56 and 
can be reused indefinitely, 
an equal amount of film 
costs $57 and can be 
used only once!



#27 On vacation, alternate 

memory cards

• Feeling a little worried about the safety of your 
images on a once in a lifetime vacation? Use 
two or three cards and every day alternate 
which card is in the camera.

• The odds of losing or damaging all of the 
cards at the same time are pretty slim 
compared to the risk of carrying and losing 
only one card.



FinishingFinishing

TouchesTouches



Not Finished Until…

• We all do it, we leave images on 
our memory cards for a week or 
two before we download them to 
our computers. Then we forget to 
make prints to show our friends 
and family.

• Following are some tips on habits 
that are well worth developing, and 
ideas for sharing your images.



#28 Burn, Baby, Burn

• Image files should be 
backed-up to a CD or DVD 
frequently.

• Create a back-up routine 
that feels comfortable to 
you.

• Images that exist only on 
your hard drive are at high 
risk of loss!

• For real security burn two 
copies and store one in a 
safe dark place like a 
closet.

• When the next generation 
of storage media comes 
along, commit to updating 
all your disks to that new 
format.
– Anyone still use Betamax for home 

movies? How about 8-track tapes 
or 5 ¼ floppy disks?



The Simplest BackThe Simplest Back--upup

• The simplest way to back-up your 
important images is to get true 
photographic prints!

– True photo prints last 90-120 years

– Cheaper than home made ink jet prints 
which usually last less than 20 years

– A new digital file can always be made by 
scanning a print should your hard drive 
crash or your CD become unreadable.



#29 Someday I’ll Get 

Organized

• With a digital camera it’s 
normal to take and retain 
thousands more pictures 
than you ever did with 
film.

• It’s an easy task today to 
find a picture you took 
last week, but how about 
if you try to find it three 
years from now?

• Use an organization 
software program to 
organize your image files 
into categories and 
folders.



#30 Share your pictures

• The reason we took 
our pictures in the 
first place was to 
share them. Today 
there are many 
ways to do just that:
– Prints are still #1
– Web albums are a 
close second

– Email files to friends
– Create one of a kind 
photo products like 
blankets, mugs or 
even coffee table 
books.



An example of a web album. Guests can view your images and 
order prints too.

Click on an image to enlarge it



#31 I’ve Been Framed!

• Why buy and 
frame other 
people’s art? 
Purchase three 
or four frames 
that compliment 
your décor and 
rotate a selection 
of your own 
photos through 
them.



Odds and Ends

• Following are several tips that fall 
in many categories. Some are 
good for people pictures, others 
just general tips for all picture 
taking.

• The one thing they all have in 
common is that each tip is easy to 
try and then put into practice



#32 Rose Colored Glasses

• Single Lens Reflex 
photographers have an 
advantage over compact 
camera users – they can 
add creative filters to 
their images.

• Most of the creative filter 
effects can be added 
with a computer after the 
picture is taken, but 
computer manipulation 
can take 30 minutes or 
more per image vs. the 
30 seconds it takes to 
attach a filter!

• Which is your hobby? 
Photography or 
Photoshop?



#33 When in doubt, take 

another shot

• Digital images are 
basically free, if you 
have any doubt about 
the last shot you took 
take it again! You can 
delete the bad one 
once you get it home 
and on a larger 
computer screen.

• It’s amazing how often 
these “insurance 
shots” become our 
favorites!



#34 Proof of Life: The 

Self-Timer function

• If your camera is tripod 
mounted, the self-timer 
is a great way to take a 
shot without touching the 
camera. Even while 
tripod mounted the 
action of pushing the 
shutter button can 
introduce shake into the 
photo.

• Of greater importance, 
you can get yourself 
back into your family 
album! Too often the 
family photographer 
never appears in family 
pictures.



#35 Play, Create, 

Experiment

• Above all else, photography can 
be fun and an enjoyable hobby. 
Learn the basic rules and tips to 
help you make good shots for your 
family records. Then set yourself 
free to experiment and create your 
own rules and enjoy the freedom 
to create your own unique look.



Dig Deeper! Try one of 

Porter’s other classes:

• Your New Digital 
Camera / Your Camera 
and Computer Together

• Photo Finale 4.0
• Basics of Flash and 
Studio Lighting

• Basics of SLR Cameras
• Lenses and Filters
• Coming Soon:

– Digital Video Basics

– Mini: Infrared Digital 
Photography

– Mini: Mastering the 
Porter’s PhotoTouch 
kiosk

• Introduction to 
Telescopes and Sport 
Optics

• Preserving and Sharing 
Digital Images

• Mini-Seminars:
– Composition Basics
– Exposure Basics
– Sports and Action
– Landscape and Close-
up Photography

– Buying a Digital 
Camera

– The 35 Best Photo Tips 
– Ever!

Classes are limited to 8 participants. Where they are 
charged, fees must be prepaid to reserve your space.



Porter’s 

Camera Purchase Package

• When a camera is purchased at            
Porter’s Camera Stores you receive:
– 50 Free 4X6 prints a $10.50 value

– Free Photo Finale software a $49.95 value

– Two Free classes: “Introduction to Digital Cameras”
plus “Photo Finale 4.0” a $50.00 value.

– Free “Power Album User”Web Album one year 
membership with 512MB of storage a $19.99 value.

• Over $120.00 package, free.

• In addition, you always get the service you 
expect from an Iowa company that has been in 
business since 1914


