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2026 Community Grants
The Rotary Club of Ames is accepting applications for our 2026 Community Grants. These grants are to benefit local organizations in the greater Ames community and are to fulfill an unmet need. Our goal is to provide funding for eight projects, $2,500 each.
Ames - area 501c3 organizations may apply for any funding amount up to $2,500. The Rotary Club of Ames will award grants based on merit and community benefit. 
Questions regarding applications may be directed to Allyson Walter at rotaryclubofames@gmail.com.
Deadline to submit completed applications is Friday, March 27th 2026.

GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSALS FOR LOCAL GRANTS
The grant request must focus on one or more of the following Rotary International initiatives:
 •Community Development (education and awareness, equality, justice, and mutual respect)
• Environment
• Health and Wellness
• Youth and Family Development 

Request must also meet the following criteria: 
· Benefit Greater Ames community and fulfill an unmet need.
· Be a 501 c 3 organization or have a 501 c 3 fiscal sponsor.
· Awarded projects must be completed by May 31, 2027. If Rotary funds are supporting a portion of a larger project, the portion covered by Rotary must be completed by May 31, 2027.
· Grant funds will not fund ongoing/general operations (such as salaries, rent, utilities, transportation, etc.). 
· Awarded projects may incorporate volunteer opportunities for Rotarians.
· Awarded projects will be required to submit a final report, including images of the project, on the use of the funds.
· Those receiving a grant will be asked to attend a Rotary meeting to receive the grant funds and to attend a future Rotary meeting to share information about the project. 

Application: 

1. Describe your project (limit to one page). 

2. Describe the target audience, including the total number of people to be served.

3. Provide a project budget and describe exactly how the grant funds will be used. Include revenues and expenses and the status of other revenue sources. If the overall project you envision is larger than our Rotary grant, explain what part of the overall project our grant would fund. 

4. Provide realistic and achievable goals. The project (or Rotary’s part) completion date is May 31, 2027.

5. Describe how the Rotary Club of Ames will be recognized for this grant: social media, plaque or other physical emblem, other media sources. Rotary Club of Ames logo will be provided.

6. Describe volunteer opportunities for Rotary members.

7. Grant funds will be distributed by June 15, 2026.





Please attach the following as the cover page to your Grant Request
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2026 Community Grant Application
NAME OF ORGANIZATION:

NAME OF FISCAL 501 c 3 SPONSOR, IF NOT THE REQUESTING ORANIZATION:

ADDRESS OF ORGANIZATION (city, state, zip code):


NAME OF CONTACT FOR PROPOSAL:

EMAIL ADDRESS OF FOR CONTACT and/or ORGANIZAITON:				‘

PHONE NUMBER:


Submit completed application by Friday, March 27th 2026, to Allyson Walter at rotaryclubofames@gmail.com. 

FINAL REPORT

Please submit a final report detailing how the grant funds were used to Allyson Walter at rotaryclubofames@gmail.com. Grant recipients will also be asked to attend a club luncheon to share with members how the grant funds were used.  
 pg. 2
image1.tiff
TAn,

Rota ry

Club of Ames

1921-2021

Beginning our second
century of service





