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SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

EMAIL ADDRESS
RotaryclubofClintonIA@gmail.com

WEBSITE
RotaryclubofClinton.com

MEETING LOCATION

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 1361
Clinton, IA

52733

Monday rotary
Rastrelli 's Restaurant:

Tuscany Event Center
2417 Cleveland St.

Clinton, IA

Facebook

YouTube

LinkedIn

IN THIS ISSUE...IN THIS ISSUE...

44

22
33

55

Thursday Night Rotary: 
Second and Fourth Thursday of

the month at 5:30, 
Rusty Barrel Lounge

( 224 5th Ave S, Clinton, IA)

https://rotaryclubofclinton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clintonrotaryclub/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV8mzRj6b_hqUTRd2GuAoZg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV8mzRj6b_hqUTRd2GuAoZg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rotary-club-of-clinton/
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KeyKeyKey   
DatesDatesDates

PresidentialPresidentialPresidential
NewsNewsNews

Check It Out!Check It Out!

on Saturday, April 22, THE DISTRICTon Saturday, April 22, THE DISTRICT
6000 CONFERENCE IS IN CORALVILLE!6000 CONFERENCE IS IN CORALVILLE!
THE CONFERENCE IS AT CoralvilleTHE CONFERENCE IS AT Coralville
Radisson Hotel & Conference CenteR,Radisson Hotel & Conference CenteR,
FROM 5:00 PM – 8:30 PM. cOME ONE,FROM 5:00 PM – 8:30 PM. cOME ONE,
COME ALL!COME ALL!

Congratulations to our districtCongratulations to our district
governor-elect, Norlan!!! ! !  we are sogovernor-elect, Norlan!!! ! !  we are so
proud of you, Norlan!proud of you, Norlan!

Thank you, Andy Greene, for startingThank you, Andy Greene, for starting
the food-sharing initiative withthe food-sharing initiative with
Information Referral!Information Referral!

We need help with the boo bash!!!We need help with the boo bash!!!
please volunteer to help out withplease volunteer to help out with
the committee. :)the committee. :)   

June 26 is our annual night out atJune 26 is our annual night out at
the lumberkings! mark yourthe lumberkings! mark your
calendar.calendar.   

  

April 17: Board of Directors Meeting,April 17: Board of Directors Meeting,
10:4510:45
April 17: Gretchen Nollman, assistantApril 17: Gretchen Nollman, assistant
Governor of district 6000Governor of district 6000   
April 24: chris Streets will discuss theApril 24: chris Streets will discuss the
Clinton Area Showboat Theatre.Clinton Area Showboat Theatre.   
May 01: Kimberly Dickey of Rock CreekMay 01: Kimberly Dickey of Rock Creek
Solar, LLC, will share information aboutSolar, LLC, will share information about
the Rock Creek Solar Project inthe Rock Creek Solar Project in
Camanche, IA.Camanche, IA.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARYEXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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MEMBERS:MEMBERS:
Current Members: 77

Membership Goal: 84

WEEKLY ROUND-UPWEEKLY ROUND-UP
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WEEKLY STATSWEEKLY STATS



Online: 2

In-person: 27
Total for April 10: 29




YTD: 144

ATTENDANCE:ATTENDANCE:

GUESTS:GUESTS:
Kip Simpson
kathryn wynn calvin

aPRIL 10: $95
YTD Total: $5387

scholarship contributions
to foundations YTD: $1,500

Total: $6,887

Watch our meeting
here

SCHOLARSHIPSCHOLARSHIP  
FUND:FUND:

Simpson and John Huling. Kip Simpson became BRP's third employee. Simpson stated
that the success of Big River Packaging stemmed from its marketing concept. "Bob and
John's strategy for BRP was twofold. First, they're going to target smaller customers who
were often ignored by the big packaging corporations and treat these people like they
were a big deal like they were important. But this would mean setting up the business to
handle short-order runs with a lot of changeovers in order to produce items of smaller
value or volume. The second was from day one and based largely on the experience that
they had had elsewhere Bob and John wanted Big River Packaging to be a great place for
the people of the Clinton area to work." In 2005, they had eleven employees and now, they
have sixty employees, which is still considered small for a converting plant!
     "Those first years were tough. We had the factory looking good, machines were ready to
go, our people were eager. But as it is with any start-ups, there were challenges," Simpson
stated. Big River Packaging made boxes for a multitude of products, including high-end
caffeinated lip balm, organic shampoo for treating lice, and even swag boxes. "We ran
those jobs in accordance with our business plan -- we treated those people who put in
those orders, those short runs, like our business depended on it because it did." When Co-
Founder John Huling was at Krumpets, he asked if they needed boxes for the bakery,
which led to a discussion about boxing needs for keeping cupcakes upright. From this
point forward, Big River Packaging focused on bakery packaging.
   Simpson got interested in e-Commerce and was able to design the website for Big River
Packaging, which allowed them to ship to all over the U.S. and increase their sales
drastically. "I remember the first week that we made $500 from the Internet!," Simpson
excitedly explained. Free Shipping and Same Day Shipping also helped Big River
Packaging stand out and contributed to the company getting off the ground. In discussing
Big River Packaging's continued success, Simpson discussed how they treat all of their
customers, no matter what size of the company or what volume they do with BRP. "People
like it when companies listen to them. I mean like really listen and act. And word of mouth
is the best advertising." Big River Packaging serves over 300,000 customers
internationally.
    Just last week, Senator Joni Ernst presented Big River Packaging with a copy of a
Congressional acknowledgment, recognizing the firm as one of her picks for Small
Business of the Week. Big River Packaging is the eighth recipient.
   Thank you, Kip, and we wish you and Big River Packaging success for years to come!

   Kip Simpson with Big River Packaging
spoke to us on Monday and delighted us
with the details of their primary product
-- bakery boxes and other paper board
products, aimed at the bakery market.
All of these products are designed,
manufactured, and shipped right from
their plant, on Lincoln Way.  Big River
Packaging (BRP) was started by Bob

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zv2WKQ8J79Q
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PROGRAMS

GREETER

LOOKING FORWARD...LOOKING FORWARD...



APRIL: MARY SWANSON & MARY BETH SMITH
MAY: ANDY SOKOLOVICH & DOUG HARRIDGE

JUNE: NORLAN HINKE







APRIL: ANDY SOKOLOVICH

MAY: MARY CONNELL & DALE DALTON
JUNE: JILL O'NEILL




PROGRAM CHAIRS

FELLOWSHIP CHAIRS

INVOCATION
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April 17: April 17: Gretchen Nollman, assistant Governor ofGretchen Nollman, assistant Governor of
district 6000district 6000   
April 24: April 24: chris Streets will discuss the Clinton Areachris Streets will discuss the Clinton Area
Showboat Theatre.Showboat Theatre.   
May 01:May 01:  Kimberly Dickey of Rock Creek Solar, LLC, will Kimberly Dickey of Rock Creek Solar, LLC, will
share information about the Rock Creek Solar Project inshare information about the Rock Creek Solar Project in
Camanche, IA.Camanche, IA.



April 17: Andy Fergurson

April 24: Gary Foster







April 17: Norlan Hinke
April 24: Paul Holmer




APRIL
BIRTHDAYS:

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES:

Dee Willoughby 
39 years; Apr 01 1984 

Christie Collins 
6 years; Apr 03 2017

 Dennis Lauver 
24 years; Apr 04 1999 

Paul Holmer 
18 years; Apr 06 2005 

Ryan Veenstra 
12 years; Apr 11 2011

Julie Eggers 
6 years ; Apr 17 2017 

Ryan Grekoff 
1 year; Apr 18 2022 

Sabrina Lippens 
1 year; Apr 18 2022 

Rich Klahn 
12 years; Apr 18 2011 

Kathy Forrest 
7 years; Apr 18 2016

Norlan Hinke 
19 years; Apr 19 2004 

Christopher Farwell 
26 years; Apr 21 1997 

Mike Kroemer 
10 years; Apr 22 2013 

Lynn McGraw 
15 years; Apr 28 2008 

Jennifer Graf 
15 years; Apr 28 2008

CelebrationsCelebrations
Ron Gutierrez 
Sue Watkins
Ryan Veenstra 
David Pillers
Chris Farwell 
Joe Brown
Kathy Forrest

April 04
April 04
April 09
April 12 
April 18 
April 23
April 27
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Andrew Kida: President
Braydon Roberts: President-Elect
Dale Dalton: Treasurer
SUSIE MESECHER: Secretary
Carrie Donaire
cheryl frey
Rod Tokheim
JILL O'NEILL
Christie Collins: Past President
Andy Fergurson: Foundation

Gary Foster*: President
Mark Rutenbeck*: Vice-President
John Frey*: Secretary
Dale Dalton*: Treasurer

Jim Bruhn*
Kathy Forrest
Jennifer Graf*

Rotary Board of Directors for 2022-2023

Rotary Foundation Board of Directors for 2022-2023:

Directors
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FOUNDATION MINUTE

Kathy Klahn*
Lynn McGraw
Brian Wright*




R.I. ADMINR.I. ADMIN

Week 2 of RI’s Month of Maternal & Child Health.
 

Gifts of any size to TRF support educational, humanitarian
and cultural programs and projects throughout the
world. Rotarians and Rotary clubs the world over
contribute to the Foundation to support Rotary’s areas of
focus, which help advance world understanding, goodwill,
and peace through the improvement of health, the support
of education, and the alleviation of poverty.
 
A few weeks ago, the Rotary Club of Paducah (KY)
recognized one of its members for donating $250,000 to TRF.
Addressing his fellow Rotarians at the ceremony, the
donor, John Williams, Sr., enjoined members to be generous
in their contribution. In an online report by Audrey
Holmes and Nikki Boyett, Rotarian Williams stated that his
“… hope and  encouragement to you is wherever you are in
your support for the Rotary Foundation, at whatever
level that might be, consider moving to the next level. It's
an outstanding program to support…" 
 
Williams has been a member of the Rotary Club since
March of 1971. The donation makes him the first member of
the Rotary Club of Paducah to qualify for the Arch Klumph
Society, which recognizes the Rotary Foundation's highest
tier of donors.

IN Rotary,

Olabisi Gwamna, Club Secretary
Mount Pleasant Rotary,
Editor, Foundation Minute


