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CLUBCLUBCLUB
UPDATESUPDATESUPDATES

If You Read Nothing 
Else...Read this!Oct 22: Virtual One

Rotary Summit 

Oct 24: World Polio Day
Oct 26: Michelle Cullen
on COVID/ Flu update
Nov 02: Gary Dolphin
"Voice of the Hawkeyes."
Nov 09: Chris Knapp
"District 6000
Foundation Chairperson"

Phil Barger has moved closer
to his family and is living in
Assisted Living/Hospice
Care. 

If you'd like to reach out to
Phil, his address is below:

3600 Fulton St. E, 
Grand Rapids, MI
49546.
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Key Dates

Click this link to join on
October 22, no preregistration

is needed.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88580364476#success


Check out below on how
you can become a

sponsor! 
Thank You to Our Sponsors!Thank You to Our Sponsors!Thank You to Our Sponsors!
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MAGIC IN THE NIGHT SPONSORMAGIC IN THE NIGHT SPONSOR
DAVE SIVRIGHT

BOO CREW SPONSORSBOO CREW SPONSORS
730 ENTERPRISES LLC
Residential and Commercial

Inspections

SHANNON AND JEFF
SANDER-WELZIEN

DALE AND BOBBIE
DALTON

SENATOR CHRIS
COURNOYER

JOHN AND CHERYL
FREY

BRIAN  AND KELLY
WRIGHT

MARK AND DENISE
RUTENBECK

RON 
MCGAUVRAN

CHRISTIE COLLINS

HOCUS POCUS SPONSORSHOCUS POCUS SPONSORS

GARY 
FOSTER

MARY SWANSON 
Howes and Jefferies

PAUL AND CHRIS
HOLMER

GARY AND KATHY
DELACY

BROWN STREET INN
Mark L. Ruggeeberg

FRIENDS OF BOO BASHFRIENDS OF BOO BASH
PATTI 
STARK

DOUG 
BERTRAND

MEDIA DONATIONMEDIA DONATION



 she was in a car accident in Colorado. Due to the severity of the accident,
she lost her left leg just below the knee and has to wear a prosthetic. While
Cole had physically recovered from the accident, the loss of her leg changed
her life and how other people saw her. Suddenly, no one wanted to dance
with her. Cole decided, more out of spite, to give people something to look
at. She made a prosthetic cover and decorated it with LED lighting. Her leg
resembled a disco ball and Cole stated, “Suddenly, that was such an
incredible change in how people responded to my prosthetic. It was just a
silly little thing...it was just this really cool shift in the way other people were
treating my prosthetic and then on the other side of that coin, the way I was
perceiving my own prosthetic. It made it easier for me to get up and put it on
in the morning when I had something fun that kind of made it fun.”        
   Eventually, Cole entered a pitch competition through the University of
Iowa and won. She had so much support for the idea of this business, she
couldn’t turn away from it. Cole turned down her dream job in New Mexico
and going to grad school to pursue her business.

THE WEEKLYTHE WEEKLYTHE WEEKLY
ROUND-UPROUND-UPROUND-UP

    We had the most wonderful
opportunity to meet with Erica
Cole on Monday. Cole told us
about her life at the University of
Iowa - she was physically active, a
ballroom dancer, and a Chemistry
major. She even published an
article in "Elsevier" journal and
landed her dream job in Los
Alamos New Mexico at Los Alamos
National Lab. Tragedy struck when
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GUESTS:

FELLOWSHIP FINES:
WEEKLY STATS

Current Members: 80
Membership Goal: 80

ATTENDANCE:

Oct 19: $25
YTD: $1716

Online: 24
Guests: 6

Total for Oct 19: 30

MEMBERSHIP:

YTD: 50

BIRTHDAYS:

Julie Eggers              Oct 01
Ron McGauvran        Oct 04
Patti Stark                Oct 08
Doug Bertrand          Oct 12
Keith Hook                Oct 22
G. Wylie Pillers        Oct 29

Darren Hands: Rotarian,
G/O Jill O'Neill
Peter Reid: Rotarian,
G/O Darren Hands, Jill
O'Neill
Dominica Pradere:
Rotarian, G/O Darren
Hands, Jill O'Neill
Erica Cole: Speaker,
G/O Jill O'Neill
Madison Anglese:
Student at Prince of
Peace
Sophie Griffin: Student
at Prince of Peace

   Fast-forward a few months and Cole started to
3D Print prosthetic covers. Cole started to get
more involved with the entrepreneurial side of
business through John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial
Center at the University of Iowa. “One day, I sewed
a hidden zipper in a pair of pants that had...I sewed
an invisible zipper into my jeans and it allowed me
to wear pants that I haven't worn in a year-and-a-
half and there's so much power in that moment.
You'll see a theme here is just like such simple
things make such a huge difference. Because they
are small, but they add up over time.”  Continued...



young entrepreneurs. They were also
featured in USA Today and what Cole says is
the greatest thing they've accomplished has
been the Target incubator program. They
added an advisor, Mindy Scheier to their
team and she designed the Tommy Hilfiger
line for adaptive clothing. Scheier is the
founder of Runway of dreams and because of
that, they will be having a New York Fashion
Week show in 2021!

  If you want contact Erica, please email her
at erica@no-limbits.com. You can read more
about Erica and her journey HERE and you
can watch our meeting online 
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HERE.

Left is the original "LED" cover Cole made.  On the right is the
lightest-weight the most durable and most affordable prosthetic
cover on the market to date.

    There are 2 million amputees in the United States today and
an additional 200,000 people face amputation every year and
those numbers are projected to double by the year 2050. This
is actually just a small window into a much larger problem.
Over 14 million people need adaptive clothing. “This problem is
much larger than we initially thought. Vogue Business even
recognized the need for adaptive clothing, citing it as worth
about $400 billion by the year 2026,” stated Cole.  "So we
decided we were going to pave the way."
    That’s when Cole created “No-Limbits,” which is adaptive clothing brands made by adaptive people. “We
emphasized co-creation so we're not designing for people, we're designing with people with disabilities and that
allows us to make something that works for them.” Cole showed us their first product line, which is adaptive
pants for amputees. “They're created with a special fit so that it fits around the extra bulk of a prosthesis. They
have those hidden zippers I was talking about earlier to make it easier to dress and undress -- that's important
because a prosthesis is stuck at a 90 degree angle at the ankle. A lot of amputees don't change their shoes very
often, so it makes it really hard to get a pant leg on and off that.”

THE WEEKLY ROUND-UP,THE WEEKLY ROUND-UP,THE WEEKLY ROUND-UP,
CONTINUEDCONTINUEDCONTINUED
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   Cole and partner Bryan Williams continued to look at ways to help people
overcome barriers. “Prosthetics are made out of carbon fiber which really slices
through traditional materials very quickly, so we make sure that all of our
garments are made to withstand those carbon fiber parts.” Another change that
they found was for people in wheelchairs. The back pockets on pants can cause
bed sores, so they need really soft material on their back. Cole has been
focusing on creating clothing that helps the person wearing it get back as much
independence as possible.
   No-Limbits has had a great deal of success already -- they’ve were finalists in
the Baylor University competition where Cole is a future Founders fellow for  

https://now.uiowa.edu/2019/05/tragedy-comes-business-opportunity
https://youtu.be/MAA3mpEh9g0


Oct 26: Michelle Cullen on COVID/Flu update

Christmas Program: Doug
Bertrand
Community Service: Idell Klein
Dictionaries Committee: *John
Frey
Fellowship/Program Sign-up:
Doug Bertrand, *Brian Wright
Financial Committee: *Dale Dalton
Foundation: Mark Rutenbeck
Fundraiser Committee: Jill O'Neill
and Nicole Hinman
Grants Chair: Jill O'Neill
Homerun Readers: *Brian Wright 
Interact: Peggy Sellnau
International Service: Christie
Collins
Josh the Otter Water Safety
Committee: *Rich Klahn 
Kicks for Kids: Sue Watkins
Lumberkings Event
Committee: *Dale Dalton
Membership: Andrew Kida
Public Relations: Jill O'Neill
Scholarships: Braydon Roberts and
Peggy Sellnau
Showboat Event Committee: David
Sivright
Student Service/ Weekly Student
Guests: Peggy Sellnau
Sunshine: Christie Collins

Susan Mesecher

Tom Determann

Pete Clausen

Paula Schneckloth

Erin Cole

Val Hill

Juliann Bray

Shannon Sander-Welzien

1 year; Oct 01 2019

25 years; Oct 02 1995

29 years; Oct 07 1991

3 years; Oct 09 2017

2 years; Oct 15 2018

17 years; Oct 20 2003

17 years; Oct 27 2003

7 years; Oct 28 2013

 

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
FORWARDFORWARDFORWARD

OCTOBER: ROTARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NOVEMBER: NORLAN HINKE
DECEMBER: CARRIE DONAIRE, DOUG BERTRAND

OCTOBER: 
NORLAN HINKE AND DOUG HARRIDGE

NOVEMBER: 
CHRISTIE COLLINS AND DAVE SIVRIGHT

DECEMBER: 
CARRIE DONAIRE AND DOUG BERTRAND

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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INVOCATION

FELLOWSHIP CHAIRS

PROGRAM CHAIRS

OCTOBERS PROGRAMS

 ANNIVERSARIES:

OCTOBER 26: PAUL HOLMER
NOVEMBER 02: STEVE HOWES
NOVEMBER 09: GREG JASPER
NOVEMBER 16: ANDREW KIDA
NOVEMBER 23: KATHY KLAHN

GREETER ON HOLD DUE TO COVID.

Nov 02: Gary Dolphin "Voice of the Hawkeyes."
Nov 09: Chris Knapp "District 6000 Foundation
Chairperson"
Nov 16: Jason Haglund, Iowa State University
Extension Service Covid 19 - Derecho Recovery
Program



Welcome to Week 3 of October, Rotary International’s Economic and
Community Development Month

In August 2019, Nigeria reached three years without a case of wild poliovirus. A year
later, on the 25th of August 2020, the continent of Africa was declared polio-free. 

October 24 is World Polio Day and many Rotary Clubs are planning special
observations in honor of Rotary International’s immense contribution to the global
effort at combating the crippling disease. Through TRF and matching grants by The
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the poliovirus is on its way to becoming history. 
 Since 1996, Rotarians from across Africa and around the world have raised funds,
immunized children, and promoted vaccinations all aimed at eradicating polio.  More
than 9 billion doses of oral polio vaccine have been provided throughout Africa
preventing almost 2 million cases of paralysis. 

Every year about 2 million volunteers help vaccinate over 430 million children against
polio in Africa. Rotarians all over the world have contributed almost $890 million
toward polio eradication efforts in Africa.  With the Gates matching funds, TRF has
spent a staggering $1.6 billion on polio eradication. The funds have allowed Rotary,
through TRF, to issue PolioPlus grants to fund polio surveillance, transportation,
awareness campaigns, and National Immunization Days. 

Dr. Tunji Funsho, chair of Rotary’s Nigeria PolioPlus Committee and recently honored
by TIME Magazine for his leadership in that nation’s polio eradication effort, noted
the impact that Rotarians have had on polio eradication efforts in Africa. Dr. Funsho
said, “From raising funds and immunizing children, to providing ‘polio plusses,’ such
as soap and health kits, Rotary members have shown resilience and steadfast
dedication to our top priority of ending polio….no child in Africa will ever again be
paralyzed by wild polio, a disease that once disabled 75,000 children every single
year in Africa.” 

“I am from a generation who has witnessed the devastating effects of polio.
When I discovered how close we were to eradicating polio, I was very

motivated to be a part of this movement. It is so rare when you can accomplish
something so spectacular.” (Angelique Kidjo, Beninese Singer-Songwriter).

In Rotary,
Olabisi Gwamna Ph.D, 
Rotary Club of Mt. Pleasant
Foundation Minute Editor

Shannon Sander-Welzien:
President
Christie Collins: President-
President Elect
Andrew Kida: President Elect-
Elect
Braydon Roberts: President Elect-
Elect-Elect
Brian Wright: Past-President
Dale Dalton: Treasurer
Jill O’Neill: Secretary
Idell Klein
Douglas Harridge
Peggy Sellnau
Rod Tokheim
Nicole Hinman

Gary Foster*:President
Mark Rutenbeck*:Vice-President
John Frey*:Secretary
Dale Dalton*: Treasurer

Jim Bruhn*
Kathy Forrest
Jennifer Graf*
Kathy Klahn*
Lynn McGraw
Brian Wright*

Rotary Board of Directors for 
2020-2021:

Rotary Foundation Board of
Directors for 2020-2021:

Directors

A dose of humor,
hopefully to help start

your Rotary week with a
smile. 

Proud to be a Rotarian,
Steve Dakin, District

Governor 2020-21
steve@retiredfun.net

DG'S DAKIN'S FIFTH TEST

FOUNDATION MINUTE
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I got some batteries
that were given out

free of charge.
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The More
You Know...


