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By Samantha Pidde
Herald Staff Writer

CLINTON — In fall 2005, the
Clinton Rotary Club had an
idea to create a playground along
Clinton’s Riverview Drive.

The group voted on creating
Rotary Park Playground at
Riverview Park in August 2007.
And with the help of volunteers
throughout the community, the
club’s $50,000 investment as
well as revenue from grants and
donations, the park became a
reality, reaching completion a few
years later.
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“If we don't invest in our kids, what
do we invest in,” Rotarian Cheryl
Frey asked.

At Rotary Park, that investment
can be seen in many areas. There is
a large activity area that children
can play on, swings and a slide. A
$23,000 climbing stone stands on
one end of the area. The strange
shape offers grips to allow children
to scale its surface. At one time,
the playground was set in sand.
However, a few years ago, Frey and
her husband were visiting an out-
of-town park and saw a soft rubber
surface. She brought the idea back
to the Rotary Club.
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Clinton Rotary President Norlan
Hinke said the current surface,
made out of reused tires, is safer for
children. He added that it is also
much cleaner than sand. The new
surface was installed in June 2010
and in September 2010, benches
on the bike path were replaced.
Rotarian Gary Foster added that
the cost of the new restrooms was
$60,000 and constructing a shelter
cost $40,000.

For the past five years, Rotary has
held an auction event to help pay
for the area parks. Frey said the
auction has grown a little each year.
As people see the work that Rotary
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does for the area, they are more
likely to donate and attend.

“Only with the support of our
Sponsors, auction items donors,
and those who attended our
auctions and purchased items,

we have been able to raise the
funds to support our Parks For
Children projects for the past five
years.“ Rotarian Francie Hill said.
“These joint efforts have given our
community’s girls and boys safe,
maintenance-free playgrounds that
might not have been possible to
fund with city tax dollars.”

Foster and Hinke agreed that a
big supporter of the playground
projects is the city. Parks
Superintendent Tom Krogman

has worked with the organization

to create Rotary Park. Foster was
thankful for all the labor that the
parks department provided for the
project. i
“I think we ended up with the best
playground in Clinton downin
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Left: Violet Jurgerson, 14 months, enjoys the
playground at Rotary Park by Riverview Drive.
Right: Chase (left) and Dasie (far right) Jurg-
erson push their 14-month-old twins, Violet
(center left) and Levi, (center right) on the
swings at Rotary Park by Riverview Drive.
Photos by Samantha Pidde

Riverview Park,” Krogman said.
Mary Swanson, from Rotary, said
many area day cares and programs
use Rotary park. YWCA Youth
Director Jana Linville brings the
children to the park in the summer.
She said the summer campers are
fortunate to have access to the
facilities at the park. .
“The equipment is amazing, the
facilities are well maintained,

and it’s one of our favorite
destinations,” Linville said.

Many families even travel to
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Below: Rotarians Norlan Hinke (left), Mary
Swanson, Gary Foster and Cheryl Frey look

~ out over Rotary Park from atop the large play- |

ground structure. -
Photos by Samantha Pidde
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Above: This graphic shows what the new
playground at Emma Young Park will look like.
The playground was set to be installed this

spring as weather allowed.
Photos by Samantha Pidde

Clinton for its great parks.
Swanson sees a lot of families
during the weekends. In late April,
Dasie and Chase Jurgerson were
visiting family in Clinton for a
few weeks. They brought their
14-month-old twins, Levi and
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Violet to the park. Violet really
enjoyed playing on the swings.
Now the club is turning its
attention to other areas in Clinton
that could benefit from a park.
With the work at Rotary park
complete, the club has moved on
to plans for Emma Young Park.
Krogman has commented
previously that once there was an
old wooden structure at the park.
However, that equipment has long
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since rotted away and was taken
down. At the time, the equipment
was not replaced due to the nice

School. With the school gone,
Krogman said the area needs a
playground.

'The club has been able to afford
the new equipment with grants,
including a $50,000 Clinton
County Development Association
grant. Rotary also was able to put
in $25,000 from what it raised last
year.

Kompan saleswoman Vibeke
Larson visited the Rotary Club

in February to show the group
just what kind of playground the
Emma Young Park will feature.
The proposed playground will
includes Kompan’s Gym 2, best
for children ages 2 to 5. This unit
features a rock climbing wall,
slides and a climbing net. The
gym also has a play counter, and a
basin, binoculars, megaphone and
hammock also are offered. Swings
and spinner bowls will also be
featured in the park, as well as a zip
line.

The equipment has been ordered
by Krogman and will be installed
this spring or summer as weather
allows. After the Emma Young
playground is complete, Rotary
hopes to turn its attention to

Hinke was amazed by the great
deal of study that goes into
choosing playground equipment.
Frey said she now understands
that playgrounds not only allow
children to play, but also help
children develop. |
“I think it just proves that if you
have a vision, look what you can
do,” Frey said of the Rotary Club
and community’s work. l
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playground at Harding Elementary

Rainbow Park near Garfield Street.
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