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New RYLA engages Rotary, changes lives ...

'The most significant program change
we have provided for youth in 52 years’

By PDG Gary Welch/Ankeny
RYLA Co-chair

It was not a conference, event or lectures; it was an “experience.” There is no doubt that the value of RYLA for
your student is worth every penny your club invested. For those clubs that sent students, be sure to schedule a
student RYLA presentation!

This year’s RYLA was held at Wartburg College July 7-12 with 112 students from around Iowa. I can say
without a doubt that this new program is the most significant program change that District 6000 has provided
to youth in the last 52 years, when the Youth Exchange program began. The events are 90 percent experien-
tial, to develop skill, i.e.: self-confidence, communication skills, and fundamentals of posi- tive leadership,
conflict management and elements of citizenship. It was amazing to watch the young people develop team-
building skills and gain self-confidence. What was the most amazing was to watch them discover their abilities
and begin the process of “self discovery.” The purpose of the conference was to kick them out of their com-
fort zone so they could learn that they are capable of an thing they choose.

It is difficult to put into words the experience that these young people went through, watching them grow and
develop before your eyes. Therefore, I am going to let the students speak for themselves. The young men and
women shared their reflections, of which I am sharing just a few with you (see below left).

The young people have taken what they experienced at RYLA and are applying it to everyday life because it is
something that made a significant impact on their lives. I have talked with several parents and they were
amazed and pleased at the positive impact that the RYLA week had on their sons and daughters in such short
time.

A major surprise was how it affected me, as a Rotary Volunteer. As I watched, in amazement, they went
from individual students to confident young adults before my very eyes, it touched my heart in a way that is
hard to describe. The love and support that they
provided for each other was beyond words. They became more confi- dent, willing to take risks, and work as a
team. They began the path of self-discovery that they could ac- complish anything they chose, that asa person
they were OK —flawed,
but OK! It opens the youth to their possibilities in a way that they have never experienced before.

If you believe in your youth and want to have a major impact on their lives, then your students deserve and
need RYLA. If your club does not send students to RYLA, you are cheating them out of an experience of a
lifetime that will truly impact them far into their future.

By “Engaging Rotary” (RYLA) we HAVE “changed lives”!



v~ RYLAstudent’s
- generosity leads to
- four-year scholarship

N at Wartburg

Cody Birely gave all the money
he had to provide mosquito nets
and save the lives of children in
Africa ...

... and Simon Estes was so

D Y\, touched that he will arrange for a
four-year scholarship for Cody to

study music at Wartburg.
By PDG Bill Tubbs/North Scott Press

The act of generosity was something Cody Birely had to do, he said, and he did it with no expectation of anything in return.

When world-class opera singer and humanitarian Simon Estes said that children in Africa would die without mosquito nets, Co-
dy gave everything he had: 34 dollars and 16 cents.

“I just felt moved,” said Cody. “All my cousins are younger than me and to picture any one of them in that spot, I would do any-
thing to keep them basically from dying. After Simon spoke, I feltit upon my heart to give him everything I’ve got because there are
people who have it a lot worse than me.”

Cody’s gift was life-changing in ways he never expected. The next morning at breakfast, Loring Miller, who was a Rotary Volunteer
at the week-long Rotary Youth Leadership Awards conference at Wartburg College, said Simon wanted to speak to him. Estes, the
Towa native who is a distinguished professor at Wart- burg, told the North Scott High School senior that a full scholarship would be
waiting for him if he enrolled at Wartburg. “Simon, he’s such a great guy. He’s one of a kind,” said Cody, in an interview with The
North Scott Press on Aug. 22.

The feelings are mutual. “He (Cody) displayed a humanity and a beautiful heart for those children in Africa. I can’t tell you how much
I admire that young man,” Estes said in an interview on Aug. 26. “I related that to a passage in the Bible (the parable of the “Widow
and the Mite”) of the woman who gave everything she had.” The gift made such an impression with Estes that he said he re-
membered the 16 cents more than the 34 dollars. When Estes learned that Birely's family had a financial setback and that he has
maintained excellent grades, he commented, “I’'m sure we will be able to give him a really good scholarship. I will see that he gets
one.” Cody said he’s already been accepted at Wartburg. He will be enrolled in the School of Music where he will major in
music therapy and music education. He is a pianist who took lessons for five years and played on his own and sight-read for seven
years. He plays percussion and piano for North Scott’s award-winning Jazz Band and played piano at meetings of the Rotary
Club of North Scott that he attended as a Junior Rotarian, and which sponsored his scholarship for RYLA.

“I love the piano,” he said, and he fearlessly offered to play for Simon Estes. “I told him if you ever need an accompanist, feel free
to call. Wouldn’t that be awesome!”

Cody said the RYLA experience was vastly different from the one-day RYLA he attended the previous year. It was such an ex-
traordinarily positive experience that he wants to go back next year as a counselor.

The week was exceptional, he said, because leaders like Rotary Past District Governor Gary Welch, a retired educator who lives in
Ankeny, planned activities that let the 112 RYLA students explore their deepest feelings in a safe environment.

Cody commented, “I thought it would be where you sit in a lecture hall and take notes for eight hours, but this conference was
not that. It was getting you out of your comfort zone and being yourself. You were willing to throw everything out there that
you had and not be judged. Those eleven people in your team know as much about you than your friends back home. My team
members that I was with only six days, I'm as close to them than my friends I’ve gone to school with all the years. I could write a
novel about what goes on at RYLA. Personally, I loved this week-long thing.” Welch, who attended RYLA in Colorado to bring
ideas to the new two-district RYLA when the Rotary Club of West Des Moines decided not to continue sponsoring the one-day RYLA,
was pleased with the result.

“It was an amazing week,” Welch said.” You could see the kids grow right before your very eyes.”

You'll find no arguments about that from Cody Birely and the students from across Iowa in Districts 6000 and 5970. For them,
Rotary was engaged and their lives were changed.
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Make ups available at nearby Rotary Clubs

Monday, Noon ........cccceevuveeennen. Clinton, Rastrelli’s Restaurant, Lyons
Monday, Noon................... Davenport Outing Club, 2109 N. Brady St.
Monday, 12:10 pm......... Muscatine, Hotel Muscatine 101 W. Miss Dr
Monday, 12:15 pm................ Moline, Christ The King Catholic Church
Monday, 6:00 pm.......... Quad Cities lllinois, Hy Vee 42nd Ave, Moline
Tuesday, 7:15 am..... River Cities, Brothers Restaurant, Rapids City, IL
Tuesday, NOON.....ccccvveeeciieeeire e, Rock Island, QC Botanical Center

Wednesday NOON........c.ceevuveirnieiiniieeees Bettendorf, Fortune Garden
Wednesday, Noon Tipton, Cedar Lanes Red Pin Lounge
Wednesday, 4:30 pm .... Ridgecrest, 4134 Northwest Blvd, Davenport

Wednesday 5:00 pm ......cccccveeennneen. Davenport Mini-Meet at Lunardi’s
Thursday, 7:00 am................ lowa Quad Cities, The Lodge, Bettendorf
Thursday, 12:15 pm ...... East Moline, Christ United Methodist Church
Thursday, NOON......cccevvveeicieecieeeeiee, Milan, Pinnacle Country Club
Friday Noon........cccevveeennnen. North Scott, Steeplegate Inn, Davenport.
NORTH SCOTT ROTARY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday, September 27: Program: Cody Birely: North
Scott High School Senior: Report on Rotary Youth Leader-
ship camp attended in July. PDG Gary Welch, RYLA co-
leader also present. Pie & Sweet Treat Auction by John
Maxwell.

Saturday, September 28: Special Olympics; Noon-5
P.M. Bocce Tournament at The River’s Edge (inside soccer
arena). Volunteers needed.

Friday, October 4: Membership Meeting. Charlie Jones
in charge. October birthdays celebrated. 50/50 Auction raf-
fle. Pie & Treat Auction.

Friday, October 4: Special Olympics; East Area Bowling
Tournament at Miller Time Bowling. Times to be an-
nounced. Volunteers needed.

Thursday, October 10: Board meeting. 7 A.M. at the
Steeplegate.

Thursday, October 10: Fall Seminar 5:30 P.M. at the
West Liberty Community Center. All officers, foundation,
membership, youth exchange, grant chairs encouraged to
attend. Light supper included.

Friday, October 11: Regular meeting will be held off site
at Strieter Motors Showroom. We will be celebrating the
clubs 40" birthday. Pie & Treat Auction by John Maxwell.
Wednesday, October 16: 2:00 P.M. Harvest Party at
Cinnamon Ridge Farms, Donahue, IA. Please sign up to
help. Jeremy Kaiser, Chair. Cody Allen, scheduling chair.
Friday, October 18: Program: Live Uncommon with Jim
and Michelle Russell. Scott Case, Host. LAST Pie & Treat
Auction by John Maxwell.

Thursday, October 24: SAVE THE DATE:

Annual Auction at the Starlite Ballroom, Mississippi Valley
Fairgrounds. Babysitting will be available for $5 per child.

Patrick Olsen, Chair. Cody Allen & Becky Bray Co-Chairs.

MAKE UPS TURNED IN

September 13: Lindsay Thul: D6420 District Conference
September 18: Rob White, Dick Cole, Jerry Coussens,
Donn Wilmott: Mini meet at Rustic Ridge

September 18: Rick Dywiak: Mini meet at Ridgecrest
September 19: Scott Case: Rotary EClub

September 24: Merle Anderson: Rotary Club of Rock Island
(gave program)

September Friday afternoons: Paul Seelau & Christine Gar-
row: Interact Club (4)

ASSIGNMENTS

September 27: Set up/tear down: Jim Smith; Greeters: Jerry
Coussens & Dougal Nelson; Song Leader: Jody Johnston-
Mohr; Piano: Cathie Strieter; Invocation: Rev. Rich Pokora;
Sergeant: Cody Allen

October 4: Set up/tear down: Don Brandt; Greeters: Roger
Ambhof & Patrick Olsen; Song Leader: Jody Johnston-Mohr;
Piano: TBA; Invocation: Steve Powell; Sergeant: Eric Lan-
gan

October 11: Set up/tear down: Jerry Coussens; Greeters:
Mike Auliff & Leroy Paustian; Invocation: Paul Holzworth;
Sergeant: John Maxwell (Off site @ Strieter Motors - no mu-
sic)

October 18: Set up/tear down: Rick Dywiak; Greeters: Josh
Cobie & Rev. Rich Pokora; Song Leader: Angela Reese;
Piano: TBA; Invocation: Scott Case; Sergeant: Margo Mcln-
nis

FIRST SWEET SALE SUCCESSFUL!!!

Thank you to Linda Paustian for arranging the items, to
John Maxwell for selling them and to the buyers and bakers
listed below. Total raised this week was $475 for our auc-
tion.

Don Brandt — Apple Crumb pie made by Marcia Brandt

Dr. Brad Burt — Banana Snack Cake made by Linda Pausti-
an

Steve Suiter — Chocolate pecan brownies made by Paul and
Marguerite Holzworth

Eric Langan — M & M cookies made by Deb Peterson

Margo Mclnnis — M & M cookies made by Deb Peterson

Each Friday, previous to October 24, an assortment of
baked goods will be available. Be sure to come and bid on
your favorite. If you would like to bake something to sell,
call Linda Paustian at 391-5149 (home) or 940-7129 (cell).

Linda will also be organizing a “pie baking contest” for Octo-
ber 24, the afternoon of the auction. Details will be availa-
ble soon.
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LAST WEEK

LAST MEETING — September 20, 2013 — Reports on Moldovan Vita-Lact Coop

Merle Anderson, Vasile and Oleg from Moldova were proud to report on their success with the Vita-Lact
Coop that Merle helped them start in 2001, on his first visit representing Rotary Volunteers. Moldova is
about the size and shape of Indiana. It has excellent soil and grows a lot of grapes, for wine. The population
is 3.6 million people.

At the beginning of the Coop, milk was delivered to a central place in a milk can and transferred into anoth-
er milk can. No refrigeration was present. Now the coop has grown and expanded to 400 members and
they have a refrigerated truck to pick up the product.

65 attended on Friday including guest Rotarians Todd Ashby from the Bettendorf Club and Carl Zurberg
from the Davenport club. Other guests were Cara Joiner, guest of Lindsay Thul and Reid Blanche, guest of
Bill Tubbs. Bill was the sergeant and collected $53 in fines. Teresa Paper gave $30 to the Foundation in hon-
or of her daughter who has received a promotion with ADM and moved to Nebraska.

Patrick gave an auction report and encouraged members to take some post cards and invite your friends.
Two lowa football tickets have been donated by Olsen Financial and a ride to the game on the Hawkeye Ex-
press (aka Rob’s bus) go along with them. Jeff Helms currently has the high bid at $250.

The 4 Way Test
Of the things we THINK SAY or DO
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

el




North Scott Rotary
Auction Donation 2013

Auction Item (How would you like it listed in the auction booklet)

Item Description (please be specific, contents or details the buyer would like to know)

Procured By:

Donated By:

Item Cost Estimate

Is there any other item that goes with this package? No Yes
What else goes with this?

Complete Item is present?
Yes
No, I will bring the day of the auction (only perishable items)
Other

North Scott Rotary
Auction Donation 2013

Auction Item (How would you like it listed in the auction booklet)

Item Description (please be specific, contents or details the buyer would like to know)

Procured By:

Donated By:

Item Cost Estimate

Is there any other item that goes with this package? No Yes
What else goes with this?

Complete Item is present?
Yes
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