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Founder, Soles for Children, Inc.
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Erwin King: Soles for Children
Friday, we'll hear from a man who saw 
a need and founded an organization to 
meet that need. Rotarian Dr. William 
Hoover raised awareness of Soles for 
Children for North Scott Rotary, and Rich-
ard Horst arranged this program.

Erwin King started Soles for Children, 
Inc. because he saw children going to 
school with holes in their shoes, which 
led to bullying. He wanted to help these 
children have better self-esteem and 
wanted to make sure that the children 
had new shoes, warm coats for the winter 
and haircuts for school. 

In 2016, he began Soles for Children, Inc., 
by collecting 200 pairs of shoes with the 
help of two sponsors: Spans Pest Con-
trol from Eldridge, and Scotts Painting 
and Decorating from Rock Island. At the 
event, in which 300 pairs of shoes were 
distributed, he saw the smiles on the chil-
dren’s faces and realized that he needed 
to make this an annual event. 

Over the past eight years, Erwin has 
worked diligently to provide children in 
need with not only shoes, but also coats, 
mittens, hats, and free haircuts. The 
event was so successful and reached 
so many children that two events were 
scheduled for several years – one at the 
Martin Luther King Center in Rock Island 
and one at the Friendly House in Daven-
port. In 2023, he served 750 children and 
plans to serve 1,000 in 2024. Due to both 
the need and success of the program, 
over 56 Quad Cities’ businesses are work-

ing to support and donate funds, coats, 
shoes or provide other assistance to the 
program.

Even though he had serious health issues, 
Erwin continued to secure donations and 
sponsorships. He was diagnosed with a 
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Sunday, July 14-Friday, July 19: Iowa RYLA (Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards) conference at Grinnell College. 
Thursday, July 18, is Rotarian visitor day. 

Friday, July 19: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, Ervin King 
with Soles for Children will be our speaker, arranged by 
Richard Horst.

Thursday, July 25: Annual North Scott Rotary Corn Boil 
at Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, July 26: No meeting at Steeplegate, canceled due 
to Corn Boil.

Friday, Aug. 2: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, Report 
from RYLA students (tentative).

Friday, Aug. 9: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, program 
TBA, Tony Knobbe.

Friday, Aug. 16: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, program 
TBA, Scott Case.

Friday, Aug. 23: Board meeting, 10:00. Official Visit of Dis-
trict Governor 2024-25 Dave Cook of Boone, and Lisa.

Friday, Aug. 30: No meeting, Labor Day weekend.
Friday, Sept. 6: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, program 

TBA, Chris Cournoyer.
Friday, Sept. 13: Walt Fahrenkrog Memorial Golf Outing 

at Glynns' Creek Golf Course.
Friday, Sept. 20: Board of Directors, 10:45, Steeplegate.
Friday, Sept. 20: North Scott Rotarian Merle Anderson 

will present an update of our international project, 
support for the Imbabaze Centre for Women & Children 
in Kisoro, Uganda.

Friday, Sept. 27: Noon luncheon at Steeplegate Inn, program 
TBA, Marcia Brandt.

Tuesday, Oct. 22: Rotary clubs of the Quad Cities observe 
World Polio Day at an evening dinner and program at 
the Quad City Botanical Center, Rock Island. 

Friday, Nov. 15: District 6000 "Magic of Giving Gala" 
 at the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates, 100 Locust 
Street, Des Moines. An evening celebration of The 
Rotary Foundation with special speakers and awards.

Friday, Nov. 22: North Scott Rotary Auction, at Rhythm 
City Casino. Davenport.

CALENDAR
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rare disease that occurs in one out of two million people 
– Stiff Person Syndrome. It attacks all the muscles in 
the body and makes movement extremely difficult and 
painful. Seeing the smiles on the faces of the children, 
however, continued to motivate him to keep going and 
not give up. He filed and received a 501c3, which enabled 
him to file for grants to assist with funding for the Soles 
for Children, Inc. Annual Event. The 2023 event was very 
successful, reaching over 750 children and helping over 
560 families, as well as feeding over 1,000 people. Ad-
ditionally, 22 volunteers provided help with the event.

Erwin King was honored by Servpro and TV6 as the 
Hometown Hero for his service to children in the Quad 
Cities. Sarah Joehlin, who nominated King, said, “It was 
so obvious and so evident to me that he has a very kind 
heart and a very generous soul. He has risen out of his 
own adversity and did not look within himself; he looked 
outside himself. He saw a need for children and he pro-
vided for that need and to me that’s what a Hometown 
Hero is all about. My hope in sharing Erwin’s story is that 
someone out there would be able to provide him a brick 
and mortar that would come alongside Erwin and provide 
him office space and storage space for all of his goods, 
to provide him office space so that he can broaden his 
horizons.” 

Note: He is still looking for future sponsors and donations 
so no child goes without.

PROGRAM, continued from page 1

Greeters: Roger Amhof and Steve Suiter
Reflection: Tony Knobbe
Piano: Tewanta Lopez
Song Leader: Jody Johnston-Mohr
Sergeant: Ross Paustian

Rotary Corn Boil is Thursday, July 25th, at the Mississippi 
Valley Fairgrounds. We are looking for anyone willing to 
make a dessert for the evening. We welcome all types of 
desserts! If you or your spouse is interested, please let 
me know by email or 563-940-3075. � – Anita Wubbena

DESSERTS FOR CORN BOIL
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July 14, 2024: Fifty-nine members and 
nine guests started Greg Schaapveld's 
presidential year with a lot of energy 
at the Steeplegate Inn, including the 
induction of new member Samantha 
Culver (p. 5). Piano music was by 
Terri Wittkowski with Sara Tomas-
son leading singing of "America the 
Beautiful," "Welcome Song" and "R-
O-T-A-R-Y." Becky Bray's reflection 
was inspirtional quotes from Disney's 
"Pocohontas." Guests and Visiting 
Rotarians were introduced by Deanna 
Jensen-Valliere: Duncan Cameron (Ro-
tary Club of Naples, FL), Steve Suiter 
(Rotary Club of Marco Island noon, 
FL), Venna Wulferuhle (Rotary Club of 
Bettendorf), Angela Boelens (Rotary 
Club of Iowa Quad Cities  and her 
son, John), Addison Eckhardt (guest 
of Paul Kalainoff and Marcia Brandt), 
Alex Landphair (guest of Rev. Rich 
Pokora), Jakob Boley (guest of Sean 
Eckhardt), and Amy Thompson (guest 
of Katie White and Bill Tubbs). Attend-
ing by Zoom were Jan Touney and 
Sara Somsky.

New Member 

Samantha Culver, the new Scott 
County ISU Extension Education di-
rector, was inducted as our newest 
member, sponsored by Becky Bray. 
(Photo and introduction on p. 5)

Announcements

President Greg Schaapveld recog-
nized July birthdays and asked those 
who have not filled out a Committee 
Interest sheet to do so.

Danielle Hines invited one and all to 
be part of our float in tomorrow's 
Eldridge Summer Festival Parade 
(photo, p. 6), and Deb Peterson asked 
for help at the Moonlight Chase wa-
ter stop Saturday night at the Tubbs 
residence at 302 S. 8th St., Eldridge 
(photo, p. 6). 

Carrie Keppy thanked volunteers 
who helped with "Feed our Children" 

JULY 14: ANGELA BOELENS, UKRAINIAN REFUGEES, IA NICE

PROGRAM/continued from p. 1

Sixty-eight at first meeting of 2024-25

yesterday at Faith Lutheran Church 
(photos, p. 7). 

Corn Boil: Our big social will be at the 
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds in two 
weeks (July 25), and organizer John 
Maxwell passed out a sheet naming 
volunteers in the various sub-com-
mittes (p. 9). Signups of members and 
guests are needed, as well. A signup 
sheet is on p. 8, and reservations are 
needed by Monday, July 22. Sara To-
masson said to tell John if you are able 
to help with kids' activities.

Jeff Ashcraft said Empowering Abili-
ties kicked off construction yesterday 
on Rotary's Impact Grant project, an 
outdoor activity zone at the residen-
tial facility on North Pine Street. He 
expects work to be completed within 
a week. 

Paul Kalainoff said our inbound Rotary 
Youth Exchange student, Jorquera 

Sofia Antonia Muñoz, from Chile, re-
ceived her visa and will be here Aug. 
14-15. Sean and Stephanie Eckhardt 
will be home hosts, and Marcia Brandt 
will be her counselor. 

Merle Anderson said volunteers at 
the John Deere Classic had a good 
time. "It was a big event and they did 
a great job!"

Personals

Past president Steve Suiter, now a 
resident of Florida but in Iowa for the 
summer, thanked Greg Schaapveld 
for his work which makes it posssible 
to join meetings by Zoom. He con-
gratulated Tracy Lindaman and club 
members for last year's successes. 
 
Lori Rochau is proud that her family 
will receive the Heritage Farm desig-
nation for 150 years in the family, at 
the Iowa State Fair Aug. 15. Congratul-
tions, Lori, Scott and family!

Sean Eckhardt invited friends to a 
cigar and bourbon social Wednesday, 
Aug. 7 at 6 p.m. at the Eckhardt home, 
27040 Grandview Ct., Eldridge. "Bring 
a bottle of bourbon, scotch or whiskey 
to share if you want. I will have five 
different tastings available." 

Sergeant-at-Arms Sean Eckhardt 
raised $74 in fun fines, including 
members with birthdays not at the 
birthday table, Chile trivia (world's 
lowest divorce rate, world's driest 
desert), members who did not par-
ticipate in "Feed our Children" or 
Rotary's Eldridge Festival activities, 
Jim Smith's volunteer award at the 
OshKosh Air Show, and Tyler Bindrum 
fighting with trees.  

Program

Bill Tubbs Introduced Angela Boelens, 
the founder of IA NICE, which settles 

Angela Boelens, founder of IA NICE, at 
North Scott Rotary, with her message 
about resettling Ukrainian refugees.



North Scott Rotarian Jim Smith will receive the Volunteer 
of the Year Award at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Wis., on 

Sunday, July 21. The brick awards are 
presented each year to several volun-
teers selected by the EAA Volunteer Ad-
visory Committee and EAA Headquar-
ters. This award honors volunteers who 
have inspired and motivated others, as 
well as those who continue to provide 
the best experience they can at all 
EAA events, including the largest, EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh. At EAA Chapter 75.

NOTES, continued

Rotarians needed 
to mentor refugees!
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Ukrainian refugees in Iowa. Thanks to Jan Touney for 
program notes. 

By Jan Touney
Progress is ongoing in efforts to resettle Ukrainian 

refugees in Iowa, though the founder of the IA NICE orga-
nization said work continues to streamline the process, 
get more volunteers and find new ways to advocate for 
the families who have fled Ukraine as the war with Russia 
continues.

Angela Boelens, founder of IA NICE (Iowa Newcomer 
Integration & Exchange), updated North Scott Rotarians 
on the movement that began just months after Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February 2022. This was the second 
visit to our club.

Boelens, a member of the Iowa Quad-Cities Rotary, 
showed numerous photos of Ukrainian families and indi-
viduals taken overseas in the midst of the fighting.

The slides in her presentation told the story: 
“The lucky ones: Only injured.”
“Many: Lost forever.”
Among those who have helped IA NICE in sponsoring 

families are John and Joan Maxwell, Boelens said.
“They stepped up and helped a family of four that came 

into the United States,” she said. “That family is thriving.”
The Maxwells have since assisted with additional 

refugees.
The Ukrainians sponsored by the organization are clas-

sified as “humanitarian parolees” with no path to citizen-
ship. Once here, they receive work authorizations and 
Social Security numbers. Children qualify for Medicaid, 
she said. 

IA NICE enlists volunteers of experts such as community 
leaders, people in the faith communities, educators and 
health care providers to link the Ukrainians with neces-
sary services and jobs. Family Integration Project plans 
are created for every family.

The organization has no paid staff, nor government 
funding. All help comes from volunteers, which currently 
number around 100.

She told North Scott Rotarians that experts in the 
following areas – salon and cleaning businesses, car de-
tailing, construction/carpentry, accounting/finance and 
insurance – are needed to mentor the refugees in startup 
businesses. 

“If you have an interest in getting involved, let me 
know,” she said. Information on volunteer opportunities 
is available on the group’s Facebook page, IA NICE.

Angela can be contacted at aboelens@ianice.org or 
563-299-7956.

ANGELA BOELENS: IA NICE

From Pat DeLuca, Dear Rotarians: As was mentioned 
in my last update, we met with Dr. O’Donnell. He is the 
Director and Chief Surgeon at the University of Iowa's 
Bladder Cancer Lab and Center.  We received very posi-
tive news in that the specimen from my second surgery 

indicated that the cancer has remained 
in my bladder and has not spread to 
other parts of my body. This means 
that I qualify for a new process in 
which Dr. O’Donnell and his colleagues 
have developed, tested, written about 
in the leading Urological Journals and 
now recommend. This is a two-year 
process which involves chemotherapy 
and numerous newly-developed tests 
to determine the effectiveness of this 
process. I will begin this regiment in 
early August. I want to thank all of 

you for your prayers and kind words of encourage. I am 
most grateful to reside in a country with the best medi-
cal care in the World. p.s. If you know of any awesome 
restaurants in Iowa City, please email me. I have a feel-
ing I will be visiting Iowa City frequently in the next few 
years (LOL!!!).

PERSONALS

Pat DeLuca

Jim Smith

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Items from the July 14 board meeting:

President Greg Schaapveld's application for a District 
6000 Rotary Foundation Community Grant of $5,000 was 
approved for a pollinator project at Project Renewal. We 
will be working Aunt Rhoadies. The $5,000 grant will be 
matched by the club. Watch for details. 

Pat Olsen reported that architects from Shive-Hattery are 
developing renderings for the North Scott Rotary Band-
shell, our 50-year legacy project, at Sheridan Meadows 
Park in Eldridge. 2025 is the target for completion.

The board accepted resignations, with regret, from Tif-
fany Lensch and Josie Cochuyt. Josie said she will keep 
in touch with Rotary and hopes to return in another year.
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NEW MEMBER

WHERE OTHER CLUBS MEET

Monday, Noon.......... Clinton, Rastrelli's Restaurant, Lyons
Monday, Noon......... Davenport, Outing Club, Brady Street
Monday, 12:10....... Muscatine, Rendevouz, 3127  Lucas St.
Monday, 12:15........Moline, Trinity Lutheran, 1313 13th Av.
Monday, 6:00 p.m........ Quad Cities Illinois, HyVee, Moline
Tuesday, Noon... Rock Island, Quad-City Botanical Center
Tuesday, 7:15 p.m..........River Cities, Brothers Restaurant, 

Rapid City, Ill.
Wednesday, Noon..............Bettendorf, Tanglefoot Pavilion
Wednesday, Noon, 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
		  ....................................Tipton, 208 W. Fifth St., Tipton
Wednesday, Noon.........................Maquoketa, Eagle's Club
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m......... North Scott Rotary Mini-Meet, 

Maloney's, Eldridge
Thursday, 7:00 a.m... Iowa Quad Cities, J-Bar, Elmore Ave.
Thursday, 12:15 p.m..East Moline, Christ United Methodist 

Church
Thursday, Noon................................... Milan, Pinnacle Club
Friday, Noon....... North Scott, Steeplegate Inn, Davenport

MAKEUPS/ROTARY ENGAGEMENT

Please turn in makeups to Deb Peterson at: dennis.peter-
son1@gmail.com, or nsrotary@aol.com.

Wednesday, July 10: Jeff Ashcraft & Greg Schaapveld, Quad-
City Presidents meeting.

Wednesdy, July 10: Mini-meet at Maloney's: Merle Anderson, 
Jerry Coussens, Donn Wilmott, Steve Fahrenkrog, Rob 
White, Rev. Rich Pokora, Jason Happel, Tom Messer, Jim 
Smith, Hank Runge, Stephanie Eckhardt. 

Thursday, July 11: Feed our Children at Faith Lutheran Church: 
Dale & Jill Grunwald, Tracy Lindaman, Becky Bray, Theresa 
White, Stephanie Eckhardt, Carrie Keppy, Diane Papke-
Cole, Kim Wilkins, Ardita Grunwald, Deb Peterson, Linda 
Tubbs. AND kids of Rotarians – Addison Eckhardt, Will 
Lindaman, Evan and Christian Keppy. 

Friday, July 12: Board of Directors at Steeplegate: Greg 
Schaapveld, Deanna Jensen-Valliere, Steve Fahrenkrog, 
Ryan Johnson, Deb Peterson, Tracy Lindaman, Stephanie 
Eckhardt, Danielle Hines, Katie White, Theresa White, 
Marcia Brandt, Jill Grunwald, Matt Russ, Jordon Williams, 
Bill Tubbs, Patrick Olsen.

Friday, July 12: Rotary Night at River Bandits. If you went, 
please report to Deb Peterson.

Saturday, July 13: North Scott Rotary float at Eldridge Sum-
mer Festival parade: Deanna Jensen-Valliere; Theresa 
White and Bob and Theresa's grandkids Archie and Ethan; 
Sean, Stephanie and Addison Eckhardt; Danielle, Jake, 
Harrison and Mac Hines; Jill, Rily and Sofia Grunwald; 
Sidora Varner.

Saturday, July 13: Water stop for Moonlight Chase: John & 
Joan Maxwell, Merle & Mary Lou Anderson and grandkids 
Sadie & Austin Karber, Diane & David Cole, Bill & Linda 
Tubbs and grandkids Clara and Ella Olson and Jacob and 
Nora Sleep, Jill Grunwald, Sandy Pistole, Deb Peterson.

By Samantha Culver
I grew up in Kewanee, IL, a small town around one 

hour from here. I attended Wethersfield School District 
and graduated in a class of around 40 students.

Service to others has always been in my background. 
Growing up, I had great examples of community service 
and leadership. There is my grandmother, who was presi-
dent of the Kewanee NAACP Chapter and served on the 
Black Hawk College Board of Trustees; my grandfather 
and his brother, who were Army and Air Force Colonels, 
respectively; and my mother, who has spent her entire 
career as a foster care caseworker and youth counselor.

Because of their influence, I spent my formative years 
volunteering and serving others. I was a member of the 
Student Council and National Honor Society, and I greatly 
valued those experiences and what they taught me.

After high school, I attended St. Ambrose University. 
I received my bachelor’s degrees in psychology and 
theology, and I went on to receive my master’s degree 
in Organizational Leadership.

Even though St. Ambrose is filled with service and 
volunteer opportunities, I found myself moving away 
from that during my college years. I only did the bare 
minimum to get by because I wanted to focus on my 
studies. I thought that I could achieve all I wanted in life 
by only focusing on myself.

Then, while in my graduate program, I learned about 
a concept called servant leadership that changed my 
life. Servant leaders put the needs of others first. A 
servant leader focuses on the growth and well-being of 
the people and the communities to which they belong. 
Through their efforts, they are able to build trust, col-
laboration, growth, and success. Servant leaders don’t 
just exist in the workplace; they exist in all areas of life.

In my current role as Scott County Extension Director, 
I have made an effort to put the needs of others before 
myself and focus on the growth and wellbeing of my staff 
and community. I know that my new role as a Rotarian 
will help me continue to serve my community and act 
as a servant leader.

President Greg Schaapveld, sponsor Becky Bray, new 
member Samantha Culver, past president Tracy Lindaman.

Welcome, Samantha!
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage 
and foster the ideal of service 
as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage 
and foster:

FIRST: The development of ac-
quaintance as an opportunity 
for service;

SECOND: High ethical standards in 
business and professions; the 
recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an opportunity to 
serve society;

THIRD: The application of the ideal 
of service in each Rotarian’s per-
sonal, business, and community 
life;

FOURTH: The advancement of 
international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in 
the ideal of service.

The Four-Way 
Test
(of the things we Think, 
Say or Do)

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all con-

The Object of 
Rotary

ROTARY PRINCIPLES

Club of North Scott

North Scott Rotary float: Deanna Jensen-Valliere, Theresa and Bob White and her 
grandkids, Archie and Ethan, Sean, Stephanie and Addison Eckhardt, Danielle, Jake, 
Harrison and Mac Hines, Jill, Rily and Sofia Grunwald, Sidora Varner. 
� Provided by Danielle Hines

ELDRIDGE SUMMER FESTIVAL, JULY 13

Water station at Tubbs residence, 302 S. 8th St., (l-r): Jill Grunwald, Joan Maxwell, 
Diane Cole, Sandy Pistole, David Cole, Anderson grandchildren Austin and Sadie 
Karber, John Maxwell, Mary Lou and Merle Anderson, Linda Tubbs, Deb Peterson. Not 
pictured: Bill Tubbs, photographer.
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FEED OUR CHILDREN

North Scott Rotarians and friends and family prepared 300 sack lunches for children throughout the North Scott district on 
Thursday, July 16, at Faith Lutheran Church, (l-r): Will Lindaman, Becky Bray, Theresa White and Gracie, Stephanie Eckhardt, 
Darren Keppy, Ardita Grunwald, Evan Keppy, Christian Keppy, Deb Petersn, Carrie Keppy, Dr. Diane Cole, Dale Grunwald, Linda 
Tubbs, Kim Wilkins, Jill Grunwald, Tracy Lindaman.� Provided by Tracy Lindaman

Becky, Dale and Jill preparing sack lunches.
� Photos by Stephanie Eckhardt

Will Lindaman, Diane Cole, Carrie Keppy, Christian Keppy, 
(unidentified), Kim Wilkins at work.

4 Join Leaders  4 Exchange Ideas  4 Take Action
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ROTARIAN NAME

NOTIFY Deb Peterson at 563-570-4185, or email: dennis.peterson1@gmail.com, or nsrotary@aol.com.

CORN BOIL 
SIGNUP SHEET

What: 	 North Scott Rotary Annual Corn Boil
	 Fresh sweet corn, grilled pork chops, salads, vegetables, beer & soft drinks, awesome desserts!

When: 	 Thursday, July 25, 2024 - 5:30 p.m.

Where: 	 Eichelberger Building, Mississippi Valley Fairgronds
	 2815 W. Locust St., Davenport, IA (In case of rain, we will move inside the 4-H Building)

Cost: 	 Full dues members, paid with dues
	 Adult guests: $16; Under 10 Free

Reservations: 	 by Monday, July 22, please

guests
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