
Ragan Baker, Student Success Director for United for Schools, delivered a powerful
presentation rooted in the African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Ragan
leads a team of five site coordinators working in five Title 1 schools across Scott and
Rock Island counties, where 78% of public schools qualify for Title 1 due to high
percentages of low-income students.

United for Schools goes beyond academics, addressing barriers that impact
attendance, behavior, and course performance. Programs like Books &amp; Barbers and
Vision to Learn are just a few of the creative initiatives they’ve launched. One standout
story involved a family unable to get their child to school due to balding tires—
prompting the creation of a school-based automotive initiative to help families with
transportation needs.

The statistics Ragan shared were eye-opening: chronic absenteeism at United for
Schools sites is 38%, compared to just 9% at non-Title 1 schools. Suspension rates are
five times higher, and English Language Arts proficiency is significantly lower. Yet,
progress is being made—one school reduced chronic absenteeism from 37% to 17% in
just one year.

Ragan issued a heartfelt call to action: 
Rotarians can support this work by joining a
coalition team, volunteering with Read United, 
or offering their time in other ways. Site 
coordinators also shared uplifting wins, 
from glow parties to free little libraries. 
To get involved, members can contact 
Ragan at rbaker@unitedwayqc.org.
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Lt. Gov. Chris Cournoyer
                                Chris Gearhart Cournoyer is the 48th Lieutenant Governor of Iowa. Before being         
                               appointed by Governor Kim Reynolds in December of 2024, she represented Clinton,

Jackson, and Scott counties in the Iowa State Senate. First elected in 2018, she chaired the inaugural
Technology committee, from which position she wrote and managed the legislation that made Iowa the

sixth state in the nation to protect consumer data in law.
 

Lieutenant Governor Cournoyer is a former reserve Sheriff’s Deputy in Scott County, an avid local
volunteer,  a proud mother of four, and a fellow North Scott Rotarian. 

UPCOMING PROGRAM‌  ‌

North Scottarian
June 1 1 ,  2025 ‌

FOUNDED IN 1973‌

PROGRAM RECAP‌ ‌

North Scott Rotary - Eldridge and Davenport, IA‌

Ragan Baker, United for Schools



Fri, June 13th: ‌Board Meeting‌ ‌

Fri, June 13th:‌ Lt. Gov. Chris Cournoyer‌

Fri June 20th‌:‌  ‌Jason Gordon Client Development Manager

for Terracon‌

Thurs June 26 : Installation new President; Deanna

Jensen-Valliere at Sheridan Meadows 5:30pm‌ ‌

th

Fri June 27th:‌ No meeting‌ ‌

July 2  - 6 : John Deere Classic. Contact Merle Andersen

to volunteer  

nd th

Fri, July 4th: ‌No meeting (holiday)‌

Fri, July 11‌ :‌ TBA‌th‌

Sat, July 12th:‌ Eldridge Parade in the morning and

Moonlight Chase water stop at night‌  ‌

Fri‌, July 18 : TBAth

Thurs, July 24 : Cornboil at 5:30 p.m. at the Eichelberger

Pavilion, Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds, Davenport 

th

Fri, July 25‌ : No meeting‌th‌

Sun,‌ July 27 – August 1: RYLA held at Grinnell College.

See Paul Kalainoff if you can volunteer.

Fri, August 1 : Hudson Strong Foundation with Jessica and

Kyle McKearney 

st

Fri, August 8 : TBA th

Sat, Aug 9‌ : ‌Rotary Night at the River Bandits‌ ‌th‌
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MEETING RECAP‌ ‌
Attendance on June 6 was 56 members and 8 guests.
Guests were Frank Mitvalsky, Rotary Club of Bettendorf
and Amanda Powell, daughter of Steve Powell visiting
from Michigan. Additional guests were Sasha Grunwald
and the speaker Ragan Baker and 4 of her school team
leaders. Joining on Zoom were Tricia Kane and Matt
Russ. Patrick Olsen collected $22 in fines.

Theresa White gave a reflection on the recent trip to
Rotary International HQ in Evanston, IL. The President
had a list in of 10 reasons to join Rotary, which Theresa
shared. Theresa also shared some Fellowship groups.

Kay Pence, sponsored by Rich Pokora, was officially
inducted into the club. Welcome, Kay!

Danielle Hines reminded the club that the Strawberry
Fest Parade will be held this Sunday in Long Grove.
Meet at the softball fields at 10:45 am. 

Katie White announced that Deanna’s presidential
installation will be held on Thurs, June 26th at 5:30 pm
at Sheridan Meadows. Please sign up in advance. Also
please provide your committee interest forms to Deanna
as soon as possible.

Carrie Keppy and Kim Wilkins asked for volunteers to
help prepare and deliver lunches with the Feed Our
Children initiative in North Scott.

Merle Anderson shared volunteers are needed on July
4th for the JDC. June 10th is the last day to sign up.
Merle also mentioned that there will be upcoming
informational meetings for the trip to Africa.

Frank Mitvalsky from Bettendorf Rotary shared Lobster
Fest will be held Friday, June 13, at the Waterfront
Convention Center, starting at 5:30 pm. Tickets are
available to purchase until Wednesday, June 11.

Pat Olsen asked for volunteers at the Challenger Little
League event Miracle Field on Sat, June 7 at 8:30 am.

Sean Eckhardt invited veterans to a monthly breakfast
held at Cornerstone Baptist Church on Sat, June 7. Sean
also shared that Addison received a full ride scholarship
to play golf at Indian Hills College in Ottumwa! 

Fred Mulch shared that he will be providing rabies
vaccinations (to animals!) at an event soon. 
notes submitted by Sam Culver‌ ‌
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS‌

SONG LEADERS:‌
June 13: Kelly Meyer‌
June 20: Drew Wilson‌

NEWSLETTER:‌ ‌
June 13: Bill Hoover‌ ‌
June 20: Becky Bray‌ ‌

CLUB SERVICE‌

GREETERS:‌
June 13: Pat Olsen & Leroy Paustian‌
June 20: Jody Johnston-Mohr &‌
Terrye Kishiue‌
 ‌

INSPIRATION:‌
June 13: Deanna Jensen-
Valliere‌
June 20: Dick Cole‌

SERGEANT AT ARMS:‌
June 13: Sean Eckhardt‌
June 20: Jim Smith‌
 ‌

PIANO:‌
June 13: Tewanta Lopez
June 20: Marguerite Holzworth

The Four-Way Test‌ ‌
(of the things we Think, Say or Do)‌

 ‌Is it the TRUTH?‌ ‌
 ‌Is it FAIR to all concerned?‌

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?‌
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?‌



North Scott Rotary PO Box 52 Eldridge, IA 52748‌ ‌

If you have something you’d like included in the
newsletter please email Danielle Hines:

DanielleRaeHines@gmail.com‌ ‌

N o r t h S c o t t R o t a r y . o r g ‌ ‌

WELCOME NEW MEMBER‌STRAWBERRY FEST FUN

FUN FRIDAY

This awesome group had a fun time handing
otu sun glasses at the Jr High on the last

Friday of May. Thanks to Jill Grunwald, Fred
Mulch, Deb Petersen, Carrie Keppy, Stephanie

Eckhardt, Sean Eckhardt, Addison Eckhardt
and Tracy Lindaman for helping students start

their day on a positive note! 

We had a fantastic group at the Strawberry Fest parade!
Thank you to all the Rotarians who showed up! In

attendance: 

Tony Knobbe, Katie White, Randy White (and their
whole group), Ryan Johnson, Deanna Jensen Valliere,

Stephanie Eckhardt, Deb Petersen, Danielle Hines, Jake
Hines, Mac & Harrison Hines, Paul Kalianoff and his
wife, Dick Cole, Marty O’Boyle, Heather Wagner, Paul

Thornton, Theresa White, Kelly Meyer, Maria Bribriesco.

Sorry if I missed you! But THANK YOU to everybody who
pitched in to make this a great event!  

 Welcome, Kay! Kay is North Scott Rotary’s newest
member, joining last Friday. She is a retired Union

Representative with years of negotiation
experience bringing people together. She and her
husband, Michael live in rural Eldridge and have 3
adult sons. Kay is a board member with Partners

of Scott County Watersheds and Chair of the Scott
County Democratic Party. Please welcome Kay to

North Scott Rotary.
 

 

SERVICE ABOVE SELF‌

Sasha Grunwald is often
one the the last to leave

the meeting because
she’s busy helping clean

up. What a great
example of Service

Above Self! Way to go
Sasha! 

Again, thank you to all who helped with the parade. Mark
your calendars, we have the Eldridge Festival parade

coming up on Saturday July 12th!
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Full Membership Status 
 Default status for all members. The member pays all dues, the Paul Harris Sustaining Member assessment, and the

$100 annual Gala assessment. In turn, the member enjoys all benefits of being a member of the club including meals
at all regular meetings at no additional cost. The member is required to maintain 60% attendance as defined in the

Club’s Constitution, unless granted a leave of absence by the Board in accordance with the Club’s By-Laws. 
$225/quarter ($200 quarterly dues + $25 quarterly Paul Harris) plus $100 annual Gala assessment 

Attendance Excused Status 
A member with at least five years in the club may request the Board grant this status for a period of up to six months

if they are or expect to soon be experiencing an extended illness, leaving the area for the winter, or leaving the
Country for an extended duration. If this status is granted the member will pay reduced dues, the Paul Harris

Sustaining Member assessment, and the annual Gala assessment (if assessed while the member is under this status).
If the member attends a meeting while under this status they must pay the guest meal cost. If the member desires an
extension of this status, a request to the Board must be made at least 30 days prior to status expiration. The member

is not required to maintain attendance while under this status. 
 $125/quarter ($100 quarterly dues + $25 quarterly Paul Harris) plus $100 annual Gala assessment, plus $20/meal

when attending regular meeting 

Attendance Exempt Status 
A member with at least five years in the club may request the Board grant this status indefinitely after reaching

retirement status, defined as being over the age of 65 and no longer working full-time. If this status is granted, the
member will pay reduced dues, the Paul Harris Sustaining Member assessment, and the annual Gala assessment. If

the member attends a meeting while under this status they must pay the guest meal cost. The member is not required
to maintain attendance while under this status. 

 $125/quarter ($100 quarterly dues + $25 quarterly Paul Harris) plus $100 annual Gala assessment, plus $20/meal
when attending regular meeting 

Career Transition Status 
When a member experiences an unexpected job loss they may request the Board grant this status for a period of up to

three months. If the status is granted the member will not be required to pay dues, 

4/9/2025 
 Paul Harris Sustaining Member assessment, or the annual Gala assessment (if the Gala assessment is assessed while
the member is covered under this status). If the member attends a meeting while under this status they must pay $10
per meal. If the member desires an extension of this status a request to the Board must be made at least 30 days prior

to status expiration. An extension of up to three additional months may be granted by the Board, one time, for a
maximum of six months of consecutive career transition status. The member will be returned to Full Membership

Status upon the expiration of this status or immediately upon returning to full-time employment. The member is not
required to maintain attendance while under this status. 

$10/meal when attending regular meeting

Membership Status and Dues 
Policy (Board adopted 4/11/25) 

The above policy was adopted by the board on 4/11/25. It goes into effect 7/1/25.
For any questions please see Greg Schaapveld or Deb Petersen. 




