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July 2012 

 

Rev. Conley J. Biddle, as Secretary-Historian and Past President of the West Des Moines Rotary 

Club, wrote a history book to commemorate the Club’s 50
th

 Anniversary (April 1, 1926 to April 

1, 1976).  This book was distributed at the anniversary party to all members and guests.  Five 

years later, 1981—the year I was Club President, Conley wrote, and the club published, a second 

edition which included a considerable amount of additional information.  This second edition 

was also distributed to all members at the time of publication. Now, 31 years later, our 

membership has almost entirely changed.  Only a few current members remember receiving this 

book, and can still find it on their bookshelves. 

 

Conley was well-respected for his knowledge of Rotary, and he was elected District Governor 

for 1978-79.  Our club often called him “Mr. Rotary”.  His book contains a wealth of Rotary 

background and information about early days of our club.  I may have been especially attracted 

to it because I knew and worked with the individuals and programs mentioned therein from 1971 

on to its date of publication.  This book has to be the starting point for any additional historic 

record of our club.  A copy of the second edition has been scanned, the font enlarged, and is 

available for download on our club website. 

   

Conley Biddle was a special friend and a mentor to me.  I feel confident that he would be pleased 

that all his effort on both editions of the history book has been extended into the future.  He once 

referred to me as the next “Unofficial” Historian for the club.  I guess his prophecy has come 

true with the publication of the attached compilation of club information.  (I need to retire from 

this job, and pass the title on!) 

 

I should explain that the photos included herein are only those in my personal files or those 

provided by other club members in response to a request.  I wish the club had a common 

repository for the many photos taken over the years to showcase our projects and meetings.  

Unfortunately, this does not exist.  The “bits and pieces” pulled from the “Rotary Wheel” are 

strictly my choice (the Historian gets to pick the history).  The idea was to focus primarily on 

members, and their participation in club activities.  Virtually nothing has been included in regard 

to our many, many fine guest speakers or normal seasonal club functions.  My apologies for any 

perceived omissions.  All this could be pretty boring were it not for the efforts of our many fine 

bulletin editors to include bits of “wit & wisdom (?)” along the way.  I’ve tried to “appropriate” 

as many of these as possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill M. Reese 
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Charter for the Rotary Club of West Des Moines, Iowa, U.S.A. 
 

 

 
 

The original charter dated April 1, 1926 was lost in a fire.  This is the replacement charter dated 

January 24, 1951. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a copy of the masthead logo from the 

1955 Rotary Wheel. 
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JESSE S. COMPTON – Manager Stock Yards – Organizer – Charter Member 

First President of the West Des Moines (Valley Junction Rotary Club – 1926-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    Herman Iltis – President 1928-29          William R. Beck – President 1929-30 
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Frank Thornton 

Pres. 1930-31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarence Ellis 

Pres. 1932-33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl McLaren 

Pres. 1933-34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin L. Silcox 

Pres. 1935-36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howard Fearing 

Pres. 1936-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Fred Sternagle 

Pres. 1938-39 
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Frank J. Vass 

Pres. 1939-40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilbur Bridges 

Pres. 1941-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Messerschmidt 

Pres. 1942-43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray Kirk 

Pres. 1943-44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles R. Way 

Pres. 1944-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

Past Presidents – Rotary Club of West Des Moines (current members 4-1-76) 
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40
th

 Anniversary photo – 1966 
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Clair Weintz was President of the Club in 1972-73 

 

 

        Mike Canady - 1983                      Chuck Raffay & Mayor George Mills 

 “Make-over” demonstration                                      Raffle ticket drawing -1984                  
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           50
th

 Anniversary Photos -- April 6, 1976 

 
 

 
  Lyle Smith                                                       Mr. & Mrs. Biddle – Don Groves   

 

           

 
Don Groves                                                              Conley Biddle – Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

          

 

     Conley Biddle – Don Groves – Guest                                       Conley Biddle – Don Groves 
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