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Kidsports was formed in 1996 in response to the City of Kalispell’s (City) plan to relocate youth athletic fields that were on the south side of Kalispell.  In response to the future loss of youth athletic fields, a group of volunteers considered potential areas where new fields could be located, finally recommending to the City a location in Section 36, which is across Highway 93 from Flathead Valley Community College and is a Montana School Trust Section  

The City negotiated a 40 year lease with the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) to use approximately 138 acres for youth athletic fields.  Section 36 was owned by the state of Montana and managed by DNRC. The revenues generated from the section were used to benefit Montana’s public schools.

Kidsports is a private, non-profit corporation that was created to partner with the City and develop athletic fields on the area leased in Section 36.  Kidsports assumed primary responsibility for constructing the youth athletic complex and the City agreed to maintain the improvements.  Kidsports also agreed that it would make the annual lease payments that were paid to DNRC.  Since Kidsports needed to actively raise money to meet its responsibilities, Kidsports acquired tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code.  Its board of directors is composed of volunteers and the funds it receives directly improve the athletic complex. 
Actual development of the athletic complex began in 1998 and the first fields put into use were five Pee Wee Majors and five softball fields.  The first year of play was 1999.  Kidsports next added seven soccer fields in 2000. Two Babe Ruth Baseball fields were built in 2001.  Four football fields were added in 2003. Two more softball fields, four Pee Wee Minors fields, and the Miracle Field (a baseball field specially designed and constructed for athletes with special needs) were completed in 2009. The relationship between Kidsports and the City flourished during these years, and what area families are experiencing is the result of the successful private-public relationship between Kidsports and the City.

The 40 year lease that was negotiated in 1996 was scheduled for review in 2017 by DNRC.  Since Kidsports was the first significant improvement in Section 36 the annual rent, which was based on the appraised value of the real estate, was expected to increase significantly in 2017/2018.  Representatives of Kidsports, City and DNRC initially began discussing in 2008 converting the lease to a permanent easement.  A fire substation owned by the City and Glacier High School are two improvements on Section 36 that have permanent easements.
After four years of negotiations, the parties agreed upon the terms of a permanent easement, which were approved by the Land Board of the State of Montana.  The easement had a cost attached to it, namely the City had to pay the fair market value of land on which the Kidsports complex was located.  Kidsports and the City agreed to relinquish to DNRC approximately twelve acres that would be added to the “old” DNRC site along Highway 93 and leased for commercial development.  The easement area is approximately 126 acres and it cost in excess of $2.2 million.  Kidsports agreed to continue its activities and develop the unimproved portion of the easement area.
The City paid DNRC for the easement in early 2012, and the easement was put into place shortly thereafter.  The easement area is limited to youth athletic fields and related activities.  Kidsports is pleased to say that it now has a permanent home.

Kidsports and the City have updated the terms of their relationship.  Kidsports remains responsible for capital improvements and will pay the City annually a portion of the proceeds it receives from groups using the athletic complex to help defray the cost of maintaining the improvements.  While pleased to have achieved this milestone, development at Kidsports is not complete.  Future improvements include:
· Construct more athletic fields.  
o 6-7 mixed use soccer / football / lacrosse fields.
o 1 more Babe Ruth Baseball field.
· Design and construct final cross country running / walking track. 
· Improve disability access to facilities located in the complex
· Construct an inclusive playground that offers adaptive structures for individuals with special needs.
· Construct additional parking and an access road from north, thereby improving ingress and egress to the athletic complex.  
· Add infrastructure to the unimproved portion of the Kidsports complex including roads, parking areas, potable water, sewer, irrigation, and storm water collection.
· Upgrade present sewer collection facilities to accommodate the demands placed on existing collection.

The Kidpsorts facility is intended for families.  Funds received through the Youth Recreation Grant being administered by the Montana Department of Commerce will greatly assist with developing the infrastructure needed to serve the youth athletic complex.  Thank you for helping celebrate the success of Kidsports.
