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Is it the truth?

Is it fair to all concerned?

Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

March 12, 2026

March 19, 2026, 12 — 1:30pm — Wraps & Hoagies at the Delta

Program — The Corner; A Community Collective
This program will tell the story of how a family combined five professional endeavors in a stately structure & found community.

What’s Coming

Mar 19—The Corner, A
Community Collective

March 26— Economic
Development Overview

April 2—Solid Rock Housing

Upcoming Birthdays
Mar 19 Cathy Brubaker-Clarke
Mar 20 Timothy Lipan

Mar 21 Steve Edwards

Mar 22 Tara Foreman

Mar 24 Alan Alpert

. Connections Fund

EIEESSE Click here to donate

Stage Manager This Week
Tiffany Dupont Novak

Greeters This Week

Don Kalisz

Reflector This Week

Mary Anne Gorman

RIM Reporting this Edition
Photographer — Emily Morgenstern
RIM Reporter — Meredith Smillie
RIM Editor —  Susan Besteman

Muskegon Rotary March 12"
YouTube Video: CLICK HERE

President Dave
Alexander
quizzes the club
on his music
selection this
week.

Muskegon Rotary Board
Dave Alexander, President

Roger Morgenstern, President-Elect
Lisa Tyler, President Nominee

Tim Arter, Past President

Kimberly Taylor, Treasurer

Jane Clingman-Scott, Secretary

Kim Boersema, Club Coordinator
Directors:
Esther Ricco Brandon Turnbull
Melissa Moore Samantha Scott
Arlen-Dean Gaddy Dimitri Poland
Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga Lisa Kraus

Please email Club Board Members
through this link:

Visitors & Guests

Tennille Woodward introduces her
guest, Patrick Adams (Lean Solutions)
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Cynthia Maynard introduces her
guest Tony Asmus (Professional
Printer)

Don Kalisz introduces his guest, Sarah
Meier (new Operations Manager at
Kindred Marketing)


https://link.clover.com/urlshortener/MCDBc5
https://muskegonrotary.org/clubexecutives
https://youtu.be/DxhoW3CJLd8

Visitors & Guests cont.

Carla Flanders mtroduces her guest
Corbin Davis
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Jim Fisher with upcoming new
member, Kippy Ellis (Realtor)

Roger Morgenstern introduces his
guest, Lori Doriot (retired from Education)

USKEGON
ICHIGAN
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Proud Whltehall School Board
member Melissa Moore was excited
to introduce guests from Whitehall.
High School Principal Brett
Westerlund introduced two fantastic
seniors, Noah Morse & Colton Kyser.

This Week’s Program

Welcome District 6290

Governor, Mark Andresky!
Presenter: Mark Andresky
District 6290 Governor

Introduction by: Dave Alexander
RIM Reporter: Meredlth Sm|II|e

gowey@
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The Muskegon Rotary Club
welcomed District Governor Mark
Andresky for lunch today. Mark
shared his vision for our club and
our district. Mark is a member of
the Charlevoix Club and shared he
was an ambassadorial student and
studied in Strausberg, France in
the late 80’s. The Rotary mission is
truly in Mark’s blood; he has
served in several roles in the
Charlevoix Club and within the
district.

Mark thanked our club for our
servant heart and doing Rotary
“really, really well”. He thanked us
for our service and “never resting
on our laurels and always looking
to do more and increase our
impact in the community”.

Mark shared that our very own
Brianna Scott started vision
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facilitation at the district level,

although this has been done often

at the club level. In the past year,
our district spent six hours
discussing ideas and suggestions
about a three-year action plan that
was adopted for the district.

Brianna made sure that Mark has a

plan of action for our district. Now

our district has a plan for all
incoming district governors and
can continue to execute the vision
for our district.

1. Visioning: our district reignited
strategic planning for any club in
our district. This meant that a
number of Rotarians were trained
to facilitate vision planning for
the clubs in our district. By the
time Mark ends his term, 30% of
the clubs in our district will have
participated in this vision
planning. See the full report here:
https://ridistrict6290.org/Docum
ents/en-ca/462b850b-486¢c-4d2b-

8e90-b2b02ed5f541/1/
2. Promoting Peace and Conflict

Resolution: Mark helped our
district develop a peace building
committee with our own, Doug
Wood, as the first ambassador for
this committee. Rotary is looking
to purchase peace poles
throughout the district. Each club
can custom build a peace pole.
Muskegon was the first peace
builder club and will help other
clubs build peace builder clubs in
the district. Rotary is hoping to
participate in the Peace walk
across the bridge in Sault St.
Marie in September.


https://ridistrict6290.org/Documents/en-ca/462b850b-486c-4d2b-8e90-b2b02ed5f541/1/
https://ridistrict6290.org/Documents/en-ca/462b850b-486c-4d2b-8e90-b2b02ed5f541/1/
https://ridistrict6290.org/Documents/en-ca/462b850b-486c-4d2b-8e90-b2b02ed5f541/1/

3. Membership: Mark shared he
hopes to duplicate the
membership of the Muskegon
Club. Historically, we lose
approximately 2-3% of Rotarians,
in the district, each year. There is
now a membership committee at
the district level. There is now a
membership kit available to each
club. Muskegon helped pioneer
the use of satellite and
companion club. It is very difficult
to establish a Rotary Club and
only one has been established in
the past 10 years. Muskegon has
been able to offer a noon
meeting and a satellite evening
club (ReWine). Mark hopes that
clubs in our district can replicate
our model.

4. Rotary Youth Programs: 1in 5 of
the clubs in the district do not
offer any youth involvement
programs. The goal is to increase
the number of youths that are
affected by Rotary and allow for
greater impact.

5. Cross Collaboration: Muskegon
continues to partner with other
clubs. Mark shared that he knows
more gets done when clubs get
together and serve together. This
is something that Mark prays get
more traction in the coming year.

Succession planning is very
important for Mark and the
district. For the first time ever, we
have a district jobs board, for
Rotarians that may be interested
in increasing their impact via

Rotary. There are curiosity
sessions where Rotarians can learn
more about these positions with

no commitment.
https://ridistrict6290.org/sitepage/ope
n-district-volunteer-roles/

Save the Dates:

e Spring learning center will be at
Frederick Meijer Gardens on

e April 18. Sign Up—CLICK HERE

e Saturday, May 16 is the Epic Day
of Service. This will be a
nationwide Rotary event.
Rotarians will partner with local
communities and partner with
other organizations to complete
service projects in their area.

e Saturday, June 6, Crystal
Mountain induction of new
District Governor,

Julie Schumaker

District 6290 Governor Mark Andresky
and Muskegon Rotary President
Dave Alexander
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RI District 6290 Governor Mark Andresky
visited our Club on March 12. Before
addressing the full club at its weekly
meeting, Mark met with Board members
and other leaders.
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lb‘@’i\ Rotary District 6290
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RIM Reporting Team
Editors: Susan Besteman,
Jackie Farrar, & Ginny Sprague
Reporters: Kathy Moore, Roger
Morgenstern, Meredith Smillie,
& Sue Samaniego
Photographers: Wyatt Huggett, Brock
Johnson, Emily Morgenstern,
& Roger Morgenstern

Rotary In Action
Chauncy Williams

Innovation Academy coach and
Rotarian Chauncy Williams explains
how mentorship, service learning,
and global opportunities like Rotary
Interact, Life Leadership, and Youth
Exchange help Muskegon students
grow beyond the classroom. From
overcoming financial barriers to
studying abroad in Brazil, this
conversation highlights how
community partnerships empower
young people to become creative
problem solvers and global citizens
while strengthening the future
workforce of Muskegon, Michigan.

Watch the video—CLICK HERE
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https://ridistrict6290.org/sitepage/open-district-volunteer-roles/
https://ridistrict6290.org/sitepage/open-district-volunteer-roles/
https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.Rm4Ng7FVeWOr32O-2B9-2B-2FwSr-2FhsGfqvRIsQIRdGQDjJdZ9oMwaMZgK-2BUCxseu77vuO-2FXmZRn4gVQMn5CH4mAWPIverADF25kaSv1uTlbMNNj0-3D57TR_fIS-2B8mSRA64z9QQn0Jrgwqj6LIcbr5bg2zee6NUuS0ov4zH3d1CKUgLaXoJzNh-2B4u7rSO5UjfkbEsB-2By2M2TB6hcZmlmO-2FGzCfng8clcdzMqhJ4TX1gashuRqzDo8Zs2KRFlPmPe00K-2FzCCbKEnYjktla5dGTpK8rux-2Bte0fmHL-2FOaDjOhT8tuIAtnWIRiP7mFZEVaPd6aHQ5peOntDX3SZq1y9kPKyRiup6B-2FlKBaMhmlbDBbumTv54FR0R051J-2BV3gO1qj-2Fl0GRaqRsJnjajM1HbGDlYc0-2BCNzTR9EWYCAn5tmah8Yuie5TM5FSTmaVQDToPN5dhKELiKk6MrKtLIyDFmYqndRuVxyv1A3SJfEJH23tQ5l1Ey-2FJPo32s1v
https://youtu.be/L67OtJBpW0I?si=hMgfnXz-5Ocszhue

Paul Harris Fellow Award
Jackie Farrar

yi
Susan Bestman,Jackie Farrar, & Meredith Smillie
pose for the RIM photographer (Emily Morgenstern)

Jackie Farrar (center in the above
picture) was born and raised in
Muskegon County and has never left.
She loves Muskegon and joined the
Muskegon Rotary club in 2019 to build
more relationships in the community
and serve as much as her schedule
allows. She enjoys walks (especially
on the beach), hiking, running,
reading, attending church, and
spending time with family and friends
which includes her husband, three
adult sons, and two fun and energetic
grandchildren. She recently
celebrated a birthday and, in a few
days (if I did my math correcily), will
be celebrating 33 years with her
husband, Matt Farrar (Muskegon
County Deputy Administrator).

According to her well-known husband,
she volunteers for at least 40 hours
each month with their church, Pound
Buddies (where she is on the board of
directors), hospice, and is also part of
our famous Rotary In Motion (RIM)
Newsletter team as Co-Editor. She is
the Provider Network Manager at
HealthWest, gives 110% effort on
every project she tackles, and is a
blessing to everyone she meets.

Muskegon Rising Podcast
S3E5: TJ Meerman - Mona

a4
TJ MEERMAN
\ MONA SHORES
\

host Aaron Maike sits down with TJ
Meerman of Mona Shores Boys
Basketball to talk about leadership,
culture, and the lasting impact
coaches can have on young lives.

Coach Meerman shares how his
experiences as a player, mentor,
and program builder have shaped
his approach to developing student-
athletes through discipline,
relationships, academics, and
service. It’s a conversation about
much more than basketball. It’s
about helping young people grow
into strong teammates, students,
and future leaders.

Listen now:
https://www.buzzsprout.com/226972

Announcements

Presiﬂdent Dave Alexander provides
club updates.

9/episodes/18841057-ti-meerman-
mona-shores-boys-basketball

Watch now:
https://youtu.be/VN9kcgFd7ijQ?si=TI
OUX8N1Rfzg5qiT

CLICK HERE FOR ALL PODCASTS

Rotary ReWine Schedule

1%t and 3" Thursdays each month
e 5:00-5:15 pm social time
e 5:15 pm Meeting begins

March 19" meeting cancelled

Next meeting is April 2" at Core Plaza.
Bring supplies for the El Salvador trip

to this meeting.

April 16™ will be at John Noling’s
house with a bonfire.

April 18" Adopt-A-Highway Clean Up

RSVP by 5 pm on Wednesday for the
meeting on Thursday.

Contact Kaytie Drake
at kaytieely@aol.com to RSVP (total
# attending including guests)

Listen, watch,

and subscribe

to Muskegon
Rising.

Muskegon Rising

Why Muskegon Is Rising—CLICK HERE

Darlene Collet encourages members
to visit Rotarian Ed Hendrickson at
home as he is receiving Hospice care.
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https://www.buzzsprout.com/2269729/episodes/18841057-tj-meerman-mona-shores-boys-basketball
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2269729/episodes/18841057-tj-meerman-mona-shores-boys-basketball
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2269729/episodes/18841057-tj-meerman-mona-shores-boys-basketball
https://youtu.be/VN9kcgFd7jQ?si=TI0UX8N1Rfzq5giT
https://youtu.be/VN9kcgFd7jQ?si=TI0UX8N1Rfzq5giT
http://www.youtube.com/@MuskegonRising
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2269729/episodes/18515690-why-muskegon-is-rising
mailto:kaytieely@aol.com

You Are Invited!

Muskegon Rotarians and families are
invited to see the magic and hear the
great positive messages of Michigan
Magician and Keynote Speaker
Anthony Grupido on March 16 at
Reeths-Puffer's Rocket Centre. Our
RP Interact Club has led the effort to
bring Anthony to their school and
community to discuss Mental Health,
Resiliency, and Suicide Prevention.
Our Muskegon Rotary Club and friends
have donated nearly $500 from pop-
can proceeds to help move this along
and involve other partners. They have
invited us as a club to come and enjoy
and learn with them. Thank you,
Reeths-Puffer Interact and School
District!

There are three opportunities for you
to witness this amazing program.

School assembly—Check in at the
main office, off Roberts Street, fifteen
minutes prior to the program

12:40 to 1:40 pm — school assembly
1:40 to 2:50 pm — school assembly
Community Magic Show at Rocket
Centre at 7:00 pm. Bring your

family! Go directly to the Rocket
Centre entrance!

ewelied cSZw/ <

ROTARY

New Rotary Members and
their sponsors

(/- ) N »_ Appetizers in the City Barn
'Zf%‘d( followed by a tour of

Thomas Hume's house

Yo

March 20, 2026

@f),{exz @2; 4:00 P.M.

Hackley & Hume
Historic Sites

484 W. Webster Ave.
Muskegon, MI 49440

Kid sood
Basket

The next Social Committee Rotary
After Hours event, Wednesday,
March 25, from 5:30 to 7:00 P.M.
at Kids Food Basket, 2330 Barclay
Street, Muskegon.

Your evening includes appetizers,
adult beverages, water, soft drinks,
facility tours, and the opportunity to
decorate food bags. Your cost for this
event is FREE! Mark your calendars,
and CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP.

Follow on Facebook—Click Here
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MUSKEGON

MICHIGAN
Melissa Moore invites people to
attend the Rotary Lakeshore Literacy
Summit on March 27 at Trillium Event
Center from 8:30am-12pm.

Fridg
Rotary Mqrch’;7
8:30AM
LITERACY SUMMIT To126M
2026

g

Join community members at a gathering
focused on strengthening literacy on the

learn, and help shaj
Lakeshore at this n

Trillium Event Center
17246 Van Wagoner Rd, Spring Lake, Ml

Cost: Egg/

A collaboration of Rotary Clubs of Grand Haven,
Muskegon, and Spring Lake, in partnership with:
-k,

—me

AAAAAA

A2
READ

ssssssss

' Fruitport
A Disrict Ly

Sponsored in part by:

Grand H: Area

CcoMMUNITY.
" "FOUNDATION

...............

—

Cathy Brubaker-Clarke reminds the
club of the next Social Committee
After Hours Event at Kids Food Basket
on March 25 from 5:30-7pm. She also
requests for people to volunteer for

the next Braver’s Angels Workshop.



https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.6f6nHae1WHC1Jsk7nRti889BrspdP7medUjKE8tPn-2FCJD-2Fs9Kt6Y-2BMlU7HKrKtlE4SzGKDv0WZi3QqfXnf77y-2FhQRRcAgDytVZct7j4TCWk-3D704m_fIS-2B8mSRA64z9QQn0Jrgwqj6LIcbr5bg2zee6NUuS0ov4zH3d1CKUgLaXoJzNh-2B4u7rSO5UjfkbEsB-2By2M2TB6D-2F103N-2FinO1PzoR2CsskyxasOlgkdyqePtZSJQaPKEIE7R8W-2BujsCeGrgOFHdS-2F1VnkILu9hrwRZ0tjgAoMAJ8YounKSk9kto65usFZHf-2BKvdacCj2EBtTVS74ry9McNJtPtY7kMlXSSvnhOuAOSQXZXZFR4PUlW3n-2FkJYRvjGJVl9xXT4L3AlrVwc6DpxLoE6qZoQ-2FV4dJZ3LaehaVstxtU-2FHUJ067Lc01cTJ0NE-2BS5vVf8PxUBaEv4Fg6vTya-2FzoaOShCM4k10-2BOQf4bNFgr4fLdSDYRLOOEnG37YJl3
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CK1AhrPiR/

Braver Angels Workshop
Your Rotary PeaceBuilder
Committee is hosting the Braver
Angel Workshop, “Bridging the
Political Divide”, Part 2, to be held
May 1, 1-4 p.m., at the
Chamber/GMED offices, 380 W.
Western Ave., Suite 202. This
workshop is the second half to the
workshop held in the spring of
2025. Many of those who
participated in the first half asked to
have the second half held, including
some observers who now would like
to be active participants. This
workshop will focus on open
discussions, as well as finding
common ground. Contact Cathy
Brubaker-Clarke if you would like
additional information.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

Brave Rotarians: March
(Pl e Madness

Meredith Smillie
announced she still has 6 spots for
the Brave Rotarians March Madness
Competition (2026 Men's and
Women's basketball tournaments).
$100 secures your spot in the contest.
Not only could you win a Paul Harris
Fellow for yourself or as a gift to a
worthy recipient, but you also fulfill
your Every Rotarian Every Year
contribution to The Rotary
Foundation! Sign-ups will continue
through March 12, 2026, and
payment is expected by March 12.
You may pay by check to the
Muskegon Rotary Foundation, cash,
or the QR code to pay by credit card.
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Kat Hyder gets the club excited
for the summer season and
announces that Rotary will have
the first Parties in the Park date on
May 29. Volunteers are needed!

A === A
Doug Wood reminds the club of
the Great Michigan Read Author
event on April 13 at 6:30pm at The
Corner. The book is Everything I
Learned, I Learned in a Chinese

Restaurant by Curtis Chin.

GREAT MICHIGAN
READ AUTHOR
EVENT WITH

7 BOOK SIGNING
AFTER THE EVENT

R |3 | 6:30pm
Corner (280 W. Muskegon Ave)
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Wednesday, April 15, 5-7:00 pm,
794 Kitchen & Bar

Monday, April 20, 5-7:00 pm,
Unruly Brewing

Friday, April 24, 4-6:00 pm,
Wonderland Distilling

Tuesday, April 28. 7:30-9:30 am,
Community House **

Thursday, April 30, 5-7:00 pm,
Muskegon Brewing

** please note the April 28 event is a
morning coffee hour at the
Community House.

THE ACTOR'S WORKSHOP OF WEST MICHIGAN PRESENTS

= PLAY IT
9\ STRAIGHT

B4 RICHARD WINTERS. KERR) YUND % GARY WRIGHT

AT
THE
AT THE corNER
260 W. MUSKEGON Al
MUSKEGON, M|

MARCH 20TH, 245T,
2TTH & 26TH @ 7PM

TICKETS:$1¢ STUDENTS: $10

TICKETS & MORE INFORMATION
2 AVAILABLE AT Awwm LuDUs com

My
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https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.6f6nHae1WHC1Jsk7nRti889BrspdP7medUjKE8tPn-2FCJD-2Fs9Kt6Y-2BMlU7HKrKtlEmeMkHM2ChDiSUVR96othT2UR6vHQQ6m1uNP2Xos-2FuRc-3DglVI_fIS-2B8mSRA64z9QQn0Jrgwqj6LIcbr5bg2zee6NUuS0ov4zH3d1CKUgLaXoJzNh-2B4u7rSO5UjfkbEsB-2By2M2TB1RqbvyGfbo1kPJVn7Gp8Ibhu0Dqytp0J9giF-2FE2OQVxT5T-2FdQKU48wgCkAfpIqWYhcLNfjXEqE06-2BbJ63vF3Bq0KpHdiYq7vxTyp5t2DKWt4JbF-2Fv6cWYkD2vPsMMgOV-2FPnQUMVHqQsMWjDjDdzQ7bVUZPJbNUgfcc98vC0RCNm9QYInFodosOpkw37tCZkHR-2FBpz-2FTTrOgwddXIF6ea4uCoU2ZilmC5ZKvyRjfYCQNiyXK5zAql72xyMd5jlYqPS98zERAu603KwiQ5pUuG85A0r41ebzi7-2BHZiPllmsWB

Dimitri Poland invited Rotarians to

walk in the St. Patrick’s Day parade on

March 14 in downtown Muskegon.
- .

*

11AM -WESTERN AVE

from 6" Street to 1! Street

MUSKEGON'S

ST Patiicks Day
PARADE

Ben arson, Greg Borgman, Roger -

Morgenstern, Emily Morgenstern, &
Dave Alexander represented our club

mmme

One of our newest Rotarians, Ben Carson,

tasked with shortening up our club banner
so we could carry it in the parade.

s |
Rotary
A

Dom Bunker, chair of the Youth
Exchange Committee, has been
notified of our first Inbound student,
a young man from Germany, and we
await notification of two more. Please
consider welcoming one of these
students as a host family! Contact
Dom for more information: Click Here

Youth Exchange Outbounds

Now is the time we begin recruiting the
next class of outbound students from
Muskegon County. Volunteers will also be
needed to help speak with students too. If
you are interested in volunteering and/or
know any students who may be interested
in being an outbound Rotary Youth
Exchange student, contact Dom Bunker.

Community Yard Sale—May 15-
17th

Rotarians, outbound youth exchange

. families, and friends are invited to donate
items for a community yard sale on May
15th-17th at the United Way building
parking lot. More details to come but
please start thinking about items you may
be able to contribute.

Next Youth Exchange
Committee Meeting
Our next meeting will be:

Thursday, March 26 at 5:30 PM
United Way of the Lakeshore Building

United Way Day of Caring

MUSKEGON -
COLLEGE M

UNITED WAY
Y, Lakeshore

100,
Friday, April 24t

https://www.unitedwaylakeshore.org/day-caring
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ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY

B

MDOT
ReWine Updates

Adopt-A-Highway Program
Looking for Volunteers

Our next pickup for the Muskegon
Rotary stretch of highway on 1-96 will
be on Saturday, April 18. Volunteers
will meet promptly at 8:45am for a
short safety talk, then head out on
the road to pick trash. (We will finish
no later than 11:00am, sooner if we
get a lot of help ©). Also looking for
two drivers to drive along with the
volunteers who are picking trash. If
you can help, please contact Esther
Ricco, riccoe@gvsu.edu and she can

provide you with details. Be a part of
keeping our adopted stretch clean
and taking action to protect

our environment!

o aN
MCC Rotaract
Polar Plunge
MCC Rotaract
completed the
Muskegon Polar Plunge

MCC


mailto:Dominique@unitedwaylakeshore.org?subject=Youth%20Exchange
https://www.unitedwaylakeshore.org/day-caring
mailto:riccoe@gvsu.edu

Paralympics Update

From Jules Terry

MARCH PLANS
= PARALYMPICS

@ O
'R OB C

fundraiser for the Special
Olympics on March 7. The
team, MCC Rotaract Birds of a
Feather, raised $640 for the
cause. Club president Kaitlin
Bruno, who spearheaded the
project, raised $320. Two
members bravely took the
plunge, Tobias Melton and
Matthew Posthumus! Other
member supported the jumpers
with cheers and warm towels: mos
Kaitlin Bruno, Jonathon Ruiter,
Quintina Wallace, and Icelyn
Strong.

Milo the Mascot for the
Paralymic Games

The Grande
Stand for the
Alpine finish area [

M Jules Terry in her
/ o .
official uniform




