
 

 

Muskegon Rotary Board  
Ginny Sprague Aaron Maike 
Tim Arter Roger Morgenstern 
Dave Alexander  David Ramos 
Jane Clingman-Scott Asaline Scott 
Kristi Nagengast  Marty Sytsema  
Don Hutchins  Brandon Turnbull 

Please email Club Board 
Members through this link:  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEETER - GREETER  
Meredith Smillie 
 

Upcoming & Recent Birthdays 
Ed Hendrickson Oct 12 
Missy Horton Oct 12 
Claire Root-Benson Oct 14 
Jackie Fisher Oct 16 
Chauncy Williams Oct 16 
Myra Dutton Oct 17 
Daniel Hartmann Oct 22 
Linda Garzelloni Oct 23 

Caring Connections Fund 
(Remember to donate $10 on your birthday for this 

great cause!) 

 

PROGRAMS / EVENTS  
Oct 12 – Business Soap Box 

Oct 19 - Inbound Exchange Students - AT 
THE DELTA 

Oct 26 - Muskegon County Housing 
Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITORS & GUESTS 
October 5, 2023 Meeting 

Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga welcomes 
Holton HS students with their 
Counselor Michelle McCormick  
 

Dominique Bunker introduces guest 
Diolinda Sali 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Annette Jack with her guest Sheila 
Morris 

 
Michael Ramsey welcomes his guest 
Kaitlin Hermanson 

 
Contessa Alexander and her guest 
Jocelyn Hines 

Muskegon Rotary Club 
Club 16 (2809) – District 6290, Chartered May 1, 1916 

Next Mtg—October 19, 2023, 12-1:30pm 

 The Delta 

ReWine Sat Club–1st and 3rd  

Thursdays, 5:15 pm  

Walkers (in the Delta) 

Aaron Maike, Director  
Roger Morgenstern, Director 

David Ramos, Director 
Asaline Scott, Director 

Marty Sytsema, Director 
Brandon Turnbull, Director 

Mark Alpher & Emily Morgenstern, RIM 
Photographers 

Kathy Moore & Meredith Smillie, RIM Reporters 
Lori Weiler, RIM Editor 

 

Ginny Sprague, President 
Tim Arter, President-Elect 
Dave Alexander, President Nominee 
Jane Clingman-Scott, Past President  
Kristi Nagengast, Treasurer 
Don Hutchins, Secretary 
Kim Boersema, Club Coordinator  

THE FOUR WAY TEST THAT ROTARIANS USE IN MAKING ETHICAL DECISIONS: 
Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

 Next Meeting (10/19/23) — Inbound Exchange Students 
 

“This is it: the absolute edge of no return: to turn back now and make home or sail irrevocably on and either find land or plunge over the world's roaring rim” - William Faulkner 

Want to see more Rotary 
action? Here is the link to the 
October 5 meeting. 

https://muskegonrotary.org/clubexecutives
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/8MRGEPY1EA6K0/checkout/BVIZQK6QS5FBBVY4CGLMQUYG
https://www.facebook.com/MuskegonLakeshoreChamber/
https://youtu.be/fbI2cXb0g4U
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Pete DeBoer and guest Brad Hastings 

 
October 12, 2023 Meeting 

 
Anissa Eddie and Khristian Silvis, 
guests of Alan Alpert

 

Nick Green joined Mike Vogas 

 

Mark Alpher welcomed Phil DeVrise 

 

Krysta Carlson was the guest of 
Brandy Carlson 

 

Jenn Barangan was welcomed by 
Michael Ramsey 

 

Mackenzie Jager was the guest of 
Adam Bell 

 

Kendrah Robinson with her husband 
and guest TeAngelo Robinson 

Marty Sytsema welcomed Oakridge 
High School students Mercedez 
Patton, Jazmine Nguyen and 
Counselor Kurt Kiesjen 

 
 

   

It’s coming! Click a box below to volunteer, purchase 
tickets, or sponsor this amazing event. 

VOLUNTEER:  

Volunteers for the 
inaugural Harvest Fest are 
needed!  PLUS, you get a free, 
limited  
edition, Harvest Fest T-shirt and 
FREE entry into the event for 
volunteering! Click on this box to 
sign up today!   

 

TICKETS:  

Harvest Fest tickets are $75 and 
include, a signature Harvest Fest 
glass, one free drink ticket and 
unlimited trips to the many 
gourmet food stations 
throughout the venue. Cash bar, 
50/50 raffle tickets and silent 
auction also available! Click on 
this box to get your tickets today!  

SPONSOR:  

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available! Show the 
community that your company 
supports local events, student 
learning and Read Muskegon! 
Click on this box to learn more!  

VOLUNTEER:  

Click on this box to sign 
up!  
 

TICKETS:  

Click on this box to get 
your tickets!  

SPONSOR:  

Click on this box to learn 
more!  

https://links.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=wLvKtCgdNYVX2ge4uG8NP2WXaRjYCLccTfzbwIrEuMbE7GLvItqQ4zkszu0Ag3briVJNV0MF3STHIov03P0BE2RE-2F71i2gK45E2DdOoieWov88-2BzMTfuF4qgb6pfm3LqThCKbRYJgSgCsGHb0XEklpPYM3VvoWLRDTFHEp0NbhVie2FDzH2TcGosJJdVOZLD89pztrVHpslHzoE3WRWGdovM6SBDhmwZCQYpMuqmXbrTBYRRT87gwEB-2F8fW5tKGpqG4m2MCchocYPkraiBp0ApCSqdtXcWiANeZJgGYrojnmO3PcFvlQ6oKrS-2FM9DZb6oCGjZAwMLjfMBnyX1fBjMpBe-2Ba0DNtQgKip7quITDjRi4cfbAKl2Q9BeTuoAmgENg-2BPn6wKWRUz2jBtfqa9o00rezPIPs9HguCeHUv86tRTTZF-2BXdaGaCeIbleSugvHEww02U-2FBVX0hZIEgiTEhdtF-2FUMiCsoi0caVD3dIjWVHc5NmOTCqkKQQeIiYRYNDuE0HcGKhi-2B7E7TDbRrqEhCCcojSDcE2z0C64GJWZJdWRx9r4wt2nH-2FOHiiZvQ3IzMmTecDWk6-2FL-2F32rdc6JDwXExHP8INTS4I76S1f5Sbxa9P2DMs78HSzx-2FAwpROJk5k-2BUSSrH5JF1jv7nqcW442xc7XqqB1M-2FZZxeh-2FV9LOXCbsB4RTtboK8wVF9XadHG9iRjjEDSgam7wMVua88TKak-2FwbW6En56rC6MT6HfzUinDgt8cIVek3kwTiMpn18lYrk_EGq_knF1Qnl9zMZSdpFHByIGHNcwoCdKO9-2F0195z30H-2BSSztoqbvTAQEfHIFc5F7K9moIepibSOr03r9SNzvI-2BlZRR0ek667yrYorDucC4g2tbyPnZZgxQ6sme1clnqR5ouzdSMEM6l8L-2BtZqb69sUHUXsn95BuOaewWMwtnRTiaarK2RXk2-2BYNOlGw3JkMA8-2F7bxCvCZtF-2FCNPXsHM9uB0R3VlXezYzzqFhSjoqSnqDGgiRdyXpAQKuve1hB77zt44NbU3TIck4C0dkspzwr2lzbwmdR-2BOChbDsVq-2B69xg2kJvSSjhUpk6jeURRoXaHdY74trRGZkVgSQBtNpKqJJ46B9zk30EYquZG2-2FVXHO2N1MxH9oUVXt6TZnFcGXV8YzOo
https://links.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=wLvKtCgdNYVX2ge4uG8NP2WXaRjYCLccTfzbwIrEuMbE7GLvItqQ4zkszu0Ag3briVJNV0MF3STHIov03P0BE5ocAtgaRwwFbFpPCM0BVP3S0rR3bGAN2ywWJabwq68E1l9zAEPb7-2FKdcXKWEe9eIRj-2FpGsJp8DlXop8Uq7-2FEZKuH8QIp6DO-2FutYBdhtQxEfV-2FzGsGz8tyE3PDq-2B85-2FA0oyDxHGoQ1NZ-2FSJS630lD0TFpFrmgw74mWq0EMKM7CvuaZCtc5HPa6f-2FD1Loy-2Fi6VWa3TwRG7e0B-2F4XOdbHldRwPTK2dyBvG-2FaaBLgLAopi7-2FnsO5KHjG2t2xMCillMPGICcfN57sFPuqGEeaFcatW2L7JFSd1lKm-2B-2B8lGgobAST5QPMZu6l7u6GgdpG5MQR4ZcFoTdUA84eLBw1NfmIXcHzceUCtOUyvR7U-2B5KLFEniKXbSlhODcf1XyvqvZMRdqHJ3qorWFkgIzlYRnPljSeOTfgpInyXdwAQPUDOw2F9X7j86TJT2hFKW7xVDIJrni-2Flk-2Bi6-2FytfPSMpPNVDUQyPNjx-2B998U-2Bf-2FqmzJo96i-2F-2FkWdd4xGMfeGfXC3bhicpfFTYOqylUDPGpAcFtvrapdKBdOzDFdZ7bXNJIM2G0thFRtB0z5Gz-2BM0MAWTy8EqawtvW3c-2B-2BjQM9-2FvTNaHo38NbYdB0rh6n8aWFUzRmvVmwo-2F-2FLWA-2BjFpVaX7SSwRzjGaydvyrO8BIkAbEHpUKPSIQndtlu-2F-2FC-2Fqf-2BX4j6qKyEVLcE6ruBAjKANDw9uBhRGD7o1b6zzlgehZTuJnnWtQg0Y-3DsRK5_knF1Qnl9zMZSdpFHByIGHNcwoCdKO9-2F0195z30H-2BSSztoqbvTAQEfHIFc5F7K9moIepibSOr03r9SNzvI-2BlZRR0ek667yrYorDucC4g2tbyPnZZgxQ6sme1clnqR5ouzdSMEM6l8L-2BtZqb69sUHUXsn95BuOaewWMwtnRTiaarK2RXk2-2BYNOlGw3JkMA8-2F7bxCvCZtF-2FCNPXsHM9uB0R3VlXezYzzqFhSjoqSnqDGgiRdyXpAQKuve1hB77zt44N39-2F3B6iqF1T18-2BoiYUYMmjSQwGRIVNrf8ee3KdIwQYO1MRytSFEQ1u-2BPvduxetzYeuPO8DNh0aq-2B-2BuBEfOthSVMLYVD4qfLum0s8XoGPU74r-2Fc9AgzIROSL1eqXAuo1Y
https://links.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=wLvKtCgdNYVX2ge4uG8NP2WXaRjYCLccTfzbwIrEuMbE7GLvItqQ4zkszu0Ag3brJUHlMOUeF0Ls-2FqJfca9n73NXk-2F-2Fc5qhChhSvUNIJ5iy-2BqRN7EdfchrJ48r0Cs9jfuL-2FKllVsj8wCh5C9o9rL1fNh0zHU1TVGB2Uwg-2F0P-2BEGZrTndKdhcUKtfi607AQSGvblTkCMu-2Fm6PdTmzuvvvi7ODgl-2Bjma007LYlTTcEIZ0KOmXrIM-2ByDldGgWYUjMQscxipfyT1RKFVSsrRvIZ41-2F4SpBqbNepNBe1NX97TxLEc4mWGB1e3vj2HPT2TZnb0I-2BgLX-2FKzRKrq-2BZbZwXAAzzEF-2BUa5DaTRXQ5VwJLv3u23Ft49VqVt3UjRzYc41LQ-2FaUsZOzRB-2BAfFlDrKKVuzgqgjTu4N79v3TiDvhpy03f-2FHKgcct1Nt6XiRzdn2fqSpchGUIFJ-2FNduSrpHhjfJvM6naIaPN5NP-2BDd7C9Xb4jT76SJ-2BG6xjMqg8syj6uxgXcVK89ejU-2F02xmPDnb4SpD9y4166BAswiPktj5ZnSZN8OWIpP6KOCqavtb96bkvm0bf2gyqt36pEcbAFgfqJ-2FNxs3mAL12vIke655ASQ-2BmPm71PuYU5yKIMvrp0g4n8YUMEVHXBFaOCVxGup-2BnF7Ux4-2Bnw-2F-2B-2BfX8CaQA-2Bn9xVwx1b3RNUk6EGYs0ATJaCrM28-2FG1n-2BruUAVkTn1BSzL6eQfuAhy04dKesrJ9QP51QlChS95pLvtXuVVbY3RGqm7jAS8djgVRqPlSiGA-2BJVz119Bw-3D-3DJsKK_knF1Qnl9zMZSdpFHByIGHNcwoCdKO9-2F0195z30H-2BSSztoqbvTAQEfHIFc5F7K9moIepibSOr03r9SNzvI-2BlZRR0ek667yrYorDucC4g2tbyPnZZgxQ6sme1clnqR5ouzdSMEM6l8L-2BtZqb69sUHUXsn95BuOaewWMwtnRTiaarK2RXk2-2BYNOlGw3JkMA8-2F7bxCvCZtF-2FCNPXsHM9uB0R3VlXezYzzqFhSjoqSnqDGgiRdyXpAQKuve1hB77zt44NWAgJYAKRXqKhOuMCTGLFa28W1nKoYuukWOgOvpGHA4vdcoCTBqrgy8wzI2FFB2rAZpqSbhzuSwqd9Egeoue-2B0Xw-2FgoGbR4QeRGqO-2BoREaXXEOTyyGFhosAhOecIlRAdzmof-2BABlQYFBDjeXlCPaN4w-3D-3D
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10/5/23 PROGRAM: 

City of Muskegon 
Housing Study 
Speaker: Jake Eckholm 

Introduced by: Dave Alexander 

Reporter: Kathy Moore 

Dave Alexander introduced our 
program speaker – Jake Eckholm, 
Director of Development Services for 
the City of Muskegon. In this role, 
Jake and his amazing top-notch staff 
assist with and guide land use 
planning, zoning and development 
activities, and economic growth 
opportunities for business creation 
and retention. They strive to achieve 
livable, sustainable, and inclusive 
neighborhoods by partnering with 
community to leverage limited 
resources, optimize opportunities, 
and strengthen the vitality of the City. 
As a component of this important 
work, the City of Muskegon recently 
completed a housing needs 
assessment via contract with Bowen 
National Research to: 1) Understand 
the rapidly changing housing 
ecosystem in their community; 2) 
Critique, analyze, and perhaps amend 
their infill housing efforts; 3) Gather 
data that will allow for equity-based 
housing policies by neighborhood; 
and 4) Compile a document that will 
encourage further private sector 
housing investment. 

At the beginning of his presentation, 
Jake Eckholm cautioned that the final 
housing study document is over 400 
pages of detailed information and 
graphs; yet he enthusiastically 
embraced the challenge of 
summarizing it in 20 minutes or less. 
He informed us that the process 
included request for proposals, bid 
award, meetings, more meetings, 
data collection, distribution of survey 
links, and working with the research 
firm to divide the city into 7 
submarkets to focus on specific 
geographic data. The primary 
objective of the study was to assess 

and anticipate housing needs for the 
next 5 years. Key finds focused on 
demographic data points (such as 
population projections, poverty rates, 
etc.) and housing data points (such as 
cost burdened households, barriers to 
building, etc.). Jake shared that their 
population was projected to be stable 
of the next 5 years, but the base of 
senior households, older millennials, 
and middle aged is growing. In 
addition, the data showed that the 
City is comprised of younger and 
more racially diverse residents in 
comparison to the rest of Muskegon 
County. Median income varies widely 
by submarket, but overall the City’s 
median income increased 30% from 
2010 to 2022. While 100% of all rental 
growth is projected to occur in 
households earning more than $30K; 
all homeowner household growth is 
projected to occur in income brackets 
over $60K. 

The study 
analyzed multiple 
housing data 
points which 
revealed that the 
greatest rental 
housing need is 
in the low-
income category 
($895-
$1,430/monthly 
rent) and the 
largest for-sale 
housing need is 
within the 

moderate-income ($190-668-
$286,000) price point. Percentages of 
substandard housing stock as well as 
cost-burdened housing (consumes 
more than 30% of income) were 
highlighted in the report. Jake also 
explained that the apartment data 
overview revealed overall shortages 
across all price points and types. 
While the for-sale housing overview 
showed that only five units were 
available for sale between $200K-
$299K (4 city builds, one private sale). 
Most new construction in the private-
sector-for-sale product costs over 
$600K. Jake Eckholm continued with 
interesting commuter/worker data: 
86.7% of the people employed in the 
city limits commute into the city 
every day, but do not reside there. 
Approximately 9% of the commuters 
surveyed said they would live in the 
city if there was suitable available 
housing. The study indicated that the 
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City’s largest challenge to building out 
is lack of available space to infill the 
nearly 3,000 units needed. The 
program concluded with a brief 
overview of next steps which include 
revisions to housing policies and 
deployment of strategic housing 
initiatives/projects. The targeted 
timeline is 2024-2027. 

Of course, this is just a fraction of the 
information gathered and data 
presented. For more information, visit 
the City of Muskegon’s Development 
Services website at 
https://muskegon-mi.gov/city-
services/development-services/.  
 

*** 

Member Spotlight: 
Erin Kuhn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Erin Kuhn is the Executive Director of 
the West Michigan Shoreline Regional 
Development Commission. She has 
been with the agency for more than 
20 years, working in the economic 
development and local government 
services programs prior to becoming 
the executive director in 2014. Erin is 
a governor appointee and Vice Chair 
of the Michigan Infrastructure Council 
and serves on the United Way of the 
Lakeshore Board of Directors. She 
served as President of the Michigan 
Association of Regions from 2019 
through 2022 and is former chair of 
the West Michigan Prosperity 
Alliance. Erin credits the Muskegon 
Rotary Club for being a vital hub for 
networking and collaboration. She 

commented that Rotary empowers 
community members to take the lead 
in addressing local, regional and 
world-wide needs. Through this 
collaboration, she believes that we 
have strengthened our collective 
impact and completed long-lasting 
community projects. Erin was born 
and raised in West Michigan. She 
earned degrees from Muskegon 
Community College and Grand Valley 
State University. Erin currently lives in 
the City of Norton Shores with her 
husband and three children. 

You can see Erin’s full spotlight 
interview here.  

*** 

New Member Induction: Phil 
McPherson 

Sponsored by Jill Bonthuis 

Phil 
McPherson is Director of Business for 
Pioneer Resources. Phil arrived in 
Muskegon in 1996 and has been 
involved in many community 
initiatives since. He was instrumental 
in creating a low income pharmacy 
program in partnership with other 

colleagues. Phil and his husband 
Richard are both very philanthropic, 
serve on many boards, and believe in 
creating systemic positive change to 
marginalized populations in our 
community. Most of all he strives to 
make Muskegon a better place to live, 
work, and play. 

Welcome to Muskegon Rotary, Phil! 

*** 

 

10/12/23 PROGRAM: 

Business Soap Box 
Introduced by: Dave Alexander 

Reporter: Meredith Smillie 

Local business updates were 
introduced by Dave Alexander on 
things you need to know.  

 

Frank Peterson: WheelFish Group. 
Frank noted there is a lot of 
scaffolding going up at their building. 
They are looking to replace the 
current roof and roof trusses. There 
were roof leaks that caused some 
infrastructure problems. The whole 
third floor in the center will be 
coming down, brick by brick and the 
dormers will be coming off, in 

https://muskegon-mi.gov/city-services/development-services/
https://muskegon-mi.gov/city-services/development-services/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaqyT4ocGaI
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addition to the roof. There will be 
metal columns from the basement to 
the attic and then the trusses will be 
re-installed to support the building. 
This is a $2.5 million project and 
WheelFish received a $2 million grant 
from the state of Michigan. Co-
working space is also available at the 
WheelFish location and there is an 
information meeting on November 1. 
Contact Frank for additional 
information.  

 

Rachel Gorman: Rachel is the COO of 
Lakeshore Muskegon Chamber of 
Commerce. Muskegon is a growing 
tourism destination and that every 
airplane part is manufactured in 
Muskegon. Cytiva employs 16,000 
people in 40 states. They are 
investing in Muskegon with a 
multimillion dollar building 
manufacturing plant of bio-medical 
technology. They will employ 200 
people locally. This is an active 
economic development for 
Muskegon. Friday, October 27 MLCC 
will have a breakfast learning session 
and the new plant manager will be 
present if you would like more 
information or take a peek here. 

 

Michael Ramsey: Michael presented 
on the Muskegon Livability Lab 
completed on September 26, 2023. 
The Livability Lab is a group of 
individuals that compile community 
data and identify root causes 

(community buckets) and compare 
with other communities. Our 
community came together to explore 
community conditions impacting 
livability in Muskegon County and to 
form actions teams to address 
positive changes. This inspired 16 
community teams to come together 
and identify areas that they would 
like to tackle in the next 100 days. The 
Livability Lab embraces the idea that 
small wins can lead to big changes. If 
you would like to participate in the 
livability lab, check out the list and get 
involved today. 582 surveys were 
completed over the year and there is 
a ton of data and information on 
what the community is passionate 
about. You can contact Michael 
Ramsey for additional information or 
how to become involved.  

 

Kendrah Robinson: Kendrah shared 
on her mentoring group Aspiring Law 
Ladies of Muskegon. Kendrah started 
a mentorship group focused on high 
school women in Muskegon that are 
interested in studying law. Seven to 
nine women became a part of the 
initial group and Kendrah, as well as 
additional women in law, walked 
them through the action steps of 
applying to law school. She hopes to 
open up avenues to women in 
Muskegon County to study law. 
Ravenna, Reeths Puffer, Whitehall 
and Muskegon Public Schools have 
participated, as well as students at 
Muskegon Community College. 
Muskegon Community College is 
offering support and space for 
Kendrah’s passion. The group has 
grown from 7 to 44 young women 
interested in attending law school. If 

you would like additional information, 
feel free to reach out to Kendrah.  

 

Eric Seifert spoke about Muskegon 
Angels. One of the concerns of local 
businesses are that they are being 
purchased by out-of-state buyers 
versus a local business owner. Having 
local business owners keeps revenue 
and tax dollars locally and local 
business owners are less likely lay off 
employees during challenging 
economic times. Several Muskegon 
businesses have been sold and moved 
out of state, or have changed 
business models that do not make 
them sustainable. Muskegon Angels 
began to keep locally owned 
businesses locally owned They are 
looking for local businesses that are 
ready to be for sale, assist them in 
readying the business for sale, and 
seeking local investors. They assist 
with mentoring and investing for 
individuals interested in purchasing 
locally owned businesses. For more 
information on Muskegon Angels, 
contact Eric.  

 
DJ Hillson: Our prosecutor spoke 
about some anti-crime initiatives. 
These are proactive services that 
occur outside of the courtroom. The 
Youth Diversion Program diverts first 
time offenders from going through 
the juvenile justice process and helps 
curb any further criminal behavior. DJ 
did note that these youth are held 

https://www.cytivalifesciences.com/en/us/news-center/cytiva-expanding-us-operations-beyond-the-east-coast-10001
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accountable, but if they successfully 
complete the program offenses are 
not on their permanent record. DJ is 
also working with schools on a 
truancy program, as attending school 
is a key indicator to graduation and 
post high school employment. They 
now have a truancy officer in the PA’s 
office that works with local schools. 
The Power of a Choice assembly, is a 
partnership with Fresh Coast Alliance, 
and adults who have been in the 
criminal system and sharing how their 
choices have affected them. The 
Power of a Choice assembly is held at 
local schools. DJ noted they are 
seeing a huge impact with this 
program. They have also established a 
release from jail and back to home 
program to assist inmates in getting 
back home and to work. If you have 
any questions about these programs, 
reach out to DJ. 

 
Bob Lukens shared an update on this 
summer’s tourism impact. We had a 
great summer and many people came 
to visit to Muskegon. We are slightly 
behind where we were in 2022, 
mostly due to COVID restrictions 
being lifted in 2022 and this year’s 
rising travel costs. Bob notes that 
they are really tracking visitors 
travelling from 50 miles away or 
more, as they are more likely to be 
staying overnight. 1.9 million visits 
occurred in 2022 and visitors on 
average spent 12.5 hours in 
Muskegon with the Saturday of Bike 
Time/Rebel Road Festival being the 
busiest day in 2022. 1.5 million visits 
occurred in 2023 with 11.7 hours 
average time spent in Muskegon with 
Sunday, July 30 being the busiest day 

(which was actually Coast Guard 
Festival weekend). $1.9 million in 
taxes and hotel revenue came into 
the county in 2022 and $1.67 million 
in taxes and hotel revenue in 2023. 
See Bob Lukens for more information. 
 

*** 

New Member Induction: 
Brandy Carlson 

Sponsored by Jackie Farrar, 
introduced by Matt Farrar  

Brandy Carlson is a Chief Financial 
Officer with 25 years of experience in 
Muskegon County Government and 
Community Mental Health services. 
She specializes in funding 
methodologies, leadership and 
reporting of community mental 
health services and is responsible for 
educating and empowering others on 
the nuances of funding mental health, 
substance use and integrated health 
services through Michigan's Medicaid 
and Certified Community Behavioral 
Health processes. Brandy also is a 
strong advocate for Suicide 
Prevention and is a Psychological First 
Aid responder. She is a powerful force 
in the workplace and uses her 
positive attitude and tireless energy 
to encourage others to work hard and 
succeed. Brandy is inspired by her 
husband, Terry of 27 years, three 
children: Krysta (26), Kayla (23) and 
Jackson (8). In her free time, She likes 
to boat, read, and hike.  
 

*** 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brave Rotarian Contest 
The Brave Rotarian Contest for the 
fall is full. Rotary in Action will 
commence on October 26! 

Muskegon Rotary 
Foundation Grant 
Applications 
Muskegon Rotary Foundation Grant 
application process is open for our 
2024 round. Muskegon Rotary 
provides funding for programs and 
projects primarily in Muskegon 
County. Grants typically range from 
$5,000 – $15,000.  

Muskegon Rotary is interested in 
fresh, innovative approaches to 
addressing community needs that 
emulate the values of the Rotary four-
way test, and making grants that 
create a broad impact by leveraging 
other funding sources and 
collaborating with other 
organizations. 

We are asking all Rotarians to 
promote this opportunity among your 
community contacts who could 
benefit from this small grant 
opportunity to be our partners in 
Serving our community to foster 
belonging, well-being, and economic 
stability. 

Our Grant Making Priorities, Grant 
Making Criteria, and Application 
Process are published on our web-site 
page - Guidelines for Grant Making 

We will accept letters of inquiry 
though November. Eligible applicants 
will be asked to submit a full proposal 
by March 15, 2024. 

A description of eligible projects and 
applicants is available on our 
Website, Muskegonrotary.org - the 
grants page is 
https://muskegonrotary.org/page/gui
delines-for-grant-making. 

 

 
 

https://muskegonrotary.org/page/guidelines-for-grant-making.
https://muskegonrotary.org/page/guidelines-for-grant-making
https://muskegonrotary.org/page/guidelines-for-grant-making
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ReWine Updates 
ReWine met October 5, 2023 at 
Walker’s in the Delta. Here are some 
highlights: 

Committee updates about Interact 
clubs and the New Generations 
Council. This council is looking at 
ways to move some other unused 
moneys into scholarship funds that 
would aid students to travel to 
Honduras, El Salvador, and the Life 
Leadership Council. 

Order your ReWine logo gear from 
Chad at Trophy House. Contact Carim 
Calkins with questions. 

Upcoming events: 

• Oct 19 – ReWine at Walker’s 5:15 

• Oct 26 – Rotary Harvest Fest at 
the CIM 

• Oct 29 – Meeting about El 
Salvador trip at 6:30pm First 
Lutheran Church, Whitehall Rd. 

• Nov 11– Interact District 
Conference in Rockford 

• Feb 13 – Chili Cook Off at First 
Lutheran Church on Whitehall Rd 

• Apr 22 – Earth Day – planting the 
micro-forest in Muskegon. See 
John Noling for more info.  

*** 
 

RIM Reporting Team 
Susan Besteman 

Kathy Moore  

Meredith Smillie 

Jackie Farrar 

Roger Morgenstern 

Lori Weiler  

Roger Morgenstern & Mark Alpher, 
Photographers 

Bill Johanson, Contributor 

John Noling, Contributor 

Mike Vogas, Contributor 

The Muskegon  
Rotary Diversity,  
Equity & Inclusion  
Committee presents  
community activities  
with a DEI focus.  
Below are links to several  
upcoming programs related to  
NEA Big Read Lakeshore that are coming up. 
Check them out! 
Facebook * YouTube * LinkedIn  
Instagram * TikTok  
 

https://www.facebook.com/MuskegonAreaDistrictLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3p73nXZ_UJBCLvmNkns5gQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/muskegon-area-district-library
https://www.instagram.com/madl_pics/
https://www.tiktok.com/@muskegonadl

