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Crystal-New Hope-Robbinsdale Rotary Club 
Board Meeting Notes
July 29, 2026


I.	Attendance
Nichol Sutton, Kathi Hemken, Mark Neubauer, Nina Wolf, John Lapointe, Jim Benshoof, Bailey Zimbelmann, Anita Perkins and Anne Norris.  

II.	Board Business  
A. The Board reviewed the meeting notes from the June 17 2026 Board meeting
B. President Update
A. District 5950 updates
1. Art Gallery request and update – Sutton pursuing possible event at Robbins Art Gallery
B. Potential Club outing to Lynx game – looking at August 24 game; Sutton getting more information
C. Brooklyn Park Rotary Oktoberfest, Oct. 3, 2-5 p.m., Edinburgh USA
D. GiveButter.com – possible alternative to accepting money for Club events
E. August meetings – Sutton reviewed upcoming meetings and speakers
F. CNHR Constitution and Bylaws – more at August Board meeting
G. Updating officer and committee handbooks – more at August Board meeting
C. Secretary Update – nothing to report
D. Treasurer Update
A. Club account at Citizen’s Bank:  Motion by Hemken, seconded by Norris, to add Nichol Sutton and John Lapointe to and remove Andrew Agosto and Daniel Bakken from the Club’s Citizen’s Bank account.  Motion carried.   
B. Budget update – Sutton and Lapointe are developing an operating budget for the Club; more to report in Auguust
E. Immediate Past President Update
A. Chicks with Sticks – September 19 at New Hope Golf Course
F. Foundation Updates
A. District 5950 Foundation – the Board reviewed the status of the District 5950 Foundation account.  Benshoof noted that the account is awaiting the proceeds from the golf event, once all the numbers are finalized.  
1. Benshoof reported the Maple Grove Pollinator Garden project was approved by the District Grant Committee.
B. The Rotary Foundation – Benshoof reported he is taking on the Rotary Foundation and would like that to be the November 4 program as November is Rotary Foundation month.
G. Committee Updates
A. Membership:  Motion by Zimbelmann, seconded by Lapointe to accept the application from David Blair to become a Club member.  Motion carried. 
B. Social Media/Public Image: Zimbelmann and Sutton just did a social media post about Rotary.  
C. Service Projects:  the Board agreed more service projects are needed.  The YMCA has an event in October.
H. Grant Requests
A. Request from Scout Troop 268: the project is complete and the application has been withdrawn.
B. Request from Helping Us Grow (HUG):  The Board considered a request from HUG for $1,000 for diapers, pullups and wipes.  Motion by Hemken, seconded by Perkins, to approve the grant request of $1,000 to HUG for diapers, pullups and wipes.  Motion carried.
C. Request from Haiti Outreach (tabled from June Board meeting):  The Board discussed the request from Haiti Outreach for funds for sanitation stations in Pignon, Haiti, to be matched by UNICEF.  Motion by Lapointe, seconded by Zimbelmann, to approve a grant of $1,500 to Haiti Outreach for sanitation stations in Pignon, and that the Club will seek a match from the Benshoof Foundation.  Motion carried.
The Board also discussed a request from other clubs to pursue a Small District International Grant in 2027-2028 to do a water/sanitation project in Pignon, Haiti.  Motion by Lapointe, seconded by Zimbelmann, to pursue a Small District International Grant in 2027-2028 to do a water/sanitation project in Pignon, Haiti.  Motion carried.   
D.  Request from TreeHouse:  The Board discussed a grant application from TreeHouse for funds for youth retreats, the Fall Retreat and Winter Blast.  Motion by Hemken, seconded by Benshoof, to approve a grant of $1,000 to TreeHouse for youth retreats.  Motion carried.
I. Additional Business – Sutton will not be at the September 16 meeting.
J. Once Around 
K. The Board adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

 Next Board meet is August 26, time and location TBD
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