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The Leawood RotarianThe Leawood Rotarian

February 5 Program: 
Kim Hammers – Embrace

Enriching Many By Reaching All in Catholic Education

Meeting ID: 813 1042 7816

Passcode: RotaryLaunch Meeting - Zoom

Click link below to launch Zoom

February Greeters:
Ken Selzer, Stu Sharp, Chuck 
Sipple, Ron Slepitza, Diane 
Stoddard, Tom Sullivan

Greeter Captains:
February 5 – Diane Stoddard
February 12 – Chuck Sipple
February 19 – Tom Sullivan 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
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Last Week’s Meeting
Leawood Rotarians heard from Secretary Rick Robinson, who presented the club’s  
2025-2030 Strategic Plan. 
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Kirk Nelsen (Re) Inducted

Kirk’s first induction 
into he Leawood 
Rotary Club on 
February 12, 2015. 
Welcome back, Kirk!



We Make Pour Choices
German Rieslings were the focus for January’s We Make Pour Choices gathering. 
The Lippes hosted once again, much to the delight of Doris Lippe’s fans (her baked 
goods are always a hit). Those in attendance agreed the event was well worth 
braving the cold!
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We Make Pour Choices
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About 40 people, including several Leawood 
Rotarians, showed up bright and early Saturday 
Morning, January 31, to pack 10,000 meals for The 
Outreach Program. The 50 boxes, filled with shelf-
stable Spanish rice with protein, will benefit people 
in need due to circumstances such as government 
shut-downs that affect school nutrition programs. 
The majority of meals stay in the local area where 
packed. Students from Pembroke Hill School and the 
National Honor Society at Blue Valley North High 
School were a tremendous help with meal packing.

January 31 Service Project
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For the Goal – A Service 
Opportunity in Leawood

Happy New Year, Rotarians-
As we prepare to welcome people from around the globe to Kansas City, it will 
come as no surprise that the City of Leawood has a committee of busy 
volunteers and staff who are organizing many events. From Watch Parties to 
Business Readiness Grants, from a better-than-ever Celebration in the Park for 
America's 250th, to a new Independence Day parade on the morning of July 4, 
we are busy AND excited!

Our theme is "For the Goal" in honor of the soccer statue in City Park.

Rotarians Stephen Powell and I are enjoying our time on the 
executive committee and are very excited about the many things we've 
already accomplished.

So finally- the reason for this note: This spring, we are inviting Leawood 
community groups and individuals to help us pick up litter along some of our 
main corridors and intersections.

We've created the following SignUpGenius and I ask that you consider signing 
up AND sharing it with anyone who might be interested.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-
leawood

We may add more dates and locations once these start to fill, so I'll probably 
share it again in early March. But I'd VERY MUCH  appreciate it if you'd 
consider being an early-signer-upper!

Please let me or Stephen know if you have any questions.
With appreciation--
Lisa Harrison
913.522.5049

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood


Leawood History: The Leawood Drive-In

The multi-story screens that popped up with great frequency in the 1950s were 
the sign that drive-in movie theaters had become a growing part of the 
entertainment scene across the nation and here in Leawood. When the Leawood 
Drive-In opened on June 26, 1953, at 120th & State Line Road, it was billed as “the 
showplace of Kansas City.” The $350,000 theater featured the “largest screen in 
the Midwest” in a facility designed with the appearance of a “Southern Mansion.” 
The six-story-tall screen was designed to give a “third dimension effect,” 
something the drive-in’s owner, Dickinson Theatres, Inc., stressed in it advertising.

Able to accommodate over one thousand cars, the theatre also offered a free 
playground for the children, located at the base of the screen. Opening night 
featured the film Lure of the Wilderness with Jeffrey Hunter, and Tembo with 
Howard Hill. Donald Duck and Pluto cartoons targeted the younger members of 
the audience. Customers were entertained between feature films with a 
“mammoth” fireworks display. Various prizes were advertised to encourage 
attendance at the opening: flowers to the ladies, an “Indian war bonnet for each 
child,” and a flashing key ring for the first 500 men. A Westinghouse washing 
machine was promised to the car that arrived with the most adults inside. 
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Eventually, drive-ins fell upon declining fortunes and reputations. What had 
started as a venue for family entertainment slowly became a venue jokingly 
referred to as “The Passion Pit” which began showing edited adult movies to keep 
customers coming. The Leawood Drive-In closed in 1976 and a further indignity 
came in June of 1979 when the property was declared by the Leawood City 
Council to be legally abandoned. Residential development in the area, particularly 
Verona Gardens to the north of the site, had created a situation that prohibited 
the once popular drive-in from reopening. In the early 1980s another battled 
waged, namely with how the property was to be rezoned and redeveloped. 
Nearby residents wanted more single-family homes. Property owner, Wilson 
Williams, wanted to built a shopping center on the property. In the end, the 
shopping center prevailed, with a Hy-Vee grocery store as the anchor tenant. 
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Looking Ahead to February

Programs:
February 12: FIFA World Cup Preparations/Opportunities 

– Lisa Harrison and Stephen Powell (Invocator – Lisa May)

February 19: Jim Grant, Executive Director of the Global 
Birthing Home Foundation (Invocator – John Meier)

February 26: Board Meeting
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