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March 5 Meeting:

Meeting ID: 813 1042 7816

Passcode: RotaryLaunch Meeting - Zoom

Click link below to launch Zoom

March 12 –  SchoolSmartKC/Mental Health Pilot Program – 
                     Tasheka Garrett

March 19 – Crossroads First Fridays – Jeff Owens

March 26 – Board Meeting

Looking Ahead:
Programs:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
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Polio Plus Updates
Notable Happenings for our Club’s Support of Polio Plus, from Jim Arnett

Continuing Eradication News:

LOOK BACK 72 YEARS: On February 23, 1954, 137 children from Arsenal Elementary 

School in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, received the first group injections of the new Polio 

Vaccine developed by Dr, Jonas Salk.

• Happy to report that so far this year there have been ZERO Wild Polio Cases  

• 2025 ended down to 44 Wild Polio Cases vs. 99 cases during 2024 

• Most recent case was in Pakistan, ten weeks ago on December 14, 2025

• In response, a new National Immunization campaign in Pakistan targeting 4.1 million 

kids was started February 5, 2026

• In Afghanistan, with renewed support from Rotary & its GPEI partners, happy to say it 

has now been 4 months since that country’s last case on October 24, 2025

Leawood’s Polio Plus Support News:

• Past the Halfway point this Rotary Year & our members have already donated $6,010 

compared to $2,622 donated by this time last year:

o Total of $4,510 has already been sent and credited by The Rotary Foundation

o Additional $1,500 is deposited in the Club’s Polio Plus Charitable Account

o Will be working with Gary to get those donations sent to TRF soon

o Recall toward the end of last year an additional $2,500 was added from the 

Charitable Account bringing our total for 2024-2025 to $10,389 (A Record!)

• All Leawood members are encouraged to donate to Polio Plus before End of Year

o Polio Plus Society Members are requested to check your records to be sure you 

have met your annual donation pledge for the July 2025-June 2026 Rotary Year

o If you are not yet a member of the Polio Plus Society, it is not too late this year.

o Easiest way: Open your My.Rotary.Org account & use Rotary Direct

o Save the date for our Tuesday, April 7th Polio Fundraiser @ Chicken & Pickle -  

Invite family friends and neighbors to dine & benefit Polio Plus 6:00 – 8:00pm

• Look ahead to the leadup to World Immunization Week as our District Polio Plus 

Chair, Maria Wilson, will be our featured program presenter on April 16th.

• Be sure to read in the District Newsletter about the possibility of traveling to India in 

October with Maria to participate in the country’s fall National Immunization Day by 

being part of a team delivering the “2-Drops” and also visiting this amazing place in 

the world.
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For the Goal – A Service 
Opportunity in Leawood

Happy New Year, Rotarians-
As we prepare to welcome people from around the globe to Kansas City, it will 
come as no surprise that the City of Leawood has a committee of busy 
volunteers and staff who are organizing many events. From Watch Parties to 
Business Readiness Grants, from a better-than-ever Celebration in the Park for 
America's 250th, to a new Independence Day parade on the morning of July 4, 
we are busy AND excited!

Our theme is "For the Goal" in honor of the soccer statue in City Park.

Rotarians Stephen Powell and I are enjoying our time on the 
executive committee and are very excited about the many things we've 
already accomplished.

So finally- the reason for this note: This spring, we are inviting Leawood 
community groups and individuals to help us pick up litter along some of our 
main corridors and intersections.

We've created the following SignUpGenius and I ask that you consider signing 
up AND sharing it with anyone who might be interested.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-
leawood

We may add more dates and locations once these start to fill, so I'll probably 
share it again in early March. But I'd VERY MUCH  appreciate it if you'd 
consider being an early-signer-upper!

Please let me or Stephen know if you have any questions.
With appreciation--
Lisa Harrison
913.522.5049

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
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Gathering for Good Event - Lawrence, KS
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Doubletree Hotel – 200 McDonald Drive

April 11:

April 7:

You’re invited Back to the 60’s at Gathering for 
Good, a themed evening benefiting The Rotary 
Foundation!
Event Highlights:
• Live & silent auction (proceeds benefit The Rotary 
Foundation and are credited to the winning 
member)
• Wine & Liquor Pull
• Trivia game
• Open bar with themed drinks
• 60’s attire encouraged
Tickets are $75 per person (covers event costs, no 
donation to the Foundation is included in ticket 
price).

Visit the Event Site to get your tickets today!

https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.f6JwQGc1YHiimurOm7BH45FOptnURvnCUu4-2BVAZRW8hrs13xOEGlpR0ktoj5-2B2xUCU-2BsjaR1rUoeCqGxVOj9aTJECdi71RbW9D6orVGW5JTg9sRoiR9iSPgkwU-2BBhKGahmrPhYJJZ4IujIU5IcQnXT1PLZYCZD0ljMKXIVF-2BShLA7QwAhcWvAC-2ByVxxWdBHjf4O9KbQTvUnyyKHpBnVV9w-3D-3D8bRT_ibkQ8AOuj307Pi7xHMtQK-2FugRiPiUroa4geXjixD2QqzchkQqMsQvh0rbHoZkK3hniw5BnIzhA4bhx-2FNxAa7nj4AtAITjaRMZYsifxYaIQ5tfZzPPcqf3G0noTzWwXBfjJlcWC8aBm6-2FUdk-2FKRPcJPk54H-2FSFi2EA2VQ9iScntqoX6jEHV4UOEn2jcGE0UsXtUzUMJH4Ev0QqexklucbBSqzVri1oWv7B71q3NJ4P3mp3czJzLdvmvZ2tc-2FTWq4j-2BocHY7CLtYeWHwTqD1hiUgDX5iz-2FLASotXqVho4PjQiX-2B8IBmEYgaAbDHgUyR8-2BSN330ITuKVGLK1ol1u0QwKeZ62dyR4-2F-2B3M3gLJTObToo-3D


Upcoming Events – Save the Dates!
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April 30:

Fifth Thursday Social Event - Discover O.P.
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
8001 Santa Fe Dr., Overland Park, KS
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We are set to have a Community Service event at Flourish Furnishings in Grandview 
on Saturday morning, March 21, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. If you have not been there 
before, please join us. They have many jobs from “shopping assistance”, furniture 
repair, electrical repair, linen sorting, household goods sorting, truck unloading, and 
much more. If you wish to attend the event, please email me ASAP as they limit our 
participation to only ten volunteers. Please plan on wearing your Rotary Work vest 
for a group picture early in the shift.

Please register online or at the event.: flourishfurniturebank.org

Chuck Sipple
Community Services Committee

Service Project  
March 21

I-Lan’s Lunar New Year Celebration
Photos taken on Friday, February 20, at Ironhorse Golf Club

http://flourishfurniturebank.org/
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Kansas City Star, September 22, 1948

Leawood History:
From Suburban District to City of the Third-Class
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Kansas City Star, October 19, 1948

Leawood History:
From Suburban District to City of the Third-Class
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Kansas City Star, December 1, 1948

Leawood History:
From Suburban District to City of the Third-Class

Kansas City Star,
December 2, 1948
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