The Leawood Rotarian

The Newsletter of the Leawood Rotary Club

Celebrating Over 30 Years! leawoodrotary.org March 19, 2026

March 19 Meeting:
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Friday in the Crossroads

e

Mark your calendar! On the First Friday ot every month, thousands
of residents and visitors fill the Crossroads Arts District in Kansas
City to enjoy what has become the City's most dynamic and popular
event: #firstfridayskc. Our community comes alive as arts
organizations, galleries, studios, and a wide variety of businesses in
the district feature local, regional, national, and international artists.

Also catch one of the Crossroads' creative wall murals or visit our

t
exciting new Art Alleys between Baltimore and Wyandotte from 18
Street to Southwest Blvd which are filled with Art Vendors and their

(Mcrossroads.org

individual artistic creations!

@ Click link below 'ro' launch Zoom Meeting ID: 813 1042 7816
zoom Launch Meeting - Zoom Passcode: Rotary

Invocator: Kirk Nelsen

March Greeters:

Carlos Vidas, Jonn Wullschleger (Captain 3/19),
Kirt Yoder, Dave Anderson, Stephen Black



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success

Last Week’s Meeting

Doug Wesselschmidt transferred his Rotary membership to Leawood Rotary Club,
with Stephen Powell as his sponsor. Then, Tasheka Garrett presented shocking
statistics and ways everyone can help defeat human trafficking, particularly among
brown and black girls and women.

Douglas !

Guess This Rotarian

When she’s not representing fellow
residents of the City of Leawood,
this servant leader fulfills many
roles for Leawood Rotary Club and
her church. Who can name this
sassy young lady?




For the Goal — A Service
Opportunity in Leawood

Happy New Year, Rotarians-

As we prepare to welcome people from around the globe to Kansas City, it will
come as no surprise that the City of Leawood has a committee of busy
volunteers and staff who are organizing many events. From Watch Parties to
Business Readiness Grants, from a better-than-ever Celebration in the Park for
America's 250th, to a new Independence Day parade on the morning of July 4,
we are busy AND excited!

Our theme is "For the Goal" in honor of the soccer statue in City Park.

Rotarians Stephen Powell and | are enjoying our time on the
executive committee and are very excited about the many things we've
already accomplished.

So finally- the reason for this note: This spring, we are inviting Leawood
community groups and individuals to help us pick up litter along some of our
main corridors and intersections.

We've created the following SignUpGenius and | ask that you consider signing
up AND sharing it with anyone who might be interested.

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/30EOB49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-
leawood

{ /SignUpGenius

We may add more dates and locations once these start to fill, so I'll probably
share it again in early March. But I'd VERY MUCH appreciate it if you'd
consider being an early-signer-upper!

Please let me or Stephen know if you have any questions.
With appreciation--

Lisa Harrison

913.522.5049



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B49A9AB2CA7FD0-61376952-leawood

Upcoming Events — Save the Dates!

April 7: Tuesday, April 7, 2026
6-8 pm

Chicken N Pickle
5901 W 135" St.
Overland Park, KS 66223

April 11:

Gathering for Good Event - Lawrence, KS
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Doubletree Hotel — 200 McDonald Drive

You're invited Back to the 60’s at Gathering for
Good, a themed evening benefiting The Rotary
Foundation! R o o
Event Highlights: " 2 .

- Live & silent auction (proceeds benefit The Rotary W
Foundation and are credited to the winning

* Wine & Liquor Pull V 92 :

member)

* Trivia game

- Open bar with themed drinks R S R
: ) @ @ 2

- 60’s attire encouraged

Tickets are $75 per person (covers event costs, no

donation to the Foundation is included in ticket

price).

Visit the Event Site to get your tickets today!
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https://clicks.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.f6JwQGc1YHiimurOm7BH45FOptnURvnCUu4-2BVAZRW8hrs13xOEGlpR0ktoj5-2B2xUCU-2BsjaR1rUoeCqGxVOj9aTJECdi71RbW9D6orVGW5JTg9sRoiR9iSPgkwU-2BBhKGahmrPhYJJZ4IujIU5IcQnXT1PLZYCZD0ljMKXIVF-2BShLA7QwAhcWvAC-2ByVxxWdBHjf4O9KbQTvUnyyKHpBnVV9w-3D-3D8bRT_ibkQ8AOuj307Pi7xHMtQK-2FugRiPiUroa4geXjixD2QqzchkQqMsQvh0rbHoZkK3hniw5BnIzhA4bhx-2FNxAa7nj4AtAITjaRMZYsifxYaIQ5tfZzPPcqf3G0noTzWwXBfjJlcWC8aBm6-2FUdk-2FKRPcJPk54H-2FSFi2EA2VQ9iScntqoX6jEHV4UOEn2jcGE0UsXtUzUMJH4Ev0QqexklucbBSqzVri1oWv7B71q3NJ4P3mp3czJzLdvmvZ2tc-2FTWq4j-2BocHY7CLtYeWHwTqD1hiUgDX5iz-2FLASotXqVho4PjQiX-2B8IBmEYgaAbDHgUyR8-2BSN330ITuKVGLK1ol1u0QwKeZ62dyR4-2F-2B3M3gLJTObToo-3D

Upcoming Events — Save the Dates!

April 30:

Fifth Thursday Social Event - Discover O.P.
5:00 — 7:00 p.m.
8001 Santa Fe Dr., Overland Park, KS

Save the Date!

Leawood Rotary Social Event
Thursday, April 30, 2026 - 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

==
il i.m g' 'tsk VMI e

« Food & Beverages
provided!

« See the newest
attraction in
Downtown O.P.!

« Details to come.

Discover O.P. - 8001 Santa Fe Drive, Overland Park, KS




Service Project FILOURISE
March 21 A FURNITURE BANK

We are set to have a Community Service event at Flourish Furnishings in Grandview
on Saturday morning, March 21, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. If you have not been there
before, please join us. They have many jobs from “shopping assistance”, furniture
repair, electrical repair, linen sorting, household goods sorting, truck unloading, and
much more. If you wish to attend the event, please email me ASAP as they limit our
participation to only ten volunteers. Please plan on wearing your Rotary Work vest
for a group picture early in the shift.

Please register online or at the event.: flourishfurniturebank.org

Chuck Sipple
Community Services Committee

Service Project
April 14

We have scheduled a Service Day at Project Cure
for Tuesday, April 14th from 1-3:30pm. As far as

| know, we will be doing our regular sorting and .
warehouse work, but we may have other things projectc.u.r.e.
to do that day also.

We will meet at 12:30pm in the parking lot just east of the old/new UMB bank site
at 1-435 and State Line for those who wish to carpool. This is another great chance
to do good and have some fun with your Rotarian friends.

For newer members, the Kansas City warehouse where we volunteer is in the Hunt
Midwest Subtropolis (the caves) near Worlds of Fun. If you would like

more information before volunteering, please contact me.

Please let me know if you can make it by emailing me at the email below. Also let
me know if you plan on driving yourself and | will get you directions.

Thanks very much and let me know if you have any questions.

Rick Robinson rickrobinson.kc@gmail.com

International Committee Project Cure Coordinator

6
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Rotary Rewind - April 2012

Brad Moore was invited to speak at the Rotary Club of St. Charles, Missouri. The topic
was the runway expansion at Lambert Airport, which decimated the town of Bridgeton.
Brad exchanged club banners and still stays connected with some members of the club.

Member Moment

In our sixth installment of “Rotary Member
Moment,” we feature Past President, Jonn

Woullschleger.

You can watch Jonn’s video on Facebook by
clicking on the link below:

https://www.facebook.com/reel/11
62240949226401/?s=single unit



https://www.facebook.com/reel/1162240949226401/?s=single_unit
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1162240949226401/?s=single_unit

Leawood History:

Kansas City Star - June 11, 1980

Retaining the pqsg}‘p_fiﬁning for the future

memugmmuum. southemn development strategy

By Brenda Spillman
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The city’s tax base, already a
mwm‘l‘lmemteabot:
wood years ago,
stretched thin. oldew‘i:d-
ration—aging gutters
streets and drainage ditches

tion; uncontrolled commercial
development could have effects
as devastating.

Controlled or uncontrolled,
cmthere's only one place commer-

Faced with the task of decid-
ing what the view south from I-
435 will be, the city is working on
a plan that, when complete in six
to eight months, will yield a de-
tailed picture of how develop-
ment is to occur, the mayor
says. The city has hired two con-
surt.ing firms, one local and one
national, to help develop a plan.

An:!.a&:becny ploit:hsstrat-
egy for the south, it
over its shoulder to remind it.sl:ﬁ
. u.b carefitili‘hnx;ingmpre-
serve by P .

“I've always said that the city
north of 1435 needs the area
south because that’s the onl
place where commerecial -
PERR, aux tax base,”’ Crippin

Continued...
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“And the south is very much ‘“There’s a lot at stake in Lea-
in need of the cooperation of the wood,” said. “For most
north area because that's where , the investment is
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Residents near 128rd and
State Line, the site of the old
Leawood Drive-In Theater, rose
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have sought a council seat if her build a center there.

home had been tucked in the They had such persuasive oppo-

northern part of the city. sition that they convinced the
“We're to live here a city to block the de -

some say in what happens,” she _That is the type of confronta-

said. name Leawood con- tion the city is hoping to avoid by

jmwamm planning where commercial de-
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think that image should be pre- blend with residential develop-
can ment, Crippin said.
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Leawood History:

Above and left, an
abandoned drive-in theater
on State Line was the center
of controversy when area
residents opposed plans to
build a uhongrmg center at the
site. City officials hope to
avoid another such conflict

d as Leawood looks toward
development in the south.
Below, one of those keepi
watch on development in
Leawood South subdivision is
Mrs. Karen Hess, Leawood
councilwoman. (staff
photos by Tom Strongman)

Kansas City Star - June 11, 1980
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