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August Greeters:
Hemi Vats, Carlos Vides (Captain 8/13), 

Doug Wesselschmidt (Captain 8/20), Dick Wetzler, Anita Williams, 
Jonn Wullschleger, Kirt Yoder

This Week’s Program:

Elaine Strid

Upcoming Programs:

August 20: 

QUINDARO HISTORY

Friends of Litein – A.I.C. Litein Hospital in Kenya

TUSONGE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Bill & Kathy Musgrave

September 3: 
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Last Week
Last week’s meeting opened with an invocation from Hemi Vats, followed by a Rotary 
Banner Exchange with Savannah, Georgia and Ciudad de Madero, Mexico. We also 
heard a vocational talk by Don Keith. Our featured program welcomed Susan Belger-
Angulo from HappyBottoms, who shared how their organization is helping Kansas City 
families by providing diapers and other essentials to those in need. 
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Rotary Award of Excellence
The success of Rotary’s mission to make a positive, lasting difference in the world depends on a 
large network of people who put Service Above Self. That group includes people who are not 
Rotary members, but who support and extend our impact. Rotary International established the 
Rotary Award for Excellence in Service to Humanity to recognize those nonmembers who have 
demonstrated exemplary humanitarian service through Rotary and in accordance with our 
ideals.

On August 7, Chuck Udell had the honor and privilege to present this prestigious award to 
Michelle Kerr, of Topeka, Kansas, in recognition of her extraordinary commitment to serving 
justice-involved women through the Rotary Intersection to Care (ITC) program at the Shawnee 
County Kansas Jail.

Michelle addresses the need for healing, dignity, & emotional support among justice-involved 
women facing trauma, instability, and low self-worth. Since June 2024, she has volunteered 
weekly through Rotary’s Intersection leading Movement &. Meditation sessions.

The Intersection to Care (ITC) program is a reentry initiative in Topeka, Kansas, created by the 
Rotary Club of Community Action Against Human Trafficking and partners like Valeo Behavioral 
Health Care. It helps incarcerated women at the Shawnee County Adult Detention Center avoid 
repeating cycles of jail and human trafficking by providing trauma-informed mentorship, safe 
housing, and support services. To read more about ITC, please go the August 2026 issue of 
Rotary Magazine.
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8/6 - Rick Robinson
8/9 - Kirk Nelsen
8/11 - Lisa May
8/12 - Prasad Saraph

8/17 - Rachel Rubin
8/26 - Rob Hindman
8/31 - Stephen Powell
8/31 - Ester Udell

“Friendship is the foundation of rotary.”
What are some activities that you like to do that 

could increase engagement through Rotary?

Book Club - 4
Golf  - 4
Pickleball - 3
Movies – 3 
Hiking - 3
Museums - 2

August Birthdays

BBQ - 4
Bird Watching – 3
Model Trains – 1
Cigar Night – 1
Bowling - 3

Rotary Affinity Groups

Other Ideas?
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Our club is looking to initiate a Rotary Cares-type committee, where we create a 
connection point for folks to share if they are dealing with a medical setback, 
caregiving for someone, or similar need. Stay tuned and get involved!

Rotarian Spotting
Ken Selzer is part of a formidable team at the Cystic Fibrosis Shoot for the Cure, 
now in its 24th year of raising important funds to find a cure for Cystic Fibrosis. Ken 
and his wife, Deb Grimes, have participated in this event every year.   

Rotarian Cares Committee
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Labor Day 5K Sponsorships
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Leawood History: As Told by John Kroh 
Part 6
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