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In 1988, Rotary International established World 
Polio Day on October 24th to commemorate the 
birthday of Dr. Jonas Salk, who led the team that 
developed the first polio vaccine. This day serves 
both to raise awareness and celebrate the 
progress made against polio globally. The first 5 
pages of this week’s newsletter are devoted to 
this special day and, more importantly, how you 
can help by becoming a member of the PolioPlus 
Society. The information contained within is 
courtesy of Leawood Rotarian, Jim Arnett, who is 
also the PolioPlus Ambassador for our Rotary 
District 5710. Thank you, Jim, for all you do. 

Special PolioPlus Edition:

The Week Ahead:
October 23: Board Meeting, 7:15 to 8:30 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81310427816?pwd=RnpGRnY5dmd2dnl5WS9FaGQwVEhydz09#success
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LOOKING BACK: ROTARY ACCEPTS THE CHALLENGE

• In 1985, the Rotary International Convention meets in Kansas City

• By this time, all Philippine children had been vaccinated

• Dr. Albert Sabin, the developer of the widely-used, oral polio vaccine 
(OPV) was the keynote speaker at the convention. There, he 
proclaims “Don’t just talk about Polio. Eradicate it!”

• PolioPlus begins and since then over 3.2 billion children in over 220 
countries have been vaccinated.

WHY ENDING POLIO IS ROTARY’S #1 PRIORITY

• Eradication will improve lives

• To invest In the future

• To improve child health

• To save money

• To make history

World Polio Day

Below is a link to the short video 
that Jim Arnett had planned to show 
the club last week, before there 
were technical difficulties. It is only 
90 seconds long but it is well done 
and a reminder of the good Rotary 
has done around the world.

https://storestuff.s3-accelerate.amazonaws.com/13799_164374350?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%222025_101_WPD_RSLCTA_EN_Subs.mp4%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%272025_101_WPD_RSLCTA_EN_Subs.mp4&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAVSTDGYGYUYHTGN4D&Expires=1790979902&Signature=%2FfJIJKFK67Acpllzfi%2F5eJTwnpI%3D
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What’s Next for PolioPlus?

• Since 1985, Rotary Clubs worldwide have donated, including 
the Gates Matching funds, over $2.3 B to Polio Plus

• With the Gates Matching Challenge continuing for 3 more 
years, Rotary has the potential to reach an additional $450 
million for PolioPlus

• To achieve a Polio-free world with ZERO cases for at least 3 
years, we need to Immunize 400 million kids every year, hire 
more than 150,000 workers, solve the cVDPV issue with 
nOPV2, and constantly improve how we monitor and detect 
new cases 

• Last year Leawood Rotary donated $10,389 to PolioPlus. We 
are off to a great start this year with $3,940 already donated 
by our club, especially by the PolioPlus Society members 

• We need to exceed our goal of $5,000 again – and we can!

Amazing Accomplishments!
✓ Over 3 billion immunized

✓ Polio cases reduced by 99.99% 

✓ 21 million spared paralysis

✓ 2 million saved with Vitamin A

✓ 45 million volunteers

✓ Worldwide health clinics & labs

✓ Rotarian donations exceeding

    $2.3 billion 

✓ Last Wild Polio Case in India was in 2011 

✓ Africa – Wild Polio-free since July 2020

✓ Afghanistan & Pakistan - the final two 
Polio Endemic Countries

✓ Cost $18 billion since 1985 

✓ Savings of $28 billion to date, and 
another $25 billion expected over next 
20 years  
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DISTRICT 5710 POLIO PLUS SOCIETY
Join Now ~ Good for 2025-2026!

• An effort to increase continuous giving until Polio is eradicated

• Encourage Rotarians to commit to donate at least $100 annually

• Polio Plus Society Pledge Form

• Society Pin, Certificate, EPN wristband

• Easy to donate by using Rotary Direct for ONLY $10 per month

Rotary International District 5710

Proudly recognizes

__Gary Duggan_____________

District 5710 Rotary Foundation Chair 

__Vern Hendrick_____________

Governor, Rotary District 5710

As a member of the 

PolioPlus Society

Your commitment and generous annual donation to 

PolioPlus provides tangible assistance for the global 

eradication of polio and advances world understanding, 

goodwill and peace.

James Arnett

JOINING THE POLIO PLUS SOCIETY IS EASY

Becoming a Society Member is a simple two-step process!

Step 1:

• Member fills out a pledge form with amount of at least $100 to meet 
an annual commitment

• Give the Pledge Form to your Club’s Polio or Foundation Chair

Step 2:

• Fulfill the pledge by making the donation each year

• Write a check to our Club’s Charitable Acct  noting Polio Plus Society

• OR Open My.Rotary.org; click Donate and chose “Polio Fund”

• and Easiest: When at My.Rotary.Org, chose the Recurring Option for 
$10 (or more)/ MONTH using Polio Plus Direct

Making the Annual Donation depends on following the “4-Way Test”!

Membership Certificates and Society Lapel pins awarded at Club 
Meeting.
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Last Week’s Meeting
Sid Mitchell – Crime Stoppers

Don Crost, a visiting Rotarian from the Evanston, IL 
Lighthouse Club, was present to discuss Shelter Box. 
He is driving a 1953 Chevy pickup from Evanston to 
Santa Monica (2500 miles) to promote and raise 
funds for this organization. See pages 8 & 9 for 
more info on Shelter Box.

Don Crost – Shelter Box

Last week, former Leawood Rotarian, Sid Mitchell, of Greater Kansas City Crime 
Stoppers, enlightened Rotarians and guests on how this organization assists law 
enforcement with solving recent and cold cases by rewarding anonymous callers 
who have valuable information that results in arrest.

For more on this 
organization, visit their 
website: 
www.kccrimestoppers.com

Or, scan the QR code 
below.

See page 7 for information on 
the organization’s upcoming 
fundraiser at Arrowhead.

http://www.kccrimestoppers.com/
http://www.kccrimestoppers.com/
http://www.kccrimestoppers.com/
http://www.kccrimestoppers.com/
http://www.kccrimestoppers.com/
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Oct. 18: Rotarians at KC Curling
The Kansas City Curling Club hosted members of the club for an introduction to this 
sport, with roots dating back to the 16th century in Scotland. Jonn Wullschleger and 
Davis Harrison gave tips on the fundamentals of sliding a stone and sweeping to Rick 
Robinson, Darren Lippe and Rod Pemberton.

No one was seen sprawled 
on the ice, so the lesson was 
a success!
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From Jake Schloegel:

“It is with a heavy heart that I need to announce that 
Mike Hoefer has resigned from Rotary.

As some of you may know, Mike was diagnosed with 
lung cancer last November. He has been going 
through treatments and as with most cancer 
treatments of this type, it has had its challenges.
Mike will be missed. He has been a long-time member 
and is a past president of our club.”

Greeters for November:
Lisa Harrison

Mel Hawk
Mary Jo Holland

Del Karmeier
Don Keith

Roxann Kerr-Lindsey
Tom Koch

Invocators for November:
November 6 – Phil Gibbs

November 13 – Lisa Harrison
November 20 – Mel Hawk

November 27 – No meeting

Greeter Captains for November:
November 6 – Lisa Harrison

November 13 – Mel Hawk
November 20 – Don Keith

November 27 – No Gathering

November Meetings:

November 6:
Marialexa Sanoja Uriarte,

Mission Despegue 

November 13:
Club Assembly

November 20:
Rotary Foundation

December 4:
Genesis Mercado, 
The Ella Initiative

Looking Ahead to November:

Membership News:

Mike Hoefer
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Social – Thursday, October 30 
Brass Onion at Prairie Fire
5501 W. 135th St., O.P., KS 66224 
4:30-6:00 p.m.
Happy Hour appetizers provided.

RSVP Anita Williams by Monday 
October 27th if you plan to attend:
abwilliams59@gmail.com
Wear black orange or purple to 
celebrate Halloween!

Follow Leawood Rotary on Social Media!

@Rotary30590) / X
InstagramFacebook

Did you know Leawood Rotary has a presence on the three top social media sites? 
Click on the links under the three icons below to check them out and follow!

WE MAKE POUR CHOICES

The November 2025 wine tasting of the We Make Pour Choices 
Society will be on Monday, November 3, 5:30 - 7:30 pm.

Chris Sagovac and Gail Weiss will be our hosts (many thanks!) 
and the varietals will be your favorite holiday wines - red, 
white, rose or sparkling! If you bring a white, rose or sparkling, 
please be sure the bottle is chilled before you arrive.

Space is limited, so please RSVP!

mailto:abwilliams59@gmail.com
https://x.com/Rotary30590
https://www.instagram.com/rotaryclubofleawood/
https://www.facebook.com/LeawoodRotaryClub
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