Rotary Club of Maple Grove
Hybrid Meeting
August 16, 2022
7:00 – 8:00 a.m.
Member Attendees: Tom Anderson, Doug Baines, Chuck Beach, Jeff Berg, Jim Betzold, Jennifer Borel,
Mary Helen Bosquez, Dale Bossen, Jake Danielson, Tim Deets, John Duffy, Steve Filing, Jeff Fluke, Connie
Garittsen, Jill Hennesen, Kristy Janigo, Brad Johnson, Judy Johnson, Raj Khankari, Julie Kiernan, Barry
King, Dr. Bob, Bonita Marten, Troy Nellis, Gaylene Olson, Bonnie Paulsen, Allan Pavek, Tom Pellegrino,
Steve Plant, Suzanne Plant, Jane Schmidt, Larry Schmidt, Cindy Sherer, Jay Showalter, Bruce Triechler,
Eric Werner, MyLeah Wiedmann, Tim Zastoupil
Guests: Erin Welter
Paula Schmidt
Judith Romero Torres
Ross Strehlow

Installation of new members – Julie Kiernan
Julie notes that everyone is invited to every meeting we have. We are a large active club and members
can pick and choose events based upon their passions. Check the website for events.

MyLeah enjoys music and plays the guitar and ukulele.

Steve and his wife enjoy traveling.
Dr. Bob referred Steve to the Club. Dr. Bob met Steve’s wife Polly Deane in 9th grade. Her father is
former MG mayor James Deane, and related to Joyce Deane, who is on the board of MGCO.
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Bring your school supply donations to the lunch meeting next Tuesday or to the Aug. 30 morning
meeting.
Monetary donations so far of $640. You can go online to donate or mail your check to the PO Box.
Supplies that are not needed by the children of CROSS clients will go to teachers.

Tim Deets noted that the new format for the Gala is due to AV for You closing their TV Studio
because lots of organizations are going back to live events. The live event at the Community Center
will be more casual, but also fun. There will be a virtual component to the Gala. Let Tim know of
your interest in volunteer opportunities.
Last year through the Business Relationship Initiative and Friends of the Rotary program, the club
moved from a Gala sponsorship to an annual sponsorship program. Currently $33,500 in donations
is already committed.

Reminder that dues are billed twice per year.
Announcements
ESRAG meeting on Wed. August 24 at 5:15 p.m. at Tom Anderson’s home.

The MG Lions and RCMG raised $10,000 for MG tree planting. 60-100 trees have died around Central
Park, so tree planting will take place on Sept. 9 at 3 p.m. The MG Arbor Committee will also participate.
Another $7500 will be used to plan trees in Brooklyn Park.
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Contributions to the Rotary Foundation have helped Rotary accomplish amazing things. In 2021-22
we helped fund more than 410 district grants, 780 global grants and 80 disaster response grants.
Locally in the past two-three years we have received over $450,000 for projects that our club
sponsored/worked on. In addition, we have donated over $400,000 to The Rotary International
Foundation since we chartered our club in 1990.
It is time to make your pledge for this fiscal (2022-2023) Rotary year to the Rotary International (RI)
Foundation. We are changing our pledge forms from Paul Harris Commitment to Every Rotarian
Every Year. The new form even has a box to check for an annual pledge so you don't need to fill out
this form every year.
Why should you or I contribute to the RI Foundation?
* The money we pledge and send to RI is invested for three years and the earning are used to
run the foundation.
* 95% of the money is used for projects around the world and in our communities.
* Last two fiscal years we received over $450,000 in international and district grants to help
pay for our projects.
Last year we had a record year for contributions with just under $21,000 pledged and
collected. Please consider making a contribution equal or a bit more that what you did last year. If
you don't remember what you pledged just fill out the attached form or send a email and put "same
as last year". You don't have to pay your pledge all at once...you have until April 30, 2023 to make
your contribution. Tim Z. will need your pledge form or an email by the end of September. Even if
your budget doesn't allow you to make a donation this year please let me know. You can send a
check made out to Maple Grove Rotary Foundation to our PO Box 1831 Maple Grove 55311, pay
online on our Club Website or you can pay directly to The Rotary International Foundation. If you
contribute directly to RI Foundation please let me know the amount you contribute.
If you have not participated in past or new to our Rotary Club please consider a contribution this
year. Our District's goal is $350 per Rotarian and to have "Every Rotary Every Year" contribute
something to the RI Foundation. If you have any or additional questions on why you should support
the RI foundation please contact me so we can discuss.

Fine Master
Tidbits we learned:
• Allan Pavek is the chair for the board of directors of CROSS Services
• Jeff Berg is moving to Alexandria, but will still keep in touch with the RCMG. He has been a member
of our club for 32 years and served on the board for 26 years.
• Erin Schmitz’s son was coached by Tom Anderson.
• It is National Tell a Joke Day. Jeff F. told this joke. What did the baby corn say to the mama corn?
Where is my pop corn?

o

Brad Johnson told the joke – Why did the chicken cross the road? To show the racoon that it
can’t be done.
o Dr. Bob asked, what was popcorn’s rank in the Army? Colonel (Kernel)
• On this day in 1977 Elvis died at age 42 and on this date in 2018, Aretha Franklin died. The original
drummer of the Beatles before Ringo Star was Pete Best.
Happy Fines
• Judy Johnson broke her hand. Her twin sister flew into town, and they are cleaning out their
parent’s home.
• Julie Kiernan is grateful for the two new members.
• Jeff Berg is happy that Erin and Don Schmidt are buying his home in Maple Grove.

Speakers: The Venezuela Initiative – Larry Schmidt, Paula Schmidt, and Judith
Romero Torres
Introduction - Larry told the story of how Paula came into their family. Approximately 25 years ago,
Larry and Jane were asked by the Rotary Club of Crystal/New Hope to take in a foreign exchange
student. Around Schmidt Fest time, the exchange student invited his parents and they brought their
daughter, Paula. Paula and Larry’s son connected and have now been married for 15 years!
Larry began the presentation by giving a history of Venezuela.

In 2000, Venezuela produced 2.5 million barrels of oil per day. In 2016 oil production stabilized and oil
production plummeted. This caused an economic challenge and Venezuela couldn’t maintain their
infrastructure. Population of Venezuela went down from 28 million to 22 million during this time.

Paula grew up in Venezuela in the 1990s and is a degreed nurse. Judith, her mom’s background is that
of a homemaker and teacher. Paula’s dad was an engineer, sold fertilizer, and grew coffee, rice, or corn
on the family farm. Paula had a comfortable life and attended private school. They had three vehicles.
Her dad used the pickup to sell product on the road. The family traveled on school breaks.
Judith, recently returned from a trip to Venezuela and talked about the contrast from the 1990s. It is
now difficult to find supplies. People stand in long lines to get needed supplies like medicine. There is a
black market. Kids don’t attend school. University teachers have left for a better future.
Paula began the Venezuelan Newborn Layette Project when she moved to the U.S. When her mother
visited her in the U.S. they would buy supplies and Judith would take them back. They ship supplies
from Houston to Venezuela. Four years ago, Paula decided to fundraise on Facebook. She brought
gently used baby clothes. Last year Paula put together 100 baskets.
Larry described the Venezuelan Newborn Layette grant project the Schmidt family is working on.
Funding is needed before the grant can be submitted.

See the August 16 email from Jill for the entire PowerPoint and a link to the video that
we did not have time to show is below.
https://youtu.be/UNOHUVdcAPY

Quote of the Week:

