
Rotary Club of Maple Grove Meeting Recap for August 28, 2018 
 
Rotary Guest:  Joe Yard, Rotary Club of Bonita Beach Sunset 

Rotary Guest and Speaker: Karen Walkowski, Lake Minnetonka-Excelsior Rotary Club 

Guests: Sue Payne, wife of Jim Payne; Frankie Gulka, new member;  

Announcements: 
Our host Kaj Goodwin will be transferring to the Freehouse; this is his last day at 3 Squares. 
 
Tim Deets – New Member 
Frankie Gulka received her certification of membership, framed 4-Way test and Rotary pin.  Frankie will be a 
Service Member with therapist classification.  She will be assisting Tim with Strive.  She is a friend of Irene Kelly, 
District Governor who reached out to Frankie to consider joining Rotary and assisting her on district matters. 
She assisted a friend who organized the first parade in Maple Grove and met Tim Zastoupil at that time. 
 
Joel Meyer – International Convention Photos 
Photos from Rotary International were revolving on the screen this morning. Joel will share more of his Rotary 
International experience at the Club Service Meeting planned in November. 
 
Tom Pellegrino- School Supply Drive 
Next Tuesday will be the final day for the school supply collection.  If you donate via check, make it out to the 
Maple Grove Rotary Foundation and give it to Tom or Suzanne, so they know the amount they have to spend on 
school supplies. 
 
Jim Betzold – Osseo Strive Program 
20 students signed up for Strive at school orientation on August 22 and all were interviewed.  A student with a 3.0 
grade point average was interested in the program and volunteered to tutor other students in math. 
 
Tim Deets – Maple Grove Strive Program 
The Maple Grove Strive program kick-off took place on August 22 at 6 p.m. at the school orientation.  16 families 
attended, and 9 students turned in paperwork.  Goals include 25-30 Strive participants and retention of 
participants throughout the duration of the program.  A student from last year’s program who could have gotten a 
scholarship if he had turned in the paperwork, returned to share his experience.  He is attended Minnesota State 
at Mankato and realized how valuable the scholarship would have been when he received his first semester bill. He 
emphasized to Strive students to turn in their paperwork! He is taking the Strive message with him to Mankato. 
 
Joel Meyer – Service Project in lieu of Meeting 
Last night the board addressed the survey recommendation to offer occasional service projects in lieu of a 
meeting. If you have ideas for a meaningful and engaging service project that has the capacity to accommodate 
the entire club if needed, send your ideas to Joel or another board member. 
Reminder: If you are in a category of membership where you pay for breakfast, remember to bring cash to the 
meeting and assure that it is duly recorded by the Treasurer. 
 
Steve Plant – Ethics Workshop 
The curriculum used for the Ethics Program is coming to an end since the University of St. Thomas has eliminated 
their program on Ethics and Culture.  Steve will be meeting about a new curriculum. 
 
Barry King – Fine Master 
If any member is interested in being a fine master at meetings, let Barry know and he will add you to the rotating 
list.  



Reminder: When your name is on the duty roster and you cannot attend that meeting, get your own replacement.  
Duties are on a 2-week rotation. 
 
Jeff Berg – Rotary Gala Kickoff 
The Gala kickoff is next Tuesday, September 4.  Members are asked to donate one item of $50 value or more and a 
few small items for the balloon burst, along with one bottle of wine and a bottle of spirits.  The raffle trip this year 
will be a choice of Tuscany, Bali, Scotland or Morocco.  
 
Dr. Bob – MN Dental Association Mission of Mercy 
The Minnesota Dental Association and the Minnesota Dental Foundation are working to organize a statewide free 
dental access program — the Minnesota Mission of Mercy event, to be held September 7-8, 2018 at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center.  Dr. Bob is participating, and hosts are needed.  A sign-up sheet was circulated. 
 
State Fair Trivia  by Fine Master – Doctor Bob 
Besides Minneapolis and St. Paul in what cities were the early state fairs held? Rochester, Red Wing, Owatonna, 
and Winona.  Minneapolis and St. Paul had competing fairs, so the current location was chosen since it was a 
central location. 
Why do people dislike the smell of the dairy barns at the fair? 
It’s the derriere.  
 
Happy Fines 

 Jane Schmidt invited all members to the annual Schmidt Fest on Saturday September 8 at 3 p.m.  Music from 
4-7 p. m. by Then and Now. 

 Jill Hennesen was appreciative of dinner and a boat ride with Joe and Cindy Yard which she purchased at the 
Gala auction.  

 Mary Helen Bosquez celebrated her 35
th

 wedding anniversary last night. 

 Tim Deets recently traveled to New York with his family.  One of the highlights was walking the grounds of the 
Trinity Church and seeing Alexander Hamilton’s grave site. 

 Joe Yard will again donate to the silent auction- hosting dinner and boat ride.  He will also help sell raffle 
tickets for our club.  He asked for a recommendation of a pediatrist, needed by his wife.  

 Kirk Moleski is appreciative of his health after a trip to the hospital last night due to a bee sting. 

 Hannah Horn just returned from a canoe trip to Banff. 

 A few weeks ago, Dave Barr expressed his happiness that his son, Jack returned from a 2-year church mission 
trip. His son wanted to take a trip to the Boundary Waters and after they came back he wanted to drive to 
Utah and hike, so they did. 

 
Speaker: Karen Walkowski – Initiative to End Human Trafficking in Minnesota 
 
Introduction: Karen has been very involved in her community throughout her life and believes strongly in making a 

difference wherever she can.  He served in the Minnetonka School District for over 15 years in a variety of roles, 

ending that service as a school board member for eight years.  She has traveled extensively and gained a passion 

for supporting organizations in East Africa. 

She joined Rotary 5 ye4ars ago because of Rotary’s commitment to international projects.  Rotary International has 

been raising awareness around Human Slavery which ha captured her passion as both a global and local issue.  

Karen is Past President of her local Rotary club in Excelsior. In addition, she serves as the chair of the new Rotary 

initiative to end Human Trafficking in Minnesota where she is working with over 150 other Rotary clubs in 

Minnesota and over 6000 Rotarians. 

Karen holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from Grinnell College and a Masters in Healthcare 

Administration from the University of Minnesota. She is currently employed by United Health Group in the Optum 

division.  She has a husband and two adult children. 



Karen stated that she has spent over a year learning about the issue of Human Trafficking.  This will be a high-level 

overview to peak our interest and find ways to get involved. 

From a global perspective, the word human slavery is used and human slavery and human trafficking are used 

interchangeably.  

What is human trafficking? 

The exploitation of a person through force, fraud or coercion for commercial sex or forced labor. 

 More people are enslaved worldwide than ever before: 25-42 million! 

 2-4 million victims of trafficking in the U.S.   

o 20-35% increase in 2017 

 300,000 new sex trafficked victims each year in US 

How big is the problem? 

 Human trafficking is a $150 billion per year business globally:  

o $99 billion in profits from sex trafficking  

o $51 billion in profits from labor trafficking 

 Second largest black-market crime behind illegal drug trafficking. 

 Produces continuous profits - a person can be used over and over.  
Source: International Labour Organization 

 
What is happening in Minnesota? 

 13th largest state for youth being prostituted 

o Duluth - major port 

o Border state 

o Access to Interstates 35 and 90 

o Malls, transport hubs (are recruitment areas; (Karen has heard personal stories about recruitment at 

the Mall of America and other local malls.) 

 8,000-14,000 victims trafficked for sex each year 

Who are the Victims? Their risk factors and vulnerabilities Include: (bolded items are highest risk) 

o Childhood Sexual Abuse (89% of victims) 

o Family Dysfunction 

o Isolation  

o Chemical Dependency 

o Immigration Status 

o Lack of Social Support 

o Runaway and Homeless Youth 

o Youth with Cognitive Disabilities 

o Emotional Distress  

o Poverty 

o LGBTQ Youth 

o Lack of Education 

Who are the victims? 

 12 - 14 years old:  The average age  of a child entering into trafficking 

 7 years:  The average life expectancy of juvenile victims 



 5 - 48:  The number of times a day a  victim is forced to have sex 

How does this happen? 

 He said he’d post my nude photo on line if I didn’t do what he said. 

 I thought I was meeting up with a cool guy online, but he wanted to pay me for sex. 

 I was hungry and cold, so I traded  sex for a  place to stay 

 I was doing what I had to do to survive. 

Who are the buyers? 

 Men, between 18 and 89; over half are married or have a partner; most have children 

 Buyers travel 30-60 miles for sex; typically, they do not purchase sex in their hometowns 

 Often before, during, or after work 

 On business trips or male-focused vacation: hunting trips, fishing trips, bachelor parties, delivery of victim to 

ice house 

 Most sex buyers use the internet to find what they’re looking for 

 Most transactions take a half an hour 

 26,000 Minnesota men may have bought sex in the past year 

 Nearly 75% of buyers purchased sex for the first time before age 21 

 Use of internet 

 Sex trafficking takes place at large sporting events. Stings took place during Super Bowl, Ryder Cup and Final 4. 

What’s being done in Minnesota? 

 Safe Harbor Law (Minnesota is on of 15 other states with a Safe Harbor Law or in the process) 

 Victims are not the criminals  

 Funding to support infrastructure   

 Improved resources for victims      

 Increased coordination between law enforcement,  prosecutors and service providers.  

 Developing integrated efforts to serve and  care for victims. 

Why is this happening? 

 Low risk, high profits 

 Demand by the purchaser 

 Vulnerability of the victims 

 We haven’t stopped it.  Yet. 

How do we end it? 

 Reduce vulnerabilities / risk factors 

 Educate children and youth 

 Raise awareness 

 Stop the demand (89% of human trafficking victims had been victims of child abuse in junior high or high 

school; culture of secrecy) 

Why Rotary? 

 Rotary is the largest global service organization in the world.  

 Rotary has done this before. If we can eradicate polio, we can end Human Trafficking. 

 Working together, we truly can Make A Difference! 



 Minnesota could b e uses as a template. 

How can Rotary help? 

 Bring together 160 Rotary Clubs in MN  

 Create over 5,000 Rotarian ambassadors for change in human trafficking behaviors 

 Apolitical approach   

 Provide financial and service support to local organizations (expand scope of services and make connections) 

 Focus on awareness, education & prevention(support organizations with at-risk youth; Strive) 

How can your club get involved? 

 Identify a Club Champion (liaison at state-wide levels to the local club) 

 Increase awareness in your club and community 

 Initiate a club project or partner with another club 

Rotary Community Project Examples 

 Bring HT prevention curriculum to your schools. ( Eden Prairie Morning Club) 

 Partner with an organization that works with at-risk youth. (Lake Minnetonka Excelsior Club) 

 Support local agencies to expand services or offer new ones.  (Bloomington Clubs and Minneapolis Club #9) 

 Sponsor speakers in schools, churches, community centers. 

For more information or to schedule a speaker: 

 A training session is planned for November 2 to brainstorm and share ideas 

 Karen Walkowski Lake Minnetonka-Excelsior Rotary Club Chair, MN Rotary HT Initiative 

kwalkow59@gmail.com 

 Meg Low Lake Minnetonka-Excelsior Rotary Club Executive Committee, MN Rotary HT Initiative 

MLow.Rotary@gmail.com 

Answers to member questions: 

 A sting during the Super Bowl involved an officer posing as a 15-year old.  Since the actual sex trafficking did 

not take place, this was a Class 3 felony. 

 83% of victims have not crossed a border.  Trafficking includes coercion, gang rape, drugs, threat of harm to 

family 

 Over 90% of victims nationwide are girls vs. boys.  In Minnesota 15% of victims are boys. 

 Victims spend an average of 7 years in the sex trafficking life. 

 Globally trafficking is 75% labor trafficking and 25% sex trafficking.  In the US the breakdown is 60% sex 

trafficking and 40% labor trafficking. 

 Labor trafficking involves agricultural works and domestic labor.  The State Department of Health receives the 

Safe Harbor money to focus on labor trafficking. 

Next week’s program: Gala Kickoff – Susan Peterson and Friends 
Greeters:  Jane Schmidt and Doug Broman 
Invocation: Mary Helen Bosquez or James Payne 
Fines: Tony Kieffer and John Duffy 
 
Quote of the week: (from speaker’s presentation)  
If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have already chosen the side of the oppressor. 

- Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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