
Rotary Club of Maple Grove 
Hybrid  Meeting 

April 5, 2022 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

 
Member Attendees: Tom Anderson, Doug Baines, Dave Barr, Chuck Beach, Jeff Berg, Jim Betzold,  
Jennifer Borel, Jake Danielson,  Tim Deets, Jeff Fluke, Connie Garittsen,  Conrad Grev,  Jill Hennesen, 
Kristy Janigo, Brad Johnson, Judy Johnson, Gerry Kantor, Raj Khankari, Julie Kiernan, Bob Kohenderfer,  
Jeff Lentz,  Bonita Marten, Jake Morris, Troy Nellis, Heidi Nelson, Gaylene Olson, Bonnie Paulsen, Jim 
Payne, Allan Pavek, Steve Plant, Suzanne Plant, Cindy Sherer, Bruce Triechler, Tim Zastoupil 
 
Rotary Guests: 
Tom Hokr, Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park 
 
Guests:  
Sophia Ginis, Manager of Public Involvement, Blue Line Extension Project, Metro Transit 

Announcements 

• Dr. Bob collected funds for the Sasaby Dental project.  Quantum labs extended a buy one get one 

deal. $140 was collected. 

• Virtual Ethics Workshop April 22 (3-4:30 p.m.) April 23 (9:30 -11:30 p.m.) Steve Plant will need 5-6 
volunteers as breakout room mentors. 

• Julie Kiernan announced that April is membership month and asked us to write down the names of 
four people we could invite.  Guests will be invited to the Member Engagement/PlusOne Event on 
May 24 at Omni Brewing from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

• Jennifer Borel announced an International Service meeting on April 15 at 7 a.m. over Zoom. 

• Tim Zastoupil announced the deadline of May 1 for Paul Harris pledges.  If paying by check, make 
out to MG Rotary Foundation. 

• Hail and Farewell event will be held Monday June 27. 

• The RCMG is looking for committee chairs, a one-year commitment. New Generations is especially in 
need of a new chair. 

• Let Tim D. know if you can help set up an apartment for an Afghan refugee family on Thursday April 

7. No details at this point, just a request to see if we have 5-6 interested Rotarians. Work will involve 

setting up furniture and organizing supplies in the house. 

• PlusOne on April 26th - Lookout Bar & Grill.  Tony Kieffer and Steve Plant will present a brief 
educational session about ways to give to Rotary either through and IRA or estate plan. 

• RCMG Board Strategic Planning session will be held on Saturday April 9.  Let Jill know if you would 
like to attend. 

• Heidi Nelson announced that the MG Junior Rotarians will be working on their Kindness Retreat 
project on May 17 at Basswood Elementary. 

• Tom Anderson announced MG Arboretum Cleanup - 4:30PM - weather permitting and May 10th - 
East and West Arbor Lake area cleanup - weather permitting. April 21 –  

• Tom Hokr sold raffle tickets for the Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park Game Dinner on April 23.  The 
RCMG purchased a table.  Let Tim D. or Jill know if you are interested in attending. 

  
Happy Fines 

• Julie Kiernan’s husband will be turning 60 this week and family will gather together on Saturday for a 

celebration. 

• Bonita Marten spent time with her granddaughter on Saturday.  It does pay to save your children’s 

toys for 30 years, so your grandchildren can play with them! 

• Judy J., Jill H., and Susan Pryce will travel to Sasaby at the end of the month. 



• Tim Zastoupil will be spending the week with his granddaughter and visiting the Science Museum 

today. 

• Troy received a certificate from the Girl Scouts in recognition of our support to the local troop who 

sold cookies at our meeting. 

Speaker: Sophia Ginis, Manager of Public Involvement, Blue Line Extension Project, Metro Transit 

Sophia Ginis is a University of Minnesota Humphrey School graduate.  She serves on the Golden Valley 

Planning Commission.  Sophia currently serves as the co-lead for the Blue Line Extension Project.  Metro 

Transit is currently looking for a project director for the Blue Line Extension Project. 

 

 

The project involves making transit easier to use.  Communities involved include Robbinsdale, Crystal, 

and Brooklyn Park.  Maple Grove is looking to connect to the Line.  Someone could get on in Brooklyn 

Park and travel to the Mall of America or the airport, or transfer to the Green Line to get to St. Paul. 



 

Plans began in 2015 for the project.  In August of 2020, decision was made to go on with the project 

without using 8 miles of railroad right-of-way.  Therefore a Route Modification Report was needed. 

Destinations include West Broadway, Brooklyn Park, Target North Campus, North Hennepin Community 

College, a station in Crystal by Bass Lake Road, downtown Robbinsdale and North Memorial Hospital.  

The line will drop riders off on the door stop of North Memorial Hospital.  That was the number one 

destination requested by the community. 



 



 

The report included a 30-day comment period.  Over 500 comments were received.  Over 11,000 

contacts were made with the public. 

 

The goal that needs a decision is whether the Line will travel down West Broadway Or Lowry. 

 



 

A walkshed involves how long it takes to walk from business or home to the Line.  Most people will walk 

10-15 minutes.  The Lowry route has barriers such as a bridge, water or freeway. 

 

Recommendation as to whether to use West Broadway or Lowry will be made in April.  Goal is to have 

the Line open in 2028. 



 

Anti-Displacement Work Group is an attempt to do light rail differently. 

 

Discussion 

How do you determine if people will use the Blue Line? 



Considerations include nearby workforce, accessibility, where people live and areas with a higher 

population of people without cars. 

A question was asked about how the Blue Line compares to the North Star Commuter rail from Big 

Lake.  The North Star goes as far as the Target Field in Minneapolis. As a commuter rail it has less stops 

than the Blue Line will have. 

What is the investment and funding? 

Investment is approximately $2 million and federal funding will pay for 50%.  This is money dedicated to 

transportation that would not be available to the State otherwise. 

Met Council has a reputation for being pushy.  Are they working on their image? 

The Met Council wants a good relationship with municipalities involved in the Blue Line.  They want to 

work with city staff. Robbinsdale has had the most concerns with the project. 

Address safety. 

Safety is the number one issue.  Design for safety includes cameras, phones, access, site lines and 

maintenance of shelters. 

What are the ridership statistics compared to expectations and development? 

Before the pandemic, the Green Line exceeded expectations for ridership.  During the pandemic, 

morning and p.m. express ridership was down.  That is rebounding. 

How do you handle those who ride but don’t pay? 

The image is that there are lots of people who do not pay, but that is false.  Fairs are checked. 

Next Meeting: April 12, 2022 

SPEAKER: Highjacked Mindset Brad Lantz  

Pledge Of Allegiance, Invocation/Reflection, Invocation/Reflection - Maple Grove Jr. Rotarians 

Quote of the Week: 

You Can’t have a better tomorrow if you are thinking about yesterday all the time. 

                     -- Charles F. Kettering 

 

 


