
Rotary Club of Maple Grove Meeting Recap for May 7, 2019 
 
Rotary Guests: Tom Hokr, Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park 
  Jerry Lowe, Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park 
  Tove Lichty, Elk River Rotary Club 
Guests: Linda Gold 

Dr. Wilhelmina Holder, Paul Harris Award Winner 
                     
Announcements 
 
Suzanne Plant announced City of Maple Grove flower planting on Thursday May 16 at 9 a.m. 

Tom Yencho asked members to tell him what golf tournaments in which they are interested in 

participating. 

Tom Anderson announced a Bed Race Committee Meeting on May 16 at 7 a.m. at Panera. 

Geoff Stamp announced Highway Cleanup on May 15 at 4:30 p.m. Directional signs for the 5K Race will 

be made and a cookout held after cleanup of the highway. 

Geoff Stamp announced that he has five people interested in Derby Days Golf on May 19 to support 

CROSS.  Mary Helen Bosquez has two people interested, so one more person is needed to provide two 

teams. 

Dave Looby announced that he was chosen as Grand Marshall for the Maple Grove Days Parade on July 

11.  Joel Meyer will provide a convertible and will drive Dave in the parade. 

Tova Lichty announced the Taste of Elk River event on May 16 at the fairgrounds.  Advance tickets are 

$30.  Last year the attendance was approximately 500. 

Mary Helen Bosquez circulated a sign-up sheet with duties for the 5K Race. 

Kidpack- Monday May20th at Pellegrino’s at 5:30p.m. 

Bonnie Marten stated that on June 12 we will celebrate Hail and Farewell and recognize members with 

perfect attendance. Please verify your attendance in ClubRunner.  Under the member area, go to My 

Attendance.  The first part shows your weekly meeting attendance.  Scroll down and you will see all your 

make-up dates.  This will list committee meetings, socials, STRIVE etc.  The committee chairs provide 

Bonnie with this information.  But if you attend another Rotary Club meeting or participate in their 

event, you need to provide Bonnie with that information. The  make-up must take place within one 

month of the missed meeting;  ClubRunner will not allow an override. 

Tom Anderson announced that the board had a retreat for 3 hours this past Friday night and 4 hours on 

Saturday.  Matt Buechler was an excellent facilitator of the meeting. Some club changes are planned and 

will be announced soon.  Raj Khankari will become the new President-Elect and Tom Pellegrino is the 

new Fundraising Chair. 

John Duffy attended the Solid Ground breakfast event where a school superintendent was guest 

speaker. He spoke of issue students deal with.  He talked about working with a 13-year old girl who was 

being raised in a homeless family suffering from crack addiction.  This year that girl was accepted to 

Harvard, so you can make a difference in a child’s life.  

Jeff Lentz announced his son graduated from Bemidji State University and his younger daughter has 

chosen a September date for her upcoming wedding. 



Raj Khankari announced that he just got back from a road trip to Florida. He drove 4700 miles and 

traveled through Tennessee and Georgia.  He enjoyed the trip and is happy to be back. 

Conrad Grev announced that he will be spending most of the summer at his lake home.  He will be back 

for a June wedding and for Maple Grove Days 

Doug Galka announced that the STRIVE banquet is Thursday May 16 from 11:30-1:30 p.m. at Hennepin 

Technical College.  Many students will talk about their experience.  

Fines – Dr. Bob 

 Cinco de Mayo is  not Mexican Independence Day. It is not celebrated in Mexico.  Cinco de Mayo 

celebrates the date of the Mexican army’s 1862 victory over France at the Battle of Puebla during 

the Franco-Mexican War. Cinco de Mayo means more to Mexican Americans because the French 

allied with the confederacy and supplied it.  If the French had won the Battle of Puebla, the America 

Civil War would have gone on a couple more years.  Mary Helen Bosquez said that it was the St. Paul 

Chamber of Commerce who made a commercial event out of Cinco de Mayo. 

 Star Wars Day, May 4, celebrates George Lucas ' Star Wars with the motto, “May the Forth Be with 

You.”  In honor of the day, Dr. Bob’s jokes: 

o What do you get when you cross an elephant with Dark Vader?  An elevator.  It will uplift 

you. 

o Why should you never ask Yoda for money?  He is always a little short. 

o Why did the Jedi cross the road?  To get to the dark side. 

Speaker: Keith Stuart, Maple Grove Police K-9 Unit 

Keith was raised on a farm in Texas and attended Texas A&M in s pre vet medical program.  In 1997 he 

moved to Minnesota and attended St. Cloud Stare majoring in Criminal Justice.  He has been in 

Minnesota for 20 years.  He lives in Princeton with his wife and two children ages 8 and 10. 

Keith started his presentation by recognizing those who helped start the K-9 unit.  His sergeant, Andy 

Sandberg, Chief Werner, Heidi Nelson, City Council and civic club like the Rotary Club of Maple Grove. 

Keith is the lone handler of Calo, his high drive dog from Poland.  There is a second dog in training now. 

What Police K-9 dogs do: 

1. Locating tool – people, items, drugs etc., while it is more efficient and safer for humans. 

2. Use of force option – bite, bark 

3. Engage the public -the public likes dogs, they will like the police 

Location tool (officer uses their eyes, while the dog uses his nose) suspected criminal hiding using area 

search – dog sniffs in the air and use wind to their benefit. 

 Suspected criminal that fled on foot, utilizing tracking, the dog follows criminal’s tracks looking 

for a grand disturbance such as breaks in the foliage. When a criminal is afraid, the adrenalin can 

cause sweat and the dog can smell that. 

 Building search (house burglary) not used if a pet is there. Police officer shouts a K-9 warning, 

then sends the dog in.  If the dog finds the burglar, it will bite and hold, or if the burglar is 

behind a closed door, it will sniff at the door. 

 Article evidence search – dogs help find a gun that was dropped.  Human odor is on the item. 

 Drugs/narcotics – the dog is trained for either narcotics or bombs, not both.  Calo is narcotics 

trained. 



Use of Force Option 

 The dog is a visual/audible deterrent 

 Secures with bite and hold.  But Cao has never had to bite someone.  This high-level use of force 

is used if needed.  Calo won’t let go until Keith tells him to.  A bite sleeve decoy is used for 

training. 

 Police are governed by U.S. Supreme Court Case – Graham vs Connor.  Police are judged on this 

legal standard.  This legal standard is read or pointed out to the jury. 

 Any use of force by Law Enforcement must take following into account: 

 Severity of the crime at issue 

 If suspect poses immediate threat to the safety of officers and others 

 If suspect is actively resisting arrest and/or trying to evade arrest by flight 

 The reasonableness of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a 

reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight.  There is often 

expert testimony about what a reasonable officer would do. 

Community Engagement 

 Stop ad talk with the public throughout daily duties 

 Formal demos for the public (use of reward toy) 

 National Night Out block parties 

 Citizen Police Academy 

 Social media presence  

What does it take and cost? 

 Dogs are imported from Europe and cost $9000. 

 Four months of training class costs $5000.   

 The total package is $80,000: dog, training, squad car, his gear, kennel, vet costs, routine care.  

The squad car is one of the most expensive items. 

Why Do We Use Imported K-9s? 

 High demand worldwide created shortage 

 Bred for sport which provides better available dogs 

 Domesticated lines bred for looks and show 

 Imported dogs have proven track record of stability and drive needed for police work 

 Rescue dogs have a high propensity for not being stable, can’t handle physical and emotional 

stress (for dual purpose) 

 As to drive, police dogs has the heart and soul to get the criminal and do what police want 

him to do. 

 They work under adverse conditions and don’t let go of the perpetrator.  

 100s of repetitions are needed to be reliable.  Dog works 8-10 hours per day; trains every 

day for 15-30 minutes after initial training.  High emotional stress for these dogs. 

Belgian Malinois vs German Shepherd 

German Shepherd (GSD) 

 Larger and heavier with stronger bite force 

 Typically, calmer and more thoughtful 

 Classic military and police service dog 



Belgian Malinois 

 Smaller and more compact 

 Higher energy and higher drive – typically more tenacious 

 Have become more popular over time making them more accessible 

Calo is a Shepherd/Malinois mix and weighs 70#.  Keith must hoist Calo on his shoulders at certain times 

when on duty. 

Why did we choose a Malinois/Shepherd Mix? 

 Specific breeding is done to attain best qualities of both breeds 

 Smaller and lighter weight so its easier on his joints, muscles and tendons 

 High drive and high energy and high prey drive with fierce tenacity 

 Extremely intelligent, fast learner, retains information well 

 Drive and energy tempered with stability and deliberate thinking 

 Fiercely loyal with strong protective qualities and eager to please 

Calo lives with Keith and goes indoors and outdoors (heated garage). Calo is treat and reward based. 

Keith is not on duty at all times and mutual aid is provided by agencies around Maple Grove 

Calo is trained to track marijuana, hash oil, DAB, cocaine (even a small kernel), and methenamine but 

not PCP.  Must be careful that the dog does not ingest the drug and the squad carries Narcan in a dosage 

for dogs. 

How to become a handler 

 Must have 5-years’ experience in patrol 

 Must submit resume, 2-page letter of interest, face interview panel, have above been 

scrutinized by other local agency K9 supervisors for ranking. 

 Department looks for desirable traits: 

 Tactically minded preferably with tactical experience 

 Self-motivated and proven track record of minimal supervision 

 History of sound independent decision making 

 Ability to endure vigorous mental and physical training 

Joel Meyer presented Chief Werner with a check from the Rotary Club of Maple Grove to support the   

K-9 Program 

Next  Meeting Tuesday April 9: 
 
Speaker: MN State Fair, Christine Noonan 
Greeters:  Jeff Lentz and Geoff Stamp 
Invocation: Dave Looby or Bob Kochenderfer 
Fines: Tony Kieffer and John Duffy 
 
Quote of the Week:  
 

“A dog judges others not by their color or creed or class but by who they are inside.” 

via quoteswave.com 
 

http://www.quoteswave.com/picture-quotes/70738

