
Rotary Club of Maple Grove 
Online Meeting 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 
January 12, 2021 

 

Member Attendees: Tom Anderson, Doug Baines,  Dave Barr, Chuck Beach, Jim Betzold, Jennifer Borel, 
Dale Bossen, Mary Helen Bosquez, Tim Deets, John Duffy, Jeff Fluke, Connie Garittsen, Conrad Grev,  Jill 
Hennesen, Judy Johnson, Raj Khankari, Barry King, Bob Kochenderfer, Ryan Kraemer, Jeff Lentz, Bonita 
Marten, Joel Meyer, Jake Morris, Heidi Nelson, Gaylene Olson, Troy Nellis,  Allan Pavek, Bonnie Paulsen, 
Jim Payne, Tom Pellegrino, Steve Plant, Suzanne Plant,  Jane Schmidt, Cindy Sherer, Beau Stadum, Bruce 
Treichler, Jeevan Venkatesan, Abi Venkatesan, Christopher Yard, Tom Yencho, Tim Zastoupil 
 
Guest Speaker: Jon Eisele, Enbridge 
 
Guest: Chad Fahning, Enbridge 
 
Maple Grove Junior Rotarians: 
Liana Kuruvilla  Junior  
Mia Flandrick  Senior 
Charlie Chouinard Junior 
Audrey Kormann Sophomore 
Alena Ang  Senior 
 
 
Crimson Minute – Mia Flandrick 
Student activities are slowing being reintroduced. 
Some students are in the building for activities, but students remain in distance learning. 
Masks are required during the games of high school sports. 
An online musical is in filming.  Mia is playing Mother Superior in the play Sister Act.  Big Fish is the name 
of the next play. 
 

Announcements: 
 
Allan Pavek announced an International Committee planning meeting on Sunday at 3 p.m.  Members 
with project ideas for next year should contact Allan. 
 
Tom Anderson gave an update on the $900 our Club donated to District 5950 ESRAG to plant trees.  The 
trees (60) will be planted in Brooklyn Park.  Planting trees will be an activity in the District May 
conference. 
 
Tim Zastoupil reminded members that their Paul Harris Award commitments are due by the end of 
April. 
 
Raj Khankari reminded members to support the Eden Prairie Rotary 
fundraiser – Sister of Swing on Jan. 28 at 6:30 p.m.  
 



Raj announced a District social on January 14. 

 
 
Raj announced that the grant for the India Water Project had been approved.  We Give A Dam T-shirets 
are available for $10 in sized S-XL that includes a KN95 mask.  Checks are payable to the Rotary Club of 
Maple Grove. 
 
Heidi Nelson shared a City of MG update.  CARES act funds were distributed to small businesses as 
forgivable loans.  All businesses were aware of the program. As to retail spaces, a home store tenant will 
move into the previous J.C. Penny store.  There is corporate ownership of the Pier 1 property.  Kimco 
Reality is proactive in finding tenants to reoccupy available spaces.  Potential redevelopment of spaces is 
a long term plan. 
 
Happy Fines 
Cindy Sherer stated that her daughter will close on her new townhouse close to Central Park. 
Mary Helen and Bonnie Marten participated in the CROSS fundraiser by purchasing food at Great Greek 
on Main Street.  Food was delicious and 50% of proceeds went to CROSS. 
 
Tom Anderson got a tour of Pioneer Midwest and Brad Johnson helped him purchase cross country skis. 
He has been cross country skiing on the trail on Cedar Island Lake.  
 
Doug Baines has been babysitting the lights at Central Park.  They are up and running but occasionally 
someone shuts off the timer.  Mary Helen suggested a social at Cental Park so members could see the 
lights. 
 
Christopher Yard announced that he and his wife are expecting a baby in June.  His son is 2.  Tom 
Pellegrino stated that parenting is truly service above self. 
 
Tim Deets announced that Aaron is having orthopedic surgery for a labral hip tear.  
 

Speaker: Jon Eisele, Energy Needs Going Forward 
Chad Fahning introduced Jon Eisele.  Jon has been a senior public awareness coordinator for Enbridge 
since 2018.  He tours the state answering questions and presenting programs about Enbridge and the 
future.  Jon lives in Lake Elmo and enjoys fishing and hockey. 



 
 

 

The Enbridge Story started 70 years ago carrying crude oil on barges.  They determined that a safer way 

was by pipeline. 

 



 

Enbridge has a robust suite of products to transport or produce energy.  The challenge is global 

population growth with the expectation that energy will be wherever needed.  The company is 

addressing global climate change and how to react in a responsible way. 

 



 

Globally the use of coal continues the same whereas in North America between 2017 and 2040, coal and 

crude oil usage is shrinking.  Why is North America’s demand different?  In North America there is a 

drive to get to a neutral carbonless footprint.  And we have assets that can made that happen.  Other 

countries don’t have the assets or forward-looking government to shrink the carbon footprint. 

Enbridge owes it to Americans to look at tools to utilize renewables in clean and efficient ways so that 

energy is there as demanded.  The ESG goals are shared with the public and tied to incentive 

compensation to everyone in the company.  Note the goals below for hiring women and minorities.  

 



 

In 2019, Enbridge made a community investment of $523,000.  The orange line and circles show 

Clearbridge to Superior Wisconsin.  

 



 

There are 67 lines in the corridor.  The Blue Alliance Pipeline provides natural gas to Joliet, Illinois. 

 



 

Petro chemical are made into items used everyday such as rods and reels, snow mobiles, skis etc. 

 



 

The top right photo shows the anti-corrosion coating on the pipeline. The top right photo shows an 

inline inspection tool that takes pictures and measurements to check the integrity of the pipeline.  It 

checks for dents and corrosion.   If a dent is found, GPS is used to fix or repair that existing piece of 

pipeline.  This extends the life of the pipeline. 

The picture bottom left shows monitoring of the pressure and products.  Middle photo shows fly over of 

the corridor.  And the bottom right photo shows pipeline markers. 

 

Enbridge provides training in local communities and practice emergency responses. 



 

The Line 3 Replacement Project has been going on for 6 years.  It was built in the 1960s.  The green part 

in the slide above has been replaced.  Permits were received in Dec. of 2020 to complete the purple 

section in the slide. 

 

Section 3 drops down below the existing line because the Leech Lake reservation asked Enbridge to 

remove the line from their reservation. Congestion of homes and businesses in the area is another 

reason for the change.  Sections 2, 3, and 4 are the new right-away.  3 and 4 shows the utility corridor 

that exists. 



 

Photo above shows crew members.  All live in Minnesota.   

 

Five Skies training school gets tribal members trained in the construction industry.  Enbridge hired a 

tribal member survey monitors to go in front of the construction crews and check that the ground is not 

native worship grounds. 



 

Photo shows the restored land that the farmer can replant.   

 

Photos show the area in winter and summer.  Once the pipeline is installed it is pressured up using 

water in a hydro test.  If there are no issues, the water is removed, and crude oil is introduced. 



 

Photo shows the wooden matt used to prevent  soil erosion during construction. 

 

Protocols include temperature checks each day and phone apps to answer questions about symptoms.  

A deep nasal swab is done on day 1 and 7 and every 5 days after that. 



 

Enbridge Respect Minnesota pledge ties in with the Rotary 4-Way test. 

 

Human trafficking of indigenous women was there before the Enbridge project, but they have put a 

Human Trafficking Prevention Program in place. 



 

Questions and Answers 

The Trump administration tried to pass legislation to restrict the time frame on projects such as this.  

Did that pass?   

No.  Enbridge has gotten approves from state and federal government 3 times.  In 2013 when the first 

permits were received it would have taken 18 months to complete, but litigation has lengthened that to 

6 years.  This is a safe and needed project since the pipeline needing replacement is at 50% capacity. 

Why not invest in renewables instead of replacement? 

Renewables cannot support the needs right now.  You just can’t flip a switch. Enbridge is just getting 

into solar.  Four pump stations have been changed to run on solar and this is a test. 

What is involved in the Human Trafficking Prevention Program? 

Every employee goes through human trafficking prevention training and is shown videos.  There is a 

Facebook page and 10 billboards across Northern Minnesota. 

What about pipeline vs. transport by RR or truck 

Jon didn’t have the statistics at hand but one day of running crude oil through a pipeline would require 

the equivalent of something like 1000 semi-trucks per hour. 

Next Meeting: January 19, 2021 

SPEAKER: Osseo Mayor Duane Poppe 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE - Osseo Jr. Rotarians 

4-WAY TEST - Osseo Jr. Rotarians 

INVOCATION/REFLECTION - Osseo Jr. Rotarians 

Quote of the Week:   Just for fun sayings on T-shirts: 

Surely not everyone was Kung Fu Fighting! 

I haven’t been everywhere, but it is on my list! 


