
Rotary Club of Maple Grove Meeting Recap for October 8, 2019 
 
Rotary Guest:  Joe Yard, Rotary Club of Bonita Springs, AR 
   
Guests:  Bradley Johnson, retired educator submitted membership application 
 ` Linda Gold 
  Mike Vecellio, Maple Grove High School Career Counselor 
 
Maple Grove Junior Rotarians: 

Sreya Palani 
Hawah Koroma 
Ashley Angrimson  
Ria Shah  
Jasmine Holt 
Sunaina Johri   

 
Announcements: 

Tom Anderson circulated a sign-up sheet for a meeting in Central Park on October 12 from 8 a.m. – 

noon for handing lights from trees for the Lighting Up Central Park project. 

Tim Zastoupil thanked members for their Paul Harris Award commitments.  Members pledged $15,700. 

Jeff Lentz announced bed building on Thursday October 17. 

Mary Helen Bosquez announced an International Services meeting on Friday October 11 at 7 a.m. at the 

Original House of Pancake in Maple Grove 

Tom Pellegrino announced a Gala planning meeting on October 8 at 5:30 p.m. at Henningson and 

Snoxell.  He thanked members for meeting in their Gala groups this morning. 

Fines 

 On this date 30 years ago the World Wide Web (Internet) was created by Sir Timothy John 

Berners-Lee.  The question is what people did to waste time at work before the internet! 

 100 years ago, today in 1919 an airplane race took place from LA to NY. 

Happy Fines 

Allan Pavek is off to California on vacation. 

Joel Meyer and his wife Gloria recently spent 2 weeks in Luxembourg, Germany and France on a bike 

and barge tour.  At a past meeting Joel told us of his opportunity to fly in a restored B24 Bomber.  A 

“sister” plane crashed last week in Waterloo Iowa.  Joel was happy his plane had held up. Joel thanked 

Suzanne for providing him with copies of the Cumberland Advocate. 

Dr. Bob is happy with the Golden Gopher’s 5 and 0 record and other impressive statistics.  His parents 

celebrated their 61st wedding anniversary.  His twins received speaking roles in the latest school play, 

Honk by Hans Christian Anderson. 

Brian Blanchard is sad that 9 weekly papers have closed within the last week.  He will stay a Twins fan. 

Dave Barr was happy to see the announcement of possible snow on Friday.  He received his first ski 

magazine this week, so ski season is here. 



Beau Stadum  is happy that Junior Rotarians are here today.  They are so incredible.  During interviews 

Bo and Heidi thought, “What was I doing at their age?” 

Tim Deets’ parents visited at his house in Rice Lake.  His dad helped him with a mystery regarding 

electrical power to his lights. 

Mary Helen Bosquez works for Abbott and she will be featured in a TV commercial on channel 9 

promoting STEM. 

Twin Cities Marathon runners: 

 Jake Morris completed his first marathon on Sunday.  It was an incredible experience.  His time 

was 4-13. 

 Joe Yard announced that his son Christopher participated in the Twin Cities marathon on 

Sunday.  His son Mike’s wife has run in 10Ks.  His daughter in California will be induced 

tomorrow.  Joe’s wife flew out to spent 2 weeks with the new grandchild. 

 Casey Van Winkle announced that this was his wife’s 5th marathon.  It was a gorgeous day and  

had a positive attitude. 

 

Speaker – Joe Nathan, Center for School Change 

Joe was a teacher, principal, PTA president, policy analyst and columnist.  He has his BA from Carleton 

College and his PhD from the University of Minnesota.  His wife was a teacher was 33 years. He has 3 

children and one of his daughters is a teacher.  Joe lives in St. Paul. 

Joe began his presentation by asking questions. 

1. What percentage of kids graduated from high school in the 1920s?   24% 

One didn’t need a college degree to have a successful career.  By the 1950s, more than 50% graduated 

from high school.  This increased expectations upon public schools. 

2. As it applies to the state of Minnesota, what is AP and PSEO? 

 AP is Advanced Placement and PSEO Is Post-Secondary Enrollment Options.  The PSEO law has been 

in place since 1985 and is one of the wisest moves.  It can also be called College in the Schools.  It is 

free college credits that high school students can earn.  

 PSEO students are more likely to graduate from high school.  (A handout was provided about why 

dual credit courses are valuable in closing achievement gaps and helping all students.) 

 Let 7th and 8th grade students know that they can save thousands of dollars by earning college 

credits in high school. The average college graduate graduates with $35,000 in debt. Bankers have 

espoused the impact of college debt which includes putting off marriage and buying a home. 

3. What happened in Cincinnati in 2000-2005? 

The graduation gap between white and African American kids was eliminated along with a 79% high 

school graduation rate.  Joe Nathan was involved with this project by representing Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation in Cincinnati for 7 years.  

This was accomplished by using the best ideas of lots of schools and teachers.  Teachers were asked to 

think, plan and dream.  Community members visited effective schools around the country and 

implemented the ideas in their schools. 

4.  Are charter schools public or private? 

Charter schools are public.  Teachers can create a new kind of public school if they meet three criteria: 



 Responsible for results (there is a contract) 

 Operate with restrictions 

 Show progress 

5. Which is better, school district schools, charter schools are is this a stupid question? 

 It is a stupid question and it depends.  There are alternative, distinctive charter schools that provide 

service learning. Joe had experience with a school who used kids to solve real world problems 

referenced from adults.  There was a child in the class who committed assault. Through service 

learning he became a good student and an expert at making YouTube videos.  The St. Paul Pioneer 

Press came to do a story on the school and the student was included in the story.  The student said, 

“I thought I would get my name in the paper someday, but not for anything good!” 

 We focus on K-12 but not on college or universities. 

6. What is the 4-year graduation rate for the Minnesota State University System? 

 24% graduate in 4 years. 

 49% graduate in 6 years. 

 The Minnesota legislature wants 70% of young people between the ages of 25-44 to attain some 

kind of degree (1 year to 4 years). 

7. The number of homeless going to high school is going up dramatically.   

 Everyone one of us could be homeless even with a $100,000 income.  All it takes is a major illness, 

accident, layoff, loss of medical benefits or military PTSD. 

 1/3 of the homeless are in Minneapolis/St. Paul, 1/3 of homeless are in the suburbs and 1/3 of the 

homeless are in greater Minnesota. 

 We have 100s of homeless in our school district. 

 Joe met with the Governor and Commissioner of Labor last week and the Governor will promote 

more manufacturing jobs and the need for affordable housing.  Joe emphasized that in our work 

with youth, we should help them understand the importance of the trades.  

Questions and Answers 

STEM is being emphasized.  Will there continue to be many jobs in those fields? 

Some add A (for the Arts) to STEM making it STEAM.  It is critical that kids have mentorships or 

internships to see how they feel about a certain job. 

How does Minnesota compare to other states on college graduation rates? 

 In the Minnesota State University System 49% graduate from college.  Minnesota is average when it 

comes to college graduation rates. Two-year colleges have 3-year graduation rates that are less than 

25%.  Mostly, students don’t have the math skills which results in remedial instruction. It is difficult 

to get high quality advising in those 2-year colleges and no financial incentive for faculty to bring up 

graduation rates.    In addition, some faculty members are assigning $200-$400 books for a course. 

 Private colleges and universities have higher graduation rates.  Carleton and Macalester Colleges 

have graduation rates up to 95%.  The 6-year graduation rate at the University of Minnesota is 76%.   

The Minnesota Office of Higher Education has graduation rate statistics. 

What is being done about the need for workers in construction and manufacturing? 

 Joe is happy that there is more of an emphasis on trade schools.  Last Friday, he was with the 

Governor and the Labor and Industry Commission at the Anoka Hennepin School District talking 



about the need for training in the trades.  There is a tendency for families to talk to their children 

about status careers such as doctors or lawyers.  Joe’s advice to us is to talk to young people about 

jobs such as plumbers and welders that are so much in demand. 

 A labor union in the North East Metro who is frustrated with graduation rates has set up their own 

free college with programs starting in January of 2020.  They will teach courses on welding, dry wall, 

painting etc.  Students will earn college credits.  Students just need awareness and encouragement.  

Joe’s son had a PhD in psychology and couldn’t get a job.  He went to a 2-year college and got a 

certificate in information technology and immediately was hired. 

Are there graduation rates and debt statistics comparing 4-year colleges to vocational technical 

schools? 

Joe did not have those statistics, but they would be available at the Minnesota Office of Higher 

Education. 

Tom Pellegrino stated that he has worked in the public education system for the last 10 years and 

attending numerous meeting about eliminating the achievement gap.  Is there a successful model to 

do that? 

 The Cincinnati Project that Joe talked about earlier resulted in 10 common sense things to do.  Sadly, 

this project has not been replicated.   

 Go visit effective schools.   

 Enlist assertive teachers with care and compassion that are encouraged to think, plan and dream. 

 Combine classroom and community service, so students learn to make a difference in the world.  

 Another model is having social service agencies share space in schools, so medical and dental 

services are available. 

 Federation of teachers – charter schools provide competition. 

 In 1985, Joe wrote a report with governors and those lessons are available. 

Joel Meyer asked what can be done to support families to provide better parenting. 

 This is another benefit our Club could provide to students, so they do better in schools.  If schools 

promote parental involvement, both parents and schools do better. 

Allan Pavek asked about the success of the Promise Program that guarantees 4 years of college. 

 New York provides 2 years of free college. 

 The importance is getting information to the students and encouraging them to apply. 

In summary Joe thanked our Rotary Club for the time, energy, money and resources we use in making a 

difference in young people’s lives. 

Next  Meeting Tuesday October 15: 
 
Speaker:  Minnesota Africans United – Basil Anjou and KidPack 
Greeters:   Bob Kochenderfer and Dave Looby 
Invocation: Eric Werner or Beau Stadum 
Fines: John Duffy and David Henningson 
 
Quote of the Week:  
Autumn is my favorite color!  -Anonymous 
 


