
Rotary Club of Maple Grove Meeting Recap for September 25, 2018 
 
Rotary Guests:  Tom Hokr, Brooklyn Park Rotary 
                            Nick Beonarczyk, Coon Rapids Rotary 
                            Robert Braun Apple Valley Rotary  
Guest: Dave Simpson 
             
Service Event: 
This meeting included a service event – packing 275 bags for the Kidpack program. 
 
Fines and Happy Fines 
The basket was circulated, since time did not allow for fines. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Tom Pellegrino – Highway Clean-up is scheduled for Nov. 10.  Meet at the home of Geoff Stamp at 5 p.m. with 

BBQ to follow. 

Mary Helen Bosquez – Get Well Card. Mary asked members to sign a get-well card for Marilyn Blanchard. 

Jim Betzold – Wood cutting in preparation for bed building will take place on October 3 at 5 p.m. at the home of 

Jeff Lentz.  Participants must be comfortable working with heavy tools. 

Jeff Berg – Business Ethics and Leadership Award forms were distributed and available online.  Oct. 26 is the due 

date.  Members were  asked to nominate a person from Maple Grove or Osseo business community demonstrating 

high ethical practices and/or strong business leadership. The winner will be recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow.  

And new this year, the Rotary Club of Maple Grove will make a contribution in the amount of $500 in the name of 

the recipient to a qualified charitable organization selected by the recipient. 

Jeff Berg – Gala Raffle Sales sign-up sheet distributed for visiting other Rotary Clubs to sell raffle tickets. 

Liz Johnson – Human Trafficking Committee will consist of Jill Hennesen, Bonnie Marten and Liz Johnson. They will 

receive District updates and training to determine how our Club can join the effort of Rotary International to end 

human trafficking. Liz  thanked those who attended the meeting last week. 

Susan Peterson –The Gala is less than 2 months away.  She will provide an update next week and asked that 

members bring silent auction items along with their “yellow sheets”.  Judy Johnson will then process and track the 

items. 

Robert Braun – Rotary Club of Apple Valley Raffle 

Robert grew up in a Rotary family and his father was a past member of the Rotary Club of Maple Grove.  He now 

takes his young son to meetings and his son donated one of his books to a recent children’s book drive.   Raffle 

tickets are $20 each with a car as the major prize. 

Nick Beonarczyk – Rotary Club of Coon Rapids Brew and Chew Event 

Local craft beer and spirit sampling along with food sampling and live music will take place on October 4 from 6:30 

-9 p.m. at the Bunker Hills Event Center. Tickets available online.  A discussion followed since our Club is 

considering a beer event.  Last year the Coon Rapids event attracted 350 people and took in $24,000 along with a 

$9,000 grant.  This year the event brought in 50% more sponsorships than last year. 

 

 



Tim Deets – New Members 

New members received a temporary nametag, Rotary pin, certificate of membership and framed copy of 4-Way 

Test. 

Troy Nellis is past president of the Rotary Club of Brooklyn Park and he was a member of the Rotary Club of 

Moorhead.  His classification is higher ed, having spent 19 years in that profession but had varied work 

experiences: radio, TV, greenhouses and a hardware store.  He tells students to live their passion.  His son attends 

St. John’s University. 

Allan Pavek came to us from the Rotary International website and visited last week.  Allan is a commercial banker 

with office in Elk River.  He lives in Maple Grove and is originally from New Prague.  Allan has one daughter.  When 

not working, he spends a lot of time at Lifetime Fitness. 

Speaker – David Hewitt, Hennepin County Office to End Homelessness 

 Last time David visited our Club he talked about the issues and challenges of homelessness; this time he  spoke 

to solutions and what is working.  

 Last night 180-190 families were in Hennepin County shelters.  Last year at this time the count was 230 

families.  In the last 6 months, 30 fewer families than last year in shelters.  In 2014, there were 250-260 

families in shelter averaging 3 people-one adult and two children.   

 The economy is doing well and that is one reason for the decrease in family homelessness; however, the 

housing market is an issue. 

 What is helping family homelessness? 

1. Investing more in prevention 

o Hennepin County has doubled the amount spent on prevention starting after the recession.  

o An eviction prevention pilot in the first six months helped 177 families on their way to a shelter.  

After the intervention only one family went to a shelter.  The cost including court costs is less 

than $2000 to save the household.   

o The YMCA and St. Stephens Shelter have helped 50-60 households. 

o A new Shelter Aversion project with Catholic Charities started within the last 1 ½ months.  This 

involves problem solving for those families headed to shelters.  In the 18 families in the program, 

only one family went on to a shelter.  There were able to assist a 10-person family by having the 

family stay with extended families. 

2. Hennepin County targets coordinated entry into public funding.   

o There are 5000 households in permanent public subsidy housing. Of these families, 93% stay in 

the program. 

3. Integration with employment services 

o Job clubs within shelters. 

o In summary, prevention, employment and targeted services to those who need them the most is 

the Hennepin County solution to homelessness.  

o There has been a great investment in homes in this community. 

 Encampment 

o David talked about the encampment in the Franklin/Hiawatha area.  Hennepin County wants families 

in shelters as oppose to encampments. They were able to move 8 families to shelters last week and 

now at the most five families remain in the encampment.   

o In encampments, there are health and safety concerns such as substance abuse and mental health 

issues.  Hennepin County has provided hygiene services and health care for the homeless at the 

encampment through their Homeless Assessment Team. Staff is “firefighting” at the encampments 

and has spent 150 hours in assessing needs and now have 60 people in the pipeline for housing.  The 

change in weather will certainly affect the encampments.   



o Hennepin County is doing extensive outreach to families and clues in to those who have no other 

options. 

 Questions: 

What is the goal for next year? 

Routinely by July 18 the Drake Hotel must be used for temporary housing.  The goal is to get into August 

before the Drake Hotel is used, or get to the point where there is no need to use the Drake Hotel. 

What can we do to help? 

o Work with local non-profits in our community, since they know what local people need. 

o To donate to the encampment, go to  https://www.franklinhiawathacamp.org/ 

o Diapers are always needed by People Serving People. 

Speak to single homelessness. 

In 2017, there were 6000 single homeless people and that is similar to this year.  The length of time 

people spend in homelessness is keeping this number the same.  There are 843 single people in shelters 

which is 50 more than last year.  Compounding the issue is a 1-2% vacancy rate in housing and people 

with desperately low incomes and criminal records including evictions on their record. 

What about youth homelessness? 

Youth homelessness is going down  There are two new projects, one in Edina and one in Minneapolis that 

provide 85 units.  Hennepin County is working hard on this to break the future cycle of homelessness for 

youth. 

The link to the video shown entitled Life in a Homeless Shelter Through the Eyes of an 8-year old girl is: 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=People+Serving+People+Paris&qft=+filterui%3amsite-

youtube.com&view=detail&mid=D3CE7321040C7853AFA2D3CE7321040C7853AFA2&&FORM=VRDGAR 

Next week’s program: Gala Update – Susan Peterson and Gala Committee 
 
Greeters:  Casey VanWinkle and Diane Confer 
Invocation: Bonnie Marten and Judy Johnson 
Fines: David Barr and Dave Lobby 
 
Quote of the week: No one has ever become poor from giving – Anne Frank 
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