
COVID-19 Update: Fairbanks Rotary
Dr. Mishelle Nace, DHSS Staff Physician
Anna Frick, Epidemiology Research Analyst

Sept. 7, 2021



COVID-19 Statewide Dashboard
Sept. 7, 2021

The current 
statewide 
alert level –
based on the 
reported 
number of 
cases per 
100,000 
people over 
the past 7 
days – is high 
(red) at

558



Fairbanks North Star Borough Cases
Sept. 7, 2021

HIGH: 

552.7 cases 
per 100,000 
people over 
the past 7 
days



COVID-19 Variants of Concern in Alaska
Weekly COVID Genomics Surveillance Report – Sept. 1, 2021

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/siteassets
/pages/HumanCoV/AKSeqCon_GenomicSitu
ationReport.pdf



Variants of concern in Alaska• Original SARS-CoV-2 virus
One infection spreads to about 2-3 other unprotected individuals on average

• Delta variant
Each infected person typically infects 5-8 unprotected individuals

R0 = indicates how contagious 
an infectious disease is

How Contagious is the Delta Variant?



Alaska Vaccine Breakthrough Cases

• Vaccine breakthrough (VB) infections of 
COVID are those detected in a person who 
is more than 2 weeks beyond their second 
dose of a 2-dose series or the only dose of 
a 1-dose series.

• From January - August 28, 2021 Alaska 
recorded the following resulting from VB 
infection among Alaska residents. These 
counts are provisional and subject to 
change as more data are compiled.

o 16 out of 121 deaths  
o 85 out of 802 hospitalizations
o 5,162 out of 29,184 cases 

82% of all cases, 89% of all hospitalizations, and 87% of deaths among Alaska 
residents from January 1 through August 21, 2021 were in people who were not 
fully vaccinated.

Graphic: John Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 



Weekly Case Status – Statewide
Vaccinated vs. Unvaccinated Status, Weekly Cases, March through July 2021



Alaska Vaccine Breakthrough Cases
Vaccinated vs. Unvaccinated Cases and Hospitalizations

January – July 2021

July 2021



Alaska COVID 19 Hospital Admissions By Age



Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17

Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17



Increased U.S. hospitalizations, ages 0-17

Alaska Pediatric Cases, March 2020 – July 2021 

The highest spread of 
cases and severe 
outcomes is happening 
in places with low 
vaccination rates

Getting vaccinated prevents 
severe illness, hospitalization, 
and death – and helps reduce 
spread of the virus.

Continue masking until fully 
vaccinated.



Testing is critical to slowing the spread of COVID. 
Please use this resource!  
• Testing is widely available. Our testing 

locator tool can help you find a 
testing site. 

• Get tested as soon as COVID-like 
symptoms start. 

• Consider testing before and after 
events or travel.

• Unvaccinated Alaskans and regularly 
exposed people should test even 
more frequently. 

• Plan before you need to test about 
how you will get one.

If you test positive:

• Isolate immediately.

• Let your close contacts 
know.

• If you’re in a high-risk 
category, consider getting 
monoclonal antibodies to 
reduce your risk of 
hospitalization.

Testing is Critical to Slowing the Spread

https://coronavirus-response-alaska-dhss.hub.arcgis.com/apps/2d92b77bc8044329a1ee3954b063bd8c/explore


Alaska’s Testing Update

• Alaska’s testing program continues to 
serve our state well 

• Longer lines but widespread access and 
relatively quick turn around times for 
results (<48 hour turn around time 
throughout much of Alaska)

• State warehouse continues to ship supplies
• Rapid molecular tests for CUE and ID 

NOW
• Rapid antigen for BINAX

• Testing sites can access testing supplies 
• Working to acquire at-home “over the 

counter” tests to support schools and 
communities

• Airport testing is continuing 



Statewide – 8.1% positivity

COVID-19 Testing – Statewide
Sept. 7, 2021



FNSB 8.07% positivity

COVID-19 Testing – FNSB
Sept. 7, 2021



Masking = students spend less time in quarantine, 
more time in class learning

In one school district:
Students Confirmed 

Positives
(since 8/17)

Avg # of 
Close 

Contacts

Close 
Contacts

(since 8/17)

Student 
days of 

quarantine
With universal 
masking 279 2.5 710 7,100
Estimated with 
no masking/
vaccinations 279 6 1,674 16,740

Universal Masking + Schools



COVID-19 Hospitalizations Dashboard - Statewide
Sept. 7, 2021



COVID-19 Hospitalizations - Interior
Sept. 7, 2021



COVID-19 Vaccinations - Statewide
Sept. 7, 2021



COVID-19 Vaccinations - FNSB
Sept. 7,2021



COVID Vaccine Rates for 12-18 years of age
August 24, 2021

Borough/Census Area % 1+ Dose % Fully 
Vaccinated

Aleutians East Borough 78.6% 70.2%
Aleutians West Census Area 52.4% 36.9%
Anchorage Municipality 49.6% 36.5%
Bethel Census Area 66.8% 55.6%
Denali Borough 48.9% 39.0%
Dillingham Census Area 50.5% 44.3%

Fairbanks North Star Borough 38.8% 32.0%
Haines Borough 48.2% 45.3%
Juneau City and Borough 75.9% 66.0%
Kenai Peninsula Borough 27.5% 21.7%
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 50.7% 43.5%
Kodiak Island Borough 50.7% 41.5%
Kusilvak Census Area 74.6% 65.6%
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 26.4% 20.4%
Nome Census Area 78.2% 71.4%
North Slope Borough 43.1% 35.1%
Northwest Arctic Borough 59.9% 49.0%
Petersburg Borough 35.3% 34.2%
Prince of Wales-Hyder Census Area 53.7% 46.7%
Sitka City and Borough 75.1% 65.6%
Skagway Municipality 71.0% 56.5%
Southeast Fairbanks Census Area 16.0% 12.3%
Valdez-Cordova Census Area 34.8% 30.2%
Wrangell City and Borough 32.7% 27.5%
Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area 76.8% 67.9%
Bristol Bay plus Lake and Peninsula 56.8% 50.6%
Yakutat plus Hoonah-Angoon 63.6% 58.8%

Overall 45.4% 36.0%

Overall Statewide

45.4% of 12-18 year olds
have 1+ dose

36% of 12-18 year olds
are fully vaccinated



Help Stop the Spread of COVID-19



Help Stop the Spread of COVID-19



Pfizer Receives Full FDA Approval

Pfizer’s Comirnaty vaccine

Full approval granted for 
individuals aged 16 years and 
older
Use in ages 12-15 continues under 
the existing emergency use 
authorization
This should further instill 
confidence in the vaccine and 
encourage Alaskans to get 
vaccinated

www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
dhss.alaska.gov/news/Documents/press/2021/DHSS_PressRelease_FDAapproval_20210823.pdf

http://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
http://dhss.alaska.gov/news/Documents/press/2021/DHSS_PressRelease_FDAapproval_20210823.pdf


Additional mRNA dose for immunocompromised

Additional dose for immunocompromised
• Receive a 3rd dose of mRNA vaccine at least 4 weeks after an initial 2-dose mRNA series 

(Pfizer or Moderna).
• People with moderately to severely compromised immune systems.

Immunocompromised includes a range of conditions. For example:
• Organ or stem cell transplant recipients
• Advanced or untreated HIV infection
• Active cancer treatment recipients
• Taking medications that weaken the immune system

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-
19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-
vaccines-us.html

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/recommendations/imm
uno.html

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html%C2%A0%E2%80%8B
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html


CDC Plan for mRNA booster doses

Booster doses planning for this fall
3rd dose of mRNA vaccine (Pfizer 
or Moderna).
If authorized by FDA and 
recommended by ACIP, booster 
shots could start Sept. 20 for 
anyone who had their 2nd dose 8 
months prior.
Seeing a decrease in vaccine 
effectiveness against infection. 3 
new studies released. 

Vaccines continue to be highly 
effective, 
even against the widely circulating 
delta variant.

Nearly all cases of severe disease, 
hospitalization and death continue 
to occur among the unvaccinated.

Don’t wait any longer if you haven’t yet 
gotten vaccinated. Take your shot now!



Monoclonal Antibody Treatment

• Prevents severe COVID illness 
and hospitalizations

• Ask your health care provider 
or call the statewide COVID 
helpline, 907-646-3322 for 
more information for help 
finding treatment. Language 
interpreters available upon 
request. 

• Testing ensures those who 
test positive get the 
treatment they need. 



COVID-19 Treatments

New Webpage: COVID-19 Outpatient Treatment
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/Pages/COVID-19/outpatienttreatment



Use Layered Prevention Strategies

Multiple strategies helps 
protect you and those who 
aren’t fully vaccinated
• Vaccines
• Masks
• Testing
• Physical distancing
• Ventilation



Request a Free Q & A Session

Have questions about COVID? Request a presentation by a health care professional.
DHSS offers free presentations upon request to groups about COVID-19, the vaccines, COVID-19 
prevention or other health topics upon request. speakers.dhss.alaska.gov



• Visit covidvax.alaska.gov to find 
a provider. 

• Text your zip code to 438829 for 
a list of vaccine sites near you

• 907-646-3322

• Toll free: 1-833-4-VAXLINE
(1-833-482-9546)

• Need an interpreter or 
transportation?
Ask for a language interpreter or 
transportation or other 
assistance when you call.
If you’re ready, we’re here to 
help you get vaccinated!



Give AK a Shot – Alaska Chamber Campaign

The Alaska Chamber today 
announced the Give AK a Shot 
sweepstakes, giving Alaskans the 
opportunity to win $49,000 in 
cash (for Alaskans 18+) and 
educational savings plans (for 
Alaskans aged 12-17). 

For Alaskans getting their first 
dose – and two prizes awarded to 
those who are already fully 
vaccinated. 

Alaska Chamber is leading this 
campaign with DHSS support. 

Learn more at GiveAKaShot.com.

https://www.facebook.com/alaskachamber/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXOeWqDqnpWVTFDeugbBqPSr0ZUKrHH_m3JWsf2E9pURS4HfVHkceqKEgQ4mi0Xxj70ezGFYQyshXe5S0oRV3OXW-CZrAyomp5xHbBKcW5oIs4fgRLl3oeusmUYGOqghUjGJbppEMIy4fyT6m4CQpZ10TBLXd4B4dI-nlUIRKuCWTsvpUIzlnM-W4cW9W--AxY&__tn__=kK-R
http://giveakashot.com/?fbclid=IwAR0TZNfhyL31C-5YiCUeyb74AwO3a9CgBVEslxjYBdZ362Jmkd_tbWslseA


Fairbanks Covid Update on Healthcare Capacity

• Fairbanks Memorial Hospital Inpatient

• Pediatrics

• Emergency Department

• Staffing at FHP

• Hospitals Around the State 

• Outpatient Care



We can do this, Alaska! 
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