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    Evanston Lighthouse Rotary Club
 Community Grant Awards – June 14, 2016
The Evanston Lighthouse Rotary Club is pleased to announce the following year-end grants to local projects and organizations.  The funds for these and other Club programs, scholarships and exchanges were raised primarily through the holiday sales of plants, nuts, citrus and hams by Rotary Club members, as well as member donations, and other club fundraising efforts.
2016 Theme of the Community Service Committee
Support organizations and programs that help improve the quality of life for Evanston residents most in need. Proposals in the areas of education, hunger, homelessness, employment, and health will receive priority consideration. 

Total grants awarded today:  
$ 17,500
Books & Breakfast
$500 
Site Expansion to Kingsley Elementary School

Books & Breakfast is a daily before school program offering a nutritious breakfast and academic assistance to students in need of additional support. Books & Breakfast exists so that every Evanston student can enter the class-room physically, emotionally and academically prepared for learning. Since 2013, the Books & Breakfast program has grown and thrived at Dewey Elementary. Our Dewey numbers have grown from 20 to 64 participants. As of February 1 we have expanded to Lincolnwood Elementary School where we currently have 30 students on our roster. All of our program participants are recipients of free and reduced lunch. We hope to continue our expansion at Kingsley Elementary School with a soft launch in December of 2016 and hope to add an additional school site by 2018. Given that each of our elementary schools has a significant achievement gap, demonstrating the clear difference in academic outcomes for students from low-income backgrounds, Books & Breakfast’s goals of empowering the individual student, increasing the school community’s capacity to better serve this demographic of students, and ultimately increasing academic outcomes for at-risk students are within reach.
Bundled Blessings 
$500 
Diaper Pantry

Bundled Blessings’ mission is to supply diapers to families in need through partnerships with local service agencies.  The target population is families primarily in Evanston, with children who are at or below the poverty line, as well as homeless/transient families.

The grant is to address the gap in Evanston area social services for supplying diapers to at-risk families by increasing the number of children served from 120 to 245. By broadening our outreach in the community with other churches, businesses and organizations through diaper barrel partners, diaper drives and donations of both cash and diapers, Bundled Blessings will be able to increase the number of children served. 
Connections for the Homeless
$1,500

Connections for the Homeless Drop-in Center

Connections is ending homelessness by preventing people from losing their homes, housing the homeless, and providing support to help people at risk achieve long-term stability. 

The grant is to provide people who have no shelter with more access both to case management and to basic necessities such as showers, toiletries, laundry facilities, clothing, access to computers and telephones, mail services, and food. In April 2016, we re-opened our drop-in center on a limited schedule following a nine-month closure due to the State budget impasse. Currently, showers are available two days a week from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. With the support of the Evanston Lighthouse Rotary Club, we now would like to increase showers to five days a week, Monday through Friday, and expand access to other vital services as well. This expansion will enable our program participants to remain productive even while they are homeless and searching for a combination of income and housing that is sustainable.
Dental Access Days 
$3,000
Dental Access Days Clinic 2016
Dental Access Days are two-day events staffed by local dental professionals to provide free services to the most vulnerable citizens in Evanston. 
The project goal is to offer dental services to the poor, the homeless, and the mentally ill, at no charge at the Levy Senior Center of Evanston, conveniently located for those who most need the services.  In the past, 120 needy patients have been treated as comprehensively as possible with more than 50 volunteer dental professionals. 
EatPlayLearn
$1,500
EatPlayLearn 2016 Healthy Breakfast, Nutrition Education and Family Dining
EatPlayLearn (EPL) builds critical life skills through youths' love of sports. We emphasize the powerful life lessons of team sports--being successful is fun, but requires goal-setting, hard work, dedication, practice, communication, resilience, and teamwork. Our campers learn to eat well, find the good in self and others, set and pursue goals, aspire to successful careers, seek out and become positive role models, strengthen communications and networking, become curious and disciplined learners, appreciate the value of hard work and practice, and become great citizens and team members.  

This grant will help provide a healthy breakfast every day of camp. In addition, campers will plan, create, and cook three meals for themselves and their families to demonstrate what they have learned and promote healthy eating at home.

Evanston School Children’s Clothing Association       $500 Clothing Homeless 
Each year, ESCCA provides clothing and shoes for dozens of homeless children in Evanston.  ESCCA is never certain which of the students that it serves is homeless.  But we are sure that each year, there are far too many children who do not have a permanent residence.  Some are living with a family member or friend, while some are sleeping in automobiles.  ESCCA also serves a number of refugees or immigrants who have just arrived in Evanston.  We hope to provide clothes and shoes for as many of these children as possible.
Evanston ReBuilding Warehouse
$500
Evanston ReBuilding Warehouse WORKFORCE and Curt’s Cafe
There are only two workforce training programs in Evanston: The Evanston ReBuilding Workforce and Curt’s Café. The Executive Directors of each of these programs met and decided that we could make the greatest impact in Evanston by finding ways to work together and leverage our funds when possible. Many of our Workforce trainees are struggling with housing and eat irregularly and poorly. There are countless studies showing that academic and employment performance is greatly diminished when individuals are not receiving adequate nutrition, so we strongly believe that this is a crucial component to a person’s success. That said, adequate food when doing physical labor for long periods of time is essential to the health and safety of the individual and the entire team. One person not pulling his weight can create an incredibly dangerous situation. We have had some education regarding nutrition in the past, but quickly learned that finding the time to cook healthy meals has been difficult to impossible, depending on the location of the job site and amount of work needing to be done.
Friends of Evanston Farmers Markets
$500
Expansion of Link matching program at Farmers Market

Friends of Evanston Farmers Markets (a 501(c)3 organization) educates the public about the benefits of eating fresh, locally grown foods, and advocates greater access to healthy food for all community members, regardless of means. Since 2011 (5 downtown Evanston market seasons), FEFM has offered financial benefits to Link card (food stamp) shoppers. In 2010, Link shoppers, without our matching benefits, spent $2,000 to purchase fresh and healthy food at the market.  Since FEFM’s match program began, the amount has risen annually. In 2015, nearly $40,000 was spent at the market with FEFM providing 50% of this amount. 

Our project to expand the available dollars FEFM can give to Link market shoppers will help a greater number of Evanston’s needier population to eat nutritious, healthy foods. Each year for the past five years we have used 100% of our grant money supplemented with additional funds we have raised. This year we are partnering with Erie Family Health Center of Evanston to reach a greater number of Link- eligible families. With this anticipated success, we will need additional funds.
Josselyn Center
$1,000
Psychiatric Assessments, Case Management & Medication Monitoring for Evanston Clients
Josselyn Center will be able to bridge the gap between the cost of mental health care services and the fees they receive to care for Evanston clients. Currently, they serve 62 clients from Evanston, 21 children and adolescents and 41 adults. In 2015 these individuals visited the Center 979 times for psychiatric services. All but 13 or these clients pay a reduced fee or receive LCSW or Medicaid. With the cuts in state funding for mental health care and no clear picture of financial support from Illinois, these funds will help Josselyn to continue to deliver comprehensive mental health care to clients regardless of ability to pay.
James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy 
$1,000
Lifeline vs. Pipeline Initiative
The Lifeline vs. Pipeline Initiative provides legal, social work and psychological services to low-income Evanston children with special needs and their families.  Families with limited resources raising children with disabilities are particularly challenged to meet their children’s complex educational, legal, medical and emotional needs. The work of the Moran Center directly addresses the needs of low-income children of color and children with disabilities who are at most risk of dropping out and becoming incarcerated – children caught in the school-to-prison pipeline.  By providing integrated legal, social work and psychological services to these at-risk children and their families, the Moran Center offers a lifeline to divert children from the school-to-prison pipeline. This initiative will increase the number of children and families who navigate the public education system equipped with the knowledge and support to successfully advocate for their children and ensure that their educational needs are met.

North Shore Senior Center 
$1,000
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Childcare Enhancement

The North Shore Senior Center fosters the independence and well-being of older adults, enhances their dignity and self-respect, and promotes their participation in and contribution toward all aspects of community life.

The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren currently has 33 active grandparents (32 grandmothers and one grandfather) and 77 grandchildren (ranging from birth to 18 years). 28 of the grandparents live in Evanston. All of the grandparents are living below poverty line. 

One of the goals of the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren’s program is to provide support so the families can remain intact in the community and in their own homes. The purpose of program is to support  seniors who have become the primary parent to their grandchildren. As we strive to fulfill our mission, we are working to strengthen these families by providing stability and security for the grandparents through programs and services they need to provide stability and security for their grandchildren.  

PEER Services 
      $1,500
Saving Lives: Addiction Treatment for Young Adults
PEER Services eliminates substance abuse and the problems it causes for individuals, families, and communities through collaborative high-quality prevention and treatment services. It offers services to youth, teens, and adults in Evanston and the surrounding communities.

Saving Lives: Addiction Treatment for Young Adults is a pilot program designed to address the unique treatment needs of young adults ages 18-26 who have been diagnosed with a substance use disorder. They anticipate serving a total of 40 individuals, 30 of whom will be Evanston residents. Depending on the individualized clinical needs, young adults served through this program will participate in individual counseling, group counseling, family therapy, and intensive outpatient treatment and be provided with case management services.
Services for Adults Staying in Their Homes (SASI)     $1,000

Specialized Caregiver Training: Caring for Adults with Alzheimer's Disease (CAAD)

One of SASI's overarching goals is to support Evanston families who have a family member with Alzheimer’s disease with exceptional non-medical, in- home care at affordable rates. Families of individuals with dementia want to keep their loved ones at home for as long as possible. But family caregivers fear that they cannot safely provide 24/7 care to the loved one without sacrificing their own health, job and the care of other family members.

CAAD training will be designed for SASI caregivers in workshops at SASI offices. In order to accommodate clients’/caregivers’ schedules there will be multiple offerings of CAAD workshops. Each will be two hours in length.
 Specific content will include: 
· communication skills: learning how to speak dementia

· how to respond when a person with dementia denies pain

· identifying triggers for agitation in persons with dementia and non-drug interventions

· engaging adults with dementia, from early to late stage, in meaningful activities

· creating comfort and meaning at end-of-life for persons with dementia

Search, Inc.




                  $500

JJ’s List Disability Awareness Training

Search, Inc. (Search) is a non-profit organization that empowers individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to achieve their full potential, accept a valued role in their community and lead rich, rewarding lives. We provide high-quality, person-centered services including supported living arrangements, adult learning programs and career services, as well as medical, behavioral, therapeutic and home-based services. Our programs serve more than 600 people and their families annually at locations throughout the Chicagoland area.

JJ’s List is an Evanston-based social enterprise of Search.  Located at 824 Dempster St., we provide training and experiential learning for young adults with disabilities to build skills they need to find and keep employment in the community. Our unique community-based programs include Disability Awareness Trainings, which teach individuals how to interact in a disability-aware way; “Hop On the Bus” workshops that teach individuals with disabilities how to take public transportation and ComEd Energy Force Ambassadorships, through which individuals with disabilities build the self-organizing and communications skills they need for successful employment.
The Floured Apron




      $1,500
Hire program graduate to teach, serve as role model, & bolster student support
The Floured Apron is a nonprofit bakery job training and mentoring program for women from underserved communities. Our objectives are to provide the tools and support necessary to motivate capable low-income women to believe in the possibility of their own potential, empower them with the training and skill development necessary for entry into culinary industry employment, and to increase the economic stability of our graduates and their families through culinary industry job training and placement.
YWCA Evanston/North Shore


       $1,500
Computer Equipment to Enhance Employment & Housing Search Support
The YWCA Evanston/North Shore will use the grant from Evanston Lighthouse Rotary Club for the purchase of four desk top computers and a printer for use by the women who will reside in our new longer term, supportive housing for the survivors of domestic violence. The computer equipment will greatly enhance these survivors’ ability to conduct an effective search for employment and safe, affordable housing that can help anchor a sustainable life, free from violence.
In the current fiscal year, the Evanston Lighthouse Rotary has also supported the following community service projects:
· Lighthouse Beach Clean-up – Alliance for the Great Lakes
· Soup Kitchens  –  First United Methodist Church and  Hilda’s Place
· Campus Kitchens meal deliveries
· Golf Road Cleanup "Adopt-A-Highway"
· Food collection for Streetwise Kitchen


Thanks to the 2015-16 Community Service Committee participants for their diligent work:
Steve Carlson

Elaine Clemens

Kate Collinson
Neil Gambow

Ken Green

Don Gwinn
Lesley Peters
Ann Searles

John Searles
Steve Goranson, ex officio


The Rotary Club of Evanston Lighthouse

thanks the Evanston community for its continued support of the Club's Holiday Sales and The Taste of Evanston which make these awards possible.  
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